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1. MINI COOPER: (Short story).


MINI COPER: The Modern Interpretation of an Immortal Legend.
“The MINI is a piece of automotive history. Our mission was 
to combine the emotional power of the former model 
with the technology of the future”, states Frank Stephenson, 
the Chief Designer of this outstanding new car.

The new COOPER is a future-oriented interpretation of a genuine classic. On the one hand it reveals clear reminiscences of the old Cooper, on the other hand it offers the best technology available 
in this segment of the market today. A fully-fledged four-seater, 
the expression of a modern, urban lifestyle catering ideally for the wishes and expectations of customers in the new millennium, beyond the usual restraints of fashion and fleeting trends. This is 
a car that spells out the joy of living, bringing together different groups and classes within society, different countries and generations. And it is exactly the opposite of a status symbol.

MINI: Design.

The COOPER stands out through its organic design, all of the car’s lines flowing full of style, elegance and purity. The COOPER has an extremely dynamic look even when it is not moving, creating the impression that it is about to leap forward. Particular attention was given to keeping the wheelbase as long as possible: First, 
to accentuate that typical MINI feeling; second, to give the car truly unique roadholding, taking the demands made in terms of safety both today and tomorrow into account. The design of the engine compartment lid alone makes the COOPER absolutely unmistakable. The dominating headlights give the car its unique face, always conveying an impression of friendli​ness, performance and agility.

The extremely short rear end, the steep-rising side sections, 
and the powerful-looking rear lights give the COOPER a compact but nevertheless dynamic appearance. A particularly impressive feature is the re-interpretation of the rear lights carrying traditional design into the new millennium. The COOPER is one of the very few cars with its rear lights outside of the luggage compartment opening. Flared wheel arches and the horizontal lines on the rear end 
also help to give the COOPER an extremely wide look from behind.

Inside the car, important instruments reinterpreted in their styling provide precise and quick information on the car’s primary functions such as engine and road speed, the fuel level, and coolant temperature. All of these units excel through their high standard 
of functional and practical value. Focusing on the design of the centre console, the engineers have also developed a particular look following the simple and straight​forward philosophy that the MINI 
is different. Particular attention has been given in this context to the touch of the surface and the various materials, all switches coming with a surface finish particularly pleasant and efficient to hold in the interest of comfortable and convenient use.

MINI: Technical Features.

The structure of the body setting standards in this segment is at least as exciting as the actual design language of the car. Using 
the most advanced construction and design methods such as virtual crash simulation, the responsible designers and engineers have achieved an optimum standard of body stiffness within compact dimensions. This alone is one of the reasons for the go-kart-like motoring experience offering the driver sheer driving pleasure naturally enhanced to a maximum by the four-cylinder, 16-valve, 
1.6-litre power unit.

Clearly, an ultra-modern suspension oriented towards the needs 
and preferences of the driver is essential for converting this kind 
of power into genuine driving pleasure. Precisely this is why the COOPER comes with truly exceptional handling, with changes in 
the road surface having virtually no effect on the car’s roadholding 
or driving characteristics. Passive safety has of course also been enhanced to a maximum, setting new standards for a car of this size. All body components taking up energy in the event of an impact have been developed according to BMW’s strictest safety principles. With the passenger cell offering 2–3 times the torsional stiffness otherwise to be found in this segment, and with an airbag system quite unique in this part of the market, crash safety is enhanced to a maximum. Both the driver and front passenger are protected by frontal airbags fitted as standard in the steering wheel and instrument panel, as well as side airbags integrated in the seats.

The COOPER is furthermore the only car in its class optionally available with a head airbag system (AHPS 2 = Advanced Head Protection System), ensuring maximum safety and avoidance 
of head injury for the car’s occupants both front and rear. 
Extra-wide door reinforcements offer the occupants additional 
safety and protection should the worst ever come to the worst.

MINI: A Unique Brand in the BMW Group Portfolio.

MINI is a unique, independent brand within the BMW Group. Through the MINI, the BMW Group is once again proving its outstanding ability to develop, manufacture, and sell the individual Group brands according to flexible processes tailored to 
the customer and market requirements.

The MINI will be sold worldwide as a global brand.

The MINI will be built at BMW’s Oxford Plant in the UK, naturally applying the principles and quality standards of BMW production. Production of the first pre-series cars will be starting after the year 2000 summer break.

