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BMW Group increases sales in first half-year by 8%

Chinese market with a growth rate of 55.8% most dynamic

Munich. The BMW Group increased sales in the first six months of 2006 by 8.0% to 698,470 BMW, MINI and Rolls-Royce brand automobiles. In a comparison between regions, Europe is still by far the largest market. Here, 408,714 vehicles were delivered in the six months to June. This is an increase of 4.7% over the comparable period last year (390,242). In the American markets, the BMW Group increased its sales up to the end of June 2006 by 8.9% to 177,035 automobiles (prev.yr.: 162,627). The highest growth rate in percentage terms was once again recorded in Asia, with an increase of 21.5% to 60,825 units (prev.yr.: 50,070). 

Within Asia, the Chinese markets (the Chinese mainland, Hong Kong and Taiwan) continued to be the most dynamic. In the period under review, 21,582 automobiles were delivered to customers here (prev.yr.: 13,851), which is a growth rate of 55.8%. In the Chinese Mainland alone, sales of BMW cars increased by 78.4% to 16,833 units (prev. yr.: 9,436), among which 10,562 cars were produced in China by BMW Brilliance Automotive. The joint venture recorded a 50% increase in retail as compared to the first 6 months of 2005 (prev. yr.: 7,043).  A very strong performance for imported BMW cars to 6,271 or 162.1% growth (prev. yr.: 2,393) was supported by a substantial sales increase of the BMW 7Series and the BMW X5Series. In addition, 336 MINI cars were sold in the Chinese Mainland during the first half year, an increase of 194.7% (prev. yr.: 114). 

For the BMW brand, the number of sales for the period to the end of June rose by 11.0% to 597,120 units (prev.yr.: 538,141). The main motor driving this growth was the BMW 3 Series Saloon, the latest generation of which was launched in March last year. With 175,141 vehicles delivered, it recorded an increase of 36.9% over the previous year (127,950). For the BMW 3 Series Touring, for which the latest model has been available since September 2005, sales in the first six months of 2006 were almost twice those of the previous year, with a rise of 95.6% to 53,728 units (prev.yr.: 27,467). In total, in the period under review, 254,338 BMW 3 Series were delivered (prev.yr.: 195,694/+30.0%). This means that this model series is responsible for 43% of BMW brand sales.
The building work to expand capacity in the Oxford plant to around 240,000 units a year determined sales of the MINI brand throughout the first half year. Because of the resultant reduced production levels, worldwide MINI sales for six months to June, at 101,063 units delivered, were 6.5% below last year’s level (108,117).

Sales of the Rolls-Royce brand for the period up to and including June reached 287 Phantoms, which is the same level as last year (285/+0.7%). 

In the motorcycle segment, sales in the first half year of 2006 reached 56,103 vehicles (prev.yr.: 57,287/-2.1%).

Dr. Michael Ganal, Member of the Board of Management of BMW AG responsible for sales and marketing: “ With the development of our sales in the first six months of 2006, we are still in first place in the competition amongst suppliers of premium automobiles. We will achieve a new record for sales in 2006 as a whole and defend our position as market leader.”
BMW Group Sales up to & incl. June 2006 at a glance

	
	Up to & incl. June 06
	comp.w. prev.yr.

	BMW Group automobiles
	698,470
	+ 8.0%

	BMW
	597,120
	+ 11.0%

	MINI
	101,063
	  - 6.5%

	Rolls-Royce
	287
	  + 0.7%

	BMW motorcycles 
	56,103
	  - 2.1%


###
Journalist note: Information about the BMW Group and its products is available to journalists on-line at the BMW Group PressClub at the following address: www.press.bmwgroup.com.
Information about BMW Group products is available to consumers via the Internet at:

http://www.bmw.com
http://www.bmw-motorrad.com
http://www.mini.com
You are welcome to contact us at ：
	BMW Group Beijing Representative Office

	Mr. Qingsheng Ma

	Tel：010-84539900-816

88816816/817

	Fax：010-84539595

	Address: 23rd Floor, No.38 Xiaoyun Road, Chaoyang District Beijing, 100027

	

	BMW Brilliance Automotive Ltd.

	Ms. Lin Yang / Mr. Kuo He

	Tel：010-84557216 / 7091
88816816/817

	Fax：010-84539987

	Address: 25th Floor, No.38 Xiaoyun Road, Chaoyang District Beijing, 100027

	

	David Communication (Beijing) Group

	Ms. Jing Wang / Mei Luo

	Tel：010-65126060-175/196
88816816/817

	Fax：010-65126080

	Address: 12th Floor, Huali Building, 58 Jinbao Street Beijing, 100005
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