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1.
BMW at the Auto China Motor Show Beijing 2006.
(Short Version)

German premium carmaker BMW is proudly presenting a world and Asian debut at Auto China 2006 in Beijing: At this most significant international motor show in China, the BMW 530Li, BMW 525Li and BMW 523Li specially developed for the Chinese market are being presented to the public at large for the first time. 

Apart from these three versions of BMW’s exclusive long-wheelbase Business Saloon, the extremely successful BMW X3 Sports Activity Vehicle (SAV) and the equally attractive, uncompromisingly sporty BMW Z4 Roadster are clearly demonstrating the wide range of products through which BMW plans to further strengthen its position in China. 

The new BMW X3 is to be admired for the first time at a motor show in Asia. Auto China 2006, where carmakers and suppliers from all over the 
world are presenting their latest products in an exhibition area of approximately 120,000 square metres from 18–27 November, is acknowledged as the leading fair for the automotive industry in China. 

One of the highlights of Auto China 2006 is the world debut of the 
long-wheelbase BMW 5 Series Saloon. The new BMW 530Li, BMW 525Li and BMW 523Li have been specially developed for the demands of 
the Chinese automobile market, combining sporting driving qualities with supreme interior comfort. 

The most conspicuous difference versus the BMW 5 Series already 
well-established in the Chinese market is the wheelbase of the car extended by 140 millimetres or 5.5´´. All of this extra length comes between the B- 
and C-pillars, meaning that it benefits the rear-seat passengers in full, offering grand touring comfort of an entirely new standard in a BMW 5 Series. 

A further outstanding strength of the long-wheelbase models is their 
unusual range of regular equipment: Stylish, sophisticated Dakota leather on the seats and door linings provides a high-class ambience inside the car. 
In addition, the BMW 530Li and BMW 525Li come with a newly developed rear console featuring an integrated entertainment system, eight-inch 
screens fitted in a console on the back of the front seats, as well as a cooling box all featured as standard. 

The new models are driven by straight-six power units ranging in output from 130 kW/177 hp to 190 kW/258 hp. 

The long-wheelbase version of the BMW 5 Series was conceived and developed at BMW’s Development Headquarters in Munich, creating a car tailored perfectly in its overall concept to the needs and requirements of 
the Chinese market and at the same time offering BMW’s unique standard of excellence. Production of the new saloons is at the Shenyang Plant in 
the north-east of China, where BMW also builds the 3 Series for the Chinese market. 

The new BMW X3 is also making its Asian debut at Auto China 2006. 
Offering a unique combination of agility and versatility, this new model 
is continuing the outstanding success of its predecessor, featuring 
powerful engines, fresh design, and a high-class interior in a truly successful 
Sports Activity Vehicle. 

Specific modifications at the front, rear and sides give the new BMW X3 even more dynamic character. The interior is upgraded by high-quality materials, flowing lines and stylish colour schemes. Additional driving dynamics on and off the road are ensured by permanent BMW xDrive all-wheel drive with variable power distribution.  

Drive power is provided by a new generation of straight-six gasoline engines displacing 3.0 and 2.5 litres, with output increased over the former engines to 200 kW/272 hp and, respectively, 160 kW/218 hp. 

The gearshift dynamics of the new automatic transmission has been significantly optimised, strongly supporting the vehicle’s sporting potential. 
In all, therefore, the new BMW X3 has everything it takes to further 
enhance its exceptional position as a premium offer in its segment. 

Yet another innovative model to be admired at Auto China 2006 is the new BMW Z4 Roadster offering all the qualities that turn an open sports 
car into a typical roadster for supreme driving pleasure. Benefiting from exceptionally powerful engines and an excellent suspension, BMW’s 
open two-seater stands out in particular through its dynamic performance. 

Now in updated design and with the latest features, the new BMW Z4 Roadster consistently continues BMW’s characteristic design language, the new 
3.0-litre straight-six in the BMW Z4 Roadster 3.0si setting new standards in terms of both refinement and motoring dynamics. Maximum output is 
195 kW/265 hp at 6,600 rpm, top engine speed is 7,000 rpm, and peak torque of 315 Newton-metres/232 lb-ft comes at just 2,750 rpm. 

The range of engines is supplemented by a 2.5-litre six-cylinder developing maximum output of 160 kW/218 hp. And last but certainly not least, 
a further highlight is that both versions come as standard with six-speed automatic transmission. 

2.
Highlights at a Glance.

•
World debut: the new BMW 530Li, BMW 525Li, and BMW 523Li.
German premium carmaker BMW has developed three new models exclusively for the Chinese market: The BMW 530Li, BMW 525Li, 
and BMW 523Li making their world debut at Auto China 2006 in Beijing offer superior sporting qualities on the road combined with supreme interior comfort in a particularly luxurious Business Saloon. The most conspicuous difference from the existing versions of the BMW 5 Series already well-established in China is the wheelbase of the car extended 
by 140 millimetres or 5.5´´. 