In its volume years, the MINI is expected to reach a worldwide 
sales level of 100,000 units a year. The entry-level price of the MINI in Germany will be significantly below DM 30,000.00.

2. MINI COOPER (Long story).

2.1
MINI COOPER: 
The Modern Interpretation 
of an Immortal Legend.

“The MINI conjures a smile on o your face” – this was the statement made by John Cooper after driving t for the first time the modern interpretation of the car he himself originally developed back in 1961. “The MINI is a piece of automotive history. Our mission was 
to combine the emotional power of the former model with the technology of the future”, states Frank Stephenson, the Chief Designer of this outstanding new car.

When John Cooper, the world-famous designer and constructor of racing cars, presented his car to the world public for the first time 
in 1961, he not only revealed a new car, but also set a new standard in design destined to remain an outstanding feature on our roads 
the world over for years and even decades. The concept was simple but ingenious at the same time: To combine the most compact dimensions outside with maximum space inside, creating a car for everybody and, in particular, for all requirements people have in 
their everyday life.

Now this idea is returning within the BMW Group, the new MINI COOPER offering the future-oriented interpretation of a genuine classic. On the one hand its exterior design is reminiscent in every respect of the old Cooper, on the other hand the new COOPER features the highest standard of technology conceivable in this segment today. “The COOPER is not a retro-design car – rather, 
the COOPER stands for evolution, it has the genes and charac-teristics of its predecessor, but at the same time it is larger, more powerful, more muscular, and more exciting than its predecessor ever was”, says Frank Stephenson, the Chief Designer of the MINI.

A fully-fledged four-seater, the expression of a modern, 
urban lifestyle catering ideally for the wishes and expectations of customers in the new millennium, beyond the usual restraints 
of fashion and fleeting trends. This is a car that spells out the joy 
of living, bringing together different groups and classes within society, different countries and generations. And it is exactly 
the opposite of a status symbol.

The COOPER is however reminiscent of its legendary predecessor only in its compact design and dimensions. For when it comes 
to safety, high technology, driving dynamics, flexibility, and individual style, the COOPER clearly lives up in every respect to all modern standards. 

This means it also offers the highest conceivable standard of technical refinement without any fundamental changes to the car’s compact and dynamic look. 

Back in 1997 a concept version of the COOPER already thrilled both the press and the public at the Frankfurt Motor Show. Even on that early date the lines and design of the car clearly proved that it was BMW’s intention to maintain all the charm and compact muscularity of the former model. The task was now to integrate these values into a car concept for the 21st century – precisely this was the challenge facing the Company’s designers and engineers preparing the world debut of the COOPER at the Paris Motor Show in September 2000.

2.2
Unmistakable Design.

In its basic design, the COOPER is characterised by a clear pledge to its legendary predecessor. It is compact and dynamic from 
every perspective, transcends all social and automobile classes, 
and is absolutely unmistakable in every respect.

Exterior Design.

The COOPER boasts an organic design concept throughout, 
all lines flowing in a symbiosis of elegance and purity. The car looks extremely dynamic even when not moving, giving you the impression that it is about to leap forwards. This impression is created by the four main lines so characteristic of the COOPER: The line between the windows and the side-sills, which makes the car look very wide and muscular, the roof line angled down slightly to the rear and giving the COOPER a powerful touch of dynamism and elegance, 
as well as the side line itself, giving the car a powerful, road-hugging look from every perspective. A further highlight emphasized by 
the design is the “shoulders” of the COOPER, that is the line directly beneath the windows, making the car look even more masculine 
and powerful in its orientation. The windows extending all round are a derivative from modern architecture with the load-bearing parts behind glass, again giving the COOPER a flowing, future-oriented and truly unique look.

A feature particularly important to the car’s designers was to make the wheelbase as long as possible – first, in order to emphasize that typical MINI feeling; second, to  create unique roadholding at all times, complying with safety requirements both today and in future.

The view of the car from the front again makes the COOPER absolutely unmistakable. Indeed, it is the engine compartment lid and the dominating front lights that give the COOPER its powerful face full of expression, a face combining friendliness with a look 
of performance and agility.

