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1. Gearing up for the future.

Mission: to defend the title.

After the successful revival of the FIA World Touring Car Championship (WTCC) last year, the series enters its second season in 2006. 1987 and 2005 saw the world’s best touring car drivers vying for the crown in this 
racing discipline, and on each occasion it was a BMW driver who swept up the world championship title. Following in the tyre tracks of Roberto Ravaglia (ITA), who prevailed 19 years ago driving a BMW M3, Andy Priaulx (GBR) mounted the top step of the podium at the end of last year’s season. But that wasn’t all: BMW also managed to secure the manufacturers’ title with the BMW 320i, while BMW privateer driver Marc Hennerici (GER) took the Independents Trophy.

This raft of triumphs marked the end of the unique career of the BMW 320i touring car, and a highly promising successor is already waiting in the wings: the BMW 320si. BMW Motorsport’s engineers developed this compelling race car – driven by a four-cylinder engine with around 275 bhp – on the basis of the production model of the same name. The BMW 320si, available 
in a limited edition of 2,600 roadgoing cars, provided the developers with an excellent basis on which to build a powerful race version.
“I am convinced the BMW 320si will carry on the BMW success story in touring car racing”, says BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen. 
“This year’s WTCC should prove even more exciting than in 2005. There are new manufacturers involved, the field of participants will expand further 
and there are some new venues in the calendar. Overall, the World Touring Car Championship offers everything a race series needs. With our three national teams and the new BMW 320si, we are in a good position to be up there with the front-runners again.”

Ample experience and a new man behind the wheel. 

As in 2005, BMW will be fielding three national teams in this season’s WTCC as well. After his victory last year, Priaulx – driving for BMW Team UK – 
is the object of the chase. But it’s a familiar role for the racing driver from the British Channel Island of Guernsey: together with team manager 
Bart Mampaey (BEL) and his RBM team, Priaulx had already claimed the European Touring Car Championship in 2004. 

In both 2004 and 2005, the reigning world champion fought an exciting duel right up to the season’s final with Dirk Müller (GER), who is now in his fifth year of racing for BMW Team Germany – Schnitzer Motorsport. Next to Dirk Müller, team manager Charly Lamm (GER) is once again relying on the talents of 
Jörg Müller (GER). Since 2002, the two BMW works drivers have jointly racked up a remarkable tally of 154 starts, 26 wins and 8 poles in the European and World Championship.

Alessandro Zanardi (ITA) of BMW Team Italy-Spain – ROAL Motorsport 
also made it into the list of WTCC winners last season. Oschersleben saw him celebrate his first world championship race win after his serious accident 
in 2001, in which he lost both legs. In 2005 he also managed to clinch the Italian Touring Car Championship and won a race in the European Touring Car Cup in Vallelunga. His race win in Germany is the highlight so far of his motor racing comeback. Zanardi will also be driving the new BMW 320si with the aid of special modifications developed for his requirements. Team manager Roberto Ravaglia has handed the second cockpit to Marcel Costa (ESP). 
The driver from Guardiola del Bergueda gave evidence of his talent back in 2002 when he took the title in the Spanish Formula 3 Championship. 

Premieres and a calendar comeback – regulations remain stable.

Two new circuits have joined the WTCC race calendar for the coming season. The world championship will be stopping off at Brands Hatch (GBR) for 
the first time. As part of the support programme of the two races in southern England, the talented youngsters of the Formula BMW UK Championship – one of four BMW junior series around the globe – will also be putting in an appearance. The 3.695-kilometre circuit in Curitiba (BRA) will mark its debut on 2nd July as the venue of an FIA-approved championship. Brno (CZE), meanwhile, finds its way back onto the map of international touring car racing. The European Touring Car Championship was already hosted by this natural race track between 2001 and 2004. Beyond these venues, the fans can 
once again look forward to more top-calibre touring car racing in Monza (ITA), Magny-Cours (FRA), Oschersleben (GER), Puebla (MEX), Istanbul (TUR), Valencia (ESP) and Macau (CHN). The junior drivers of Formula BMW Germany will also be racing against the backdrop of the WTCC event in Oschersleben.

The Super 2000 regulations, on the basis of which the BMW 320si is contesting the world championship, will remain largely unchanged. By contrast with last season, all drivers have to take on board a weight handicap of 20 kg as of the first race in Monza on 2nd April. Depending on how they fare in the world championship races, up to 60 kg of ballast may be added to that. The maximum additional ballast this season thus amounts to 80 kg. There is also a change 
in 2006 concerning the stipulated tyres: all cars will race with tyres from Japanese manufacturer Yokohama.

Youngest offspring of a successful family.

Since their debut in 1977, the racing models spawned by the BMW 3 Series have celebrated an endless string of victories in touring car racing. 
BMW Motorsport has sold 115 racing kits of the E46 series alone to customer teams around the world. With the BMW 320si, BMW is perpetuating 
this concept for 2006 and beyond. The new car not only sets itself apart from its forerunner visually, but technically as well – under the bonnet nestles 
a four-cylinder in-line engine, as in the production model. This high-revving unit is lighter and more compact than its six-cylinder counterpart and gave 
the engineers greater scope for the configuration of the other components of the BMW 320si.

“The challenge lies in matching and exceeding the performance values of its forerunner”, states Theissen. “Here we are benefiting from the close cooperation between the race engineers and their colleagues on the volume production side. Technology that has proved itself on the race track 
has filtered into the development of the production model and vice-versa.”

The BMW 320si features a five-speed gearbox with an H-shaped gate 
and a mechanical differential lock. That means the drivers of the BMW national teams have a car weighing in at 1,140 kg for 2006 too. Switching to a sequential gearbox would have meant raising the basic weight to 1,170 kg, 
in keeping with the regulations.

Preparations for a long season.

As in previous years, the BMW drivers have been training alongside each 
other for the 20 strenuous races ahead. Under the guidance of race medic 
Dr Vicenzo Tota, the drivers worked hard on their physical fitness in Italy. 
The programme of the BMW training week from 16 to 21 February consisted of a thorough health check, gymnastics, strength and stamina training, 
mental preparation and physiotherapy. In addition, an individual training plan was devised for each driver. But it wasn’t only the drivers who were training – the race cars also had to undergo gruelling endurance runs. In the course 
of intensive test drives, the BMW national teams clocked up several thousand valuable kilometres in the new BMW 320si.

Needless to say, the numerous privateer entrants competing in the 2006 WTCC with BMW cars have similarly been busy making intensive preparations for the new season. They will be vying for the Yokohama Independents Trophy with a total purse of 350,000 euros.
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2. Calendar and TV coverage.

Date

Race
TV coverage        (CET)



EUROSPORT

02 April
Monza, Italy 

15:00–16:00 hrs    (15:00)

30 April
Magny-Cours, France 
15:00–16:00 hrs     (15:00)

21 May
Brands Hatch, UK
15:00–16:00 hrs    (14:00)

04 June
Oschersleben, Germany
15:00–16:00 hrs    (15:00)

02 July
Curitiba, Brazil

17:00–18:00 hrs    (12:00)

30 July
Puebla, Mexico

20:00–21:00 hrs    (13:00)

03 September
Brno, Czech Republic
15:00–16:00 hrs     (15:00)

24 September
Istanbul, Turkey

14:00–15:00 hrs     (15:00)

08 October
Valencia, Spain 

15:00–16:00 hrs    (15:00)

19 November
Macau, China

05:00–06:00 hrs   (12:00)

Press information on each race weekend is downloadable at www.press.bmw.com. 

The following texts are available: Preview (Monday), Qualifying Report (Saturday), Race Report (Sunday).

Analyses and general information on the championship can be found at www.bmw-motorsport.com, www.fiawtcc.com

The EUROSPORT television channel will feature detailed reports on the FIA WTCC race weekends as well as broadcasting the races live.

The TV rights for the FIA WTCC are distributed through EUROSPORT 
and are available to national terrestrial channels as well as international cable and satellite networks.

Contact (TV rights):
EUROSPORT – Julien Boinet 
Email: jboinet@eurosport.com 
Tel.: (+33) 1 40 93 82 13 
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3. Circuits.

New challenges for the WTCC drivers.
The FIA WTCC racing calendar for season 2006 gets even more interesting this season. The 20 races of the series take place at venues in Europe, 
Asia and America. No fewer than three circuits will be marking their debut in the racing calendar of the world’s leading touring car championship, 
with teams heading for Brands Hatch for races five and six of the WTCC. Barely another race track looks back on such an enduring tradition as 
the 4.220-kilometre circuit in southern England. Races have been held here since 1926, and now, for the first time, an official FIA Touring Car Championship will be stopping off at the challenging rollercoaster circuit.

The Autodromo Internacional de Curitiba is another newcomer to the WTCC calendar. This 3.695-kilometre track demands a high top speed on the long straight as well as good traction in the twisty infield section. The capital city of the Brazilian province Parana is the venue for races nine and ten of the world championship. The Automotodrom Brno, meanwhile, is no stranger to the international touring car scene. Between 2001 and 2004, this Czech circuit witnessed some exciting touring car racing each year as part of the European Championship. In 2006 the circuit celebrates a comeback to the calendar at world championship level.