The new models are driven by modern straight-six power units, 
the 3.0-litre in the BMW 530Li developing maximum output of 
190 kW/258 hp. Displacing 2.5 litres in each case, the BMW 525Li develops maximum output of 160 kW/218 hp, the BMW 523Li 
offers 130 kW/177 hp. 

•
Debut in Asia: the new BMW X3.
Unique agility, modern body design, superior flexibility and a 
premium interior – these are the features which give the new BMW X3 its outstanding position in the segment of Sports Activity Vehicles (SAVs). Excellent performance on-road and virtually unlimited drive power off the beaten track are attributable to the powerful engines as well as permanent, electronically controlled BMW xDrive. The power units come from a new generation of straight-six gasoline engines displacing 3.0 and 2.5 litres and now developing 200 kW/272 hp and, respectively, 160 kW/218 hp. 
All models come as standard with six-speed automatic transmission featuring BMW Steptronic. 

•
Highly attractive: the new BMW Z4 Roadster.
The attractive BMW Z4 Roadster is making a proud appearance in the Chinese automobile market with discreet modifications in design and new straight-six power units. The new engines develop 195 kW/265 hp 
in the BMW Z4 Roadster 3.0si and, respectively, 160 kW/218 hp in the 
BMW Z4 Roadster 2.5si. 


Once again, BMW’s open two-seater combines thrilling driving dynamics with truly unmistakable design. 

3. 
BMW at the Auto China Motor Show
 
Beijing 2006.
 
(Long Version)
3.1
Dynamic Performance and Motoring 
 
Comfort in a new Dimension:
 
The BMW 530Li, BMW 525Li and 
 
BMW 523Li.

The perfect combination of driving dynamics and motoring comfort is now available in truly impressive style: Focusing exclusively on the Chinese market, German premium carmaker BMW has developed three brand-new models. The BMW 530Li, BMW 525Li and BMW 523Li offer outstanding performance combined with the supreme interior comfort of a particularly luxurious Business Saloon, extending the line-up of BMW 5 Series 
models already highly successful in China. The most conspicuous exterior feature versus the models already established in the market is the increase 
in wheelbase by 140 millimetres or 5.5´´. 

This extra space benefits in particular the passengers on the rear seats, 
where grand touring comfort in the BMW 5 Series now reaches a new level never seen before. A further enhancement is the rear console with its integrated entertainment system developed especially for the BMW 530Li 
and BMW 525Li. 

Introducing the new BMW 530Li, BMW 525Li and BMW 523Li built at the Shenyang Plant in the Province of Liaoning, German carmaker BMW is 
once again emphasising its clear orientation towards the Chinese car market with its particular demands and requirements. 

Driving dynamics typical of BMW with new style and calibre. 

The new BMW 530Li, BMW 525Li and BMW 523Li meet all expectations in terms of driving dynamics. Transmission of power to the rear axle, perfect axle load distribution, the modern aluminium suspension, and weight-optimised construction give the long versions of the BMW 5 Series a standard of agility quite exceptional in their class. 

The new models are driven by straight-six power units representing the 
state-of-the-art in BMW engine development. The 3.0-litre in the BMW 530Li develops maximum output of 190 KW/258 hp. Displacing 2.5 litres 
in each case, the BMW 525Li offers maximum output of 160 kW/218 hp, 
the BMW 523 Li develops 130 kW/177 hp. 

Developed in Munich, built in Shenyang.

The new BMW 530Li, BMW 525Li and BMW 523Li are an ongoing development of the BMW 5 Series taking the special requirements 
and demands of the Chinese car market into account. In particular, they offer an even more prestigious look on the road combined with exceptional 
comfort and space on the rear seats. And at the same time the new models come with all the key qualities of a BMW 5 Series in terms of driving 
dynamics and agility, without making the slightest compromise. 

Offering a convincing combination of these features was indeed the most important objective in the development process handled by engineers at BMW’s Headquarters in Germany: All the know-how of BMW’s specialists in body construction, chassis engineering, design, drivetrain technology, 
safety and assistance systems has gone into the new models at BMW’s Research and Development Centre in Munich. This has served to create 
cars tailored in their overall concept to the requirements of the Chinese market and at the same time maintaining all the unique standards of German 
premium carmaker BMW. 

Reflecting the philosophy that “production follows the market”, the new models are built by specialists at the Shenyang Plant benefiting from direct contact with the sales market. A further point is that Shenyang obviously applies all the processes, quality and safety standards applicable to all BMW production facilities the world over – and these standards are extremely 
strict and demanding. 

Design: sporting and elegant all in one.

Despite the significant increase in interior space, the new long-wheelbase models naturally retain their sporting and elegant look. Hence, the BMW 530Li, BMW 525Li and BMW 523Li stand out clearly and unmistakably as 
leading representatives of their brand. The increase in format ensured by the longer wheelbase up by 140 millimetres or 5.5´´ is visible only from the side, 
naturally retaining the unique, dynamic and elegant lines of the BMW 5 Series remaining just as harmonious as before in the car’s discreetly modified proportions. 

The most striking feature at the front is the large dual headlights wrapped far around into the sides of the car. A further sign of distinction characterising 
the muscular look of the BMW 5 Series is the BMW kidney grille so typical of the brand. 

