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24 hours of action – The BMW Motorrad Motorsport Team finishes an outstanding 16th in Le Mans.

Munich/Le Mans. On Sunday, 22 April 2007, the chequered flag came down at 3 pm for the 30th "24 Heures Moto" at Le Mans. Shortly afterwards, the professional team rider Rico Penzkofer crossed the finishing line securing the BMW Motorrad Motorsport Team an exceptional 16th overall rating in the first of four endurance races in 2007.


Within the past 24 hours, Berti Hauser, General Manager BMW Motorrad Motorsport and his 28 strong factory team managed what many had thought unlikely: The sports boxer on the technical basis of the BMW R 1200 S brought the three riders to the finishing line with clockwork precision without a single technical fault. 

56 international teams had already qualified on Thursday and Friday on the 4.18 km long, famous French circuit. In beautiful sunshine and 26°C, they met on Saturday at 3 pm to take part in the first race of this years' World Endurance Championship, entertaining 90,000 thrilled spectators.

Following an excellent "Le Mans Start" by Thomas Hinterreiter, the team demonstrated unbelievable motivation and spirit from the very outset. 

Over a total distance of 3244 km, the sports boxer successfully completed over 776 laps in the Open Class against motorcycles in the classes Superbike, Superstock and Superproduction. 

Despite BMW Motorrad being down on horsepower compared with their mainly Japanese rivals, the team riders Thomas Hinterreiter, Rico Penzkofer and Markus Barth were able to make the most of the flat twin power through late-braking manoeuvres and impressive speed through the turns. From starting grid 37, they gradually pushed the motorcycle with the number 17 forward. Pit stops and rider changes went smoothly and contributed to the excellent result.

The 24-hour endurance race was gruelling for the team and machines and took its toll on some teams: Only 33 teams managed to make it to the final round on Sunday afternoon. The BMW sports boxer was the only motorcycle of a European manufacturer to manage the marathon distance without any problems.

Director Berti Hauser was delighted with the result: "I never expected to come this far. It was a fantastic team achievement and a super reward for six months of hard work and it gives us plenty of confidence for the next race."

On 7. and 8. July, the BMW Motorrad Motorsport team will be taking part in
the “24 hores frigo del motociclismo 2007” at the Circuit de Catalunya/Barcelona. 

For further information about the BMW R 1200 S series motorcycle and sports boxer, see BMW Group PressClub at www.press.bmwgroup.de
Photos of the race are available at www.speedbrain.de/press for downloading (User: speedbrain, Passwort: press). From Wednesday, 25.04. photos can be viewed at the usual place in BMW Group PressClub.
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