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Media information
Divine Culture Thrives In Prosperity

--2007 “BMW China Culture Journey” 

Successfully Reaches its Destination – Dunhuang

（June 22, 2007，Dunhuang）This evening, the 15 vehicle-fleet of the “BMW China Culture Journey”, with cultural heritage experts and reporters on board, reached its scheduled destination of Dunhuang – “Home for the Flying Goddess” – after completing a 11-day, 3500km journey. Dr. Christoph Stark, President and CEO of BMW Group Region China, and officials from the Gansu Provincial Department of Culture gathered in Dunhuang to welcome and congratulate the fleet. Later in the evening, they also attended the "BMW China Culture Journey” 2007 Donation Ceremony & Gala Night in Gansu Province. 

As an important part of BMW China and BMW Brilliance’s Social Contribution Activities, the “BMW China Culture Journey” is aimed at supporting the protection and preservation of China’s cultural heritage and calling for continued public attention to the issue. On June 12, 2007, the journey set off from Beijing, passing through Shanxi, Shaanxi and Gansu provinces and ending up at Dunhuang. Along the way, BMW gave donations to the relevant authorities for the exclusive use in the protection and preservation of material and non-material cultural heritage. Accompanying correspondents, BMW car owners and cultural heritage experts conducted an in-depth field survey and documentation on the current status of the cultural heritage and their protective situation in these provinces, which, they hope, would prepare a solid ground for further study and protective moves. 
Gansu, the last province en route, has a long history and is reputed to be one of the birthplaces of the ancient Chinese civilization. It is a connecting corridor between east China and northwest China, also a key section on the Silk Road famous ever since the Han and Tang Dynasties. Scattered across this ancient land are thousands of cultural heritage sites, including the Mo Gao Grottoes of Dunhuang, a world famous art repository of grotto frescoes and Jiayu Pass which holds the west end of the Great Wall. Gansu stretches over a vast geographical territory and has many places of great natural beauty. Its geographical features include an expansive desert, the Loess Plateau, a far-flung patch of grassland and the snow-white glaciers, which combine to produce a picture that is both stunning and imposing. 

The destination of the journey, Dunhuang, a sacred name, is the convergent point where different cultures have encountered, clashed and blended including----Chinese culture, Indian culture, Greek culture and Islamic culture. The marvelous combination of the Singing Sand Mountain and the Crescent Spring gives the mysterious Silk Road a relaxing touch. A land of such wonder and beauty is perfect for the “BMW China Culture Journey” 2007 to show due part of responsibility and deep sense of admiration for the exotic cultures that have left their footprint here. 

Dr. Christoph Stark, president and CEO of BMW Group Region China, says “Over the long stretch of history, Gansu has nurtured a culture of special character, the Hexi Culture that features those popular names such as Zhang Qian, Xuan Zang and places such as the Western Regions, Dunhuang and historical events such as the eastward spread of Buddhism. This journey would attract more public attention to Gansu’s special history and culture.” He explains that Dunhuang is a stop but not an end of the “BMW China Culture Journey”. “When we return, we’ll hold an exhibition of our achievements in the Capital Museum and post our findings on bmw.com.cn and the Capital Museum’s website as well. We will show our unremitting commitment to the protection of China’s cultural heritage by launching new rounds of culture journeys in the years to come”, he adds. 
The recipient of RMB 200,000 donation given at the “BMW China Culture Journey” Gansu stop is the Cultural Division of Gansu Province. The funds will be used exclusively for the protection and preservation of non-material cultural heritage including the spectacular Gongguzi Dance and the priceless scrolls of Hexi in Gansu. An official from the Gansu’s non-material cultural heritage protection unit says: “We appreciate what BMW’s done here and we’ll earmark the funds for the protection and preservation of the non-material cultural heritage in Gansu.” 

The “BMW China Culture Journey” 2007 has come to its completion in success. The most important is, through this kind of activity, BMW has shown it responsibility and done its due part in promoting the glories of the Chinese culture.“ As one BMW car owner on the fleet puts it, this is indeed an unforgettable journey! We are so proud of being a BMW car owner.” Another cultural heritage expert on the fleet points out that the cause of protecting our spiritual homeland with responsibility and love needs more than just one-shot effort. He believes BMW will continue its commitment with more moves.” 
Please visit www.press.bmwgroup.com for Chinese version and high definition graphics 

For more information of BMW Group, please visit: 

http://www.bmw.com.cn

http://www.minichina.com.cn

http://www.bmw-motorrad.com.cn
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