Horizontal lines at the rear, in turn, give the car a powerful and broad stance 
on the road emphasising its stable and sporting qualities. And last but certainly not least, the rear light clusters likewise stretch far into the sides. 

Exclusive interior. 

The interior is likewise dominated by smooth and flowing lines, 
the instruments, displays and controls for particularly important driving functions being arranged in perfect ergonomics around the steering wheel. 

The BMW 530 Li, BMW 525Li and BMW 523Li come as standard with 
a multifunction steering wheel. High-quality Dakota leather on the seats and door linings, in turn, ensures a stylish and sophisticated ambience, 
while decorative trim in titanium dark or wood on the dashboard and centre console again highlights the sophisticated character of the car. 

A significant increase in legroom ensures exceptional driving comfort on the rear seats of the long-wheelbase BMW 5 Series. This comfort is further enhanced by the electrically operated glass sliding roof featured as standard on the new models. Further standard features are sun visors on the 
rear side windows as well as a sunblind in the rear window protecting the passengers from excessively bright sunlight. 

Muscle, efficiency, and refinement: the straight-six power units. 

The BMW 530Li, BMW 525Li and BMW 523Li all feature modern straight-six power units. Displacing 3.0 and, respectively, 2.5 litres, these engines 
stand out through superior power and performance, a high standard 
of efficiency, and superior motoring refinement. The innovative, composite magnesium/aluminium crankcase gives the new six-cylinders a further reduction of weight benefiting both overall economy and the car’s agility. 

Further outstanding features of the new power units are fully variable VALVETRONIC valve management and variable double-VANOS camshaft control. As a result of this superior technology, the new 3.0-litre offers 
an increase in output over its predecessor by no less than 12 per cent while running on 12 per cent less fuel. 

The pinnacle in the engine range is the 3.0-litre in the BMW 530Li developing maximum output of 190 kW/258 hp and peak torque of 300 Newton-metres/221 lb-ft. This enables the BMW 530Li to accelerate to 100 km/h in 7.2 seconds and reach a top speed of 250 km/h or 155 mph. 

The 2.5-litre power unit in the BMW 525Li, in turn, develops maximum output of 160 kW/218 hp and peak torque of 250 Nm or 184lb-ft, accelerating 
the car to 100 km/h in 8.7 seconds and providing a top speed of 242 km/h or 150 mph.  

Again displacing 2.5 litres, the power unit in the BMW 523Li offers maximum output of 130 kW/177 hp, with acceleration to 100 km/h in 9.6 seconds and top speed of 227 km/h or 141 mph. 

All versions of the long-wheelbase BMW 5 Series Saloon come as standard with six-speed automatic transmission. 

Modern suspension for superior agility and supreme handling.

The exceptional driving sensation in the long-wheelbase BMW 5 Series Saloon is largely attributable to the very smooth and consistent distribution of axle load. Harmonious weight distribution of almost 50 : 50 front-to-rear is crucial to the car’s driving behaviour. This balance is ensured by light engines, the weight-optimised front axle, and the all-aluminium suspension carried 
over from the BMW 7 Series Saloon, all providing an ideal match for rear-wheel drive so typical of BMW. 

The dynamic driving character of the new models is further enhanced by extremely precise hydraulic rack-and-pinion steering including Servotronic. This elaborate system controls the degree of steering assistance as a 
function of road speed, enhancing both motoring comfort and driving safety 
in the process. 

Extra-large 16-inch swing calliper brakes on all four wheels with inner-vented brake discs ensure superior stopping power and excellent resistance to 
fading. And a continuous, ongoing wear indicator provides information at all times on the current condition of the brake pads. 

DSC Dynamic Stability Control with additional innovative functions.

The new BMW 530Li, BMW 525Li and BMW 523Li are all equipped with the latest generation of DSC Dynamic Stability Control. This sophisticated 
control system recognises any instability of the car and helps to keep the car precisely on course whenever necessary by cutting back engine power or applying the brakes specifically on individual wheels. 

Further highlights of DSC are the ABS anti-lock brake system, 
CBC Cornering Brake Control, and DBC Dynamic Brake Control automatically maximising brake power when quickly pressing down the brake pedal. 

ASC Automatic Stability Control serves to optimise traction whenever required, while DTC Dynamic Traction Control raises the DSC response thresholds, making it easier to set off on loose ground and even 
allowing the driver to choose a slight drift in bends whenever he prefers 
a more dynamic style of motoring.  

Other new DSC features include enhanced Brake Standby: As soon as DSC anticipates upcoming application of the brakes, for example with the 
driver quickly taking his foot off the gas pedal, the brake system is pre-loaded by placing the brake pads in position for immediate operation. 
Safety in the wet, finally, is enhanced by the additional Drive Braking function. 

The body: more space, extra safety, intelligent lightweight engineering.

