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Jeff Koons reveals his '‘Dream Car’ at Contemporary
Istanbul
Edition of the BMW M850i Gran Coupé

Istanbul. Internationally renowned for his colorful paintings as well as his
iconic animal balloon sculptures made of stainless steel and drawing
attention to popular culture and everyday objects, Jeff Koons, one of
today's most influential contemporary artists, visited Istanbul for the first
time as the guest of Borusan Holding and BMW T{rkiye. Koons
participated in Contemporary Istanbul with his design of the BMW M850i
xDrive Gran Coupé which was produced in 99 units worldwide.

Hakan Tiftik, Chief Executive Officer of Borusan Otomotiv, highlighted
that Borusan Holding and BMW have always supported art. Tiftik
underlined that BMW Tlirkiye, for which Borusan Otomotiv is the distributor
in Turkey, has been a partner of Contemporary Istanbul for many years and
the event is among the leading contemporary art events of the country. He
continued his words as follows: "Borusan Group, which also includes
Borusan Otomotiv, continues to be a supporter of culture and art activities
since it was established. In this context, Borusan Group also owns Borusan
Contemporary Art Collection which is one of the major contemporary art
collections of Tiirkiye. The company's current activities on art continues
under the umbrella of 'Borusan Contemporary' at Perili Késk building which
also serves as the headquarters of Borusan Holding. BMW is also among
the most important supporters of these events with its partnerships and
sponsorships in many art disciplines in various countries across the globe.
As BMW Tlrkiye, we also support significant partnerships and sponsorship
activities in Tirkiye. Last year, we supported the world-renowned Turkish
media artist Refik Anadol's personal exhibition 'Machine Memoirs: Space'
which welcomed the art-lovers in Istanbul at Pilevneli Dolapdere. This year,
a multi-disciplinary artist, Can Blyiikberber introduced his work Monolit at
Cl Bloom, which offered a unique audio-visual experience, taking
inspiration from the new BMW iX. And today, we are having the pleasure of
hosting Jeff Koons in Istanbul with his spectacular BMW M850i design.”

In the press conference at which Hakan Tiftik also participated, Jeff Koons
shared his excitement for being in Istanbul and talked about the
collaboration with BMW and the design of his BMW M850i xDrive Gran
Coupé which he describes as a "Dream Car". Koons said: "l am proud to see
myself as part of the BMW family. In the past, it was a great honor for me to
be invited to designing an Art Car for BMW. Seeing my Art Car at the 24
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Hour Race at Le Mans was a truly exciting moment. I'm very happy to have
found another opportunity to work with BMW. THE 8 X JEFF KOONS has
been a great project for me. | thought about it deeply. What is the essence
of the BMW M850i, and what is the essence of power? | had been in search
of the answers to these questions. The power of an automobile is not only
represented by its engine or engineering but also by the human being
within the car. When designing the BMW M850, | tried to create a sporty
and luxury sedan model that represents the power and energy of the
automobile. It was a great opportunity for me."

BMW is enchanted with the work of Jeff Koons: "For over 50 years the
company has been celebrating the arts and bold voices of our time through
hundreds of cultural initiatives worldwide. Being able to work closely with
Jeff Koons once again, making his ‘Dream Car’ come true has been a
source of inspiration for everyone working at the BMW headquarters and at
the Dingolfing factory in Germany. Throughout the history of the company,
no other BMW has been created which required a design as comprehensive
as of the THE 8 X JEFF KOONS. Moreover, this edition will not only be
exhibited in museums but also as unique BMW car driving on the streets.

'Dream Car' BMW M850i enchanted both the Art-Lovers and Automobile
Enthusiasts

BMW M850i xDrive Gran Coupé design described by Jeff Koons as a
'Dream Car', manufactured in a limited number of 99 world-wide,
generated great interest from contemporary art enthusiasts as well as
automobile fans. The car was painted by hand in over 200 hours per car by
alternating teams consisting of thousands of designers and engineers. Its
colors range from blue to silver and from yellow to black.

Ali Giireli and Jeff Koons Came Together at Artist Talk

Ali Gireli, Chairperson of the Board of Contemporary Istanbul, who
accompanied Jeff Koons on the fairgrounds, also invited the fair visitors to a
public talk with the artist. During the talk whereby the current status of
contemporary art in the world and in Tirkiye was assessed, they discussed
the direction of the art industry leading from the West towards the East,
digital architecture, new technologies influencing the art of Koons, art fields
of the future and Jeff Koons being inspired by Istanbul.
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About Jeff Koons

Jeff Koons was born in 1955 in York, Pennsylvania. He attended Maryland
Institute College of Art in Baltimore and the School of the Art Institute of
Chicago. Since his first solo exhibition in 1980, Koons' work has been
displayed in major galleries and institutions around the world, making the
artist a world-renowned name.

