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Croft – Rounds 11  and 12 –  16/17 July 2005 - Race.

Bird dominates again and Meadows is top Rookie.

Croft, 16 July, 2005. Sam Bird increased his winning run to four with a dominant victory in the first Formula BMW UK Championship race of the Croft weekend. He led from start to finish from pole and was followed home by Philip Glew (Mark Burdett Motorsport), Dean Smith (Nexa Racing) and his Fortec Motorsport team-mate, Stian Sørlie. 

This has further extended Sam’s lead in the drivers’ championship to 37 points with Stian second. A good result in the race has promoted Dean to third but a spin meant Matt Howson (Filsell Motorsport), a former leader of the series, has now dropped to fourth.

Michael Meadows (Master Motorsport) took his fourth Rookie class win and finished fifth overall after starting alongside Sam on the front row of the grid. His main rival Euan Hankey (Barwell Motorsport) could only finish fourth in class after a spin, with Jonathan Legris giving Formula Racing Ltd a good start to its championship debut with second in the category. 

Sam was obviously delighted, and had to make sure of getting a good start twice due to a red flag at the end of lap two. “My first start was amazing and then for the second I had to keep my nerve. I kept my head down and, despite a couple of silly mistakes, kept a comfortable lead.” Philip felt he had a ‘good race’ after taking second from Michael on lap one. “I am going to make it harder for Sam tomorrow as we are both on the front row,” he said. Michael was mindful of the fact Philip Glew could not score points and said: “I made a better second start and kept in formation, but when Philip was on the inside of me I didn’t fight him as I was thinking about the championship. Dean also got by and when I made a wrong downshift later Stian was also by, but I wanted the Rookie points and I am more than happy with the class win.”

Stian said he was not totally happy, but felt they were going in the right direction with his car. “We changed something before the race but didn’t know if we had gone in the right direction. It helped and I feel I have more or less the same speed as Sam now.” Dean’s comment was: “It was a very fast race. Once I got by Michael the three of us were like still life as there was nothing I could do to get by. I just kept everything chilled and, despite the tyres going off at the end of the race, knew I could get some valuable championship points.”

As the cars left the grid at the start of the race Niall Breen’s Barwell Motorsport car was hit, spun in mid air and ended up on the inside of the track with what he thought was a broken drive shaft. As the cars came by for the start of lap two Aaron Steele (Mark Burdett Motorsport) found himself on the grass and try as he might could do nothing to avoid hitting the stationary Barwell car. He hit the car at about 100mph and destroyed the front of his car and the rear of Niall’s. Despite the impact, Aaron escaped unhurt and said: “When I was about ten yards from the car I realised this could hurt. Thankfully it was the car and not me that got hurt. All the safety devices worked and this has given me great confidence in the strength of the car.“ However, the damage to the car meant it was not possible for the team to repair it in time for round 12.  When the race re-started for a shortened 9 laps it was Sam in the lead again, but the action behind him was fast and furious with fights all the way down for points scoring places. At the end of lap 6 Jordan Wise (Nexa Racing) and Stian went over the start finish line side by side and were shadowed down the back straight by the Carlin Motorsport cars of Simon Walker Hansell and Duarte Felix da Costa and the Team SWR Loctite car of Lars Viljoen. Unfortunately Lars then had a collision with Jonathan Legris, while Jordan fell back with what the team suspect is a loss of power. For Sam the race never looked in doubt and he was able to control the gap to Philip and cross the finish line nearly two seconds ahead.

Results – Round 11 – 9 Laps 

1 Sam Bird (GBR) (Fortec Motorsport)



12:40.553

2  Philip Glew (GBR) (Mark Burdett Motorsport)


12:42.291

3  Dean Smith (GBR) (Nexa Racing)




12:43.394

4  Stian Sørlie (NOR) (Fortec Motorsport) 



12:49.404

5 Michael Meadows (GBR) (Master Motorsport) R


12:51.256

6  Simon Walker-Hansell (GBR) (Carlin Motorsport)


12:54.442

7 Duarte Felix da Costa (POR) (Carlin Motorsport)


12:56.848 

8 Jordan Wise (GBR) (Nexa Racing)




12:59.510

9  Ross Curnow (GBR) (Promatecme/Soper Sport)


13:00.333

10 Jonathan Legris (GBR) (Formula Racing Ltd) R


13:00.925

11 Joe Osborne (GBR) (Nexa Racing) R



13:02.640 

12 Callum MacLeod (GBR) Filsell Motorsport)


13:03.655

13 Matt Harris (GBR) (Team SWR Locktite)



13:04.395

14 Matt Howson (GBR) (Filsell Motorsport)



13:04.595

15 Euan Hankey (GBR) (Barwell Motorsport) R


13:06.766

16 James Wingfield (GBR) (Motaworld Racing)


13:07.694

17 Lars Viljoen (GBR) (Team SWR Locktite)



13:11.383

Not Classified

Oliver Turvey (GBR) (Team SWR Locktite)



