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Rockingham – Round 17 &18 – 4/5 September 2004

Qualifying

Sutton and Urbano share poles again 

Bird back at the top of Rookie pecking order

Rockingham. Joao Urbano (Carlin Motorsport) and James Sutton (Fortec Motorsport) have continued in Rockingham where they left off in Brands Hatch with one pole each. However, while Sutton will start alongside the Portuguese driver in race one, in race two he will have Matt Howson (Team SWR Pioneer) with him on the front row of the grid. For race one third on the grid is Oliver Turvey (Team SWR Pioneer) and for race two Josh Fisher (Motaworld-Quantexe Racing) fills this slot.

Rockingham’s chicane definitely got the thumbs up from most of the drivers and a very happy Joao commented: “I really like the chicane. I was not sure that I could get pole after Sutton and Fisher were so quick in free practice. We made a few changes overnight and they worked.” James Sutton was also in a happy mood saying: “This is a very good track for overtaking and if we have the pace we should do well in what I think will be very interesting races. Our car has proved consistent which is important on such a long and technical track.”

Sam Bird (Carlin Motorsport) was the quickest Rookie in both sessions but felt he could have gone even faster. “I missed sixth gear coming onto the straight on my best lap in session one, and in session two still didn’t manage to get a complete lap. The important thing is I am quickest Rookie and am looking forward to the race, as this is my type of track.” Life was not so sunny for the Rookie class leader, Ross Curnow (Panther Motorsport), who had a new engine fitted overnight and suffered with a slipping throttle cable near the end of session one.

Oliver Turvey missed the Mondello weekend due to exams, but was able to celebrate getting A grades by being third in session one: “The team worked really hard on Friday to get a good set-up for the car and so I was able to do well today. I think the chicane is awesome and I want to push harder on every lap.” Matt Howson was delighted with his second session but did not put his success down to his driving style. “The only difference between the sessions was my timing display didn’t work in the car in the first one, so I really didn’t know how well I was doing,” he explained. 

Josh Fisher wanted to do well to keep the pressure on the championship leaders Philip Glew (Soper Sport) and Tim Bridgman and admitted that for the second session, despite the track being a lot warmer and thus slower, he drove better.

Qualifying Session 1

1. Joao Urbano (POR) Carlin Motorsport – Team Portugal
1m 36.610s

2. James Sutton (GB) Fortec Motorsport


1m 36.801s

3. Oliver Turvey (GB) Team SWR Pioneer      

1m 36.899s

4. Tim Bridgman (GB) (Driver)




1m 36.908s

5. Philip Glew (GB) Soper Sport



1m 36.919s

6. Josh Fisher (GB) Motaworld – Quantexe Racing

1m 37.035s

7. Matt Howson (GB) Team SWR Pioneer


1m 46.817s

8. Duarte Felix da Costa (POR) Carlin Motorsport – Team

Portugal






1m 37.209s

9. Christian Bakkerud (DEN) Carlin Motorsport

1m 37.216s

10. Stian Sørlie (NOR) Fortec Motorsport


1m 37.293s

11. Bruno Senna (BR) Carlin Motorsport


1m 37.423s

12. Sam Bird (GB) Carlin Motorsport



1m 37.441s

13. Ollie Smith (GB) Team Virgin Mobile Barwell

1m 37.620s

14. Peter Dempsey (IRE) Team SWR Pioneer

1m 37.621s

15.  Matt Harris (GB) Team Virgin Mobile Barwell

1m 37.832s

16. Jordan Wise (GB) Soper Sport



1m 36.876s

17.  Ross Curnow (GB) Panther Motorsport


1m 37.914s 

18. Jack Goldstraw (GB) Panther Motorsport

1m 38.002s

19. Dean Smith (GB) Soper Sport        


1m 38.073s

20. Simon Walker-Hansell (GB) Panther Motorsport

1m 38.167s

21. Ry Leon (GB) Motaworld – Quantexe


1m 38.664s

22. Steve Roberts (GB) Team Virgin Mobile Barwell

1m 38.722s


Qualifying Session 2

1. James Sutton (GB) Fortec Motorsport


1m 36.956s 

2. Matt Howson (GB) Team SWR Pioneer


1m 37.054s

3. Josh Fisher (GB) Motaworld – Quantexe Racing

1m 37.333s

4. Joao Urbano (POR) Carlin Motorsport – Team Portugal
1m 37.334s

5. Oliver Turvey (GB) Team SWR Pioneer       

1m 37.468s

6. Tim Bridgman (GB) (Driver)




1m 37.553s

7. Philip Glew (GB) Soper Sport



1m 37.637s

8. Bruno Senna (BR) Carlin Motorsport


1m 37.765s

9. Sam Bird (GB) Carlin Motorsport



1m 37.808s

10. Christian Bakkerud (DEN) (Carlin Motorsport)

1m 37.859s

11. Duarte Felix da Costa (POR) Carlin Motorsport – Team

Portugal 






1m 37.865s

12. Stian Sørlie (NOR) Fortec Motorsport


1m 37.974s

13. Ross Curnow (GB) Panther Motorsport


1m 37.984s 

14. Peter Dempsey (IRE) Team SWR Pioneer 

1m 38.028s

15. Ollie Smith (GB) Team Virgin Mobile Barwell

1m 38.130s

16. Jordan Wise (GB) Soper Sport



1m 38.137s 

17. Dean Smith (GB) Soper Sport          
  

1m 38.340s

18. Simon Walker-Hansell (GB) Panther Motorsport

1m 38.811s

19. Jack Goldstraw (GB) Panther Motorsport

1m 38.871s 

20. Ry Leon (GB) Motaworld – Quantexe Racing

1m 38.978s

21. Steve Roberts (GB) Team Virgin Mobile Barwell

1m 39.181s

22. Matt Harris (GB) Team Virgin Mobile Barwell

7m 20.892s

Background

The ultra-modern Formula BMW which allows 15-year-olds to enter the world of motor racing has been appearing on grids since the 2002 season. It sets standards above all on the safety and technology front. The single-seater, powered by a 140 bhp BMW motorcycle engine that reaches speeds of 230km/h, features a carbon-fibre chassis, fulfils the safety requirements of the much higher-performance Formula 3 cars, and even matches certain Formula One standards.

In 2004, Formula BMW will be in four different series held in Germany, the UK, Asia and the USA. Formula BMW events will be part of the Formula One support programme at five Grands Prix around the world. All the series go hand-in-hand with a comprehensive education and coaching programme, as well as substantial financial backing for promising young talent. The most distinguished graduate of this “talent hothouse” is Ralf Schumacher. The star of the BMW WilliamsF1 Team made his racing debut in the junior class in 1992.

BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen: “Our junior talent promotion scheme is an intensive basic education for successful kart drivers who want to move up into Formula racing. Our priorities are to create a level playing field through technically identical vehicles and scrupulously defined regulations, and to ensure maximum safety.”

For further information contact:

Ann Bradshaw – mobile +44 7713 317006, e-mail annbradshaw@tiscali.co.uk
OR

Carlo Wiggers – mobile +44 7748 146746, carlo.wiggers@bmw.co.uk
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