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BMW Motorsport 
  

The “dream” team is complete: Glock and Spengler to team up with 
Zanardi at the 24-hour classic in Spa for BMW Motorsport. 
 

Munich (DE), 24th April 2015. The driver line-up has been announced for a very 
special motorsport project: BMW works driver Alessandro Zanardi (IT) will contest 
the 24 Hours of Spa-Francorchamps (BE) alongside BMW DTM drivers Timo Glock 
(DE) and Bruno Spengler (CA). 
 
The 67th running of the marathon at the “Circuit de Spa-Francorchamps” will take 
place on 25th/26th July 2015. Zanardi, Glock and Spengler will share the cockpit of a 
specially modified BMW Z4 GT3. All three drivers have been permanent fixtures in 
international motorsport for many years and have celebrated huge success in various 
race series. Spa-Francorchamps will mark the first time that the trio takes on the 
challenges of a 24-hour race together. The car will be run by the ROAL Motorsport 
team, with which Zanardi made his highly acclaimed return to racing back in 2003. 
 
The BMW Motorsport engineers are developing new technical solutions for this 
unique project. For the first time, BMW Brand Ambassador Zanardi, who lost both his 
legs in a crash in 2001, will swap places at the wheel of the BMW Z4 GT3 with fully-
abled drivers. Various modifications to the car make it possible to complete the driver 
changeovers between Zanardi, Glock and Spengler within the shortest time possible. 
The engineers at BMW Motorsport are also working together with the drivers to 
ensure the steering wheel, seat and pedals are perfectly positioned. 
 
“At BMW Motorsport we usually avoid using superlatives, but this project in this form 
is unique and very special to us,” said BMW Motorsport Director Jens Marquardt. 
“We were able to turn a few wishes into reality. Alex's dream of competing in a 24-
hour race will come true. And Timo and Bruno have also been waiting to compete in 
a classic such as the 24 Hours of Spa-Francorchamps. The fact that they get to do 
this alongside Alex as part of this unique project is a real highlight for both of them. 
All three of them have a wealth of experience in many different areas. It will be really 
exciting to see them together in the BMW Z4 GT3. Our BMW Motorsport engineers 
are also fascinated by this unusual project. They are really enthusiastic about working 
with the drivers to find the optimal technical solutions. We are confident that we will 
have a great 24-hour race with this unique trio of drivers and our BMW Z4 GT3.” 
 
“Timo and Bruno are two fantastic people, great guys and outstanding racing 
drivers,” said Zanardi. “I think we will form a really strong team. Everyone in the BMW 
Motorsport family has a very close relationship. However, one thing really touched 
me: when we started planning for the 24-hour race, everyone was hooked 
immediately. That makes me very proud, since they are all real racers who want to be 
successful. That showed me that they all believe in me and trust me to be 
competitive enough. They not only see it as an adventure to drive with me at this 
endurance race, but also believe they have a good chance of getting a good result 
for BMW. That is definitely what we will be aiming for.” 
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“When BMW asked me whether I would be willing to get involved in this project, I did 
not hesitate for a second,” said Glock. “Alex had already told me in the winter that he 
really wanted to do a 24-hour race at some point. Back then I told him I would 
definitely be on board if he and BMW were to embark such a fantastic venture. And 
now that opportunity has actually presented itself. It is an incredibly exciting project. It 
requires a completely different approach to usual. It is also a very emotional project 
for me as I have always followed Alex Zanardi ever since his time in Formula One and 
ChampCar. It is fantastic to share a car with him now.” 
 
“I am really looking forward to the 24-hour race at Spa-Francorchamps,” said 
Spengler. “I drove the 24 Hours of Daytona in January and really enjoyed it. But the 
fact that BMW is now giving me the opportunity to race alongside Alex in a BMW Z4 
GT3 is amazing. It really is an honour for me to be part of this team. This project will 
be a great experience for me, and I am very motivated. Alex, Timo and I are a good 
team and I can hardly wait to compete together.”  
 
In preparation for the endurance classic, Zanardi, Glock and Spengler will race in the 
Blancpain Endurance Series at the “Circuit Paul Ricard” in Le Castellet (FR) on 19th 
and 20th June. The three BMW works drivers will then take part in the official test for 
the 24 Hours of Spa-Francorchamps on 24th June. 
 
Facts and Figures. 
 
Alessandro Zanardi. 
 
Date of birth: 23

rd
 October 1966 

Birthplace: Bologna (IT) 
Residence: Padua (IT) 
Family status: married, one son 
 
Racing career. 
 
2014  Blancpain Sprint Series with BMW 
2004-2009  FIA World Touring Car Championship with BMW (four wins) 
2003   Comeback with BMW in the FIA European Touring Car Championship 
2001   CART Championship, serious crash on 15

th
 September at the Lausitzring, 

in which he lost both legs 
1999  Formula One 
1997/1998  CART World Series (2x champion) 
1996  IndyCar World Series 
199-1994  Formula One 
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Timo Glock. 
 
Date of birth: 18

th
 March 1982 

Birthplace: Lindenfels (DE) 
Residence: Landschlacht (CH) 
Family status: married, one son 
 
Racing career. 
 
since 2013  BMW works driver in the DTM 
2008-2012  Formula One 
2007   1

st
 place GP2 Championship, Formula One test driver for the BMW 

Sauber F1 Team 
2005  ChampCar World Series, Rookie of the Year 
2004  Formula One 
2001  1

st
 place Formula BMW ADAC Championship 

2000  1
st
 place BMW ADAC Formula Junior Cup 

 
 

Bruno Spengler. 
 
Date of birth:  23

rd
 August 1983 

Birthplace:  Schiltigheim (FR) 
Residence:  Möhlin (CH) 
Family status:  single 
 
Racing career. 
 
since 2012  BMW works driver in the DTM 

 DTM Champion in 2012 with the BMW M3 DTM 
2005-2011  DTM 
2002 1

st
 place Formula Renault North America 

 2
nd

 place Formula Renault Germany 
 

 
Press contact: 
Jörg Kottmeier, Phone: +49 (0) 170 566 6112, joerg.kottmeier@bmw.de 
Danilo Coglianese, Phone: +49 (0) 176 601 72405, danilo.coglianese@bmw.de 
Ingo Lehbrink, Phone: +49 (0) 176 203 40224, ingo.lehbrink@bmw.de 
  
You can find the latest BMW Motorsport media information and copyright-free images for editorial 
purposes online at: www.press.bmwgroup-sport.com 
 

 

 