7 laps

Nathan Antunes (AUS) (Motaworld Racing)



6 laps

Chris Holmes (GBR) (Fortec Motorsport)



6 laps

Niall Breen (GBR) (Barwell Motorsport)



0 laps

Aaron Steele (GBR) (Mark Burdett Motorsport) R


0 laps

Paul Rees (GBR) (Team SWR Locktite)



0 laps

Fastest Lap

Sam Bird (Fortec Motorsport) 1min 23.641secs, 91.54mph, 147.33kph 

Pole Position – Sam Bird (Fortec Motorsport) 1min 22.734secs

R indicates driver eligible for Rookie Cup

Round 12 of the Championship will be at Croft tomorrow (17th July).

Championship Points Tables

Drivers

1. Bird  (4 wins) 147, 3. Sørlie (2 wins) 110, 3. Smith 93, 4. Howson (3 wins) 91, 5. Walker Hansell (1 win) 73, 6. Antunes (1 win) 68, 7. Curnow 62, 8. Wise 42, 9=. Felix da Costa, Turvey 38, 11. Keen 33, 12. Hankey 26, 13. Meadows 23, 14. Breen 16, 15. Legris 10, 16. Viljoen 6, 17. Harris 5, 18. Leon 3. Sørlie (2 wins) 83, 4. Smith 70, 5. Antunes (1 win) 64, 6. Walker Hansell (1 , 19=. Cauvin, Goldstraw, Macleod 2, 22. Osborne 1.   
Rookies

1. Hankey (5 wins) 155, 2. Meadows (4 wins) 152,  3. Legris (1 win) 112, 4. Osborne 86, 5. Cauvin (1 win) 82, 6. Steele 80, 7. Hoy 40.  
Teams

1. Fortec Motorsport 257, 2. Nexa Racing 135, 3. Carlin Motorsport 111, 4. Filsell Motorsport 93, 5. Team SWR Loctite 82, 6. Motaworld Racing 70, 7. Promatecme/Soper Sport 62, 8. Barwell Motorsport 42, 9. Master Motorsport 23, 10. Pegasus Motorsport International13, 11. Formula Racing Ltd 2.

Background:
Formula BMW is the world’s leading entry-level class in Formula racing. In 2005 the series will be held in Germany, Britain, Asia and the USA. Up-and-coming drivers as young as 15-years-old are given the opportunity of entering motor racing with the high-tech, standard FB02 race car.

This racing car has been seen on the grid since 2002 and has set standards particularly on the safety technology front. The single-seater is propelled by a 140 bhp BMW engine up to 230km/h and exceeds by far the safety requirements for its class. BMW Motorsport has developed the FORS Formula Rescue Race Seat especially for Formula BMW. The HANS safety system is also mandatory.

In 2005, Formula BMW will be staged five times as part of the Formula One support programme. All the series offer a multifaceted Education and Coaching Programme as well as sponsorship for promising racing talents. The best-known alumni of this talent hothouse are Formula One drivers Ralf Schumacher and Christian Klien.

BMW Motorsport Director, Mario Theissen: “Formula BMW offers talented young drivers more than just a car. In the Education and Coaching Programme we have designed specially for them, they learn everything they need to know to hold their own in the big wide world of motor racing. Formula BMW has shot out of the blocks to become the top entry-level class for Formula racing worldwide.”

In December 2005 the Bahrain International Circuit will host the first Formula BMW World Final. Young racing drivers from the four regional Formula BMW series will compete against each other. The winner will get the chance to test a Formula 1 car.
For further information contact:

Ann Bradshaw – mobile +44 7713 317006, e-mail annbradshaw@tiscali.co.uk

OR

Florian Spinoly – mobile +44 7748 146746, e-mail florian.spinoly@bmw.co.uk
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