The FIA WTCC circuits for season 2006 at a glance:

Monza, Italy – Race 1 and 2
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Circuit: Autodromo Nazionale di Monza
Length: 5.770 km

Laps: 9 (51.93 km) 

Web: www.monzanet.it
Winners FIA WTCC 2005: D. Müller (BMW), J. Thompson (Alfa)

Magny-Cours, France – Race 3 and 4
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Circuit: Circuit de Nevers Magny-Cours       Length: 4.410 km

Laps: 12 (52.92 km)
                  Web: www.magnyf1.com
Winners FIA WTCC 2005: both races J. Müller (BMW)

Brands Hatch, United Kingdom – Race 5 and 6
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Circuit: Brands Hatch Circuit
              Length: 4.220 km

Laps: 12 (50.64 km)
              Web: www.brandshatchcircuits.co.uk 

Winners FIA WTCC 2005: not in race calendar

Oschersleben, Germany – Race 7 and 8


Circuit: Motopark Oschersleben

Length: 3.667 km

Laps: 14 (51.338 km)

Web: www.motopark.de
Winners FIA WTCC 2005: A. Priaulx (BMW), A. Zanardi (BMW)

Curitiba, Brazil  – Race 9 and 10 



Circuit:  Autodromo Internacional de Curitiba        Length: 3.695 km

Laps:  14 (51.73 km)                         Web: www.autodromodecuritiba.com.br

Winners FIA WTCC 2005: not in race calendar

Puebla, Mexico – Race 11 and 12

Circuit: Miguel E. Abed International Racetrack
Length: 3.349 km

Laps: 16 (52.96 km) 

Web: --- 

Winners FIA WTCC 2005: F. Giovanardi (Alfa), P. Terting (Seat)

Brno, Czech Republic – Race 13 and 14


Circuit: Automotodrom Brno
                    Length: 5.403 km

Laps: 10 (54.03 km)  
                    Web: www.automotodrombrno.cz

Winners FIA WTCC 2005: not in race calendar

Istanbul, Turkey – Race 15 and 16

Circuit: Istanbul Otodrom  
                 Length: 5.378 km

Laps: 10 (53.78 km)
                 Web: www.msoistanbul.com

Winners FIA WTCC 2005: F. Giovanardi (Alfa), G. Tarquini (Alfa)

Valencia, Spain – Race 17 and 18

Circuit: Circuit de la Comunitat
Length: 4.005 km

Laps: 13 (52.065 km) 
Web: www.circuitvalencia.com 
Winners FIA WTCC 2005: J. Gené (Seat), J. Müller (BMW)

Macau, China – Race 19 and 20

Circuit: Circuito da Guia
Length: 6.120 km

Laps: 9 (55.08 km) 
Web: www.macau.grandprix.gov.mo 
Winners FIA WTCC 2005: A. Farfus jr. (Alfa), D. Huisman (BMW)

4. Interview with Mario Theissen.

Prof Dr-Ing Mario Theissen, born on 17th August 1952 in Monschau, Germany, has been involved in BMW engine development for more than 
25 years now. As BMW Motorsport Director since 1999, he has overseen 
all of the brand’s motor sport involvements, within this he is also responsible for the new BMW Sauber F1 Team.

Interview with BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen:

Last year the WTCC celebrated an impressive debut. 
Will the championship continue along this positive route?
There’s a clear interest among other manufacturers to become involved in 
the WTCC. The 2006 season will see an already substantial field expand even further, while the quality of racing on offer should also go up. I’m convinced that the WTCC will establish itself as the premier touring car series worldwide. Last season the world championship delivered exciting races all the way to the final. Twelve drivers made it into the list of winners, which shows how balanced the championship is.

What expectations do you have for the new season? 
I’m hoping for more exciting races and I’m sure that’s what we’re going to 
see. In 2005 there was a lot of very close competition and the drivers provided plenty of mirror-to-mirror duels on the track. That’s just what the spectators want to see: exhilarating and fair car-to-car duels. Naturally it is our aim, like last year, to succeed and get BMW onto the podium as often as possible. We are firmly focused on defending our title. 

With the BMW 320si you are placing your confidence in a completely new car for 2006.
Yes, we’re very much looking forward to the first race with the BMW 320si. Based on the new BMW 320si production model, we’re sending a race 
car onto the grid which, in my view, will play a key role in touring car racing in the years to come. In fact, this model will probably still be out on the world’s race tracks in 20 years time. That was the case with the BMW 3 Series models of recent generations.

How does the BMW 320si distinguish itself from its forerunner, 
the BMW 320i world championship car?
First off, I think the new car looks more attractive. It is the new BMW 3 Series, after all. Also it is better equipped for use out on the track, especially in 
terms of its chassis. After the first tests the drivers were enthusing that the car feels more like a Formula racer, i.e. it is much more precise. Already it is clear that the BMW 320si is an excellent basis for the future.

When did you start development on the BMW 320si? 
The decision to build the BMW 320si production model was made in 2004. We then set to work early in 2005 to develop a race version of the car. 
That presented us with the challenge of rapidly completing development of the 320si for race use to enable us to deliver the cars to our national teams 
as early as December. We achieved that ambitious goal in a matter of nine months.

What challenges had to be overcome between the initial sketches and roll-out? 
With the motor sport version we built on the production model, so the basis for the car was already in place. In the case of the BMW 320si, however, we not only had to develop a completely new car but an all-new racing engine as well. Though this has a very good basis in the powerful sports engine of the 
320si production model, even so a new engine development was necessary. There were numerous points of contact here between the production and 
the race version, which allowed for technology transfer in both directions. 
All this had to be coordinated in a detailed project plan to ensure that the car would be ready for delivery to the teams in time for winter testing.
What impact has setting up the BMW Sauber F1 Team had on 
BMW’s involvement in the WTCC?
BMW’s motor sport involvement rests on three pillars, as before. Formula One naturally plays the primary role. It’s the first time we are entering a team run 
by BMW. But that doesn’t mean we’re taking a backward step when it comes to touring car racing or the Formula BMW junior talent promotion scheme. 
On the contrary, in the field of touring cars BMW has a tradition unmatched by any other manufacturer. That’s why this discipline remains an essential constituent of our motor sport agenda.

5. Drivers.

Andy Priaulx (GBR) – Car number 1.

When it comes to the crunch, you can depend on Andy Priaulx. Once again last season the racing driver, who lives in the Channel Island of Guernsey with his wife Joanne and his two children, provided evidence of that. In a dramatic final, he delivered another coruscating display of his driving talent on the challenging city circuit of Macau to take the title in the first World Touring Car Championship since 1987. Once before, in the 2004 European Championship, Priaulx had clinched overall victory in the season’s final race. 

Apart from his outstanding skills at the wheel of his BMW, Priaulx’s mental strength makes him arguably the best touring car driver around today. 
Even if he doesn’t make it to the top of the podium in every race, he remains consistently unfazed, always keeping his target firmly in his sights. 
In 2005 he won just one race – in Oschersleben – but collected world championship points in 16 out of 20 races. This consistency has paid dividends in Priaulx’s career so far and earned him the reputation of a title collector. If the reigning champion has his way, it will be the same scenario again in 2006. 

Questions for Andy Priaulx:

First the 2004 ETCC title, then winner of last year’s WTCC. 
Has your appetite for success now been sated?

No, absolutely not. That’s never going to happen. Anyone who has experienced the highs of motor racing and made it right to the top will want to keep going back there. You can never get enough of it. If a surfer has ridden the perfect wave, he won’t say afterwards that he doesn’t want to experience that sensation again. No, I definitely haven’t had my fill of victories. I’m still hungry.

Would you say 2005 was a perfect season for you?

From the point of view of results, the season actually was perfect. I ended up World Champion, won the 24-Hour Race on the Nürburgring with Team 
BMW Motorsport and took a couple of Formula One tests. But there’s always room for improvement. Good results only come from hard work. That’s why we’re starting from scratch again in 2006.

Is it fair to say you are going from strength to strength with 
every year?

I certainly hope so. I’m gaining experience with every season and no longer making the mistakes I might have done at the outset of my career. 
But needless to say I still recognise my own weaknesses. Year after year 
I work towards eliminating them. That’s actually going quite well.

In 2006 you’re racing with the relatively small RBM Team again. 
What is it that marks out this team?

We work together very closely and have an honest relationship with each other. The team and I have the same goals that we want to achieve together. It’s crucial that our expectations match up. At a personal level, we also fit together well. The crew knows I’m one hundred percent behind them – and I know I can rely on the team one hundred percent. It’s a good feeling knowing you’ve got that kind of team backing you up.

Do you find it hard saying goodbye to the BMW 320i with which you celebrated so many triumphs? 

Progress is the main driving force in motor sport. Only those who keep on developing are going to be successful on the track. That’s why the anticipation of the new BMW 320si is paramount. Its predecessor has secured a place in motor racing history and brought victory to drivers all over the world. I became World Champion and European Champion with the BMW 320i, so there’s a lot that binds me to that car. But now we’re entering a new era, and I’m pleased to be involved right from the start. 

How do you size up the competition this year? 

I have a great respect for my opponents on the race track. Driving standards in the WTCC are very high. That’s why you can never plan a good result in such 
a close field. You have to work hard for it. I’ll be giving my best again in 2006 to do that.

Silverstone has been dropped from the 2006 racing calendar. What do you think of the Brands Hatch circuit?

I love Silverstone, which is where I spent a lot of time as an instructor. 
And I love Brands Hatch. The two circuits are very different. Silverstone is a Formula One track and therefore much more modern. At Brands Hatch, 
on the other hand, you can sense the heritage at every turn. I can hardly wait to race in the UK again and I’m looking forward to the support of the fans, 
which I hope will be as tremendous as in Silverstone last year.

Date/place of birth: 
8th August 1974/Guernsey (Channel Islands)

Residence:
Guernsey (CI)

Marital status:
Married to Joanne,


one son, Sebastian, one daughter, Daniella

Website:
www.andypriaulx.com

1984 
Karting in the Channel Islands

1985–1990
Motocross

1990
1st place Motocross 250cc Championship in 


the Channel Islands

1991–1995
Hillclimb racing

1995
1st place RAC MSA British Hillclimb Championship 


with maximum points score and 14 wins over two seasons

1996
Formula Renault (selective races)

1997
British Formula 3 Championship scholarship 

1998
Renault Spider Cup (selective races), one pole position


and three podiums


2nd place Formula Palmer Audi Winter series

1999
1st place Renault Spider Cup, 13 wins from pole;


BTCC test driver Renault Williams, Vauxhall and Ford. 


BARC President’s Cup for Outstanding Achievement,


Guernsey Ambassador of the Year

2000
British Formula 3 Championship for Renault UK, 


three podiums and pole position in Silverstone;


F3 races in Macau and Korea for Manor Motorsport 

2001
British Formula 3 Championship, two wins, two


pole positions and ten podiums. 