Apart from these reminiscences, however, the COOPER also focuses on outstanding innovations such as the new light system within 
the headlights meeting all the economic requirements of a car in 
the 21st century and xenon light technology available as an option, impressively accentuating the reinterpretation of this concept. 

The COOPER will be available in no less than 14 paintwork colours, the roof and exterior mirrors coming either in white or black. The wheels fitted as standard are 15-inch aluminium rims either in white or silver. A wide range of chrome trim helps to further enhance the sophisticated looks and appearance of the car also available as an option with ornamental stripes on the engine compartment lid as yet another pledge to its predecessor. And last but certainly not least, the COOPER is also available with a panorama sunroof.

The extremely short rear end, the steeply rising side sections, 
and the dominating rear lights again give the COOPER a compact but agile look.

Yet a further impressive feature is the reinterpretation of the rear lights carrying the traditional design and shape of the car forward into the new millennium. Indeed, the COOPER is one of the rare cars with its rear lights outside the luggage compartment opening, 
again providing a unique, unmistakable touch.

Like the steeply rising rear end almost square in its design and dimensions, the flared wheel arches and horizontal rear lines help 
to give the COOPER an extremely “wide” look from behind.

The Interior.

Important instruments again reinterpreted in their design offer precise and quick information on the car’s primary functions, such as engine and road speed, the amount of fuel in the tank, and the coolant temperature. All of these controls and instruments are highly functional, the rev counter fitted as standard, for example, being adjustable in its position together with the steering column, allowing the driver to choose his personal setting for optimum clarity and information at all times – and thus ensuring even greater driving pleasure as well as additional safety on the road. A further benefit 
of this special arrangement is the choice it gives the driver to pick his own personal perspective, looking ahead at the road with optimum clarity.

Focusing on the design of the centre console, the Company’s engineers have again opted for some very special features reflecting the philosophy that the MINI is simply different. One point to which they have given particular attention is the feel, the touch of all surfaces. All switches and controls come with a very pleasant, secure touch, making all control functions particularly comfortable and convenient. The interior, in turn, has been designed throughout to meet the requirements made of a small car in the new millennium. In its design and functionality, the centre console sets new, unprecedented standards. Rotary knobs and toggle switches allow all functions to be set and controlled with absolute ease – and they are naturally absolutely clear and highly attractive in their design. The choice of seat upholstery is naturally a matter of personal taste, with the MINI being available with either leather upholstery or 
various styles of fabric.

A particularly high level of comfort when entering the car is ensured by the wide-opening doors. Adjustment of the steering column according to the driver’s requirements is naturally standard, as is 
the driver’s seat adjustable for height. Further standard features are central locking with remote control and the luggage compartment opening electrically. Options available for the individual driver are Steptronic automatic transmission, a multifunction steering wheel, and a rain sensor controlling the windscreen wipers.

Particular attention has also been given to the sound quality offered to the modern purchaser, the COOPER coming with a wide range 
of highly customised sound systems. This means that there are hardly any limits to the choice of individual music systems tailored perfectly in each case to the driver’s personal taste and preferences.

As an option the MINI COOPER is also available with a screen navigation system (16:9 aspect ratio) presenting road maps with optimum clarity.

The luggage compartment is large enough for two and can be enlarged substantially by the rear seats folding forwards in 50:50 subdivision.

2.3
Body and Suspension.

The structure of the body setting standards in this segment is at least as exciting as the actual design language of the car. Using 
the most advanced construction and design methods such as virtual crash simulation, the responsible designers and engineers have achieved an optimum standard of body stiffness within compact dimensions. This alone gives the driver a unique experience of sheer driving pleasure at its best, enhanced to a maximum by the four-cylinder, 16-valve, 1.6-litre power unit. Clearly, an ultra-modern suspension oriented towards the needs and preferences of the driver is essential for converting this kind of power into genuine driving pleasure. Precisely this is why the COOPER comes as standard with disc brakes on all four wheels, inner-vented at the front. And it is also why the suspension and steering are sports-tuned to the highest standard. The multi-link rear axle, finally, 
also to be found on BMW cars, is completely new in this segment. Features of this kind explain why the COOPER comes with truly exceptional handling, with changes in the road surface having virtually no effect on the car’s roadholding or driving characteristics – and thus avoiding any unpleasant surprises on the road at any time. 

