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BMW ORACLE Racing Ready For Season Finale in Italy

Top Challenger Aims to Hold off Rivals in Trapani Louis Vuitton Acts 8 and 9 

Trapani, Italy. BMW ORACLE Racing emerged from the racing in Malmo, Sweden as the top-ranked challenger and second overall to the Defender Alinghi but the team faces a tough battle in Italy to retain this position for the season in the last two America’s Cup Class regattas of 2005. The Trapani Louis Vuitton Acts 8 and 9 in Trapani, Sicily, are the final stop on the 2005 America’s Cup racing circuit. The races starting 29 September will decide the 2005 America’s Cup Class season championship. The Swiss Defender has a solid six-point lead over BMW ORACLE Racing going into Trapani and the Challengers Luna Rossa and Emirates Team New Zealand are not far behind the Challenger of Record, setting the stage for some intense racing in Italy. 

“We went to Malmo with the goal of improving our performance and we achieved that with a second place in both Acts 6 and 7,” Dickson said. “The crew did a fantastic job in Sweden. We had great boat handling with few mistakes and most important, the teamwork was first-rate. It’s been a tough few months for our team with some unplanned changes to our race crew, but we are moving on and the results in Malmo showed that even with different crew combinations we are still capable of a strong performance. In Italy, we will do our best to retain that level of performance and of course our ultimate goal will be to take a race off the Defender, Alinghi.”     

As in Malmo, BMW ORACLE Racing will give as many of the sailing team as possible the opportunity to race in these regattas. “With 18 months until the Louis Vuitton Cup, the sailing team continues to develop as we find the ultimate crew combination for 2007. By rotating crew in a racing environment, we will find what produces the best results. Depth in the team is important in a long campaign and the Acts provide the opportunity to develop depth in each position.”

Crew rotation in Trapani includes the return of American Peter Isler to the navigator’s role. “Peter was not able to join us in Malmo so it will be great to have him back on board bringing his winning experience into our afterguard mix,” said Dickson. Larry Ellison will not be in Trapani due to other commitments. Kazuhiko Sofuku will sail these regattas on the bow while Zach Hurst will have the opportunity to be the starting trimmer in Trapani. Trimmer Ross Halcrow is not sailing at the Trapani regattas. 

The BMW ORACLE Racing sailing team in Trapani (Crew member/Nationality/Team Number):

Ian Baker, NZL, 19; David Blanchfield, AUS, 70; Mark Bradford, AUS, 21; David Brooke, NZL, 10; Sean Clarkson, NZL, 9; Julien Cressant, FRA, 3; Rodney Daniel, AUS, 72; Chris Dickson, NZL, 11; Eric Doyle, USA, 14;  Jamie Gale, NZL; 12; Zach Hurst, NZL, 25; Peter Isler, USA, 55; Phil Jameson, NZL, 13; Brian MacInnes, CAN, 44; Craig Monk, NZL, 15; Robbie Naismith, NZL, 38; Bertrand Pace, FRA, 33; Ed Smyth, NZL, 32; Kazuhiko Sofuku, JPN, 23; Joe Spooner, NZL, 99; Brad Webb, NZL, 22; Paul Westlake, AUS, 20.       

Louis Vuitton Ranking – Standings after Malmö-Skane Louis Vuitton Act 7


  1. BMW ORACLE Racing 
41 points
  2. Emirates Team New Zealand 
40 points
  3. Luna Rossa Challenge 
40 points
  4. Desafio Espanol 2007 
30 points
  5. +39 Challenge 
24 points
  6. Mascalzone Latino - Capitalia Team 
24 points
  7. K-Challenge 
23 points
  8. Victory Challenge 
22 points
  9. United Internet Team Germany 
15 points
10. Team Shosholoza 
  9 points
11. China Team 
  6 points
For further information please contact:

BMW ORACLE Racing Press Office

Email: media@bmworacleracing.com

Internet: www.bmworacleracing.com
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Fact Sheet BMW ORACLE Racing 

	Team Name 
	BMW ORACLE Racing

	CEO
	Chris Dickson

	Afterguard
	Chris Dickson, Eric Doyle, Larry Ellison, Peter Isler, Bertrand Pacé, Ed Smyth 

	Yacht Club
	Golden Gate Yacht Club (San Francisco)

	Design
	Design Co-ordinator Ian Burns

BMW ORACLE Racing Design Team

	Crew 
	17 plus one observer

	Nationalities in the team
	16 nations: Argentina, Austria, Australia, Canada, England, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Japan, New Zealand, Nuie, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, USA

	Boat’s hull length
	24 metres

	Boat’s hull width
	4 metres

	Boat’s hull weight
	2 tonnes

	Boat’s keel weight
	19 tonnes

	Boat’s mast height
	33 metres

	Maximum area of mainsail
	218 Square metres

	Maximum area of headsail
	150 Square metres

	Maximum area of spinnaker
	500 Square metres

	Weight of the crew
	Max. 1570 kg (incl. 18th man)

	Top speed
	20 knots (23 mph)

	Force effect due to air stream
	At the bottom of the mast:  up to 50 tonnes 


Background Information





28 September 2005

BMW ORACLE Racing – Milestones

	02 – 04 September 2005
	BMW ORACLE Racing places 2nd at  Malmö-Skåne Louis Vuitton Act 7, Seventh Pre-Regatta for the 32nd America's Cup (Fleet Racing) ); Top Challenger and Overall 2nd place for 2005 ACC Season Championship