2nd from pole in F3 Super Prix in Korea;


qualified 6th in the F3 Grand Prix in Macau. 


Invitational drive for Vauxhall in the BTCC, qualified on


pole for both races and finished 2nd
2002
5th place British Touring Car Championship, scored


Honda’s debut win, three pole positions, competed in 


Australia in the Bathurst 1000 and Queensland 500 


(Holden TWR)

2003
3rd place FIA ETCC (BMW 320i), three wins

2004
1st place FIA ETCC (BMW 320i), 
 
BMW Team Great Britain


2nd place Macau Grand Prix – Guia Race


24h Race Spa-Francorchamps (BMW M3 GTR)


24-Hour Race Spa-Francorchamps (BMW M3 GTR)

2005
1st place WTCC (BMW 320i), BMW Team UK


1st place 24h Race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR)


Formula One tests with the BMW WilliamsF1 Team

Dirk Müller (GER) – Car number 43.

Dirk Müller finished both the 2004 FIA ETCC and last year’s World Touring Car Championship as runner-up. Both times he had to concede defeat by the narrowest of margins to his fellow-BMW driver Andy Priaulx. Last year the man from Germany’s Siegerland had flown out to the former Portuguese colony 
of Macau with a one-point lead over Priaulx. The race weekend in Istanbul aside, Dirk Müller had previously maintained his world championship lead in every race. But he came away from the season final empty-handed – and Priaulx took the title.

But Dirk Müller is not one to be discouraged. Quite the opposite: from his narrow defeats in 2004 and 2005, the family man has drawn the incentive to set to work in this year’s FIA WTCC with even an even sharper focus 
and commitment. His goal has remained the same: he aims to win the world championship for BMW. 

Like so many successful racing drivers, Dirk Müller began his career in a 
go-kart. After his first races as a 14-year-old, he rapidly rose through the higher categories, collecting successes both in Formula and sports car racing. Among the highlights were winning the GT Class in the 2000 American 
Le Mans Series (ALMS) and overall victory in the 1998 Porsche Carrera Cup. Dirk Müller also proved that he ranks among the best over long distances 
in the two most recent 24-Hour Races on the Nürburgring. As the final driver in 2004, he consummated victory for the BMW M3 GTR, while in 2005 he finished the event in second place with his team-mates Jörg Müller and 
Hans-Joachim Stuck from Ellmau.

Questions for Dirk Müller:

After being runner-up in 2004 and 2005, how great is your incentive to make it to the top this year?
The incentive is there one hundred percent. I was very glad when the winter break was finally over and we were able to start testing again. But I know 
that a title victory in such a closely-fought championship as the WTCC can’t be programmed ahead. You also need a large dose of good luck. Simply 
being fast over a weekend isn’t usually enough. Last year I was top of the drivers’ standings in eight out of ten race weekends. Looking back on that, 
I feel a little bit of pride. So obviously I want to be at the top again in 2006.  

You became a father last year. How do you enjoy your new role? 

It’s indescribable and by far the best experience of my life. Before that, 
I just couldn’t imagine what it would be like to be a father, but Mina-Emily is an absolute delight to Daniela and myself. I really enjoyed the winter months when we were able to spend a lot of time together. For me that’s another reason to race really fast in 2006 and get back to the little one as quickly as possible.

What’s your impression of the new BMW 320si?

I’m really glad to have been allowed behind the wheel when the car was rolled out, which is why I already feel a close bond with the BMW 320si. The car 
has tremendous potential. I’m convinced we will make further progress over the 20 races and win races with it. The engineers have done some fantastic development work again. If we’re as strong with the new car as we were with the BMW 320i, that in itself will be a sensational success. The forerunner, 
after all, already had a few years of continuous development on the clock.

How important is it to know there’s a strong team behind you?

That varies from driver to driver. In my case, the support of the team and my family plays a major role. I’m proud and happy to have been racing successfully with Schnitzer Motorsport for some years now. We spend a lot of time together in the course of a season, so a good atmosphere in the team is essential. At any rate, I feel very comfortable with BMW Team Germany.

Do you enjoy tackling new challenges, such as racing on new circuits, for example?

It’s always good to experience something new and to have to adjust to unfamiliar situations. Curitiba and Brands Hatch are new to the calendar this year. I know the circuit in Brno from past races when it was part of the 
ETCC calendar. So there’s some variety lined up compared with last year. That’s good for the series and it’s something I personally enjoy.

After the race in Oschersleben the Football World Championship starts in Germany. Will you be following the matches?
I’m a keen football fan, so I’ll certainly be crossing my fingers for the German team. As far as time allows, I’ll watch the games on television. Maybe 
I’ll even get to see one of them live in the stadium. I’m sure the tournament is going to be incredibly exciting – and hopefully with a good result for 
Jürgen Klinsmann’s team.

Place/Date of birth: 
18th November 1975/Burbach (GER)

Residence:
Monte Carlo

Marital status:
Married to Daniela, daughter Mina-Emily

Website:
www.dirk-mueller.com

1989/1990
Started kart racing

1991
3rd place ADAC Pop Kart Championship

1992
2nd place Formula König

1993
2nd place Formula König, four wins


12th place German Formula Opel

1994
3rd place German Formula Opel, two wins

1995
Occasional races in Formula Opel European Series,


first Formula 3 race

1996
German Formula 3 Championship, one win

1997
Joined Porsche Junior Team,


5th place Porsche Carrera Cup, one win

1998
1st place Porsche Carrera Cup, four wins,


2nd place Daytona 24 Hours (Porsche GT1)

1999
2nd place Daytona 24 Hours (Porsche GT2),


4th place Sebring 12 Hours (Porsche GT1),


2nd place GT Class Le Mans 24 Hours (Porsche GT3R)


1st place GT Class Petit Le Mans (Porsche GT3R)

2000
1st place GT Class ALMS, four wins (Porsche GT3R)

2001 
6th place GT Class ALMS, one win (BMW M3 GTR)

2002
4th place FIA ETCC, three wins (BMW 320i)


Formula One test for BMW WilliamsF1 Team

2003
5th place FIA ETCC, two wins (BMW 320i)


24h Race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR)

2004
1st place 24h Race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR)


2nd place ETCC (BMW 320i) BMW Team Deutschland


Class win GT2 and 6th overall 24h Race Spa 
 
(BMW M3 GTR)


Macau Grand Prix – Guia Race (BMW 320i)

2005
2nd place WTCC (BMW 320i), BMW Team Deutschland


2nd place 24h Race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR)

Jörg Müller (GER) – Car number 42.

Since his debut in the European Championship in 2001, Jörg Müller has made an enduring impression on touring car racing. Twice he fought for the European title right up to the end, and he was a regular sight on the 
podiums of the ETCC. In 2004 he claimed no fewer than twelve wins – a feat unmatched by any other BMW driver. With the return of the World Touring 
Car Championship last year, Jörg Müller was again a sure bet for winning performances. By the end of the season he had three race wins to his name, including an impressive triumph in Magny-Cours where he came first in qualifying and went on to win both races and record the fastest lap in each.

However, with more than his share of bad luck the BMW works driver from Kerkrade in Holland was unable to join the battle for the title. As in the season as a whole, Jörg Müller wasn’t exactly showered with luck at the final in 
Macau either and had to retire shortly after the start of the first race. At the same venue a year previously, he had made history when he followed up his victory in the 1993 Macau F3 Grand Prix by winning the touring car event. 
No other driver had managed to claim success in both these disciplines on the labyrinthine city circuit.

Jörg Müller picked up his first experiences on the kart track aged 15. This 
was followed by titles in Formula Ford, Formula 3 and Formula 3000. As a test driver for Arrows, BMW and Sauber, he then drew attention to himself in Formula One as well. His racing passion also encompasses long distances. 
He has competed in the Le Mans 24 Hours for BMW, Nissan and Porsche. 
In the American Le Mans Series he celebrated victories in the BMW V12 LMR and won the GT Class there in 2001 with the BMW M3 GTR. In the same 
car he won the 2004 Nürburgring 24-Hour Race with Team BMW Motorsport. Once again he was taking it in turns at the wheel of the BMW M3 GTR with Hans-Joachim Stuck and Dirk Müller.

Questions for Jörg Müller:

You have a new car to drive in 2006. What was your impression 
when you first took the BMW 320si out onto the track? 

Even before I got inside the car I had an aha-experience with the 
BMW 320si. When I first saw it I could hardly believe my eyes. This car is simply beautiful. If it’s anywhere near as successful in the races as it 
seems at first glance, this is going to be a great year. During testing, my impression was confirmed out on the track. We were fast right from 
the word go. Without any exaggeration, you could talk of love at first sight. 
But the true potential of the car will only be shown in the first races.

Did you have to adapt your driving style to the BMW 320si?
The car feels more like a Formula racer and responds more directly than its predecessor, but even so it doesn’t mean you have to radically change 
your style. The main thing is to adjust the details of your driving style to the car. A racing driver quickly adapts to a car’s responses. 

How exciting is it to be involved in the development of a new race car?

It’s a fascinating experience every time. I’ve often worked on the development of new cars for BMW in the past. It’s one of the most interesting tasks of all. You’re confronted with new technologies and have to test components, and you edge your way step by step towards the limit.

How important is experience at the wheel of a touring car? 

One mustn’t overestimate a racing driver’s experience. When I take a close look at the WTCC field of competitors, I can see a lot of drivers who have already notched up countless seasons of touring car racing. I’m certainly not the only experienced driver. On the other hand, experience naturally helps 
me get a better grip on this or that situation in the course of a race than I would have done in the past.

Your team-mate Dirk Müller finished the 2005 season ahead of you. How important is the internal duel within the team for you? 

Comparing yourself to your team-mate is the most important thing. Both of you are racing with the same hardware. A driver’s strength comes to the fore in the contest with a direct rival. I know how strong my team-mate Dirk Müller is, but I also know what I’m capable of. We’re certainly going to fight an exciting duel and motivate each other to peak performances.

How do you take your mind off motor sport between races? 

