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New Aspects of Networked Mobility – BMW 
ConnectedDrive Solutions with Original BMW 
Accessories. 
Perfect integration of the Apple iPhoneTM and 
the Apple iPadTM into the automobile ensures 
that the BMW driver is always securely, 
reliably and completely in touch with his own 
personal online world when on the road.  

 

Munich. The current capabilities of BMW ConnectedDrive include innovative 

functionality and a multitude of features which network the driver, the vehicle and 

the outside world.  New products, now available in the Original BMW 

Accessories range, enable the BMW driver to upgrade his existing vehicle with 

solutions and features to provide networked driving. These accessories provide 

additional, complementary opportunities to equip a BMW automobile with 

ConnectedDrive functionality, heightening (networked) driving pleasure still 

more. From now on, new innovative connectivity accessories will be available 

indulging the drivers of many of the current BMW models with the ability to take 

advantage of mobile Apple devices, securely and comfortably, in their vehicles.  

The new range of Original BMW Accessories includes the BMW Station for the 

Apple iPhoneTM, the iPhone app BMW Link, the WLAN adapter BMW Car 

Hotspot and the BMW Apple iPadTM Station. 

 

Your hotspot on the road – mobile Internet at your service at all times, 

everywhere. 

The BMW Car Hotspot from the Original BMW Accessories range provides 

WLAN connectivity for Internet access while on the road. This innovative 

technology has been developed as an option that can be retrofitted to the 

vehicle to enable mobile devices such as smartphones, notebooks or the Apple 

iPadTM to connect to the Internet via WLAN; the online connection is made via 

the BMW Car Hotspot. The only thing necessary is a separate data SIM card, 

which is either placed in the snap-in adapter or in a smartphone with an SAP 

module (SIM Access Profile) in the vehicle. The BMW Car Hotspot, together with 

its power supply, is integrated into the central armrest and is connected to the 

vehicle’s antenna. The roof-mounted antenna ensures a stable Internet 

connection, while reducing the level of radiation in the interior of the automobile. 
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The passengers in the BMW can now wirelessly surf the Internet during the 

journey using any mobile device with a WLAN interface, via the unrestricted, 

encrypted WLAN connection. The smooth, interruption-free handover when 

moving between the UMTS and GSM data networks ensures coverage of 

almost 100%. The BMW Car Hotspot has been on sale at all BMW Dealerships 

and BMW Service Partners since January, priced at Euro 3991). It can be 

installed in all BMW model series, dependent upon the year of manufacture.  

BMW 1 Series and BMW 3 Series from 9/2008; BMW 5 Series and BMW 6 

Series from 11/2008, BMW X5 and BMW X6 from 10/2009; all other current 

models can be equipped with the BMW Car Hotspot without restriction.  

 

Apple iPhoneTM – perfectly integrated into the cockpit. 

The Apple iPhoneTM can now be perfectly integrated into the BMW cockpit 

positioned so that it is always in the driver’s field of view. The innovative “BMW 

Station for Apple iPhoneTM”, is a high-quality, multifunctional holder from the 

Original BMW Accessories range which guarantees safe, comfortable operation 

of the 3G, 3GS and 4 Apple iPhonesTM during the journey. This attractively-

designed holder for the Apple iPhoneTM is suitable for all BMW models which are 

not fitted with a display.  It is available as an upgrade option for the current BMW 

1 Series, the BMW 3 Series, the BMW Z4 as well as for the BMW X1 and BMW 

X3. It allows the owner of an iPhone to integrate it into the vehicle, to operate it 

during the journey and to use the smartphone as a substitute display. At a price 

of Euro 1991), the BMW Station for the Apple iPhoneTM allows the mobile device 

to connect into the vehicle’s audio system; it is also fitted with an integrated GPS 

receiver and a charger for the telephone – all this is achieved without any 

additional visible cabling. The integrated hands-free system, which includes a 

high quality directional microphone and automatic radio muting during telephone 

conversations and navigation announcements, ensures a perfect connection – 

ideal when combined with the separately available iPhone App “BMW Link“.    

 

Tighter integration of the Apple iPhoneTM into Infotainment. 