	25 – 30 August 2005
	BMW ORACLE Racing places 2nd at  Malmö-Skåne Louis Vuitton Act 6, Sixth Pre-Regatta for the 32nd America's Cup (Match Racing) ); Overall 3rd place for 2005 ACC Season Championship

	24 – 26 June 2005 
	BMW ORACLE Racing places 4th at Valencia Louis Vuitton Act 5, Fifth Pre-Regatta for the 32nd America's Cup (Fleet Racing) ); Overall 4th place for 2005 ACC Season Championship 

	16 – 21 June 2005
	BMW ORACLE Racing places 3rd at Valencia Louis Vuitton Act 4, Fourth Pre-Regatta for the 32nd America's Cup (Match Racing)

	07 March 2005
	BMW ORACLE Racing first team to start 2005 two-boat testing in Valencia with Version 5 boats

	14 – 17 October 2004
	BMW ORACLE Racing places 3rd at Valencia Louis Vuitton Act 3, Third Pre-Regatta for the 32nd America's Cup (Fleet Racing); Overall 2nd place in ACC  Season Championship 2004

	05 – 12 October 2004
	BMW ORACLE Racing places 3rd at Valencia Louis Vuitton Act 2, Second Pre-Regatta for the 32nd America's Cup in Valencia (Match Racing)

	05 – 11 September 2004
	Victory at Marseille Louis Vuitton Act 1, First Pre-Regatta for the 32nd America's Cup

	26 June 2004
	BMW ORACLE Racing Wins UBS Trophy in Newport, RI, USA, defeating America’s Cup Defender Alinghi

	26 May 2004
	ORACLE BMW Racing becomes BMW ORACLE Racing

	April 2004
	BMW and ORACLE Racing sign new contract for the 32nd America’ s Cup in Valencia

	21 September 2003 
	Victory over America's Cup Defender Alinghi at the Moët Cup in San Francisco

	March 2003
	ORACLE BMW Racing becomes Challenger of Record for the 32nd America’s Cup.

	19 January 2003
	ORACLE BMW Racing finish second to Alinghi in Louis Vuitton Cup Finals

	01 October 2002
	Start of Louis Vuitton Cup 

	12 July 2002
	Commissioning of USA-71 and USA-76 in Auckland, New Zealand

	08 July 2002
	BMW and ORACLE Racing announce relationship

	27 April 2001
	Team Becomes Official Challenger, representing Golden Gate YC, San Francisco, USA, for 2003 America’s Cup

	May 2000
	Team ORACLE Racing Founded
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BMW ORACLE Racing Team
Portraits of the Sailors
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Baker, Ian

Function: Grinder

Date of birth: 19.04.1974

Nationality: NZL

Team Number: 19

He knows what it takes to build strength for his role as a grinder. When he started sailing in the demanding Olympic Finn class at the age of nineteen, he put on 20kgs in 9 months. The three-times winner of New Zealand's national Finn championships, was a member of Team New Zealand's campaign in 2003.
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Blanchfield, David

Function: Pitman

Date of birth: 29.12.1967

Nationality: AUS

Team Number: 70

"Rat", as everyone calls him, has always lived around sailboats as he grew up in the harbor of Sydney. He has competed in four America's Cups (1992 - Challenge Australia, 1995 - Sydney 95, 2000 - Abracadabra 2000, 2001-2003 Prada Challenge). He has no less than 14 editions of the Sydney-Hobart and three Admiral's Cups and one Volvo Ocean Race (2001-News Corp).
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Bradford, Mark

Function: Traveler

Date of birth: 08.02.1971

Nationality: AUS

Team Number: 21

Bradford campaigned in the 470 class for the Barcelona and Atlanta Olympics. In 1996, he started a sail loft in his home town of Brisbane which later became North Sails Brisbane.  He also dominated the Australian/ New Zealand Etchells circuit culminating in a second place in the 2002 worlds and was ranked fourth in the world for three years through 2004. He was invited to join BMW ORACLE racing after winning the New Zealand Etchells Championship with Dennis Conner and Joe Allen in 2003.
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Brooke, David

Function: Mastman

Date of birth: 09.03.1965

Nationality: NZL

Team Number: 10

Brooke has sailed three America’s Cup – on NZL20 in 1992, Dickson’s TAG Heuer in 1995 and ORACLE BMW Racing in 2002-03. He has won several races, e.g. the Admiral’s Cup, the Kenwood Cup, and a Sydney-Hobart as well as 

the Whitbread Round the World race with New Zealand Endeavour (1993-94). Aside from racing, he has skippered a super yacht around 

the world and has a passion for refurbishing old boats.



	Clarke, Stu

Position: After Grind/Pit Assist

Date of birth: 31.07.1972

Nationality: NZL

Team Number: 31

[image: image8.emf]

Clarke discovered his passion for competitive sports early in life and it 

has stayed with him ever since. He loves nothing better than taking on opponents on the 

water. He first competed with ORACLE BMW Racing in the in 2003 America’s Cup campaign, 

and sailed for AmericaOne three years earlier.
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Clarkson, Sean

Function: Trimmer

Date of birth: 27.11.1969

Nationality: NZL

Team Number: 9

In sailing circles, he seems to have done it all - he’s ventured thousands of miles across 

oceans, plunging to the depths of the Roaring Forties and Screaming Fifties, chalked up four America’s Cup campaigns, competed in an Olympics and collected sailing titles around the 

globe.

