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20 YEARS OF MODERN DRIVING 
PLEASURE IN THE MINI.  

 
The MINI brand and the BMW Group's British production plants in 

Oxford and Swindon celebrate 20 years of production of the original in 

the small car premium segment for the 21st century.  
 

Munich/Oxford/Swindon. A success that has now lasted two decades: At 

the beginning of 2001, the production of MINI body parts started in 

Swindon. And a little later, on 26 April 2001, the first new MINI rolled off 

the production line in Oxford. Since then, MINI has built more than five 

million premium cars in Great Britain. At the Oxford plant alone, the MINI 

3-door, the MINI 5-door and the MINI Clubman as well as the fully-

electric MINI Cooper SE are currently being built - all together on the 

same production line. 

BMW Group Chairman of the Board of Management Oliver Zipse was in 

charge of manufacturing at the MINI plant in Oxford from 2007 to 2008.  
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On the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the start of production, he 

says: „Congratulations to everyone at MINI Plants Oxford and Swindon 

for reaching such a great manufacturing milestone. I still have very fond 

memories of my time at Oxford. It was a real pleasure to work at the home 

and heart of the MINI brand with such engaging and passionate people, 

nearly one quarter of whom have dedicated these 20-years or more to 

building our cars.” 

Currently, more than 4,500 highly qualified employees work at the MINI 

plants in Oxford and Swindon, including 130 apprentices. Together, this 

strong team ensures that around 1,000 MINI are born on the island every 

day - one every 67 seconds. 

Peter Weber, Managing Director of Plants Oxford and Swindon since 

2019, adds: „I am extremely proud of our teams at Oxford and Swindon 

and the incredible job they do. Their continued commitment and passion 

over the past 20 years has helped to strengthen MINI´s reputation around 

the world.” 

Plants Oxford and Swindon already have a very long tradition as 

production sites: Cars have been built there for 65 years (Swindon) and 

even 108 years (Oxford). For a long time this was done quietly, but in 

recent years the Oxford plant has developed into a magnet for tourists. In 

the meantime, the award-winning MINI factory tour there has delighted 

around 26,000 MINI fans.  

The Oxford plant took an energetic step into the future in 2020 when the 

MINI Cooper SE, the brand's first fully electric model, rolled off the 

production line.  And that was just the beginning: By the early 2030s, 

MINI will be the first BMW Group brand whose entire model range will 

be powered exclusively by electricity. Over the past 20 years, the Oxford 

and Swindon plants have played a decisive role in making MINI 

production more sustainable and are indispensable for the BMW Group's 

strategy to further reduce emissions. 
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The MINI brand and Great Britain manufacturing:  

 

26 April 2001 Start of MINI production at the Oxford plant. 

2002  Only 13 months after the start of production, the 

100,000th MINI already has come of the production line 

at the Oxford plant. 

2004  BMW Group announces a £40 million investment at 

Plant Swindon.  

  The MINI Convertible is presented. 

2006  The Hams Hall plant produces a new generation of 

engines and supplies Oxford for MINI production, 

creating the British MINI production triangle of three 

plants.  

The MINI Cooper S with John Cooper Works GP Kit is 

unveiled. 

2007  The MINI Plant Oxford pioneers innovative paint 

technology. The Oxford plant is the first BMW Group 

production site to use IPP (Integrated Paint Process).  

This highly innovative system brings energy savings 

and emission reductions of well over ten percent in the 

painting of bodyshells.  

2008  The new MINI Clubman is launched.  

2009  Start of the MINI E trials, supported by the British 

government. Worldwide field trial by the BMW Group to 

evaluate the technical and social aspects of living with a 

fully electric vehicle in everyday life.  
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2010  The brand's first all-wheel-drive model, the MINI 

Countryman, is launched. 

2011  Expansion of the model range to include the MINI 

Coupé. 

