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Smartphone apps for electric cars 
Sustainability Hackathon in Mountain View, USA 
 

The first Sustainability Hackathon was held from 27 – 29 April in 

Mountain View. The purpose of the event was to share ideas and develop 

new apps in the areas of electro-mobility and sustainability. The winning 

app is designed to help electric-car users communicate quickly and 

simply with one another on an anonymous basis in order to use charging 

stations efficiently and minimise waiting times. 

 

Munich. A total of 80 software developers and computer programmers 

participated in the two-day “hack event” from 27 – 29 April at the BMW Technology 

Office in Mountain View, California. The event’s main sponsors were the car-sharing 

service DriveNow and ChargePoint, operator of the world’s largest charging 

network for electric vehicles. 15 apps for smartphones and mobile phones 

competed for first place in seven award categories. A total of USD 3,000 in prize 

money was awarded to the most practical, creative apps.  

 

A widespread problem, currently, is the less-than-optimal utilisation of electric-

vehicle charging stations, which are often used by only one vehicle for an extended 

period of time. For example, electric vehicles may be parked at a charging station 

during an entire workday. The winning apps enable electric-car owners to 

communicate with one another in order to use charging stations more efficiently 

and maximise their utilisation.  

 

For example: One car is parked at a charging station; the other arrives at the station 

and needs ten minutes’ worth of electricity to reach its destination. The driver of the 

second vehicle can use the app on his or her mobile phone to contact the driver of 

the first car quickly and anonymously to request permission to charge the vehicle 

for a short time – naturally, with the assurance that the first car will be plugged in 

again afterwards. 
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More information about Sustainability Hackathon in Mountain View: 

 
Winning apps: https://www.hackerleague.org/hackathons/sustainability-hackathon-
mv/wikipages/511eb98b9989c5b204000016 
 
Blog posts: 
http://tech.jeancarl.com/2013/04/29/bmw-sustainability-hackathon/ 
http://www.transportationtechnologyventures.com/blog/?p=445 
 
Photos on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10151605925399400.1073741826.59788879399&typ
e=1 
 
 
In case of queries please contact: 
 
BMW Group Corporate Communications  
 
Kai Zöbelein, Sustainability Communications 
Phone: +49 (0)89 382-21170, Fax: +49 (0)89-382-10881 
E-Mail: Kai.Zoebelein@bmw.de 
 
Alexander Bilgeri, Head of Business, Finance and Sustainability Communications 
Phone: +49 (0)89 382-24544, Fax: +49 (0)89 382-24418 
E-Mail: Alexander.Bilgeri@bmw.de 
 
 

 
The BMW Group 

The BMW Group is the leading premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles in the world 
with its BMW, MINI and Rolls-Royce brands. As a global company, the BMW Group operates 28 
production and assembly facilities in 13 countries and has a global sales network in more than 140 
countries. 
 
In 2012, the BMW Group sold about 1.85 million cars and more than 117,000 motorcycles worldwide. 
The profit before tax for the financial year 2012 was euro 7.82 billion on revenues amounting to euro 
76.85 billion. At 31 December 2012, the BMW Group had a workforce of 105,876 employees. 
 
The success of the BMW Group has always been built on long-term thinking and responsible action. 
The company has therefore established ecological and social sustainability throughout the value chain, 
comprehensive product responsibility and a clear commitment to conserving resources as an integral 
part of its strategy. As a result of its efforts, the BMW Group has been ranked industry leader in the 
Dow Jones Sustainability Indexes for the last eight years.  
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