	Crawford, Scott

Function: Grinder

Date of birth: 03.04.1973

Nationality: NZL

Team Number: 8

[image: image10.emf]

Crawford is a more than capable grinder on board  an America's Cup boat, but his main role is to make sure those around him are in top physical shape. The New Zealander specialises as a strength and conditioning coach, and filled that role at the OneWorld syndicate in the Louis Vuitton Cup 2002.

	Cressant, Julien

Position: Mastman

Date of birth: 16.08.1973

Nationality: FRA

Team Number: 3

[image: image11.emf]

His motto: "Always try to achieve your dream and push hard for it." His dream is to win the America’s Cup. A successful multihull sailor - his achievements include the 24-hour record - Cressant competed with French AC challenges twice. In 2007, he hopes to finally achieve his dream with BMW ORACLE Racing.

	 Daniel, Rodney

Position: After Grind/Pit Assist

Date of birth: 30.05.1972

Nationality: AUS

Team Number: 72

[image: image12.emf]

Daniel believes good teamwork is the key to success. He has shown just how good a team player he is on several occasions. In 1996 he broke the 22-year old Sydney Hobart record, where he gained line honours a total of three times. "Roodles" has previously competed in the America’s Cup in 1995 and 2003.
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Dickson, Chris

Function: Skipper

Date of birth: 03.11.1963

Nationality: NZL

Team Number: 11

Dickson counts among the most experienced in the BMW ORACLE Racing team. At 24, he was at the helm of the first New Zealand yacht (KZ-7) to reach the challenger's final of the America's Cup. Since he became three-times Match Racing world champion and three-times Maxi Yacht world champion.
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Doyle, Eric

Function: Afterguard

Date of birth: 04.04.1968

Nationality: USA

Team Number: 14

Doyle first raced for the Cup in 2000, as mainsail trimmer on board Dennis Conner’s Stars & Stripes. He returned to Auckland for the 2002 Louis Vuitton Cup as strategist for ORACLE 

BMW Racing. He is an accomplished Star sailor, winning the North Americans and the Worlds in 1999.
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Drennan, Noel

Function: Trimmer

Date of birth: 18.11.1960

Nationality: IRE

Team Number: 63

Drennan has America’s Cup and round-the-world experience - as a trimmer/helmsman on the winning illbruck in the 2001-02 Volvo Ocean Race, and two Cup campaigns with Dennis Conner’s Stars & Stripes (2000/03). Being regarded as one of the best sailmakers, he is also one of the world’s top Etchells sailors. Drennan is on temporary leave form the team until March 2006 to compete in the Volvo Ocean Race.


	Ellison, Larry

Function: Afterguard

Date of birth: 26.08.1944

Nationality: USA

Team Number: 17

[image: image16.emf]

With years of top-level international yachting competition behind him, Ellison's Sayonara won the Maxi World Championships three times. Ellison founded the ORACLE BMW Racing team for the 2003 America's Cup. A member of the afterguard, Ellison's team earned a berth as Louis Vuitton Cup Finalist and then became the Challenger of Record for the 32nd America's Cup. As helmsman, Ellison won the Owner Driver Series of the Moet Cup in 2003 and the UBS Trophy in 2004.
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Gale, Jamie

Function: Pitman

Date of birth: 25.11.1971

Nationality: NZL

Team Number: 12

He was a sailing team member of Team New Zealand when they clinched the historic victory off Point Loma in 1995. After that he has sailed the 1999 Louis Vuitton Cup and the Olympic Games. One of the highlights of Gale’s career so far has been winning the Volvo Ocean Race as mastman on board illbruck in 2002.
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Halcrow, Ross

Function: Trimmer

Date of birth: 17.11.1966

Nationality: NZL

Team Number: 4

Halcrow is considered one of the best sail trimmers and was part of the Team New Zealand which won the America’s Cup in 1995. He gained further sailing reputation as part of the illbruck Challenge crew which won the 2001-02 Volvo Ocean Race and is winner of five World Championships. He has been involved in the America’s Cup for 16 years.
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Hurst, Zachary

Function: Trimmer

Date of birth: 19.10.1977

Nationality: NZL

Team Number: 25

Hurst is a professional sailmaker and was trimmer with Team New Zealand's America's Cup campaign 2003. The young yachtsman's passion is Match Racing. The trimmer competed in the leading Match Race Series for professionals, the Swedish Match Tour.



