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MINI at the 78th International Geneva Motor Show 2008 

World premiere of MINI John Cooper Works and MINI John Cooper Works Clubman

The MINI brand is growing – and in the process driving excitement is reaching a new dimension. Just a few months after the market launch of the MINI Clubman, MINI is presenting two new models for their world premiere at the 78th International Geneva Motor Show under a label well-known but nevertheless fascinating time and again: Down goes the flag for the MINI John Cooper Works and the MINI John Cooper Works Clubman!

Both new models embody the tradition of MINI racing both through their name and their technical features. For within the engine bay of both models lurks the new four-cylinder power unit with its twin-scroll turbocharger and direct gasoline injection originally conceived and built for the new racing model, the MINI John Cooper Works CHALLENGE. Displacing 1.6 liters, this high-performance engine develops maximum output of 155 kW/211 hp and peak torque of 260 Newton-metres/192 lb-ft (280 NM/206 lb-ft with Overboost). 

With this kind of power and muscle, the MINI John Cooper Works and the MINI John Cooper Works Clubman set new standards in terms of performance, driving excitement, and sporting, individual style. In their character conceived for maximum performance from the start, they appeal directly to all those enthusiasts of the MINI who wish to express their passion for motor sport and always keep their eye on the ideal line also in everyday traffic. 

The MINI John Cooper Works and the MINI John Cooper Works Clubman are built at the MINI Plant Oxford in Great Britain, where these two top-flight athletes receive not only their high-performance engine, but also brakes carried over directly from the race track, exclusive 17-inch light-alloy rims, a sports exhaust, as well as other model-specific features and highlights. As an example, both the MINI John Cooper Works and the MINI John Cooper Works Clubman come as standard, together with other features, with DSC Dynamic Stability Control including DTC Dynamic Traction Control. Pressing the Sports Button in either of the two models, the driver is able to activate a gas pedal control map specially laid out for even greater agility and performance on the road. Further special features offered as standard in the cockpits of the MINI John Cooper Works and the MINI John Cooper Works Clubman are a leather sports steering wheel, a sports-look gearshift lever, and the speedometer extending all the way to 260 km/h or 160 mph. 

Introducing these new models, MINI is also re-positioning the John Cooper Works brand now firmly integrated into the overall context of the MINI brand, as is clearly expressed by both the development and marketing of these two high-performance athletes: Both the MINI John Cooper Works and the MINI John Cooper Works Clubman are available as series production models, offering customers the opportunity to personalize both of these models just like all other models in the MINI and MINI Clubman range, benefiting from the wide range of options available either as special equipment straight from the plant or as MINI accessories for subsequent fitting at the dealership. 

More than ever before, the two new models bear out the exceptionally sporting potential of the new MINI and the new MINI Clubman. And at the same time the model range as such, with its outstanding diversity, is now larger and truly greater than ever before. At the 2008 International Geneva Motor Show visitors will see from 6–16 March 2008 how perfectly MINI is able to fulfill virtually all customer wishes and requirements. Four petrol and one diesel version of the MINI, three petrol and one diesel version of the MINI Clubman, as well as three petrol versions of the MINI Convertible, plus an unusually large range of paintwork colors, interior colors, materials and trim options, and on top of all this lots of special equipment and accessories – all this makes every MINI a very personal car clearly expressing the personal style of its owner. 

Over and above this personal style and the outstanding agility so typical of all model variants, a wide range of superior virtues gives the MINI its outstanding character and ongoing success. The modern engines and numerous enhancements all around the drive units such as Brake Energy Regeneration, Auto Start Stop and the gearshift point indicator make the MINI a particularly efficient representative of the small car segment. 

Particularly the new MINI Cooper D offers truly outstanding results and qualities in this respect: Acceleration to 100 km/h comes in 9.9 seconds, 3.9 liters of diesel fuel is sufficient to cover 100 kilometers in the EU test cycle (equal to 72.4 mpg imp). 

Such unique balance of driving excitement and fuel economy is truly unprecedented in this segment, just like the emission management of the MINI Cooper D: a CO2 emission rating of 104 grams/kilometer sets unique standards, particularly in consideration of the 80 kW/110 hp maximum output developed by the four-cylinder diesel engine. 

Over and above all these unparalleled fortes, both the MINI and MINI Clubman offer quality of finish and reliability of the highest standard, together with exemplary safety confirmed also by a five-star rating in the Euro NCAP crash test for the MINI Cooper – plus, as is well known, lasting value again of the highest standard. 

Benefiting from its ongoing popularity and the wide range of new models available in 2007, MINI has once again set up a new record with sales of more than 220,000 units in just one year.

Journalist note: Information about the BMW Group and its products is available to journalists on-line at the BMW Group PressClub at the following address: www.press.bmwgroup.com
Information about BMW Group products is available to consumers via the Internet at:
http://www.bmw.com
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