The BMW iPhone app BMW Link, developed by Original BMW Accessories, 

enables the driver to use the iPhone in the vehicle ergonomically and safely and 

is thus a perfect addition to the BMW Station for Apple iPhoneTM. The BMW 

Link app combines the Apple iPhoneTM functionality of the telephone and the 
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music player with all of their features. These include hands-free conversation, 

access to the contacts and playlists stored on the device and the display of 

album covers. There is also a fully-fledged navigation system as well as selected 

BMW ConnectedDrive services accessed via an optimised user interface.  

Navigation through the menu system and font size have been optimised for 

operation in the vehicle and all of the features are displayed in landscape format.  

The driver has access to a multitude of additional services under the menu item 

“Connected Drive”.  These include the Car Finder – when the telephone is 

removed from the BMW docking station, the current position of the vehicle is 

automatically stored – GoogleTM Local Search and Panoramio, which provides 

photographs of the destination, as well as specially tailored news and worldwide 

weather information. These services for networked driving, made available as an 

upgrade via the app, are rounded off by the accident hotline and the breakdown 

and recovery service, both extremely important safety features.  

Since August 2011, the BMW Link app is available in various markets at no 

charge from the Apple App Store; it is fully functional during the 30-day trial 

period. Thereafter, the navigation feature can be permanently reactivated for a 

onetime payment of Euro 49.99. All of the other features remain fully-functional 

after the trial period has expired, at no charge.  

 

Backseat passengers enjoy flexible use of the Apple iPadTM  

A special BMW Apple iPadTM Station has been developed by Original BMW 

Accessories to ensure that Apple iPadTM users in the automobile always have 

the network at their disposal. This station is a part of the Travel & Comfort 

System and is mounted to the back of a headrest, allowing passengers on the 

backseat optimal access to the Apple iPadTM.  At present, the holder for the first 

model of the Apple iPadTM is available; the version for the iPad2 will follow in the 

December 2011. The station is easily adjustable in a number of ways and flexibly 

adapts to the user’s needs. The Apple iPadTM can be used in both portrait and 

landscape modes by simply rotating and locking the station.  For office 

applications such as e-mail or Internet research, the BMW station can be pivoted 

down to “office mode” and inclined towards the user, in order to allow optimal 

use of the on-screen keyboard. For applications like watching films, the backseat 

passengers can position the Apple iPadTM at eye level in “movie mode”.  An 

attachable stand for using the holder outside of the vehicle, on a desk for 
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example, is included in the package. The new BMW Apple iPadTM station is 

available since July 2011, supporting all of the features of the Apple iPadTM and 

in combination with the BMW Car Hotspot guarantees a constant, stable Internet 

connection. It is priced at Euro 1251).  

 

 
1)

 Apart from the additional assembly costs, further parts are required for installation 

depending on the model variant. 

 

 

For questions please contact: 
 
Michaela Wiese, Product Communication BMW Automobiles, 
Tel: +49-89-382-25358, Fax: +49-89-382-20626 
 
Michael Rebstock, Head of Product Communication BMW Automobiles 
Phone: +49-89-382-20470, Fax +49-89-382-20626 
 
Media Website: www.press.bmwgroup.com 
E-mail: presse@bmw.de 
 
 

 
The BMW Group 

The BMW Group is one of the most successful manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in 
the world with its BMW, MINI, Husqvarna Motorcycles  and Rolls-Royce brands. As a global 
company, the BMW Group operates 25 production and assembly facilities in 14 countries and has 
a global sales network in more than 140 countries. 
 
During the financial year 2010, the BMW Group sold 1.46 million cars and more than 110,000 
motorcycles worldwide. The profit before tax for 2010 was euro 4.8 billion on revenues amounting 
to euro 60.5 billion. At 31 December 2010, the BMW Group had a workforce of approximately 
95,500 employees. 
 
The success of the BMW Group has always been built on long-term thinking and responsible action. The 
company has therefore established ecological and social sustainability throughout the value chain, 
comprehensive product responsibility and a clear commitment to conserving resources as an integral part of 
its strategy. As a result of its efforts, the BMW Group has been ranked industry leader in the Dow Jones 
Sustainability Indexes for the last seven years.  
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