	Isler, Peter

Function: Navigator

Date of birth: 31.05.55

Nationality: USA

Team Number: 55

[image: image20.emf]

Isler has been involved in every America's Cup since winning it as navigator aboard Dennis Conner's Stars & Stripes in Australia in 1987. He has sailed in four Cup campaigns – all in the afterguard aboard Stars & Stripes ('87, '88, '00 and '03) winning it twice ('87 and '88). He is president of Isler Sailing International, Inc. a sports marketing and television production company. 
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Jameson, Phil

Function: Mid-Bow

Date of birth: 30.07.1977

Nationality: NZL

Team Number: 13

Through two campaigns with Team New Zealand, including the 2000 defence, he headed the chaseboat team and became skilled at boat maintenance and sailmaking. Jameson joined ORACLE BMW Racing in 2003 as a sailor. His responsibilities include making and maintaining the boats’ running rigging.
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Kolb, Tony

Function: Bowman

Date of birth: 01.04.1976

Nationality: GER

Team Number: 7

Kolb, born in Munich, is a skilled sailmaker and boatbuilder A member of the winning illbruck team at the Volvo Ocean Race 2002, he earned victories at the Sydney Hobart race 2000, and the North American Melges 24. He was also the winner of the Melges Worlds in 2002 and the Star Class at Kiel Week 2003. Kolb is on temporary leave from the team until June 2006 to compete in the Volvo Ocean Race.

	MacInnes, Brian

Function: Grinder

Date of birth: 03.04.1968

Nationality: CAN

Team Number: 44

[image: image23.emf]

MacInnes started sailing when he was four years old. He captained the WindQuest Sailing Team for 10 years, and has sailed in dozens of Maxis, 48’s and 50’s, twice garnering boat of the week honours at Key West race week. As a three-times America’s Cup sailor he was a member of Young America (1999-2000), Aloha Racing in 2000 and of ORACLE BMW Racing in 2003.



	Monk, Craig

Function: Grinder

Date of birth: 23.05.1967

Nationality: NZL

Team Number: 15

[image: image24.emf]

Monk has experienced every aspect of sailing. Since 1995 he has focussed on the America's Cup. In 1995 and 2000 he was a member of the victorious Team New Zealand. He also won many national titles sailing single-hand Finn dinghies and a bronze medal in the Finn Class in the 1992 Olympic Games.
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Naismith, Robbie

Function: Trimmer

Date of birth: 04.05.1964

Nationality: NZL

Team Number: 38

The 32nd America’s Cup will be Naismith’s 5th campaign (’92, ’95, ’00, ’03, ’07). He is a two-time America’s Cup winner (in 1995 and 2000 with Team New Zealand),  and a Louis Vuitton Cup winner (1995 with Team New Zealand), a Whitbread Round the World race, a couple of Kenwood Cups, Sydney Hobarts, Admiral’s Cups and Maxi Worlds.
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Pacé, Bertrand

Function: Afterguard

Date of birth: 16.08.1961

Nationality: FRA

Team Number: 33

Pacé developed his knowledge and talent over decades of professional sailing. With the America’s Cup team in Valencia in 2007, he is steering towards his sixth America’s Cup participation – 1987 with French Kiss Syndicate, 1992, 1995 and 2000 with Le Défi and 2003 with Team New Zealand.
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Smyth, Ed

Position: Afterguard

Date of birth: 29.09.1975

Nationality: NZL

Team Number: 32

Smyth has two America’s Cup campaigns under his belt. He was navigator for Young Australia in 2000, and three years later, bolstered the afterguard on OneWorld Challenge. In 1999 he became 49er Class World Champion. In addition to his afterguard duties, he is responsible for the day-to-day running of the onboard computer and instrument systems.
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Sofuku, Kazuhiko
Function: Mid Bow

Date of birth: 25.11.1965

Nationality: JPN

Team Number: 23

"Fuku" has been racing boats at a world-class level for over a dozen years. He began his international career as a grinder in the International 50-footers. In 1992 he crewed in his first match-race series, in 1993 he teamed with Peter Gilmour, with whom he has sailed three America's Cups. He was part of the 2005 Swedish Match Tour winning team. 
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Spooner, Joe

Function: Grinder

Date of birth: 31.10.1973

Nationality: NZL

Team Number: 99

His personal motto is: "Do the best you possibly can at everything you try!" In his career, the former Team New Zealand member (2000-2003), who holds a Bachelor of Business Studies degree in finance and marketing has often proved his abilities: e.g. as a multi-time Fastnet-winner.
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Webb, Brad

Function: Bowman

Date of birth: 30.09.1974

Nationality: NZL

Team Number: 22

In the past nine years he has competed in over 130 events across 16 countries, including three America's Cups. He rates his greatest successes as winning the Swan World Championships 2000, winning the 2002 Swedish Match Tour with ORACLE BMW Racing and the Match Race World Championship 2004.
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Westlake, Paul

Function: Trimmer

Date of birth: 07.08.1961

Nationality: AUS

Team Number: 20

The Australian is not only a successful sailor, but also President of "North Sails Cloth". He has won 7 world championship titles and was part of 4 America’s Cup campaigns (1995 - One Australia, 1992 - Spirit, 1987 - Kookaburra, 1983 - Advance).
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Williams, Carl

Function: Mastman/ Grinder

Date of birth: 06.09.1981

Nationality: NZL

Team Number: 30 

Williams is a professional sailor since he is 17 years old and was part of Team New Zealand for the 2003 America’s Cup. Sailing has been part of his life since the day he was born.  After graduating from the RNZYS Youth Scheme, he competed internationally at grand prix level regattas.  He was also part of the winning Maximus crew for the 2005 Fastnet Race.
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Race season 2005 starts: From June 16th every point counts

BMW ORACLE Racing competes at Valencia Louis Vuitton Acts 4 and 5 – points system upgrades America’s Cup pre-regattas 


Valencia. BMW ORACLE Racing will face Defender Team Alinghi and the ten other Challengers for the 32nd America’s Cup here as the 2005 racing season gets underway June 16. The Valencia regattas mark the first racing against the entire fleet of Challengers and for the first time in the history of the 154-year-old Cup, a series of “pre-regattas” will be weighted toward the Challenger Selection Series for the Louis Vuitton Cup in 2007.  