I really enjoy diving, which allows me to switch off totally. For me it’s the most wonderful thing to be under water, floating along and hearing only the sound of my own breathing. One day’s diving does more for me than several weeks’ holiday. I’m going to try and fit these chill-out moments into my schedule as often as possible this year again.

What advice would you give young talents aspiring to a successful motor racing career? 

As an instructor for Formula BMW Germany, I’m very much involved in working with young drivers. My advice to the youngsters is always that they should 
not overestimate themselves. Often a driver’s environment creates pressures and expectations that are pitched too high. You have to keep your feet on the ground. Only then can you hope to be successful.

Date/Place of birth:
3rd September 1969/Kerkrade (NLD)

Residence:
Monte Carlo

Marital status:
Divorced

Website:
www.joerg-mueller.org

1984–1987
Kart racing

1988
1st place German Formula Ford Championship

1989
1st place German Formula Opel Lotus Challenge

1990
1st place Formula Ford European Championship


5th place German Formula 3 Championship

1991
1st place Formula 3 Grand Prix in Monaco

1992
7th place German F3 Championship

1993
German F3 Championship  


1st place F3 GP Macau

1994
1st place German F3 Championship

1995
BMW works driver ADAC Super Touring Car Cup

1996
1st place Formula 3000 European Championship


BMW works driver ADAC Super Touring Car Cup


1st place 24h Race Spa-Francorchamps (BMW 318is)

1997
Formula One test driver for Arrows


Le Mans 24 Hours (Nissan)

1998
Formula One test driver for Sauber


2nd place Le Mans 24 Hours (Porsche GT1)

1999
BMW works and F1 test driver, one ALMS win


Le Mans 24 Hours (BMW V12 LMR)

2000
5th place ALMS, two wins (1999 BMW V12 LMR)


Formula One test driver for Michelin

2001
1st place GT Class ALMS, four wins (BMW M3 GTR)

2002
2nd place FIA ETCC, four wins (BMW 320i)

2003
2nd place FIA ETCC, five wins (BMW320i) 


24h Race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR)

2004
1st place 24h Race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR)


1st place Macau Grand Prix – Guia Race (BMW 320i)

4th place FIA ETCC (BMW 320i) BMW Team Deutschland

Class win GT2 and 6th overall 24h Race Spa-Francorchamps (BMW M3 GTR)

2005
5th place WTCC (BMW 320i), BMW Team Deutschland


2nd place 24h Race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR)

Alessandro Zanardi (ITA) – Car number 4.

When Alessandro Zanardi crossed the finishing line in Oschersleben on 
28th August 2005, he created a moment of magic in motor sport history. 
Prior to Zanardi, no leg amputee had managed to claim a motor racing victory. Lap for lap the Italian had fought off the attacks mounted by his fellow-
BMW drivers Jörg Müller and Andy Priaulx before clinching his greatest triumph since his horrific accident at the Eurospeedway Lausitz in 2001.

Time after time Zanardi manages to redefine the limits of what is possible. When he celebrated his return to motor racing at the 2003 ETCC race 
in Monza, it seemed unlikely that he would ever finish another race on the podium. The racing driver from Bologna, however, proved all the sceptics wrong and, with a unique iron will, worked his way back to the top. 
In 2005 Zanardi drove into the points nine times and followed up his win at Oschersleben with another podium finish in Istanbul. The second half of the season in particular saw his performance curve rise and he made a perfect 
job of teasing out the potential of the BMW 320i that had been specially modified for his needs. Apart from his successes in the WTCC, he also secured the Italian Touring Car Championship title and won a race in the European Touring Car Cup in Vallelunga.

In the course of his career, the BMW Team Italy-Spain driver has demonstrated his talent in virtually every major race series around the world and raked in countless titles. Whether in Formula One, in the American CART Series or, earlier, in his Formula 3000 racing days, Zanardi never failed to make his mark. To this day, he remains the only driver in the CART Series to have won the “Rookie of the Year” title and two championship titles in successive years. 
But even away from the race track Zanardi has always enthralled his fans with his extraordinary joie de vivre. Back in 1997 he already received the “Colourful Character Award” in the USA, and in 2005 he was honoured by the Laureus World Sports Academy for his “Comeback of the Year”. Since his accident, Zanardi has become a role model for many people, and it is one he lives up to with pride. On 10th March the 39-year-old opened the Winter Paralympics 
in Turin.

Questions for Alessandro Zanardi:

With your victory in Oschersleben you sent waves of emotion through the motor racing world. In retrospect, what does this success mean to you?

The response to my victory was a source of great honour and pride for me. 
It was undoubtedly one of the most significant successes of my career, but not because I was competing with a handicap. I had to fight hard to earn that 

victory and assert myself against some of the strongest drivers in the 
world. But I’m not prepared to rest on my laurels. We are working non-stop to become even stronger. Drivers, especially if they’re from Italy, are very superstitious and often don’t like to look at the past. I’m the same. I prefer to look to the future – and I’ve got plenty of plans. 

How realistic is the prospect of further wins in season 2006?

Towards the end of the last season, there were only a few drivers who made more points than I did. So there was a clear upward trend, which gives us 
an added incentive. But naturally we can’t expect 2006 to continue in that vein and assume we will win the championship. The realistic goal is to fight for regular podium places. And with a bit of luck there might be another win on the cards. But first we have to continue improving in many areas.

Is the WTCC going to be even more exciting this year?

In the past the championship has undergone a fast and positive development. Now we are heading for a decisive phase. The WTCC has attracted the interest of many manufacturers and presents an opportunity to compete in one of just three FIA-approved world championships on a relatively small budget. That is why the field of competitors will continue to grow. The more cars competing against each other at a high level, the more exciting the 
world championship will get. 

In 2006 you will only be appearing in one event in Italy… 

Yes, Imola has been dropped from this year’s calendar. It makes me feel a little sad. It’s a fantastic circuit, and we acquitted ourselves very well there last year. Fortunately in 2006 I’ll be racing in the Italian Touring Car Championship again, and that will be stopping off in Imola. I’m looking forward to the new circuits 
in the WTCC calendar. As a general rule it isn’t so important where you race. 
If you do well, you can enjoy any venue.

There are plans to make a film of your life. What can you tell us about that project? 

There are indeed people who are convinced my story could be a box-office hit. I’m very proud of that. Currently it’s at the initial planning stage, but I really don’t know whether the film will ever materialise. If it does, then I’m sure I’ll be involved in some way.

Who could play you on the big screen? 

That’s not an easy question. The actor that springs to mind is Russell Crowe… 

Date/Place of birth: 
23rd October 1966/Bologna (ITA)

Residence:
Padova (ITA)

Marital status:
Married to Daniela; one son, Niccolo

Website:
www.alex-zanardi.com

1980–1984
Kart racing

1985
1st place Italian Kart Championship

1986
1st place Italian Kart Championship

1987
1st place European Kart Championship

1988
12th place Italian Formula 3 Championship

1989
7th place Italian Formula 3 Championship, two poles


and two second places


Debut race in FIA Formula 3000 Championship in Dijon

1990
2nd place Italian Formula 3 Championship, two wins


1st place Le Mans Formula 3 European Cup 


Pole for Monaco Formula 3 Grand Prix

1991
2nd place FIA Formula 3000 Championship, two wins; 


three Formula One races for Jordan (Spain, Japan, 


Australia)

1992
Formula One test driver for Benetton, three GPs for 


Minardi (only qualified in Germany)

1993
Formula One season with Lotus 

1994
Formula One test driver then team driver for Lotus 

1995
British Racing Production Championship (Lotus Esprit), 


one win GT2 class

1996
3rd place IndyCar World Series (Chip Ganassi Racing), 


three wins, Rookie of the Year

1997
1st place CART World Series (Chip Ganassi Racing), four wins, PPG Colourful Character Award

1998
1st place CART World Series (Chip Ganassi Racing), 


six wins

1999
Formula-1-season with WilliamsF1 

2001
CART Championship Series (Mo Nunn Racing), 


on 15th September he had a serious accident on the 


EuroSpeedway Lausitz in which he lost both legs

2003
Racing return in the final round of the FIA ETCC in 


Monza with BMW Team Italy-Spain (BMW 320i)

2004
14th place FIA ETCC (BMW 320i), BMW Team Italy-Spain

2005
10th place WTCC (BMW 320i), BMW Team Italy-Spain,


one win in Oschersleben


1st place Italian Touring Car Championship (BMW 320i)


Race win in the European Touring Car Cup (BMW 320i)

Marcel Costa (ESP) – Car number 5.

Taking part in the 2006 World Touring Car Championship for BMW Team Italy-Spain is a longstanding dream come true for Marcel Costa. The 27-year-old aims to make a lasting impression amid the strong field of starters in this year’s WTCC. Costa’s career began on the kart track, and he drew attention to himself early on even beyond his home town of Guardiola del Bergueda near Barcelona. Among his achievements are finishing second in the 1995 Spanish Kart Championship. 

The years that followed saw Costa move away from home in order to appear in the international racing arena, where he competed in the French Formula Campus and in Formula Renault. But the breakthrough came after he returned to his native country. After an apprenticeship year in 2001, which he completed in seventh place, he claimed the 2002 title in the Spanish Formula 3 Championship. The WTCC debutant also extended his experience in GT car racing and made appearances throughout Europe.

Away from the race track Costa is also mainly occupied with sport. He is 
a passionate skier and loves watching all kinds of sports on television. 
As an instructor at a motor sport and driving safety school, he also passes on his experience to other motorists and up-and-coming racing drivers. 
When it comes to technology, Costa is also an expert, possessing a degree in aerospace technology. In 2006 he will invest all his energies into collecting world championship points for BMW Team Italy-Spain along with Alessandro Zanardi.

Questions for Marcel Costa:

What does it mean to you to be competing in the 2006 FIA WTCC?

I’m very glad to have the opportunity to test my skills against the world’s best touring car drivers this year. I’ve been waiting for a long time for this chance to prove my talent in such a major series.

Did you follow the championship races last year? 