2012  The MINI Roadster is launched.  

2013  Premiere for the MINI Paceman. 

2014  The first MINI 5-door is launched.  

   One of the Great Britain’s largest roof-mounted solar 

farms is installed at MINI Plant Oxford. On the roof of 

the bodyshop, the solar farm has more than 11,500 

panels, covering 20,000 square metres (five football 

pitches). It generates enough electricity to power the 

equivalent of 850 households (over 3 megawatts). This 

allows Plant Oxford to reduce its carbon footprint by 

approximately 1,500 tonnes of C02 per year. 

2016 The latest generation of the MINI Convertible is 

announced. 

2017 The second generation of the MINI Countryman is 

unveiled.  

2019  The MINI plant in Oxford builds its 10,000,000th MINI. 

  Two new highlights in the model range are announced: 

the third MINI John Cooper Works GP and the brand's 

first fully electric production vehicle, the                  

MINI Cooper SE. 
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January 2020  Production of the MINI Cooper SE begins at the Oxford 

plant. The purely electric MINI is fully integrated into 

the production process. This makes it the first BMW 

Group plant to run electric vehicles on the same line as 

the models with combustion engines, enabling flexible 

production in line with global demand.  

  By the end of 2020, a total of 17 580 vehicles had been 

sold and delivered to customers around the world. 

October 2020  MINI announces future product plans and new strategy, 

focusing on electromobility, introduction of a new 

crossover model and production of models in China from 

2023 onwards.  

March 2021  MINI confirms that the brand's last model with an 

internal combustion engine will be presented in 2025. 

From the early 2030s, the brand will drive exclusively 

electrically. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fuel consumption, CO2 emission figures and power consumption were measured using the methods 
required according to Regulation VO (EC) 2007/715 as amended. They refer to vehicles on the 
automotive market in Germany. For ranges, the NEDC figures take into account differences in the 
selected wheel and tyre size, while the WLTP figures take into account the effects of any optional 
equipment. 
 
All figures are already calculated on the basis of the new WLTP test cycle. NEDC values listed have 
been calculated back to the NEDC measurement procedure where applicable. WLTP values are used as 
a basis for the definition of taxes and other vehicle-related levies that are (also) based on CO2 emissions 
and, where applicable, for the purposes of vehicle-specific subsidies. Further information on the WLTP 
and NEDC measurement procedures is also available at www.bmw.de/wltp can be found. 
 
For further details of the official fuel consumption figures and official specific CO2 emissions of new 
cars, please refer to the “Manual on the fuel consumption, CO2 emissions and power consumption of 
new cars”, available at sales outlets, from Deutsche Automobil Treuhand GmbH (DAT), Hellmuth-Hirth-
Str. 1, 73760 Ostfildern-Scharnhausen and at https://www.dat.de/co2/ 

http://www.bmw.de/wltp
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In case of queries, please contact: 

Corporate Communications 
 
Julian Kisch, Press Spokesperson Product Communication MINI 
Tel.: +49-89-382-38072 
E-mail: julian.kisch@mini.com 
 
Andreas Lampka, Head of Communication MINI 
Tel.: +49-89-382-23662 
E-mail: andreas.lampka@mini.com 
 
Jennifer Treiber-Ruckenbrod, Head of Communication MINI and BMW Motorrad 
Tel.: +49-89-382-35108 
E-mail: jennifer.ruckenbrod@bmwgroup.com 
 
 
 
 
The BMW Group 

With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the 
world’s leading premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides 
premium financial and mobility services. The BMW Group production network comprises 31 
production and assembly facilities in 15 countries; the company has a global sales network in 
more than 140 countries. 

In 2020, the BMW Group sold over 2.3 million passenger vehicles and more than 169,000 
motorcycles worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2020 was € 5.222 billion on 
revenues amounting to € 98.990 billion. As of 31 December 2020, the BMW Group had a 
workforce of 120,726 employees. 

The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible 
action. The company set the course for the future at an early stage and consistently makes 
sustainability and efficient resource management central to its strategic direction, from the 
supply chain through production to the end of the use phase of all products. 

www.bmwgroup.com  
www.press.bmwgroup.com/deutschland 
https://pressevents.bmwgroup.com/mini/login 
 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupView 
YouTube https://www.youtube.com/MINI 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup 
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/mini.news 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/bmw-group/ 
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