“The Louis Vuitton Acts 4 and 5 in Valencia open an exciting chapter in the America’s Cup,” said BMW ORACLE Racing CEO Chris Dickson.  “This scoring system further motivates us to win as we push ourselves harder when we know that every race ultimately counts toward victory in 2007. We are now at the halfway point in our campaign and we are seeing some results from the first two years. We hope to build on this in 2005 with a good performance on the race course starting with Acts 4 and 5 in Valencia. After training in-house over the past three months, we are confident we will have our best team on the starting line June 16. With all teams sailing in newly modified Version 5 boats, we look forward to checking in with our competitors to see where we stand. It’s a clean slate for all and a very exciting time for this event.” 

The two June competitions, Louis Vuitton Act 4 (June 16th – 21st), consisting of traditional match racing, and Louis Vuitton Act 5 (June 24th – 26th), fleet racing format, will be staged in the waters of the 32nd America’s Cup to be contested here in 2007. The pre-regattas leading up to the America’s Cup are a new innovation in the competition for the world’s oldest and most coveted sailing trophy. 

Sportive upgrade 

The results of the Louis Vuitton Act 4 will be entered into the newly established points system – like those of the remaining nine acts taking place over the next two years. This evaluation will be used to establish the seeding for the Louis Vuitton Cup 2007, in which the challenger of Team Alinghi will be determined. 

Jan-Christiaan Koenders, Manager Brand Communication BMW: “The enthusiasm of the people who watched last year’s regattas in Valencia and Marseille was really impressive. It proves that the significance of the professional sports of sailing in Europe is steadily increasing in the public perception. I am convinced that this year too the fascination America’s Cup will captivate equally media and onlookers onsite. The Formula 1 of sailing has arrived in Valencia.”    

Press Information
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Interview with Chris Dickson, CEO of BMW ORACLE Racing

Q: The field for the 2005 Acts has increased since you last faced your competitors in 2004. What are your expectations for BMW ORACLE Racing at the first of the 2005 Louis Vuitton Acts in Valencia?

A: For the first time, we will face all of our competitors for the 32nd America’s Cup. Not only do we have five new teams competing (China, Germany, Sweden, Mascalzone, Spain) but all teams have modified their boats to Version 5 of the America’s Cup Class rule. We are essentially racing against a new field of competitors and starting with a clean slate. We are looking forward to lining up against all of the teams and seeing where we stand. With the racing counting towards 2007, we are focused and here to win. 

Q: What do you think of the new Challenger Selection Series Format and Scoring Plan?

A: The "Valencia Plan" marks another milestone in the new era of the America's Cup. Starting June 16, the Challenger Selection Series for the Louis Vuitton Cup 2007 is effectively underway. With a bonus points system in place starting with Act 4, every race counts. The plan reflects the new era of cooperation among Challengers and the Defender for the overall benefit of the event. The real benefit should come to the teams. Racing that carries weight is more meaningful for the competitors, pushing the teams harder and hopefully earns better results in 2007.
Q: What has BMW ORACLE Racing done in the time since the last competition in October 2004 in Valencia?

A: Over the winter in Valencia, we modified our two boats to Version 5 of the ACC rule. In early March, we continued our two-boat testing and training program. We used this period to collect important data for our research and development team. This has been a productive time for testing ideas for the design of our new boats. Concurrently we ran tank testing and other research projects elsewhere in the world as we sailed in Valencia. We also have been building our new base here at the Port America’s Cup in Valencia. We have had teams out on the international match racing circuit as well. It has been a busy but productive time for BMW ORACLE Racing. 

Q: With two years until the 32nd America’s Cup Match, how would you assess your progress? 

A: We are now at the halfway point in our campaign and we are seeing some of the results of the first two years. We hope to build on this in 2005 with a good performance at the Louis Vuitton Acts and continued results in our research and development. We will start building a new race boat later this year. We also look forward to moving into our permanent base. Thanks to the early commitment of our team owner Larry Ellison and our partner BMW, our program is where we hoped it would be at this stage. Our team has evolved and we have grown to about 120 people from 16 nations. We have the best people in all areas of the program. We are on track toward our goal of success in 2007.  
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Intelligent lightweight materials developed for intense competition 

BMW’s technological know-how transfer into the new era of America’s Cup Sailing


Munich. It is the competition of the oldest trophy in sport. The enormous significance of the America’s Cup has been described by Chris Dickson, CEO of BMW ORACLE Racing as “truly unique in the world of sport.” He said, “There is no prize money but only the pride in winning sailing’s pinnacle competition and of having achieved something extraordinary.” The next chance to reach this peak will be in Valencia, the metropolis on the Mediterranean coast of Spain, in 2007. The automotive group BMW has promised its full support during the time leading up to the event – in the shape of technological know-how from the field of automotive research. The ultimate challenge with regard to 2007 consists of launching two high-tech yachts sailing for team BMW ORACLE Racing that are capable of winning and which have been constructed in accordance with the stipulations of Version 5 of the applicable America’s Cup rules. 