The new models offer a significant increase in space and comfort at the 
rear. To achieve this improvement, the body of the long-wheelbase version is extended by an impressive 140 millimetres or 5.5´´ between the B- and 
C-pillars. At the same time the overall construction of the body has been carefully harmonised to the new length of the car, ensuring that the 
new proportions do not in any way detract from the car’s sporting look and impression. Indeed, BMW’s four-door 5 Series makes an excellent 
appearance in its new long-wheelbase version not only as a Business Saloon. So that through its dynamic qualities alone, this athletic performance saloon remains the epitome of Sheer Driving Pleasure.

“Intelligent lightweight construction” is the formula for enhanced dynamism and agility on even less fuel. “Intelligent” does not mean reducing weight 
at any price, but rather using a minimum of the best and most suitable material to achieve a maximum in terms of vehicle weight, driving comfort, and motoring safety. So that the trendsetting concept of the BMW 5 Series’ body construction is the innovative mix of materials.  

To maintain BMW’s uncompromising standard of exemplary passive safety, 
all models in the 5 Series come with high-strength and load-resistant carrier structures. The extremely stiff passenger cell, in turn, maintains the survival area crucial to the passengers even in a severe accident. The driver and front passenger are each protected by a side airbag in the door and a frontal 
airbag operating in two stages, meaning that the frontal airbags inflate to a varying degree depending on the severity of an accident.

The Advanced Head Protection System offers special head airbags rounding off the exemplary safety protecting the occupants. Extending from the 
A- all the way to the C-pillars, these head airbags cover the entire side of the interior, reliably protecting the head area for occupants both front and rear. 
And to ensure an optimum effect by the restraint systems, all seats feature belt latch tensioners and belt force limiters. 

Innovative assistance systems.

The BMW iDrive control concept sets the standard these days in automotive ergonomics, featuring a Control Display and the Controller in the centre console. The main menu on the Control Display comprises the four primary function areas Communication, Climate Control, Entertainment, and Navigation, as well as On-Board Information. These individual menu areas are activated by pushing or pulling the Controller in the appropriate direction. 

A voice entry system is yet another innovative feature now offered in the iDrive control concept of the BMW 530Li: In conjunction with BMW navigation system Professional, the driver is able in this case to call up all essential iDrive comfort functions by a verbal command. Inter alia, these functions responding to the driver’s voice are the Telephone, Telephone Directory, Address Database, Notebook, Radio, CD/DVD Player, Automatic Air Conditioning and the navigation system. 

The BMW 530Li also boasts a satellite navigation system: Taking the 
data received, this function is able, in conjunction with the Global Positioning System (GPS), to exactly pinpoint the current location of the car. A further benefit is that the road map data used by navigation system Professional is digitalised and saved on a DVD.

Adaptive Headlights for optimum illumination of the road ahead. 

BMW Adaptive Headlights with dynamic headlight range control and a headlight cleaning system allow even more comfortable and safe 
motoring in the dark. The xenon headlights featured on the car in this case move horizontally as required, exactly following the road ahead. 

Equipment: versatile and exclusive. 

Offering high-class materials and a wide range of new functions, 
the passenger compartment in the new BMW 530Li, BMW 525Li and 
BMW 523Li ensures a supreme standard of sophisticated comfort 
reflecting the modern demands made of an exclusive premium car in both the world of business and in private life. Particularly the new rear console with its integrated entertainment system emphasises the stylish feeling of prestigious motoring at the rear in the BMW 530Li and BMW 525Li, enhancing passenger comfort to an even higher level of perfection.

The seats are finished in sophisticated Dakota leather. The front seats come as standard with electrical adjustment and boast an integrated memory function, with electric seat heating coming as yet another important feature in the BMW 530Li and BMW 525Li. And last but certainly not least, rear seat heating is also standard in the BMW 530Li and BMW 525Li for even greater comfort at all times. 

High-class interior lights concept and highly effective climate control.

The sophisticated interior lights concept provides an atmosphere of tranquillity and sheer bliss at all times, the driver’s cockpit ensuring anti-dazzle control and operation both day and night. 

All three models come in addition with individual reading lights on all seats, 
the rear-seat illumination system incorporating pivoted reading lights and ambient illumination of the footwells. The doors, finally, are equipped with exit lights at the bottom for additional safety when entering and getting out of 
the Saloon.

Automatic air conditioning featured as standard in the BMW 530Li, 
BMW 525Li and BMW 523Li ensures a high level of all-round, individually controllable comfort, not only regulating the temperature level, 
but also protecting the occupants’ respiratory tract and mucous membranes. An external sensor masterminds the evaporator temperature to prevent moisture from being withdrawn from the air when the interior cools down. Accordingly, automatic air conditioning in the BMW 530Li, BMW 525Li 
and BMW 523Li sets off this undesired side-effect by extending the cooling range to 10 °Celsius, thus providing a consistently healthy climate within 
the car at all times.  

Unique comfort at the rear.

The most striking feature within the new BMW 530Li and BMW 525Li is the rear console with its integrated entertainment system and an air vent for individual fresh air control. Apart from the BMW radio Professional, a CD player is also integrated as standard in the rear console. 