Yes, naturally I watched as many races as possible. The field is studded with top-notch drivers. I’ve got some adjusting to do as I have previously only raced in Formula cars and GT racing cars. I need to build up some experience especially when it comes to duels with lots of cars up close together. But I’m convinced that I will soon get used to the BMW 320si and be able to do a good job.

How important is motor sport in your home country Spain? 

Motor sport plays a major role in Spain. In the past the fans were mainly interested in motorbike racing, but since Fernando Alonso won the Formula One World Championship the Spaniards have been crazy about four-wheeled racing as well. I would like to do my bit in 2006 to help raise the WTCC profile in my country.

You’ll have a good opportunity to do that at your home race in Valencia… 

Yes, I’m particularly looking forward to the two races in Valencia. It’s always nice to be behind the wheel against a home backdrop. The races at the Circuit de la Comunitat Ricardo Tormo are the last ones on the European leg of 
the WTCC season. Then we go off to Macau for the final. The position at the outset of the Valencia event should therefore be very exciting this year. 
I like the circuit and hope that I can deliver a good performance for my Spanish compatriots.

What goals have you set yourself for your first WTCC season? 

For me the first priority will be to gather as much experience as possible. 
I want to learn and improve step by step. Of course I’m also determined to pick up world championship points to help BMW defend its manufacturers’ title.

Are you looking forward to working together with team manager Roberto Ravaglia and Alessandro Zanardi?

Roberto is a great guy – and an incredible racing driver into the bargain. 
I used to watch him race on TV. I’m grateful for the trust he has placed in me and hope I will live up to his expectations. BMW Team Italy-Spain is one of the strongest teams in the World Touring Car Championship. Alessandro Zanardi proved that by winning at Oschersleben last year. He is an exceptional sportsman, and I’m sure I can learn a great deal from observing him. I could hardly have wished for a stronger team around me for my debut in the WTCC.

How are you preparing yourself for the 20 races? 

I’m working hard to be able to get out onto the track in peak shape right from the start. I spend several days a week in the fitness studio working on my stamina. I’m also motivated down to the roots and can hardly wait for the first race.

Date/Place of birth:
4th November 1978/Guardiola del Bergueda (ESP)

Residence:
Guardiola del Bergueda (ESP)

Marital status:
single

up to 1995
Numerous karting successes 

1994
4th place Spanish Kart Championship (125 cc)

1995
2nd place Spanish Kart Championship (100 cc)

1996
Winner of the Elf Campus Drivers programme

1997
1st place Formula Campus Renault Elf

1998
14th place Formula Renault France

1999
9th place French Formula 3 Championship (Class B)

2000
Spanish Formula Super Toyota

2001
7th place Spanish Formula 3 Championship, one win 

2002
1st place Spanish Formula 3 Championship, two wins, nine podium places


Raced in F3 GP Macau


Raced in F3 Super Prix Korea

2003
3rd place Spanish GT Championship

2005
4th in the final of the Spanish GT Championship


1st in the 24h Race of Montmeló

6. Teams.

BMW Team Germany – Schnitzer Motorsport

Jörg Müller (GER) – Car number 42.
Dirk Müller (GER) – Car number 43.

For the fifth time in succession, BMW Team Germany is banking on 
Dirk Müller and Jörg Müller for the 2006 season. Once again this driving duo can count on one advantage that cannot be underestimated: the experience of BMW Team Germany. The Schnitzer Motorsport racing team led by manager Charly Lamm knows how to secure success at the highest level of touring car racing. Back in 1987, Schnitzer had already helped Roberto Ravaglia to win the first World Touring Car Championship in a BMW M3.

2005 went down as a successful year in the history of Schnitzer Motorsport not only thanks to Dirk Müller’s second place in the WTCC. As well as six wins in the world championship, the team managed to claim a historic triumph in the Nürburgring 24-Hour Race. For the second time in succession the 
BMW M3 GTRs of Team BMW Motorsport crossed the finishing line of the “Green Hell” in first and second place. Never before had a team secured 
two one-two victories in a row on the legendary Nordschleife.

Endurance racing is a speciality of the company based in the Bavarian town of Freilassing. In 1999, BMW and Schnitzer Motorsport won the 24 Hours of 
Le Mans in the BMW V12 LMR open-topped prototype. Race wins and titles would follow in the American Le Mans Series (ALMS) – now with the 
BMW M3 GTR. In total, Schnitzer has won almost two dozen titles worldwide in collaboration with BMW. 
Team director:
Herbert Schnitzer 

Team manager:
Charly Lamm

Founded:
1963

Address:
Görlitzer Straße 2a, D-83395 Freilassing

Email:
karl.lamm@schnitzer.de

Website:
www.schnitzer.de


Major successes:


1966
1st place German Championship (BMW 2002 ti)

1975
1st place European Formula 2 Championship


(Martini BMW)

1976
2nd place GT Manufacturers’ World Championship


(BMW 3.5 CSL)


1978
1st place German Racing Championship (BMW 320)

1980–1998
Nine wins in Touring Car races in Macau – Guia Race    (BMW 320, BMW 635 CSi, BMW M3, BMW 320i)

1983, 1986, 1988
1st place European Touring Car Championship


(BMW 635 CSi, BMW M3)

1985, 1986, 1988,
1st place 24h Race Spa-Francorchamps 
1990, 1995 
(BMW 635 CSi, BMW M3, BMW 320i)

1987
1st place World Touring Car Championship (BMW M3)

1989, 1991
1st place Nürburgring 24 Hours (BMW M3)

1989
1st place DTM (BMW M3)

1989, 1990
1st place Italian Touring Car Championship (BMW M3)

1993
1st place British Touring Car Championship (BMW 318i)

1994
1st place Asia Pacific Championship (BMW 318is)

1995
1st place Japanese Touring Car Championship (BMW 320i)
1st place ADAC Super Touring Cup (BMW 320i)

1998
1st place German Super Touring Car Championship
    
(BMW320i)

1999
1st place Le Mans 24 Hours (BMW V12 LMR)
   
1st place Sebring 12 Hours (BMW V12 LMR)

2001
1st place GT Class American Le Mans Series 
   
(BMW M3 GTR)

2002
2nd place FIA ETCC Teams’ classification (BMW 320i) 


2nd and 4th place FIA ETCC Drivers’ classification 
(Jörg Müller and Dirk Müller)

2003
2nd place FIA ETCC Teams’ classification (BMW 320i) 


2nd and 5th place FIA ETCC Drivers’ classification 
(Jörg Müller and Dirk Müller)


24h Race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR)

2004
1st and 2nd place 24h Race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR)

   
2nd place FIA ETCC Teams’ classification (BMW 320i)

2nd and 4th place FIA ETCC Drivers’ classification 
(Dirk Müller and Jörg Müller)

    
1st and 2nd place Macau – Guia Race (BMW 320i), 
 
with Jörg Müller and Andy Priaulx
     
1st and 2nd place BFGoodrich Endurance 


Championship race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR);


1st place GT2 Class and 6th place overall 24h Race 
 
Spa-Francorchamps (BMW M3 GTR)

2005
1st and 2nd place 24h Race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR)


2nd place WTCC Team Championship (BMW 320i)

2nd and 5th place WTCC Drivers’ Championship 
(Dirk Müller and Jörg Müller)

BMW Team UK – RBM.

Andy Priaulx (GBR) – Car number 1.

Andy Priaulx’s victory in the 2004 European Touring Car Championship for BMW Team Great Britain left fans and experts alike open-mouthed in amazement. The comparatively small RBM Team headed by Bart Mampaey (BEL) had asserted itself against far more experienced rivals and celebrated 
its biggest motor sport success to date. Under their new name of 
BMW Team UK, Priaulx and his crew managed to corroborate their previous year’s performance in superior style by winning the WTCC title in 2005.

The RBM Team based in Mechelen, Belgium had its ETCC debut in 2002. 
At the time Mampaey’s team was responsible for fielding the BMW 320i of Fredrik Ekblom (SWE), who was racing for BMW Team Belgium. A year later Priaulx joined the team, which from then on fought for points and victory 
under the banner of BMW Team Great Britain – and with great success. In his debut year, Priaulx already won three European Touring Car Championship races. In 2004, the driver from Guernsey in the Channel Islands claimed the crown in the European Touring Car Championship.

Within a short space of time, team manager Mampaey had taken his racing squad to the top of international touring car racing. But the Belgian’s success was no accident. In the 1970s and ’80s his father Julian ran the Juma Racing Team, among whose triumphs with BMW were three wins in the 24 Hours of Spa-Francorchamps. Mampaey junior was always at the track and learnt early on how a racing team should be run if you want to succeed. In 1998 he celebrated his first major success with the RBM Team in Spa. After further stints in the FIA GT Championship, the American Le Mans Series, with Schnitzer Motorsport and Ravaglia Motorsport, Mampaey eventually lined his own FIA ETCC team up on the grid in 2002.

The team spirit and friendly relations among its members are one of the strengths of RBM. Priaulx and Mampaey form a perfect duo. Both are meticulous in their work and only satisfied once all the problems have been resolved and every challenge has been successfully mastered. That this approach bears fruit is something RBM aims to demonstrate once again this season.

Team manager:
Bart Mampaey 

Address:
E. Walschaertstraat 2A, 2800 Mechelen, Belgium

Phone/Fax:
+32 15 42 30 00/+32 15 42 11 08

Email:
bart.mampaey@juma.net.bmw.be

Founded:
1994

Major successes:

1994–1997
BMW Compact Cup

1997
1st and 2nd place Group N Spa 24 Hours (BMW)

1998
1st place Spa 24 Hours (BMW Fina Bastos Team)

1999
4th place Spa 24 Hours (Nissan)

2002
6th place FIA ETCC (Fredrik Ekblom, BMW 320i)

2003
3rd place FIA ETCC Team Trophy (BMW 320i), 

   
3rd place Drivers’ Championship with Andy Priaulx 

2004
3rd place FIA ETCC Team Trophy (BMW 320i)
               
1st place Drivers’ Championship with Andy Priaulx

2005
4th place WTCC Team Trophy (BMW 320i)

1st place WTCC Drivers’ Championship with Andy Priaulx

BMW Team Italy-Spain – ROAL Motorsport. 