Koons is best known for his iconic Rabbit and Balloon Dog sculptures, as
well as the monumental flower sculpture Puppy (1992), displayed at
Rockefeller Center and permanently installed at the Guggenheim, Bilbao.

Jeff Koons has received numerous awards and honors in recognition of his
cultural achievements. Notably, Koons received the Governor's Awards for
the Arts "Distinguished Arts Award” from the Pennsylvania Council on the
Art; President Jacques Chirac promoted Koons to Officier de la Legion
d'Honneur; Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton honored Koons with
the State Department's Medal of the Arts for his outstanding commitment
to the Art in Embassies Program and international cultural exchange; and
Consul General Ragini Gupta presented Koons the U.S. Consulate General's
Award for Cultural Diplomacy in Florence. In 2017, Koons was made the
first Artist-in-Residence at Columbia University's Mortimer B. Zuckerman
Mind Brain Behavior Institute and, also, made an Honorary Member of
University of Oxford's Edgar Wind Society for Outstanding Contribution for
Visual Culture. Koons has been a board member of The International
Centre for Missing & Exploited Children (ICMEC) since 2002 and co-
founded the Koons Family International Law and Policy Institute with
ICMEC; for the purpose of combating global issues of child abduction and
exploitation and to protect the world's children.

For questions, please contact:

Selin Siter

Art Communication Management

Phone: +90212 3470330

Email: borusanotomotivkurumsaliletisim@artipr.com.tr
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Prof. Dr Thomas Girst

BMW Group Corporate and Governmental Affairs
Head of Cultural Engagement

Phone: +49 89 382 24753

Email: Thomas.Girst@bmwgroup.com

www.press.bmwagroup.com/global
Email: presse@bmw.de

BMW Group Cultural Engagement

State Opera for all Gerhard Richter Kochi-Muziris Biennale
BMW Art Cars Berlin Biennale Olafur Eliasson Art Basel Max Hooper Schneider

BMW Art Journey Art D'Egypte Cao Fei Esther Mahlangu
Zaha Hadid [Les Rencontres d’Arles Jeff Koons Acute Art Tate Modern Artsy
BMW Open Work by Frieze Andy Warhol BMW Guggenheim Lab Lu Yang
Samson Young Bavarian State Opera BMW Welt Jazz Award Tefaf
State Academic Bolshoi Theatre of Russia Kyotographie Premio de Pintura
Garage Museum of Contemporary Art Paris Photo Leelee Chan Art Dubai
Teatro alla Scala BMW Classics Jenny Holzer BMW Art Guide by Independent Collectors

Why Culture? Why not! Culture is knowledge, a sanctuary of beauty and depth, of meaning
and peace. An inspiring escape. Tranquil at best, even unsettling sometimes. As corporate
citizen, the BMW Group takes social responsibility seriously, as part of which it has been
involved in hundreds of cultural initiatives worldwide for over half a century, both in the arts,
music & sound, architecture as well as in design. As a long-term partner, creative freedom is
key - and as essential for groundbreaking works as it is for major innovations within a
business enterprise like ours.

Further information: www.bmwgroup.com/culture and www.bmwgroup.com/overview

Facebook: www.facebook.com/BMW-Group-Culture
Instagram: www.instagram.com/bmwgroupculture/
@bmwgroupculture

#BMWGroupCulture

#drivenbydiversity

The BMW Group

With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the world's
leading premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial
and mobility services. The BMW Group production network comprises over 30 production sites
worldwide; the company has a global sales network in more than 140 countries.

In 2021, the BMW Group sold over 2.5 million passenger vehicles and more than 194,000
motorcycles worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2021 was € 16.1 billion on
revenues amounting to € 1711.2 billion. As of 31 December 2021, the BMW Group had a workforce of
118,909 employees.
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The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible action.
The company set the course for the future at an early stage and consistently makes sustainability and
efficient resource management central to its strategic direction, from the supply chain through
production to the end of the use phase of all products.

www.bmwgroup.com

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup

Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupView
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/bmw-group/
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