Motoring comfort at the rear is enhanced in the BMW 530Li and BMW 525Li by a DVD player. A further feature in these models is the eight-inch screens integrated in a console in the back of the front seats, while the passenger sitting on the right-hand rear seat is even able to enjoy a folding table coming out of the seat in front. 

The BMW 530Li is equipped moreover with a TV set.

Last but certainly not least, the position of the front passenger’s seat may also be controlled from the right-hand seat at the rear by an additional switch 
at the back of the seat. This serves to further increase legroom at the rear and optimise the use and control of the table folding out of the front seat. 

3.2
Fresh Power for the Achiever:
The new BMW X3.

Offering a unique combination of agility and versatility, the new BMW X3 is dynamically continuing the successful story of its predecessor. Powerful engines, fresh design and a sophisticated interior make BMW’s Sports Activity Vehicle (SAV) well-known and much-appreciated for its outstanding agility 
an even more attractive and desirable model for the discerning enthusiast. 

Being presented to the public in Asia for the first time at Auto China 2006, 
the new BMW X3 comes with six-cylinder gasoline engines complete with 
a magnesium/aluminium crankcase for impressive dynamics and performance. And through their significantly enhanced gearshift dynamics, the new automatic transmissions also upgrade the sporting potential of BMW’s unique SAV. 

New design brings out the character of the new BMW X3 even more clearly at very first sight, appropriate modifications at the front, rear and sides giving 
the car an even more dynamic look. Inside, on the other hand, the new BMW X3 is characterised by particularly sophisticated materials, flowing lines, 
and stylish colour schemes. 

Additional driving dynamics on country roads, in city traffic and off the beaten track are ensured by BMW’s permanent xDrive all-wheel-drive system with variable power distribution, converting the muscle of the new power units into superior traction and performance. In this process the optimised computer structure of BMW’s Integrated Chassis Management (ICM) ensures even more effective and faster interaction of xDrive with the additional functions now offered by DSC Dynamic Stability Control and engine management. 
As a result, the new BMW X3 has everything it takes to further enhance its outstanding position as a premium offer in its segment. 

The new BMW X3 features BMW’s latest generation of straight-six gasoline engines displacing 3.0 and, respectively, 2.5 litres. Boasting a composite magnesium/aluminium crankcase, VALVETRONIC and bi-VANOS, these power units develop maximum output of 200 kW/272 hp (+ 30 kW/41 hp over the previous engine) and, respectively, 160 kW/218 hp (+ 19 kW/26 hp).

Powerful design to emphasise powerful performance.

The innovations and new features at the front and rear of the BMW X3 are both stylish and striking all in one: Both front and rear, the bumper 
units are clearly split into two levels and finished largely in body colour, again 

emphasising the sophisticated, sporting and elegant look of the new BMW X3. Only the particularly exposed protection elements are made of a special, robust synthetic material finished in black. 

Seen from the side, the discreet wedge shape of the BMW X3 is further enhanced by the lower character line with its contours taken up in the lower side area both front and rear to create an even more impressive feeling of stretched and sleek dynamism at the side. 

A particular feature of all BMW X-models is their so-called “six-eye face” 
clearly borne out on the new BMW X3 by new dual round headlights with their light sources and reflectors behind clear glass. 

Yet a further feature is the foglamps arranged in one line extending diagonally to the outside from the main headlights to the wheels. This particular configuration enhances the impression of a vehicle resting powerfully on the road, in the same way as the painted front air dam beneath the outer 
bumper unit. Through its larger dimensions and grid inserts varying in colour depending on the model involved, the BMW kidney grille, finally, stands 
out in a particularly impressive look. 

New rear light clusters with clear glass lenses on top of LED-powered horizontal light rods provide a striking look at night and give the new BMW X3 a clear sign of distinction also during the day.  

High-quality materials and refined design within the interior. 

The soft, almost gentle configuration of shapes and transitions within the individual interior sections continues these harmonious lines also in 
the passenger compartment of the new BMW X3. Here, straightforward and meaningful function is combined with refined style and design, the 
high standard of quality applied in choosing and processing all materials being demonstrated visibly and tangibly by each and every detail. Indeed, style 
and class of this high calibre reflects the demands of a modern generation of motorists who use their vehicles for all kinds of purposes and wish to enjoy 
a refined ambience at all times. 

New six-cylinder power units: more power, less weight.

BMW’s extra-light, fast-revving and efficient straight-six engine concept is available in the new BMW X3 in two different sizes and levels of performance. Both engines share a composite magnesium/aluminium crankcase, 
variable VALVETRONIC valve management, and a coolant pump operating on demand. And weighing just 165 kg or 364 lb, the new power units 
contribute to the virtually perfect distribution of axle load and, accordingly, 
to the outstanding agility and driving dynamics of the BMW X3.  