Alessandro Zanardi (ITA) – Car number 4.
Marcel Costa (ESP) – Car number 5.

Last year arguably saw Roberto Ravaglia taking centre stage more often than ever before in his career as team manager of BMW Team Italy-Spain. 
He was the reigning World Touring Car Champion until Andy Priaulx dethroned him in the 2005 season final at Macau: Ravaglia had won the first world championship in 1987. Time and again journalists and fans asked whether he felt sad about the prospect of losing his title. But the Italian was preoccupied with far different matters than brooding on the past.

Ravaglia was working tirelessly with his team to celebrate successes in the present. And it was indeed to be a successful year for BMW Team Italy-Spain, with Ravaglia’s protégés taking to the podium a total of five times. 
The highlight of the year was undoubtedly Alessandro Zanardi’s triumph in Oschersleben. There was no end of jubilation at the team’s command 
post, and the team’s two owners, Ravaglia and Aldo Preo, were seen embracing each other with joy. By the end of the season Zanardi and his team-mate Antonio Garcia (ESP) had collected a total of 87 points and 
played a major role in enabling BMW to carry off the manufacturers’ trophy.  

There are plenty of changes afoot for BMW Team Italy-Spain in the 2006 season. Like the other two BMW national teams, Ravaglia’s squad will 
also be fielding two BMW 320si cars. There’s a new face in the cockpit too: 
Marcel Costa (ESP) will be chasing points alongside Zanardi. Ravaglia’s declared aim is to follow on from last year’s good achievements. Although the team manager is now no longer a unique World Touring Car Champion, 
he knows exactly what success feels like. At all accounts, he possesses the requisite experience to be mixing it with his team among the front-runners 
in the FIA WTCC.

Team manager:
Roberto Ravaglia

Address:
Via Svizzera 18, 35157 Padova (PD), Italy

Email:
info@roal-motorsport.com

Phone:
+39 049 8703960
Fax:
+39 049 8702125
Founded:
2001

Major successes:

2001

1st place ESPC Drivers’ classification with Peter Kox


(BMW 320i)


2nd place ESPC Teams’ classification (BMW 320i)

2002

8th place ETCC Drivers’ classification with Jordi Gené 
  

(BMW 320i)

2003
4th place ETCC Teams’ classification,

8th and 9th place ETCC Drivers’ classification with Antonio Garcia and Fabrizio Giovanardi

2004
5th place ETCC Teams’ classification (BMW 320i),

7th and 14th place ETCC Drivers’ classification with Antonio Garcia and Alessandro Zanardi

2005
5th place WTCC Teams’ classification (BMW 320i),

9th and 10th place WTCC Drivers’ classification with Antonio Garcia and Alessandro Zanardi

7. The BMW 320si WTCC.

A new advertisement for BMW customer sport.

BMW has created a brand new car for the 2006 World Touring Car Championship: the BMW 320si. The company’s latest racer was developed by BMW Motorsport in Munich and is based on the production car with which it shares its name. It took nine months to create a car capable of building on the successful history of its predecessor, the BMW 320i, and the 320si is 
now primed to extend BMW’s customer sport activities through this season and beyond. Private teams can purchase a BMW 320si racing kit and enter 
the car in any of eight race series around the world according to Super 2000 or Super Production regulations. The new car was ready for delivery to the 
BMW national teams in the WTCC as early as December last year. 
And demand from other customer teams for the sportiest member of the 
new BMW 3 Series family is booming. A total of 17 orders have already 
been received in Munich ahead of the new season.

The BMW 320si WTCC has certainly earned this early vote of confidence. 
The standard production car which provided the outline for the racing 3 handed the engineers an excellent platform for the development of the competition model. “The development of the racing car was running only a few weeks behind that of the standard road car”, notes BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen. “The basic concept on which the 320si is based provides an outstanding template for a racing version.”

From sporty road car to the WTCC.
The 320si is also available for BMW customers with a particularly fine nose for motor sport in the shape of a limited-edition model, of which 2,600 will be made. A high-revving four-cylinder engine which reaches 8,000 rpm, a short rear axle ratio (4.10) and M sports suspension with 18-inch mixed tyres 
give the BMW 320si true sporting pedigree even in roadgoing trim. However, the 40 or so BMW Motorsport employees involved in the development 
of the new WTCC racing car have managed to further enhance the roadgoing model’s driving characteristics in preparation for the rarified atmosphere 
of the world’s premier touring car race series.

The BMW 320si WTCC is longer and broader than last year’s car. “A wider car means a larger frontal area”, explains Theissen. “The immediate effect 
of this is to increase drag. However, this can be counteracted by improving the streamlining of the car’s form. Indeed, we’ve done a great job on the aerodynamics.” The new car is much more aerodynamically efficient than the BMW 320i and also has the benefit of a wider and firmer chassis. 

One challenge for the engineers was how to adapt the rear axle of the 
BMW 320si for race action on the track. The five-link axle has a larger track width and wheel camber than the production version. Development work 
with Sachs saw the creation of new rear-axle shock absorbers which allow five-way adjustment. Further optimisation was also possible on the axle carriers and some pivot points. 

The pedals in the 2006 car also display some new features. 
BMW 320si WTCC drivers will use standing pedals fixed on a plate in the footwell which can be adjusted according to the size of the driver. 
This has helped to further lower the car’s centre of gravity. Naturally, reductions in weight also play a significant role in the development of a racing car. The engineers shaved three kilograms off the overall weight by using a new windscreen made from the special plastic Makrolon.

Safety in the cockpit, continuity in the transmission.
The BMW 3 Series is an extremely safe car – and the new 320si raises the 
bar yet another notch in terms of both active and passive safety. Helping it to do so are the race car elements stipulated for the racing version in the series regulations, including a steel safety cage. To this end, BMW Motorsport benefited in the development phase from its FIA certification as an analysis centre for safety cells. Additionally, the driver is protected by further components such as a safety seat, the Head and Neck Support system (HANS), crash pads in the doors and energy-absorbing foam.

The BMW 320si will line up in 2006 with a five-speed H-gate transmission optimised for the race track and featuring a mechanical limited-slip differential. Integrated strain gauges in the gearshift lever trigger a power signal. 
This quick-shift system cuts ignition during gear changes in line with the chosen configuration, removing the need to operate a clutch. Using a sequential six-speed transmission would raise the basic weight of the vehicle to 1,170 kg (incl. driver). As it stands, the BMW 320si WTCC weighs just 
1,140 kg with the driver.

New developments promise success on the race track.
The BMW 320si WTCC sees the introduction of a CAN bus system for the first time. Taking the place of conventional relay and safety technology, the newly developed high-performance control unit POWER400 uses the system to control all the actuators in the car, such as those for the lights, windscreen wipers etc. This new feature results in significant weight savings, reduced susceptibility to faults and greater ease of use. The engineers are expecting the ECU404 engine management system, another in-house development from BMW Motorsport, to provide benefits in terms of variable shift times and engine map switches. The software and interface for this technology were 
also created by the experts in Munich.

The body for the BMW 320si WTCC is built at BMW’s Regensburg plant. 
The bodyshells for the WTCC car are prepared just a stone’s throw from the assembly lines for the series-production cars. Here, again, the focus is on cutting weight to a minimum. Strengthening elements have been welded in around other areas of the car to accommodate the safety cell demanded 
by the race regulations. 

The experts from the BMW plant in Dingolfing contributed their know-how in the design of the gear teeth and the materials for the rear-axle differential. 
The quality assurance laboratory is also located in Dingolfing. The concept and production of the cardan shaft, meanwhile, was a joint project with 
BMW’s Landshut plant, where the 2,600 engines for the roadgoing models are made. A certain number of the components are subsequently used in the construction of the race engines.

BMW Motorsport enjoyed active support from the series-production engineers over the course of the development process. Sessions in the wind tunnel and with the pendulum test rig – to establish the vehicle’s centre 
of gravity – and transmission test rig have provided significant assistance in transferring the BMW 320si WTCC from drawing board to race track in 
a matter of months. 

The BMW P45 engine.
The BMW P45 provides the powerful heartbeat of the BMW 320si WTCC. 
By contrast to the BMW 320i, the new car is fitted with a two-litre four-cylinder engine. As Theissen explains: “Our rivals in the two-litre class have 
always used four-cylinder powerplants, and that’s made BMW’s six-cylinder something of a special case in the WTCC. Now our aim is to show that we can also play a decisive role in the championship with the four-cylinder engine.”

The four-cylinder is lighter and shorter than its six-cylinder forebear and develops considerably greater torque from its maximum 8,500 rpm (as dictated by the regulations), without any reduction in output. The BMW P45 engine already delivers 275 bhp, putting it on the same performance level 
as its predecessor. The powerplant is mounted further back in the car, which again helps to improve the centre of gravity of the BMW 320si.

Synergies in engine construction.
The engine under the bonnet of the BMW 320si is also rooted in the production car’s sporty and innovative concept. The N45 powerplant, which develops 173 bhp at 7,000 rpm in the 320si special-edition model, is the 
first series-produced unit to feature a carbon cylinder head cover and integral oil separator. The engine developers opted for conventional valve control – 

with two overhead camshafts, rocker arms and four valves per cylinder – in the design of their new creation. The omission of numerous moved parts allows the valve train in both the special-edition model and the race-trim car to ensure impressive rigidity and precision even at high engine speeds. Following modifications carried out by BMW Motorsport engineers, the power unit 
was put through its paces on the state-of-the-art test rigs at BMW’s plant in Munich. The race engine then had to prove its mettle on the chassis dynamometer, which calculates the powertrain’s mechanical power loss. 
The engineers used the data collected to work on further detailed improvements.

Like the series-produced engine, the BMW P45 is also cast in Landshut. 
Its cylinder head is a completely new construction and the requisite castings are produced in Landshut’s Formula One foundry. Computer-controlled machine tools ensure that the intake and exhaust ducts and combustion chambers boast maximum precision and surface finish quality. Together with the larger valves and adapted intake and outlet flange contours, this ensures optimal fuel preparation. Special spark plugs – controlled by dedicated ignition coils – trigger the combustion processes. Formula One technology is also lurking below the surface of other engine components, such as the rocker arms. They are coated in a process developed specially for BMW’s Formula One engines.

