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Press Release

April 17, 2007
BMW Asian Open 2007 kicks off with the cream of European and Asian Talent at the new Fairway Club at Tomson Shanghai Pudong Golf Club
[Shanghai]:

The opening festivities of the BMW Asian Open 2007 kicked off this afternoon with the top talents from Europe, Asia and South Africa gathered at the new Fairway Club located at the finishing hole at Tomson Shanghai Pudong Golf Club.

Joining 2-time US Open champion Retief Goosen, 2006 European Player of the Year Paul Casey, 8-time European Tour Order of Merit winner Colin Montgomerie and defending champion Gonzalo Fernandez-Castaño at the new Fairway Club situated at the 18th hole - were China’s most celebrated golfer Zhang Lian-Wei and current Chinese number one Liang Wen-Chong.
After an exciting ceremony to unveil the new BMW X5, the six players joined 2004 BMW Asian Open winner Miguel Angel Jiménez and Denmark’s number one Thomas Björn in a special 9-hole Pro-Am for media and guests.
Speaking at the opening press conference for the BMW Asian Open 2007, Dr. Christoph Stark, President and CEO, BMW Group Region China said: “BMW has increased the total prize money to 2.3 Million US-Dollars reinforcing the tournament’s status as one of the biggest in Asia. 
He added: “In view of the record spectator turnout last year, we have made some significant course changes and improvements for this year’s tournament including a new finishing hole complete with a spectator grandstand and the Fairway Club. This is consistent with our objective of ensuring that the BMW Asian Open is one of the most exciting yet accessible tournaments in China. With a world-class field, including the likes of John Daly and Ernie Els here this week, we expect some spectacular action down the home stretch.”

Retief Goosen and Paul Casey, currently ranked number two and three of the European Tour Order of Merit, meantime, are looking forward to playing in front of the local spectators.

“This is going to be my first time playing in the BMW Asian Open in Shanghai and I’m really looking forward to meeting the fans,” said Goosen, who finished joint second with Tiger Woods at the recent US Masters. “I’ve played in China quite a few times in the last few years and I think I’ve got a nice fan base here. I really enjoying play here as there’s always a lot of people giving me their support.”

Added Casey, the 2006 European Tour Player of the Year, who has played in the last two BMW Asian Opens: “There’s a lot of interest in China right now in golf. It’s a very popular sport and they have become more and more educated as well. I think this year 2007 will be the biggest year and the galleries will be bigger than last year.”
No Asian player has won the BMW Asian Open in the previous five editions, but that could change this year.  
Chinese talents had already proven themselves capable of winning European Tour events. In 2003, Zhang Lian-Wei beat then-world number 2 Ernie Els to become the first Chinese golfer to win a European Tour title at the Singapore Masters. This year, Liang Wen-Chong, currently second on the Asian Tour Order of Merit, claimed his first maiden international win at the Singapore Masters and he was Asia’s top finisher at top events like the 2006 Singapore Open and 2007 Qatar Masters.
Defending champion Gonzalo Fernandez-Castaño who defeated current European Tour leader Henrik Stenson in a play-off last year, meantime, was modest of his chances.

“It’s going to be fun defending my title, even though it’s not going to be easy,” said the Spaniard. “I have great memories of last year’s BMW Asian Open and I would love to be paired with Ernie Els or the other big names. I still have much to learn from them, but it would be even better if I can beat them.”
With the BMW Asian Open purse increased to US$2.3 million this year, the BMW Asian Open 2007 has attracted top talents from the European Tour, including Danish ace Thomas Bjorn who has nine European Tour titles including 2 BMW International Open victories, Spanish star Miguel Angel Jiménez who has 13 European Tour wins and English star Paul Casey who won in Abu Dhabi in January for his eighth European Tour title.
The Asian Tour stars confirmed include former Asian Order of Merit winners Thongchai Jaidee and Thaworn Wiratchant of Thailand, Indian ace Shiv Kapur, Philippines legend Frankie Minoza and rising South African star Anton Haig, the current leader on the UBS Asian Tour Order of Merit.
Besides the record prize money of US$2.3million, a brand new BMW X5, which will be introduced to the Chinese market later in the week, awaits the first person who scores a hole-in-one at the 216-yard Hole 14.
More fun is expected tomorrow when the BMW Asian Open Pro-Am tees off with a strong turn out of celebrities and local dignitaries.  Among the celebrities scheduled to appear are Hong-Kong based actor-director Michael Wong. In addition, there will also be a spectacular preview show from trick golfer Noel Hunt, known as the ‘Jack Nicklaus of Trick Golfers’ and a demonstration of the BMW X3 ramp.

The star-studded BMW Asian Open 2007 tees off Thursday morning, April 19.
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