The new BMW X3 3.0si proudly boasts a 3.0-litre six-cylinder developing maximum output of 200 kW/272 hp and peak torque of 315 Newton-metres/232 lb-ft. Benefiting from this kind of power, the BMW X3 3.0si with six-speed automatic transmission accelerates to 100 km/h in just 7.5 seconds and has a top speed of 210 km/h or 130 mph – or an even more impressive 228 km/h or 141 mph with V-rated tyres available as an option from the factory. Returning average fuel consumption in the EU cycle of just 10.3 litres/100 km (equal to 22.8 mpg US), finally, the BMW X3 3.0si offers a standard of economy quite exceptional in this class. 

The 2.5-litre six-cylinder develops maximum output of 160 kW/218 hp and peak torque of 250 Nm/184 lb-ft, accelerating the new BMW X3 2.5si with its six-speed automatic transmission to 100 km/h in 8.9 seconds and providing 
a top speed of 210 km/h or 130 mph (220 km/h or 136 mph on models fitted with V-rated tyres). Again, this outstanding performance comes on average fuel consumption in the EU cycle of only 10.1 litres/100 kilometres equal to 23.2 mpg US.

New automatic transmission for superior dynamics, 
efficiency and comfort. 

All versions of the new BMW X3 come as standard with six-speed automatic transmission featuring BMW Steptronic. And it almost goes without 
saying that this new transmission chooses and changes gears ultra-fast, 
ultra-precisely, and ultra-efficiently. 

New converter technology complete with an integrated torsion damper and particularly efficient software gives the new transmission much faster reaction and gearshift times compared with conventional units. Indeed, through its exceptional gearshift dynamics and unusually direct connection to the engine, the new six-speed automatic transmission impressively raises the sporting 
and active experience of driving the new BMW X3 to an even higher 
level. And at the same time it enhances the joy of comfortable, relaxed and fuel-efficient cruising at low engine speeds.  

Permanent all-wheel drive the intelligent way: BMW xDrive.

The new BMW X3 owes its all-round potential largely to BMW’s permanent, intelligent xDrive all-wheel-drive system providing through its exceptionally 
fast and precise response for fully variable distribution of power between the front and rear axles. Through a transfer box complete with an electronically controlled multiple-plate coupling, BMW xDrive feeds engine power precisely to where it is needed and can be applied most effectively at all times. 
This ensures not only maximum traction on difficult terrain, but also superior driving dynamics with the system counteracting any trend to over- 
or understeer at an early point in time. A crosswise locking function, finally, 
is provided by the brakes intervening on the wheel or wheels spinning. 

Power distribution 40 : 60 under normal driving conditions.

Under normal driving conditions power is distributed in a 40 : 60 split between the front and rear wheels. Should surface conditions or the driving 
situation change in any way, xDrive will respond immediately by adjusting the distribution of power accordingly. With the frictional coefficient varying to 
an extreme degree between the front and rear wheels, for example, nearly all the drive power may be conveyed to one axle. 

Any risk of the vehicle oversteering in a fast bend is counteracted just as quickly, with xDrive closing the multiple-plate clutch to a firmer position 
in order to feed more power to the front wheels and optimise driving stability accordingly. 

Upgraded to an even higher standard: Integrated Chassis Management.

To ensure the right response in every situation, BMW’s xDrive four-wheel-
drive system, DSC Dynamic Stability Control and engine management are all networked with one another by Integrated Chassis Management. In this way the sensors otherwise used for suspension management also feed xDrive with the data required for determining current driving conditions, enabling xDrive 
to operate pro-actively in stabilising the vehicle. 

The new control structure boasted by BMW’s Integrated Chassis Management ensures an even faster and more precise balance of xDrive and DSC. While the vehicle’s steering behaviour used to be determined by 
engine and brake management almost independently of the management of longitudinal forces, these three control functions now operate in parallel. Management of longitudinal forces therefore masterminds the distribution of drive power between the front and rear axles, while at the same time 
brake management is able to intervene individually in the brakes in the interest of enhanced traction and driving dynamics. And if necessary, engine management is able to either reduce or increase the level of drive power. 

DSC Dynamic Stability Control with additional functions.

The new BMW X3 features Dynamic Stability Control enhanced by the addition of further functions. As a result, BMW’s new DSC not only ensures superior driving stability and traction, but also optimises the effect of the 
brake system, compensating for any decrease in brake power at extremely high brake temperatures by increasing brake pressure accordingly. 
And building up moderate brake pressure at an early point in time, brake standby is increased in situations expected to require spontaneous 
application of the brakes and maximum stopping power. 

Regular Dry Braking activated automatically upon operation of the windscreen wipers optimises brake power in the wet, while DBC Dynamic Brake Control automatically maximises brake pressure whenever there is a need for optimum deceleration. And last but not least, the Start-Off Assistant makes it easier to set off on an uphill gradient. 

DSC Dynamic Stability Control also comprises the ABS anti-lock brakes, ASC Automatic Stability Control, HDC Hill Descent Control, Trailer Stability 
Control, as well as CBC Cornering Brake Control preventing the vehicle from oversteering when the driver applies the brakes lightly in a bend.

DTC featured for the first time in a BMW X-model.

The superior driving dynamics of the new BMW X3 are further enhanced by DTC Dynamic Traction Control likewise featured within the new DSC philosophy. The DTC mode raises the response thresholds for intervention by the engine and the brakes, enabling the driver of a BMW X3 to set off smoothly on, say, loose snow with the drive wheels intentionally being allowed to spin slightly. 

