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BMW Art Car - the Treasure of Contemporary Art - and Chinese Artists Jointly Presenting the Conception of “Aesthetics of the Acceleration”
(Beijing, January 6, 2007) Today, the world-famous BMW Art Cars for the first time come to Beijing in the exhibition for art and auto enthusiasts. The exhibition will last from January 7 to 22 in the Long March Space, which is located in the heart of Beijing’s dynamic contemporary art scene, Factory 798. Four original BMW Art Cars will be displayed together with five fantastic works created by renowned Chinese contemporary artists with the conception of “Aesthetics of the Acceleration”.

Automobile, as one of the most significant inventions by the human beings, has close relations with the art by nature. On the one hand, the automobile shows the art of engineering design. On the other hand, the automobile is correlated with conceptions such as mobility, speed, relaxation and sense of freedom, while art, painting and sculpture manifest the same impression in the progress of the civilization in the way of art. However, it is in the 1970s when artists such as Alexander Calder, Roy Lichtenstein and Andy Warhol engaged into design work of the BMW Art Cars that the automobile becomes the unique object of art creation.

It is a great challenge for artists to do creative work on such high-tech product like automobile cars. These arts on wheels are precious art pieces created by most famous artists from the world in the past 30 years. This exhibition is part of BMW Art Car World Tour. It  marks the first time the world renowned arts on wheels - BMW Art Car being exhibited in Beijing. The BMW Art Cars on exhibition include:
The first BMW Art Car was created by Alexander Calder in 1975 when the French auctioneers and racecar driver Herve Poulain took up his starting position for the 24-hour Le Mans race for the first time. Poulain had sought a link between his involvement in the art and racing worlds. He hit upon an idea of asking an artist to alter the appearance of his BMW 3.0CSL. His initiative was readily welcomed by BMW, and his friend and artist Alexander Calder was commissioned to design the mobile artwork. 

The exhibition also includes a BMW535i designed by the Japanese artist Matazo Koyama in 1990, a BMW 850Csi finished by the English artist David Hockney in 1995, and the BMW V12 LMR completed by the American artist Jenny Holzer in 1999, the final work of the BMW Art Car collection that consists of 15 art cars to date. 
To reflect the theme of “Art in Motion”and express its recognition and attention of Chinese Contemporary Art, with the support from Long march Space, BMW invited five famous Chinese contemporary artists to create five unique works with the concept of “ Aesthetics of the Acceleration”. As mobile art works integrating technology and art, the BMW Art Cars provide the perfect experience of speed transmission and aesthetics feeling of mobility while the five works of Chinese contemporary artists express the changes of speed and time.  

The five works of contemporary Chinese artists include “Compound Eye” Multi-media installation by Feng Jiangzhou, , “15 Reasons for Fashion – Violence” sculpture Installation by He An, “Robo-Man” Installation/Performance by Liu Wei, “Myth of Capitalism” video Installation by Wang Gongxin, “All of a Sudden, Thing will Never be the Same” video Installation by Zhang Hui. 

The BMW Art Car collection consists of 15 BMW Art Cars to date.  Besides works of the artists mentioned above, it also includes works from Roy Lichtenstein, Andy Warhol and other masters. Reflecting the cultural-historical development of the integration of art, design and technology, the Art Cars have been exhibited at various museums worldwide, including the Louvre in Paris, the Royal Academy in London, the Whitney Museum of Modern Art in New York, and the Powerhouse Museum in Sydney.  

The BMW Group is the most successful premium car manufacturers in the world. With the exclusive aesthetic design, outstanding engineering and craftsmanship, each BMW car is endowed with an aesthetic feeling of art instead of being a simple transportation vehicle. The BMW Art Cars are the vivid demonstration of the concept.

The Long March Space is located in the heart of Beijing’s dynamic contemporary art scene, Factory 798.  Composed of over 1600 square meters of exhibition space, multi-functional space, and an artist in residency space, the Long March Space is a platform for the practice and realization of a visual economy.  The international artist residency program provides local and international artists, curators, and critics with a space to live and work for an extended period.  With a primary focus on curating and exhibition functioning as a moving platform both locally and internationally, the Long March Space expresses the influence of contemporary art on social development.  

Details of the exhibition:

Exhibition duration: 
January 7 – 22, 2007

Exhibition venue: 
Long March Space No. 4
Jiuxianqiao Road, Factory 798, Beijing

Open hours: 

11:00-19:00 (from Tuesday to Sunday) 
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