The strategy is to master challenges with intelligent lightweight construction, such as in the sector of automotive development, where materials such as aluminium, magnesium, steel and synthetics are used. The key to success lies in combining the components in a way which results in the minimum weight of the yacht while ensuring the reliable resilience of its overall structure. The forces which prevail in a race are determined on the basis of mathematical and experimental analysis, whereupon the structure is optimized -- similar to Formula 1 racing. The objective is to achieve a maximum shift of weight from the hull of the yacht to the bulb, which is located more than four meters under the surface of the water. 

BMW’s transfer of their automotive technology is a logical continuation of their commitment to the sailing team which debuted in the Louis Vuitton Cup 2002 – 2003 as a Challenger for the 2003 America’s Cup. In the new campaign, BMW engineers have been integrated to an even greater extent in the fields of structural development and analysis for the new high-tech yachts. The structural dimensioning of the yachts being constructed is based on the findings of the measurements taken in Spain. These findings are then given to the team building the yachts in Seattle, Washington.

The pioneering spirit of BMW can also be seen in the automotive group having designed and developed software required for structural optimizations which they use to design the chassis of their cars. This software will not only be used in the construction of the two new racing yachts for the 32nd America’s Cup, but will also be enhanced within a new, extreme and challenging environment for a specific purpose. Thus, BMW ORACLE Racing is on target for Valencia in 2007.
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14 figures related to BMW ORACLE Racing – or things that you might not know, such as: 

· the entire keel is approximately the same weight as 11 cars of the BMW 5-Series

· the team led by New Zealand-born CEO Chris Dickson, which intends to make the title defence as difficult as possible for the Defending Alinghi team in 2007, consists of team members from 16 different countries 

· during the Louis Vuitton Acts 2005, the number of new sails is limited to a maximum of 26 and in addition a maximum of 20 old sails previously measured since America's Cup 2003

· during races, the spinnaker pole has to bear a weight of up to six tons, while only weighing 38 kilograms itself

· thanks to 3DL technology, the sails are three-dimensional and make up a single seamless surface, as a result of which the “life span“ of currently 50 hours of racing is higher than ever before 
· 120 sensors are attached to each yacht in order to compile a variety of different data during practice sessions

· with a surface of 500 square metres, the spinnaker developed by sail designer Mickey Ickert is large enough to cover two entire tennis courts

· over1,000 metres of rope are on board the yacht during a race  

· at a maximum of 1,570 kilograms, the total weight of an America's Cup crew is approximately two and a half times the weight of a Formula 1 car

· on an average practice day, every team member has about six meals corresponding to approximately 5,000 calories

· approximately 30,000 hours of work will go into the construction of each of the team’s two new race yachts 

· approximately 200,000 hours of research and development will go into the design of the two new race boats for 2007 

· the new hospitality  area on the upper floor of the comfortable team base in Valencia is spacious enough to accommodate a total of 250 guests 
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BMW’s involvement in sailing

Consolidating the third pillar alongside Golf and motorsports 
Munich. BMW celebrated its debut in international sailing in 2002 with a commendable second place in the team ORACLE BMW Racing during the Louis Vuitton Cup in New Zealand, the preliminary qualifying contest for the legendary America’s Cup. BMW breathed new life into the sport in its first season in sailing. Alongside its international engagement the automotive company was also present and successful at a national level. Top class sailing: In its first year of involvement BMW has already placed the third pillar of its sport marketing activities on a secure foundation, which can be built upon.                    

ORACLE BMW Racing: a convincing sporting debut

When BMW assumed the challenge of the Louis Vuitton Cup races in October 2002 in the newly founded team ORACLE BMW Racing, the German-American partnership sailed its way into the final at its first attempt. The team led by the New Zealand skipper Chris Dickson was only beaten by later America’s Cup Champion Alinghi. Yet even the defeat against the Swiss team in the final of the Louis Vuitton cup contained positive aspects: the sailing experts attested that ORACLE BMW Racing performed very well. 

Jan-Christiaan Koenders, Manager Brand Communication BMW, had this to say in retrospect: “Our debut in the field of professional high performance sailing was very successful. The America’s Cup is one of the absolute top events in the world of sport. The sailing demographic group also corresponds wonderfully with BMW’s core target group. It is sporty, dynamic, and technology-oriented, enjoys speed and seeks challenges.” In addition to its financial engagement in the team ORACLE BMW Racing BMW’s strategy also involved transferring technological expertise from the field of Formula 1 racing to sailing. The team was already able to profit from the first innovations during the Louis Vuitton Cup: for instance by means of the BMW Miniature Head-up-Display. A cordless system, which can be inserted on the move, that was originally developed for the helmet of Formula 1 driver Ralf Schumacher, that displays real-time race information directly and wirelessly into the sunglasses of individual sailors at any time. BMW was also able to provide valuable input in the fields of material research and load reliability monitoring and assessment. Hence the BMW engineers from the Technology Office in Palo Alto were able to determine the stability under load of individual boat components by applying sensors to various components of the sailboats amongst other things. BMW also plans to contribute additional technical expertise in the future in order to ensure that the racing yachts are even more resistant and capable of producing even better performances.  
Eyes set on the America's Cup 2007 – BMW ORACLE Racing  