DTC also promotes a sporting and active style of motoring by allowing 
higher lateral acceleration all the way to a slight, controlled drift in bends. 
As usual with BMW, finally, DSC may be fully deactivated by the driver 
on request, retaining only its lateral locking function with the brakes intervening on a wheel possibly spinning. 

The new BMW X3 comes as standard with 17-inch light-alloy wheels. 
The Tyre Defect Indicator also featured as standard, in turn, informs the driver in good time of a possible loss of pressure. 

Generous and safe: the bodyshell of the new BMW X3.

Through its stiff and sturdy body structure as well as a complete range of restraint and safety systems masterminded by the central electronic control unit, the new BMW X3 offers the very best in passive safety. Extra-strong longitudinal members and cross-arms as well as deformation elements bolted on to the vehicle ensure controlled diversion and absorption of impact 
energy in a head-on collision. The consequences of a collision from the side, in turn, are minimised inter alia by diagonal door reinforcements made 
of high-strength steel profiles resting firmly on the side frame via hooks in the event of deformation and thus additionally diverting impact energy away from the passenger area. As a result, the passenger cell remains largely undamaged even in a severe collision. 

Within the passenger compartment frontal and side airbags as well as curtain head airbags at the side all come as standard. The latter inflate out of the covers on the A-pillars and roof lining, protecting the occupants both front and rear from possible injury. 

The new BMW X3 is 4,569 millimetres (179.9´´  ) long, 1,853 millimetres 
(73.0´´  ) wide, and 1,674 millimetres (65.9´´  ) high, dimensions giving BMW’s five-door SAV an ideal body in many respects. As the more compact 
member of BMW’s SAV model range, the new X3 offers supreme agility and handling, while its generous and flexible interior provides all the options needed for versatile use. 

Loading volume of no less than 480 litres or 16.8 cubic feet is available below the luggage compartment cover, the large tailgate opening up to a high 
angle and the low loading sill facilitating the process of loading and unloading even bulky objects. And after tilting down the asymmetrically split rear seats, the driver and his passengers enjoy maximum storage capacity of no less than 1,560 litres (54.6 cubic feet).

Continuing a unique story of success. 

The new BMW X3 is the consistent continuation of a concept which has truly hit the headlines in all international car markets. As a particularly agile 
Sports Activity Vehicle, the BMW X3 combines dynamic driving characteristics on the road with all the traction benefits offered by BMW’s intelligent 
xDrive technology suited ideally for all kinds of adventures off the beaten track. 

The BMW X3 has already proved to be an outstanding achiever in the international automobile market. Indeed, it is now one of the most popular 
all-wheel-drive models in numerous countries, accounting for more than 260,000 deliveries to customers within just 21∕2 years. 

Now the new BMW X3 offers everything it takes to continue this outstanding story of success. The new power units allow a level of performance far beyond the usual standard in this segment. And through its unique dynamism, 
fresh design and carefully modified interior, the new BMW X3 appeals above all to the motorist living a mobile, active and spontaneous life and expecting 
an appropriate vehicle with the same agility and versatility. For this is the only kind of vehicle able to offer an appropriate driving experience together with 
all the quality and flair of a premium automobile. 

3.3
The Thrill of Open-Air Motoring:
The new BMW Z4 Roadster.

The BMW Z4 Roadster thrills the aficionado of the sports car and sporting motoring time and again. And this is indeed for obvious reasons, since the BMW Z4 Roadster offers all the features and qualities turning an open sports car into a typical roadster in the genuine sense of the word. The car’s 
thrilling performance results above all from the high-power engines and the excellent suspension, a further important factor being the modern design 
of the BMW Z4 Roadster, making this outstanding model quite unique, exciting and desirable. 

At Auto China 2006 in Beijing, BMW is presenting this highly successful open-air sports car with new engines and a discreetly modified look bound to thrill the public in China. 

New highlights in design.
In its design, the updated BMW Z4 Roadster consistently continues the characteristic design language of this thoroughbred two-seater: 
The BMW Z4 Roadster comes with moderate design updates including a modified front end with its lines integrating the modified kidney grille 
now oriented even more distinctly to the road. The shoulder-line of 
BMW’s Roadster now continues all the way into the front air dam, with the white direction indicators integrated directly in the headlight units. 

BMW’s designers and engineers have also developed new foglamps and characteristic reflectors appropriately integrated in the wider air intakes. 

Thanks to new rear light clusters with integrated light conductors and more horizontal orientation of the car’s lines, the modifications at the rear provide a wider, lower and more powerful impression. The rear air dam comes 
complete with a second spoiler lip, the exhaust tailpipes are now even more voluminous. The interior, in turn, boasting even more sophisticated 
materials and additional colours, offers a truly stylish look without forfeiting 
its sporting and purist character. 

New six-cylinder power units for the BMW Z4 Roadster.

