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BMW Junior Team prepares for the Nürburgring 24 Hours 
with strong partners. 
  

• Dan Harper, Max Hesse and Neil Verhagen contest their first races 
in the BMW M6 GT3 on the Nordschleife in the NLS. 

• BMW works driver Augusto Farfus uses his wealth of experience to 
assist the young trio. 

• Strong partners support the BMW Junior Team at the endurance 
classic in the Eifel Mountains. 

 
Munich. The BMW Junior Team has kicked off its 2021 season on the 
Nordschleife when Dan Harper (GBR), Max Hesse (GER) and Neil Verhagen 
(USA) contested their first race in the BMW M6 GT3 within the 
Nürburgring Endurance Series (NLS). The highlight of the season is the 
24-hour race at the Nürburgring (GER) at the start of June, for which the 
BMW Junior Team is already preparing meticulously. BMW works driver 
Augusto Farfus (BRA) is supporting the young trio with his wealth of 
experience. This season, BMW Team RMG is responsible for the team’s 
outings. 
 
After an impressive 2020 season, in which Harper, Hesse and Verhagen enjoyed 
great success in the BMW M4 GT4, including a class victory at the Nürburgring 24 
Hours, the three youngsters have stepped up to the GT3 category for their second 
year of training. The opening round of the season on the Nürburgring-Nordschleife, 
which was scheduled for the end of March, was cancelled due to snow. However, the 
BMW Junior Team was able to contest its first race in the BMW M6 GT3 at round 
two of the NLS. At the end of the four-hour race, the BMW Junior Team ended its 
GT3 debut in an excellent eighth place overall. 
 
Their mentor, Jochen Neerpasch, was full of praise afterwards. “For their first race, 
that was a very good success,” said Neerpasch. “You have to bear in mind that we 
have a completely new team. BMW Team RMG is working with the BMW M6 GT3 for 
the first time and we have three drivers who are behind the wheel of this fast car for 
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the first time. They did very, very well against international opposition here on the 
Nordschleife.” 
 
“We are very happy with the result. It was a good first step,” said Hesse in summary. 
“The BMW M6 GT3 is great fun to drive. Every lap is cool. The team did a fantastic 
job. The set-up was just right, which allowed us to feel very comfortable in the car. 
We just need more laps under our belt, in order to get used to everything and come 
to terms with the traffic. We should be ready then.” 
 
The first race with the BMW M6 GT3 on the Nordschleife was fantastic,” Verhagen 
added. “I’d like to say a big thank you to BMW Team RMG for all the hard work they 
put in across the whole weekend. As I come from a single-seater background, I am a 
little bit familiar with the amount of grip and the forces at play in the car. The BMW 
M6 GT3 feels superb on the Nordschleife. We will now push hard to improve and get 
some top results.” 
 
“It was a solid race, for the team and us three Juniors,” said Harper. “It was our first 
race with the team and our first race with the BMW M6 GT3. We finished eighth and 
set fast lap times. I am really getting used to the car. It is totally different to the cars I 
had driven before. The step up from GT4 was a really big one, and not just in terms 
of the car. The standard of opposition we are racing against in the GT3 category is 
also very high. These guys are so quick, and it really helps to have Augusto as your 
team-mate. We are learning an awful lot from him.” 
 
Farfus is enjoying working with the BMW Junior Team. “They are naturally fast and 
talented so it is not like I have to teach them how to drive the car,” the experienced 
Nordschleife driver explained. “It is more about fine-tuning performance and 
optimising their skills to suit the unique and very specific demands of the 
Nordschleife. They are doing a fantastic job and have great speed. I am helping them 
to stay calm, cope with traffic, and understand the new car. I am very impressed by 
what I have seen so far.”  
 
After the third round of the NLS on 1st May, the BMW Junior Team competes in the 
qualifying race for the Nürburgring 24 Hours on 8th and 9th May. The 49th edition of 
the 24-hour race on the Nürburgring-Nordschleife takes place on 5th and 6th June. 
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With strong partners on the Nordschleife. 
The BMW Junior Team can count on the support of strong partners for its “Mission 
24h Nürburgring”. Shell is the Premium Partner for the #44 BMW M6 GT3 of 
Harper, Hesse, Verhagen and Farfus. The BMW M6 GT3 will race in the six-hour 
qualifying race and the 24-hour race itself in the Premium Partner's Shell special 
livery, which is based on the BMW Junior Team design. Also on board are 
established partners Endless, BMW M Performance Parts, H&R, Akrapovič, Soft 
Trim, Puma and Riemensperger.  
 
 
Media Contact. 
Daniela Tadday 
Media Relations Manager BMW M Motorsport 
Tel.: +49 (0)151 – 601 24 545 
E-mail: daniela.tadday@bmw.de 
  
Matthias Schepke 
Spokesperson BMW Motorsport 
Tel.: +49 (0)151 – 601 90 450 
E-mail: matthias.schepke@bmw.de 
  
Benjamin Titz 
Head of BMW Group Design, Innovation & Motorsport Communications 
Tel.: +49 (0)179 – 743 80 88 
E-mail: benjamin.titz@bmw.de 
  
Media Website. 
http://www.press.bmwgroup.com/global 
  
BMW Motorsport on the web. 
Website: www.bmw-motorsport.com 
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Twitter: www.twitter.com/bmwmotorsport 
Twitch: www.twitch.tv/bmwmotorsport 
 