8. Technical specifications.

BMW 320si WTCC 2006.

Vehicle.

Length:
4,535 mm

Width:
1,845 mm 

Height:
approx. 1,350 mm

Wheel base:
2,763 mm 

Vehicle weight:
1,140 kg (with driver)

Tank capacity:
approx. 45 litres 

Chassis/body:
unitary construction steel body with 


welded safety cell made of extremely rigid 


precision steel tubing;
safety fuel tank bedded in a CFRP (carbon fibre-reinforced plastic) sandwich tray;
pneumatic three-stamp rapid jack system 

Aerodynamic 
front apron, rear apron, rear wings, front wings 

package:
and flared rear wheel arches made of 


CRFP

Transmission:
single-disc carbon-fibre clutch operated by a hydraulic central slave cylinder;


five-speed dog-type racing transmission based on the production variant;


additional oil/air cooler; quick-shift system with ignition cut-off controlled by shifting force;


production rear axle casing with mechanical limited-slip differential and additional oil/air cooler 

Front axle:
double-joint strut suspension with increased wheel caster angle, enlarged track width and enhanced 
wheel camber compared to the production version; 
five-way adjustable shock absorbers; 


tubular stabiliser bar

Rear axle:
five-link axle, with enlarged track width and enhanced wheel camber compared to the production version;
five-way adjustable shock absorbers; stabiliser

Brake system, front:
four-piston aluminium brake callipers;
inner-vented grey-cast iron brake discs of 332 mm diameter, 32 mm thickness

Brake system, rear:
two-piston aluminium brake callipers;
grey-cast iron brake discs of 291 mm diameter, 
18 mm thickness

Steering:
rack-and-pinion steering with electric-hydraulic power assistance

Wheels:
aluminium rims, 9 x 17 inches

Tyres:
Yokohama race tyres, 240/610 R17 (front and rear)

BMW P45 engine specifications.

Type:
four-cylinder in-line

Capacity:
1,999 cc

Bore x stroke:
86 x 86 mm

Compression:
11 : 1

Max. output:
approx. 275 bhp at approx. 8,300 rpm

Max. torque:
approx. 242 Nm at approx. 7,250 rpm

Max. engine speed:
8,500 rpm (as per regulations)


Cylinder block:
aluminium cylinder block construction 



with “bed blade” lower section


Crankshaft:
steel crankshaft with reduced bearing diameters 


Pistons:
forged skirt pistons


Conrods:
high-performance steel


Cylinder head:
aluminium DOHC (double overhead



camshaft) construction; four valves per cylinder

 
Valve train:
two overhead chain-driven camshafts; 



valve actuation via rocker arms 


Intake system:
single-throttle valve (64 mm, as per regulations); air box 
 
made of CFRP with load change-optimised ram tubes


Exhaust system:
high-performance header, silencer and catalytic converter


Fuel system:
single-cylinder multipoint injection with one injection 



valve per cylinder; injection pressure 5.0 bar

Lubrication:
wet sump lubrication with optimised oil sump/oil suction system

Cooling:
water/air cooler and oil/water heat exchanger

Flywheel:
steel, weight-optimised to 4 kg

Fuel:
standard fuel, super plus unleaded
Electrics/Electronics.
Engine management:
BMW Motorsport ECU404 with two high-
performance microprocessors; 


individual cylinder injection and ignition; 


pit speed limiter function, quick-shift function; 


engine data memory system
Energy

management:
electric energy management and monitoring with 
BMW Motorsport POWER400 control unit, networking of all sensors and actuators using a bus system

Cable harness:
weight-optimised

Ignition coil:
four high-performance pencil coils with integrated


ignition drivers
Spark plugs:
NGK high-performance spark plugs

Cockpit:
programmable LCD display with integrated indicators

Steering wheel: 
Quick-release multifunction steering wheel with integrated display control
9. Format and regulations.

The FIA WTCC race weekends are organised according to the following format: 

–
On the first day there are two free practice sessions of 30 minutes each, plus a 30-minute qualifying session which determines the running order for Race 1. 

–
The second day starts with a warm-up (15 minutes).

–
Race 1 covers a distance of 50 kilometres.

– 
During the subsequent break, the teams have 15 minutes in which to prepare their cars for the second race. 

–
The starting order for Race 2 is based on the results of Race 1, but with 
the first eight finishers starting in reverse order (the winner from 8th place, 
the runner-up from 7th etc.). Drivers who do not complete Race 1 are relegated to the back of the starting grid.

– 
Race 2 also covers a distance of at least 50 kilometres. 

In both races the top eight finishers are awarded championship points based on the following key:

	1st 
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	6th
	7th
	8th

	10
	8
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1


In the FIA WTCC, a drivers’ and a manufacturers’ title are awarded. For the manufacturers’ classification, the two best-placed drivers representing 
each manufacturer competing in the championship are taken into account.

Starting with the first race in Monza, all participants will receive a basic handicap of 20 kilograms. The most successful drivers of a weekend (aggregate of two races) have to take on board an added weight handicap for the subsequent race event. There is also the possibility of reducing the weight handicap again. Ballast is added or taken away according to the following key:   

	1st 
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	6th
	7th
	8th
	9th

	+40 kg
	+30 kg
	+20 kg
	+10 kg
	0
	–5 kg
	–10 kg
	–15 kg
	–20 kg


Weight handicaps are also distributed based on the number of world championship points won. For every ten points collected, the driver has to take five kilograms on board (20 points = 10 kg, 30 points = 15 kg etc.). 
The weight handicaps of both categories are added up before each race weekend. The maximum weight handicap is 80 kg. The racing weight of a car is calculated on the basis of the prescribed minimum weight plus the driver’s weight handicap based on his result. 

Three vehicle categories are accepted for the 2006 FIA WTCC:

–
Touring cars with normally aspirated petrol engines in compliance with 
FIA Super 2000 regulations (e.g. the BMW 320si)

–
Touring cars with turbodiesel engines based on FIA Diesel 2000 regulations (introduced in 2004) 

–
Touring cars with normally aspirated petrol engines based on FIA Super Production regulations

At present only cars in the first category are represented in the WTCC. 

Super 2000 class.

The basic car prescribed for the Super 2000 class is a saloon with at least four seats and four doors and a minimum length of 4.2 metres. At least 
2,500 series-production versions must be built within twelve months and must come from a vehicle family with an annual output of at least 25,000 units. 
They must have FIA racing homologation as Group A cars in near-standard production trim and be equipped for the FIA WTCC with a conversion 
kit also approved by the FIA (e.g. special parts for the engine and body).

Engine capacity is limited to 2,000 cc. Depending on the type of engine, various engine speed limits are permitted. Six-cylinders are allowed up to 9,000 revolutions a minute (four-cylinders 8,500 rpm, five-cylinders 
8,750 rpm). Each engine must be used on at least two consecutive racing weekends. If the engine has to be replaced before a race, the driver loses 
ten grid places. Spare cars (T-cars) are not allowed.

Two types of transmission are permitted: a conventional H-gate based 
on homologation according to Group A regulations (maximum five-speed) 
or a sequential-shift gearbox (six-speed).

Different drive concepts are adjusted by means of various minimum vehicle weights (including driver):  

–
Rear-wheel drive, H-gearbox:
1,140 kg

–
Rear-wheel drive, sequential gearbox:
1,170 kg

–
Front-wheel drive, H-gearbox:
1,110 kg

–
Front-wheel drive, sequential gearbox:
1,140 kg

Vehicles that fall below this weight due to their design may use ballast to bring them up to the minimum weight. Any ballast must be attached to the floor of the car either in the luggage compartment or in the cockpit. Ground clearance must be at least 80 mm.

No electronic driver aids of any kind (e.g. ABS, traction control) are permitted. A limited-slip differential is allowed provided it is operated mechanically. 

Only size 9 x 17-inch wheel rims may be used. Standard Yokohama tyres are prescribed and may be no higher than 610 mm and no wider than 250 mm. The number of new dry tyres (slicks) a driver may use for each event is limited to twelve new and six previously identified used tyres. Exempt from this ruling are the first two races in Monza as well as the events outside Europe, where 16 new slicks are permitted. There is no limit on the number of wets used.

An FIA-homologated safety cage is prescribed, as is a bucket seat, the 
HANS system (Head and Neck Support System) and a full harness belt 
with a minimum of five attachment points.

No wireless data transmission (telemetry) of any kind is permitted between 
the moving car and the team. Radio contact is allowed. 

10. The BMW 3 Series on the race track.

Raking in wins: BMW in touring car racing.
The BMW 320i contested its final season of international motor sport in 2005. At the close of its unique career, the 275 bhp racing car helped BMW to achieve a further milestone in touring car racing last year when Andy Priaulx of BMW Team UK secured the world championship title in the FIA WTCC, 
while BMW celebrated overall victory in the manufacturers’ championship.

BMW can claim a total of 24 European Championship titles. 2005 saw the second victory in an FIA World Touring Car Championship. A BMW driver had taken the crown in this discipline once before: Roberto Ravaglia of Italy won the first world championship in 1987 driving a BMW M3. The foreseeably final European Championship title was secured by Priaulx in 2004 when he clinched the FIA ETCC in the final race of the season with a BMW 320i.
Worldwide.

Not only in the FIA WTCC, but in numerous national championships and international events, too, the BMW 320i furnished evidence last season that it is the measure of all things when it comes to near-production touring car racing. To date, 115 racing kits of the E46 series have been sold by BMW’s racing parts distribution to motor sport teams around the world. 
The successes speak for themselves: Richard Göransson (SWE) not only secured the European Touring Car Cup in October 2005 at Vallelunga, 
Italy, but once again took a commanding victory in the Swedish Touring Car Championship ahead of his Swedish fellow-BMW driver Thed Björk. 