The signing of a new contract between BMW and ORACLE Racing in April of 2004 was the logical consequence of the successful debut in 2003. Under the new team name of BMW ORACLE Racing, BMW, preparing for the America’s Cup 2007 in Valencia, will continue to develop its position within the team while increasingly using its diversified know-how with respect to both technology and marketing. The newly assembled team led by CEO Chris Dickson proved that it is off to a good start at the Louis Vuitton Acts in Marseille und Valencia finishing the 2004 ACC Championship in second place overall behind Emirates Team New Zealand.
BMW: promoting sailing in the national markets    

BMW will also promote sailing in the national markets in addition to its successful international involvement in the America’s Cup. It will thus continue to pursue its strategy of establishing sailing as the third pillar of its sports marketing activities alongside golf and Formula 1 racing. Examples of this are commitments in Great Britain and France or, like 2003, in connection with the Alpe Adria Sailing Tour in Croatia. Furthermore, BMW has been actively participating in the “Kieler Woche” since 2003. In 2004 and 2005 even as partner and presenting sponsor. With the BMW boat harbour in the city centre in 2004 BMW guaranteed an additional highlight at the 122nd “Kieler Woche”. Last but not least thanks to an original America's Cup Yacht on site. In 2005 BMW will further increase its engagement. Good experience in the national markets has confirmed BMW’s decision to expand its sponsorship. Since 2004, the automotive company is a new partner and the “official car” of the Swedish Match Tour, the top-class racing series for sailing professionals in the world.

For further information please contact: 

BMW Group

Nicole Stempinsky, Public Relations, Sports Communication

Tel:  +49 89-382-51584, Fax:  +49 89-382-28017

Michael Kirsch, General Manager Public Relations

Tel: +49 89 382 25111, Fax: +49 89 382 26972

Internet: www.press.bmwgroup.com
Email: presse@bmw.de
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The BMW sports engagement

Motor sport: Focus on Formula 1 

Innovative technology for sporty competitions and record bids has been a matter of course for BMW since the company’s formative years. BMW has achieved motor sport successes with motorbikes, touring cars, sports cars and in Formula 1 racing. 

Above all Formula 1 racing underlines the technological and sporting core competence of the BMW brand. The in-house construction of the engine forms the basis for the reciprocal technology transfer between Formula 1 and the series. Nelson Piquet’s world championship title in 1983, just one year following BMW’s entry into the top motor sport class, is an impressive reference demonstrating BMW’s engine competence.  

When BMW once again entered the field of Formula 1 racing in 2000, after a 12-year absence, the company was able to open a new chapter in its motor sport history with its Formula 1 partner WilliamsF1. The BMW WilliamsF1 Team finished third in the world constructor’s championship at first attempt – the most successful debut of an engine manufacturer for 33 years. 
Golf – Top class tournaments for professionals and amateurs

Since 1985 BMW is promoting amateur and professional golf tournaments taking into account the growing significance of golf for its target groups. The BMW International Open in Munich has established itself as a golf tournament for the world’s elite golfers and is one of the most significant golf tournaments of The European Tour.

In 2001, BMW also extended its involvement in golf to the continent of Asia. Since last year, the Munich-based company stages the BMW Asian Open golf tournament in Shanghai, China, with one of the highest prize money of approx. 1.5 million US-Dollars.  In the future the corporate automotive brand will organise the BMW Championship, the highest class tournament of The European Tour: BMW is the new partner in what is presumably the most traditional event at the Wentworth Club in Surrey, England. For the first time, this classic will be hosted under its new title “BMW Championship” from May 26-29, 2005. In addition to its commitment to professional golf, BMW also stages the world’s largest series of tournaments for amateurs. Every year more than 100,000 ambitious golfers take part in the BMW Golf Cup International in nearly 1,000 tournaments all around the world.

Sailing – America’s Cup and BMW ORACLE Racing

Since 2002 high performance sailing forms the third pillar of BMW’s sport marketing strategy. Initially, BMW marked its commitment to sailing by immediately facing the greatest challenge in sailing:  The America’s Cup. Under its former name, ORACLE BMW Racing, the team entered the final of the Louis Vuitton Cup – the preliminary qualifying competition in which ORACLE BMW Racing lost against the subsequent America’s Cup Champion Alinghi after an exciting series of races. 

As official partner of the Louis Vuitton Act, BMW also provided the “Official Car” and by entering the America’s Cup, the “Formula 1 of sailing”, BMW has continued to pursue its strategy of supporting premium sporting events. The most well renowned sailing event in the world is the ideal platform to present the brand in a demanding competitive, sporting and technologically challenging sport. The direct consequence of BMW`s strengthened role within the present America`s Cup campaign was the renaming of the team to BMW ORACLE Racing in May 2004. At present, the team is preparing for the 32nd America’s Cup in Valencia 2007. In addition to its financial involvement during the America’s Cup, BMW is also responsible for marketing team BMW ORACLE Racing and contributes with its technological know-how to the optimization of the racing yachts. Furthermore, BMW has become the new partner and “Official Car“ of the top-class racing series for sailing professionals; the Swedish Match Tour 2004/2005. In Germany BMW is also strengthening its involvement: as the “Official Car” and additionally in 2004 and 2005 as “presenting partner” of the Kiel Week, the largest sailing event in the world.

