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The new MINI Cooper was officially launched in Beijing
Beijing. A success story goes on. After the Asian debut at the Beijing Auto Show in November 2006 and high-key show-up at the Auto Shanghai 2007 in April, the new MINI was officially launched in Beijing today, and would make its city tour in Shanghai, Hangzhou, Xiamen, Shenzhen, and Guangzhou subsequently. 
Unique, agile, and simply clever, MINI is the world’s most successful small car in the premium segment at present with a total of 1,000,000 MINI produced since its re-launch in 2001. MINI is not only a car but also a world of emotions, passions, fun and characteristics.
Under the bonnet of the MINI Cooper there is a 4-cylinder naturally aspirated engine, with 1.6 liter capacity, that delivers a powerful 88 kW/120 bhp and a maximum torque of 160 Nm. In conjunction with the new 6-speed automatic transmission, acceleration from zero to 100 km/h is achieved in just 10.4 seconds, with a maximum speed of 197 km/h. The unique VALVETRONIC technology of the BMW Group not only provides for a particularly spontaneous response, it also results in low fuel consumption and optimized exhaust emissions. The average fuel consumption of the new MINI Cooper is just 6.7 liters per 100 kilometers despite increased dynamic performance.
The new model generation also retains the characteristic go-kart feeling typical of the MINI thanks to a low centre of gravity, wide track and “wheel at every corner” concept. At the front axle of the new MINI there are McPherson struts which make for excellent wheel control. The steering remains almost completely free of pull when taking a bend at speed or when accelerating and braking. The new central arm rear axle – unique in the MINI vehicle segment – has sophisticated kinematics which guarantees optimum road surface contact at all times. When developing the new rear axle, use was made of the chassis expertise of the BMW Group.
The new MINI Cooper received Five Stars in the Euro NCAP Crash Test recently, achieving outstanding results in both the head-on and the side-on/pillar crash, the risk of injury to occupants of the new MINI Cooper being deemed very small indeed in all cases. Child safety in the new MINI Cooper also showed an above-average result, and is therefore likewise regarded as exemplary.
Active safety was given particular significance from the start in developing the new MINI, over and above passive safety. For increased active safety in critical situations there is he highly effective brake system complete with anti-lock brakes, Cornering Brake Control (CBC), and Electronic Brake Force Distribution (EBFD), as well as traction control (ASC+T) which is fitted as standard in the new MINI Cooper and Dynamic Stability Control (DSC) complete with uphill start-off assistance. 
“From original to original” is the body design principle for the new MINI. The exterior has been completely redesigned but remains unmistakable. The front end of the new MINI Cooper gives a friendly smile to the world. 
With MINI, we can look back at a real success story. China has been contributing to this success with substantial growth rates for example: retail volume in Mainland China increased by 145% last year. Year to date the Mainland China volume has already doubled. 
The new MINI Cooper and the MINI Cooper Convertible lead a ranking list published by the German automobile magazine "Auto Bild" based on the value retention of all motor vehicles available on the German automobile market. With an estimated resale value of 70 per cent and 69 per cent respectively after a period of three years, the MINI Cooper Convertible and the new MINI Cooper won the title of "World Champion 2007". 
Journalist note: Information about the BMW Group and its products is available to journalists on-line at the BMW Group PressClub at the following address: 
www.press.bmwgroup.com.
Information about BMW Group products is available to consumers via the Internet at:

http://www.bmw.com
http://www.mini.com
http://www.bmw-motorrad.com
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