Alessandro Zanardi also put in a successful performance in his home country’s Touring Car Championship. The 39-year-old Italian celebrated his title win after beating his compatriot Gianluca de Lorenzi, also in a BMW 320i. Vladimir Nechaev (RUS) took away the Russian Championship title, while Caspar Elgaard (DEN) secured first place for BMW in the Danish Touring Car Championship. 

Franz Engstler (Kempten, GER) claimed an unassailable title in the Asian Touring Car Championship and won the manufacturers’ title with BMW. 
But the BMW 320i also made its mark over long distances: Claudia Hürtgen (Aachen, GER) driving for Team Schubert Motors came first in the 
BFGoodrich Long-Distance Championship on the Nürburgring.

Guarantor of success from the start: the BMW 3 Series.

The story of the BMW 3 Series in touring car racing extends back to the 1970s. The large BMW 3.0 CSL Coupé had already caused a sensation around the world before the BMW 320i took the limelight in 1977. 
As a Group 5 racing touring car, the latter drew attention with its hugely flared wheel arches, front spoiler and rear wing. Underneath the bonnet was a thoroughbred BMW Formula 2 engine, a two-litre four-cylinder with an output of 300 bhp. With Marc Surer (SUI), Eddie Cheever (USA) and Manfred Winkelhock (GER), three hot young drivers took to the grid for the German Racing Championship. This race series featured the world’s best touring car drivers and works teams, and the BMW Junior Team were in among the 
front-runners from the word go. 

A total of 28 units of the Group 5 BMW 320i were built in 1977 and 1978. BMW Motorsport offered the racing tourers as kits to teams around the world, and in 1978 also opened up the field to tuners and private teams competing 
in the German Racing Championship. Harald Ertl (AUT) took the title in a Schnitzer BMW 320i. The racing team from Freilassing in southern Germany had put its money on turbo power. 

The BMW 320i entered the European Touring Car Championship in 
1980 in the more discreet Group 2 trim of the near-production touring cars. 
With 245 bhp from a performance-enhanced production four-cylinder, 
Helmut Kelleners (GER) and his German team-mate Sigi Müller jun. had sufficient speed on tap to claim outright victory. 

BMW M3: a winning type.
BMW chose a four-cylinder engine for its own sports version of the second-generation 3 Series. 1987 – the debut year of the BMW M3 in touring car racing – turned into a triumphal procession, with the works cars sweeping up the three main titles. Roberto Ravaglia became the first World Touring Car Champion, Winfried Vogt (GER) was European Champion and Eric van de Poele (NLD) won the German Championship. Roberto Ravaglia won the 1988 European Championship, the 1989 DTM and the 1990 championship in 
his Italian homeland. He became the most successful of all BMW M3 drivers. 

With more than 60 national championships around the world in road and hillclimb events as well as rally races, plus seven European Hillclimb Championships, five Rally Cups and numerous victories in the 24-Hour Races on the Nürburgring and at Spa-Francorchamps, the BMW M3 was the most successful touring car in the world. 

Super touring cars: the international 2.0-litre class.

1992 brought with it new challenges. The second-generation BMW M3, 
now driven by a six-cylinder high-performance engine, entered the GT Class, 
while in international touring car racing only four-door saloons with 2.0-litre engines made it to the forefront. The BMW 318i of the third-generation 
BMW 3 Series was sent out onto the track in 1993 with 270 bhp. BMW works drivers competed in the major touring car race series in Germany, Britain, 
Italy, Asia-Pacific and Japan. Roberto Ravaglia, Johnny Cecotto (VEN), Joachim Winkelhock (GER) and Steve Soper (GBR) secured six championship titles in three seasons. In 1995 detailed fine-tuning led to a new version 
of the BMW four-cylinder unit in the racing version of the BMW 320i, which underwent steady further development in the years to come.

Return of the European Touring Car Championship.

In 1999, BMW Motorsport had a new model lined up for touring car racing involving cars in near-standard production trim. The fourth-generation 
BMW 320i now also had under the bonnet an in-line six-cylinder unit designed for the race track. In 2001, following a lengthy interval, the inauguration 
of the European Super Production Championship marked the revival of an international race series for touring cars. BMW Motorsport was backing six national teams from Europe. After ten races, the winner was Peter Kox (NLD) of BMW Team Germany. From 2002 onwards, the upwardly mobile FIA ETCC became a pillar of BMW Motorsport’s international activities – not, however, 
as a classic works discipline, but involving various national subsidiaries fielding up to five teams. 

In 2002, BMW Team Deutschland under the aegis of Schnitzer Motorsport came out on top: German works drivers Jörg Müller and Dirk Müller took second and fourth places, while BMW was runner-up in the manufacturers’ classification. The 2003 FIA ETCC with BMW Teams Deutschland, Italy-Spain and Great Britain was a nailbiter to the finishing lap. After BMW with its further evolved 320i had already secured the manufacturers’ title in the penultimate of 20 rounds, Jörg Müller ultimately had to concede defeat just one point short 
of the drivers’ title. Jörg Müller and Dirk Müller were again the strongest pairing driving the BMW 320i for BMW Team Deutschland fielded by 
Schnitzer Motorsport.

From European to World Champion – Andy Priaulx.
In 2004, BMW succeeded in defending its manufacturers’ title and, this time thanks to Andy Priaulx, also the top slot in the drivers’ standings. Once again BMW national teams had lined up in the BMW 320i with the now 270 bhp two-litre straight-six engine. Racing for BMW Team Deutschland-Schnitzer Motorsport for the third consecutive year were Dirk Müller and Jörg Müller. 

Priaulx was again driving for BMW Team Great Britain. For BMW Team Italy-Spain, Alessandro Zanardi completed a full race season for the first 
time since his ChampCar accident in 2001, racing alongside his team-mate Antonio Garcia. 

On the season’s penultimate race weekend, BMW already clinched its second manufacturers’ title in succession. After races 17 and 18 it was also clear 
that the European drivers’ title would also go to a BMW driver, although the decision in favour of Priaulx only fell in the hotly contested final in Dubai.

Likewise, the 2005 FIA WTCC remained undecided until the last race 
of the season – and once again it was a BMW 320i that had its nose in front. 
After Dirk Müller had claimed first place almost consistently in the drivers’ rankings, Priaulx snatched the title from him in Macau. It marked the end of the racing career of an exceptional touring car. Its successor, the BMW 320si, 
now steps in to lengthen the list of BMW 3 Series triumphs over the coming years.

11. Technical partners and sponsors. 

Technical partners.

Castrol stands for innovation and high-performance. The company enjoys international recognition as a lubricant specialist and is active in 130 countries. Castrol employs a workforce of more than 10,000 in developing, manufacturing, marketing and selling a range of 5,000 high-quality lubricating products for consumers, dealers, shipping and industry. Castrol supplies lubricants to Formula BMW and has since 1999 been in close partnership with the BMW Group in the areas of research, development, and aftersales and marketing. Castrol is also a Technical Sponsor of the BMW national teams in the WTCC.

BBS has been a successful supplier of wheels to motor sport for more 
than 30 years. Nowhere are the demands on wheels higher and the loads greater than in motor racing. At BBS, these experiences filter directly into 
the development of road wheels. Thanks to its innovative products, BBS occupies the leading position in its field and is systematically developing its technical edge. In 1992, the company achieved the impossible when it produced Formula One wheels made of forged magnesium, saving some 
20 percent in weight. Since then, this revolutionary wheel technology 
has conquered practically all motor racing categories around the world. 
Its longstanding partnership with BMW is expected to secure renewed successes in the WTCC as well. 

Official Partner.

Consultants Wagner Beratungsgesellschaft mbH, headquartered in 
Bad Camberg, specialise in quality optimisation on behalf of companies in the automotive industry, as does its subsidiary Wagner Beratungen (Suisse) GmbH. It provides concepts for all-encompassing quality optimisation tailored to the needs of its customers in the motor industry. Wagner Beratungs​gesellschaft is supporting BMW Team Germany in the FIA WTCC as of season 2006.

Official Suppliers.

PUMA was founded in 1948 in Herzogenaurach, Germany. One of the 
leading manufacturers of sports shoes, sportswear and accessories, PUMA has throughout its corporate history remained true to its four principles of authenticity, performance, technological innovation and accepting ever-new challenges. Today PUMA is the alternative sports brand that successfully unites impulses from the world of sport, lifestyle and fashion. For PUMA motor sport is no new territory either – the first racing shoes by PUMA were already being worn back in the 1970s and early ’80s. 1998 saw PUMA return to motor racing. Among others, it is a sponsor of BMW Team Germany in the FIA WTCC.
LuK is a leading supplier of clutches, components for CVT transmissions 
and pumps for hydraulic applications in cars. As well as its head office in Bühl, southwest Germany, the international enterprise has 16 manufacturing sites worldwide. A total workforce of some 8,000 employees feed in new ideas to ensure LuK’s customers in the motoring industry maintain their leading edge. Since the company was founded in 1965, LuK innovations have been setting benchmarks in clutch design. The LuK Aftermarket Service run from Langen near Frankfurt is a customer-oriented service and marketing operation with more than 300 staff.

NGK Spark Plug Co. LTD. has its headquarters in Nagoya, Japan, with branches in Europe, the USA, South-East Asia, China, Brazil and Australia. NGK is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of spark plugs, ignition cables, spark plug terminals, glow plugs and lambda probes for the motoring industry. Its high-performance components boast quality, economy 
and longevity and are outstandingly eco-friendly. NGK supports BMW Team Germany in the FIA WTCC from season 2006.  

Recaro seats are a byword for top quality when it comes to ergonomics, safety, technology, design and comfort. Recaro products are found wherever people and their needs are paramount. Professional racing drivers have to 
be able to rely on the quality and safety of their hardware, since spectacular races such as the Nürburgring 24 Hours or the Macau Grand Prix demand absolute peak performance – also from the materials involved. Recaro racing seats exceed all the relevant requirements, providing a basis of trust. Today as in the past, Recaro is a pioneering seat manufacturer in terms of quality, safety and innovation. 
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