For further information please contact: 

BMW Group

Nicole Stempinsky, Public Relations, Sports Communication

Tel:  +49 89-382-51584, Fax:  +49 89-382-28017

Michael Kirsch, General Manager Public Relations

Tel: +49 89 382 25111, Fax: +49 89 382 26972

Internet: www.press.bmwgroup.com
Email: presse@bmw.de
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New BMW ORACLE Racing photo and video archive online

Enhanced media service provides up to date photo and video material on www.bmworacleracing.com
The new BMW ORACLE Racing photo and video archive is online on www.bmworacleracing.com. The enhanced media service provides up to date photo and video material from the team including categories such as “event”, “crew action”, “people”, “boat”, “match racing”, “fleet racing”, “shore side” and others. The new archive is offered as a service to all media to assist in providing the visual materials needed to accompany news stories about the BMW ORACLE Racing team. During the upcoming Louis Vuitton Acts, daily race copyright free images will be offered at no cost.
Photo Archive

In the photo archive different pictures can be previewed, selected and downloaded in a maximum size of 12x18 cm (approx. 500 KB). These digital pictures can be used for websites and media requirements, especially during racing for timely news.


How to Use
 As soon as you enter one of the categories described before, specific sub links will appear in the left navigation. Click on one of these sub-links and thumbnails (small size pictures) will be shown, which can be previewed in a comfortable and fast way.

How to download a picture?
Click on the chosen thumbnail (small size picture) and a window with an enlarged version of the picture with additional information will appear. Select this picture (in the right corner you will see a select button) and the picture will appear in “your selection”. Here you can download the picture within 12 to 15 sec.

Additional Features
Additional information such as a short description, the copyrights and technical details will be provided with each picture. More features such as a search function, etc. will guarantee you a professional, fast and comfortable use of this system. 
Video Archive

Video footage featuring BMW ORACLE Racing will be accessible online on this web-based Video Footage Archive. The video footage can be previewed online in the form of video streams.  Additional information such as a rundown, a short description, the rights and technical details will be provided with each video footage segment. More features such as a search function, an online order procedure etc. will guarantee you a professional, fast and comfortable use of this system. Within the "specials" section of the archive you can find short cuts of the best grinding sequences, helicopter sequences etc. 

Login process
To enter the Photo archive or Video archive, please visit the team website www.bmworacleracing.com. In the top navigation you will find a link called “Press”. If you are not registered in the BMW ORACLE Racing media section, please register. In the media section you will find a link to the photo and the video archive. 
For further information please contact:

BMW ORACLE Racing Press Office

Email: media@bmworacleracing.com

Internet: www.bmworacleracing.com
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Services for TV-broadcasters

Reports and up-to-date footage about the BMW ORACLE Racing team

Programme package "AC 2007 - The Challenge", The BMW ORACLE Racing team on their way to the America’s Cup

„AC 2007 - The Challenge“ offers a unique possibility to get in touching distance with the team and exclusively accompany them on their way to the 32nd America’s Cup in 2007. The series is a kaleidoscope of various reports about the team, the yacht, nature in its most pristine form coupled with up to date coverage on the team’s place in the ranking. The series of 8 Edit Packs is provided to broadcasters (license free). Additionally up-to-date footage and VNRs will be provided from the Pre-Races (Louis Vuitton Cup, Acts 4-9) via satellite. Each of the approx. 30 Min. packages contains:

· 5-6 Min. story focusing on varying topics plus additional B-Roll material (10-15 Min.) with relating footage

· Regular team update (rough cut) which provides news and latest information on the BMW ORACLE Racing Team throughout the season, duration: 10-15 Min.

The Stories

1. America’s Cup – Experiences of the Team (available) 
(
Accumulated experiences of the team in America’s Cup
2. Development/Construction of an America’s Cup Yacht /Part I (available) 
(
Members of the team as well as experts explain the most important elements
3. Behind the Scenes – The team behind the team (available) 
(
Introduction to a perfectly organised team 
4. Transport of the yachts from Valencia to Malmö (available) 
(
5. Profile: Tony Kolb, Bowman BMW ORACLE Racing (available)
(
6. Profile: Chris Dickson , CEO BMW ORACLE Racing (Sept. / Oct. 2005)
(
7. Positions on board – Communication at sea (planned)
(
Introduction of the procedures on board
8. The Challenge - BMW ORACLE Racing team - 30 Min.  documentary 
(
VNR (Video News Release) / News-Feed

Louis Vuitton Cup 2005:
ACT 8/9: Trapani / Italy (via satellite on 10th October 2005)

(
The exact satellite details will be provided via Fax and  in due time.

For orders and individual requests, please contact:

On site  (07th-10th October) / Trapani:

setONE GmbH
Friederike Steinbach

Mobile +49 (0) 173 – 8555635

Fax +49 (0) 221-935499-49

Email: friederike.steinbach@setone.de
Media Contact






For up to date press information, photos and video material please visit the media centre 
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