The new 3.0-litre straight-six in the BMW Z4 Roadster 3.0si sets the benchmark in its class to an entirely new level in terms of both refinement and dynamic performance. Added to this there is high output per litre, a very 
good power-to-weight ratio, and particularly low specific fuel consumption. 

BMW’s new generation of six-cylinder power units comes with a composite magnesium/aluminium crankcase, variable VALVETRONIC valve control and a coolant pump operating on demand. Through their exceptionally low weight and extra power, these engines contribute in two respects to the car’s excellent distribution of axle load, thus also enhancing the outstanding agility of BMW’s open two-seater. 

Maximum output of the new 3.0-litre is 195 kW/265 hp at 6,600 rpm, top engine speed is 7,000 rpm. Peak torque of 315 Newton-metres or 232 lb-ft, 
in turn, comes at just 2,750 rpm. And like all other engines in the 
BMW Z4 Roadster, this outstanding power unit again significantly outperforms the strict EU4 emission standard. 

Substantial power and low weight obviously mean supreme performance and efficiency on the road: The BMW Z4 Roadster 3.0si accelerates to 100 km/h in 6.0 seconds and its top speed is limited electronically to 250 km/h or 
155 mph. Fuel consumption in the EU test cycle, in turn, is just 9.0 litres premium plus/100 kilometres, equal to 26.1 mpg US.

BMW’s new straight-six power unit with its composite magnesium/aluminium crankcase also comes in a second size category in the new BMW Z4 Roadster: This is the 2.5-litre engine featured in the BMW Z4 Roadster 2.5si developing 160/218 hp as one of the most powerful engines in its segment. Maximum torque of 250 Newton-metres or 184 lb-ft is maintained consistently between 2,750 and 4,250 rpm, enabling the BMW Z4 Roadster 2.5si to accelerate 
to 100 km/h in a mere 6.9 seconds. Top speed is 238 km/h or 148 mph, and average fuel consumption is just 9.0 litres premium plus/100 kilometres or 26.1 mpg US.

All variants of the new BMW Z4 Roadster come as standard with six-speed automatic transmission. 

Best marks: four stars in the Euro-NCAP crash test.

The bodyshell of the BMW Z4 Roadster offers an ideal combination of lightweight technology and stiffness: Achieving static torsional stiffness of 14,500 Nm/degree, this is the stiffest car body in this segment of open-air sports cars and roadsters. 

Apart from thrilling performance in bends, this also means excellent results in the demanding Euro-NCAP crash tests, an open two-seater achieving 
four of five possible stars under the Euro-NCAP standard being everything but “normal”. Indeed, in the 2004 Euro-NCAP test, the BMW Z4 Roadster achieved the best frontal and side-on crash results ever measured for a roadster, thus winning the Euro-NCAP Best in Class Award. 

This exemplary occupant safety is ensured not only by the stable body structure, but also by no less than four frontal and side airbags masterminded together with the belt latch tensioners by the Advanced Safety Electronics System (ASE). The BMW Z4 Roadster therefore protects the driver and passenger better than all other cars in this class tested so far. Indeed, the loads acting on the occupants are even lower than in most cars with a fixed roof. 

Agile suspension for maximum driving pleasure in bends.

The chassis and suspension of the BMW Z4 Roadster with its electro​mechanical power steering is tailored perfectly to the needs of sporting and ambitious motoring. And should the driver ever reach the laws to driving physics in enjoying his sheer driving pleasure, reliable control systems ensure a supreme standard of active safety. 

BMW’s new DSC Dynamic Stability Control sets new standards in chassis control technology. Introducing new additional functions such as Start-Off Assistance, Fading Compensation, Dry Braking and enhanced Brake Standby by automatically pre-loading the brake pads, the new DSC system helps significantly in handling difficult driving situations more easily than ever before. Thanks to integrated DTC Dynamic Traction Control on all versions of the BMW Z4 Roadster, the driver is able simply by the touch of a button to improve traction and the car’s pulling force on surfaces with a low frictional coefficient such as snow. He is also able in this way to adjust the driving behaviour of the BMW Z4 Roadster to an even higher level of driving dynamics, thus capitalising even more on the car’s sporting character, with DTC allowing more slip on the rear wheels in specific situations. 

Facing worldwide competition, all versions of the BMW Z4 Roadster are among the most agile and active two-seaters in the world. And for an even more sporting style of motoring, the true enthusiast can opt for a 
sports suspension lowering the entire car by 15 millimetres or almost 0.6´´. 

High-performance brake system. 

Yet another innovation is the 17-inch brake system at the front on the 
BMW Z4 Roadster 3.0si offering extreme stopping power, fading-free brake qualities at all times, and optimum long-term reliability. The runflat 
tyres featured as standard have been developed especially for the sporting character of the BMW Z4 Roadster, offering particularly comfortable 
spring action and suspension without affecting the agility of the car. 

Bi-xenon headlights for optimum visibility. 

The BMW Z4 Roadster comes as standard with bi-xenon headlights, two light conductor rings serving as positioning lights. As a result, this specific feature so typical of the BMW brand is now making its entry also in the Roadster series. 

