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Turkish Grand Prix       19th - 21st August 2005 – Preview  
The silence of the summer break will be shattered next weekend when the lights go green for the 14th round of the season, the Turkish Grand Prix. For the first time in its history, the sport will visit Istanbul and the newly constructed Otodrom track. Situated on the Asian side of the historical Bosphorus region, the new circuit will be a venture into the unknown for all the teams, and will bring a host of challenges for all to overcome.
Although the BMW WilliamsF1 Team has not had the opportunity to test due to the August test ban, work has continued relentlessly on the FW27 in an effort to further its performance in preparation for a competitive final stage of the season.
Nick Heidfeld:

“I’m looking forward to the first Turkish Grand Prix for two reasons. Firstly, I’ve never been to Turkey before so I’m excited about visiting a new country. That is probably one of the best things about having a career in Formula One, you get the opportunity to see places you may not have done otherwise. Secondly, I’m really looking forward to driving the circuit. There’s nothing more exciting for a driver than racing on a new track. 
From everything I’ve heard, the Otodrom sounds really interesting. It has plenty of gradient changes, which I particularly like. Obviously we’re going to have to deal with Turkey’s considerable heat, but I’ve never had a problem with that in the past. The ability to prepare for a new circuit is, of course, limited. I’ve bought the Playstation game but, before I go to Turkey, I’ll also be doing some work in our simulator at Grove.”

Mark Webber:
“I always look forward to new venues. Although there are a lot of races on this year’s calendar, it’s rare that we go to new circuits which challenge the drivers. I think, though, that Istanbul will do exactly that. I visited the circuit at the start of 2004 and, although they had only just started excavating the site, it looked like it was going to have some good characteristics and have the potential for a great Formula One track. Looking at the data now, the circuit appears to have a lot of slow corners, interspersed with long straights. Whether this will provide overtaking opportunities, we will have to wait and see. The circuit’s organisers have put so much effort into bringing F1 to Turkey, I really hope that the locals get behind the race so we can put on a good show for them and the rest of the world.  
Both Nick and I scored points in the last race in Budapest, and I hope we can continue to make progress at Istanbul so we can challenge for podiums again before the end of the season.”
Sam Michael (Technical Director, WilliamsF1):

Although we have had a three week break since Budapest, everyone at Grove has been working hard to bring development parts for the FW27 to Istanbul. We made a good step in performance at the last race and we intend to continue that trend in Turkey.

Istanbul is a completely new circuit but this doesn’t stop us from analysing certain aspects to feed into our simulation tools. From these tools, we can predict the set-up, downforce level, brake severity, cooling level and the effect on tyre compounds. We are expecting high ambient temperatures, perhaps up to 40°C, which, with no cloud cover, will result in track temperatures reaching around 55°C. In terms of strategy and overtaking opportunities, Istanbul will again present a new challenge for the engineers and the drivers.

Mario Theissen (BMW Motorsport Director):

“We will be competing in Istanbul with the BMW P84/5 engines we used in Budapest, which means we have to cope with two hot races in a row. This places extreme demands on reliability, particularly as the circuit has a number of elevations. In all likeliness, we will be using the largest air intakes possible at the Turkish Grand Prix, as we did in Hungary.

We are very much looking forward to Turkey’s first Formula One race, and to visiting such a great city. A new Grand Prix is more than just another race, it means new markets and new opportunities, and as such it will help safeguard the future of Formula One.”  

Stats and facts:

	Circuit/Date
	Istanbul Otodrom / 21st August 2005

	Start time (local/GMT)
	15:00 hrs / 12:00 hrs 

	Lap/Race distance
	5.340 km / 309.720 km (58 laps)

	F1 statistics: 

BMW WilliamsF1 Team
	98 starts, 10 wins, 17 poles 

	WilliamsF1 pre-2000
	356 starts, 103 wins, 108 poles

	BMW pre-2000
	97 starts, 9 wins, 15 poles


History and background:

The Turkish Grand Prix is the only new race on this year’s calendar. Last year, we welcomed two new venues, Bahrain and China. All three circuits were designed by Herman Tilke. The Otodrom has taken almost two years to complete, with work having started on 10th September 2003.

The track itself will be a rollercoaster ride for the drivers with several elevations, long straights and six right-hand and eight left-hand corners, all driven in an anti-clockwise direction. At its widest, the circuit measures over 20 metres in diameter while, at its narrowest, the track slims down to just 14 metres. The start / finish straight stretches over 655.5 metres. The Istanbul Otodrom has a crowd capacity of 130,000. 

	
	Mark Webber #7
	 Nick Heidfeld #8

	Born
	27.08.76, Queanbeyan/AUS
	10.05.77, Mönchengladbach/D 

	Nationality
	Australian
	German

	Residence
	Aylesbury (GB) 
	Stäfa (CH)

	Marital status 
	Partner Ann
	Partner Patricia, daughter Juni

	Height
	1.84 m
	1.64 m

	Weight
	74 kg
	59 kg

	F1 debut
	2002, Melbourne
	2000, Melbourne

	GP starts
	62
	96

	Points 2005
	24 (10th place)
	28 (9th place)

	Points total
	50
(2/2002,17/2003,7/2004)
	56
(12/2001,7/2002,6/2003,3/2004)

	Best qualifying
	Grid 2 

(MAL 2004, ESP 2005)
	Grid 1 

(EUR 2005)

	Best race
	3rd place

(MCO 2005)
	2nd place 

(MCO 2005, EUR 2005)


	Results 05
	Mark Webber
	Nick Heidfeld

	
	Qualifying
	Race
	Points
	Qualifying
	Race
	Points

	GP Australia 
	3rd  
	5th 
	4
	7th 
	accident
	-

	GP Malaysia
	4th 
	accident
	-
	10th 
	3rd 
	6

	GP Bahrain
	5th 
	6th 
	3
	4th 
	DNF
	-

	GP San Marino
	4th 
	7th 
	2
	9th (G8)
	6th 
	3

	GP Spain
	2nd 
	6th 
	3
	5th  (G17) Grid)
	10th 
	-

	GP Monaco
	3rd
	3rd
	6
	6th
	2nd
	8

	GP Europe
	3rd
	accident
	-
	1st
	2nd
	8

	GP Canada
	14th
	5th
	4
	13th
	DNF
	-

	GP USA
	9th
	DNS
	-
	15th
	DNS
	-

	GP France
	13th
	12th
	-
	14th
	14th
	-

	GP Britain
	12th (G11)
	11th
	-
	14th
	12th
	-

	GP Germany
	6th 
	NC
	-
	7th 
	11th 
	-

	GP Hungary
	16th 
	7th 
	2
	12th 
	6th 
	3
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