This clearly proves that the BMW Group’s engineers have been 
most successful in combining the technological values and merits 
of both brands in perfect harmony. 

2.4
Setting New Standards 
      in Terms of Safety.

Passive safety has of course also been enhanced to a maximum, setting new standards for a car of this size. All body components taking up energy in the event of an impact have been developed according to BMW’s strictest safety principles. With the passenger compartment offering 2–3 times the torsional stiffness otherwise 
to be found in this segment, and with an airbag system quite unique in this part of the market, crash safety is enhanced to a maximum. Both the driver and front passenger are protected by frontal airbags fitted as standard in the steering wheel and instrument panel, as well as side airbags integrated in the seats and significantly reducing 
the risk of upper body injury in the event of an impact from the side. 

The COOPER is furthermore available as option with a head airbag system (AHPS 2 = Advanced Head Protection System), 
ensuring maximum safety and avoidance of head injury for the car’s occupants both front and rear. 

Extra-wide door reinforcements offer the occupants additional safety and protection should the worst ever come to the worst.

It almost goes without saying that the COOPER is fitted as standard with ABS anti-lock brakes and a tyre pressure warning system quite unique in this segment of the market. And as an option it can also be fitted with DSC Dynamic Stability Control and xenon headlights.

2.5
The MINI 
and Its Target Groups.

What motivates people to buy a MINI COOPER? Is it the car’s unmistakable design? Its agility? Its wide range of customisation options? Or its safety on the road? It is certainly all of these features in one way or another, each feature naturally being given a different focus, depending on the purchaser’s personal wishes and preferences. Whatever these personal wishes and preferences may be, the MINI is always an absolutely authentic car, just like the people who drive it. 

But what exactly makes the MINI so unique and unmistakable? 
Quite simply, it is the fact that MINI is an emotional brand, a brand dedicated to the joy of life. It is part of a modern, urban lifestyle, 
it is a brand with its own refreshing, modern and seductive style itself. MINI simply stands for joy of life, fun, pleasure and character.

Who will find the MINI particularly appealing? The MINI is cosmopolitan, the MINI and the MINI brand as such have always succeeded in thrilling enthusiasts young and old in all countries 
and throughout all segments of society, without becoming any kind of status symbol in the process.

Potential purchasers of the MINI have one thing in common: 
They enjoy life in every respect, whether at work, in their leisure time, or in their family life – and they attach great significance to their independence, they are spontaneous and creative. In choosing their car they again seek to show their unmistakable style, enjoying active driving pleasure and the experience their car is able to offer them. But at the same time they want a car with sufficient room and flexibility to meet all their demands in an active lifestyle.

Most purchasers are expected to be in the younger target groups, one specific group of purchasers typically representing the “active consumer society” so significant in our modern world: These purchasers are under 35 years of age, in many cases still single, often work in creative professions, show a strong sense of self-confidence and an open mind to the world, and have no problem working successfully in a virtual economy. Another essential factor bound to support the MINI in the market is the growing demand 
for small cars full of flair and expression, cars driven in high-income households as the second or even third vehicle.

2.6
MINI – a Unique Brand within the BMW Group Portfolio.

MINI is a unique brand within the BMW Group. It is destined to 
reach and penetrate new groups of purchasers, thus expanding 
the position of the BMW Group as a whole in the market. Arriving at dealerships in the year 2001, the MINI will be marketed by selected BMW Group dealers and will be presented in its own particular 
area within the showroom, clearly separated from the BMW brand.

The MINI will be sold as a global brand worldwide, following a sales and marketing strategy conceived and developed specifically in order to underline the exclusivity and uniqueness of the MINI brand. Different sales and distribution channels in various countries 
will ensure optimum coverage of the respective market with an appropriate supply of cars.

The MINI has been developed largely in the English offices of the BMW Group Development Division. Various body options are being considered in this ongoing process of development, but currently 
no other variants are planned for the foreseeable future considering the car’s introduction date in the year 2001.

The MINI will be built at the BMW Group’s Oxford Plant in the United Kingdom according to the principles of BMW production and quality requirements. Production of the first pre-series cars will be starting after the year 2000 summer break. Sales of 100,000 units a year are expected worldwide in the volume years of the new car. The entry-level price of the MINI in Germany, finally, will be significantly below DM 30,000.00.
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