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Virtuoso line-up in stately setting: 
BMW at the Goodwood Festival of Speed 2007.

Munich. Under the motto “Spark of Genius – Breaking Records, Pushing Boundaries” Lord March once again beckons fans to the world’s noisiest garden party – the Goodwood Festival of Speed, that famous annual gathering of motorsport legends past and present. Among the regulars who have headed to the hallowed estate for years is BMW Mobile Tradition. To mark 90 years of the BMW brand this year, nine racing icons have been transported to England’s South Downs to celebrate the anniversary in commensurate style. Among those representing BMW on the grid of Lord March’s well-kept, undulating track will be Andy Priaulx, Chris Bangle, Marc Surer and Helmut Daehne.

The racing cars will include two models which both caused a sensation last year: one is the BMW 328 Mille Miglia Touring Coupé of 1939, winner of Le Mans and the Mille Miglia and one of the most successful sports racers in the history of the BMW brand; the other is the BMW Concept Coupé Mille Miglia 2006, a homage to the skills, triumphs and passion of motor racing pioneers of bygone days. So far the two models have gone on show jointly only at the 2006 Mille Miglia and the 2007 Concorso d’Eleganza Villa d’Este. Unlike these two appearances, however, the cars won’t just be on passive display at Goodwood but will be making their debut on the race track to demonstrate their true virtues. Manning the cockpit of the Touring Coupé will be the head of BMW Group Design, Chris Bangle, while the Concept Coupé will be piloted by Anders Warming, who drafted the initial sketches for this concept car.

The oldest vehicle in motion on the Goodwood estate this year will be the BMW RS 500 Kompressor, on which Georg “Schorsch” Meier sped from one victory to another in 1938. Ernst Hiller will be in the saddle of the BMW supercharged bike at the Festival of Speed. Hiller was German champion in the 500 cc solo class in 1957, 1958, 1959 and 1962, as well as winning various grand prix events. According to the British magazine “Motorcycle” he was Europe’s best private rider. The second two-wheeler to hit the track will be the BMW R90S, straddled by Helmut Daehne, who has enjoyed huge popularity in Britain since winning the Isle of Man Tourist Trophy in 1976.

The BMW 3.0 CSL Schnitzer owned by Dieter Tögel stems from the year 1974. BMW gained a high profile with the CSL in Britain and the USA in particular. Thanks to six European Championship titles and numerous triumphs in the American IMSA GT Series, these sensational racing coupés have gone down in motor racing history. At the controls of the Schnitzer CSL in Goodwood will be its owner Dieter Tögel. 

Mention the BMW M3 Group A to motorsport fans, and they will principally recall the strings of successes it racked up in various international and national touring car championships since 1987. Less well known, but equally spectacular, was the M3’s involvement in rally racing. At the Festival of Speed Herbert Reiter will be presenting his own M3, with which BMW triumphed in the Corsica Rally of 1987.

Marc Surer launched his racing career with BMW as part of the Junior Team in 1977. From there he rose all the way to Formula One. At Goodwood, the Swiss driver will be presenting a car that has recently become available to private drivers as well: the race version of the BMW Z4 M Coupé. This 400 hp racer again promises to be a winning model for privateers. Then there’s a car that has long since proved its potential: the BMW 320si WTCC. It was behind the wheel of this powerful BMW 3 Series model that Andy Priaulx of BMW Team UK won the World Touring Car Championship for the second time in 2006. The two-times world champion will be in the driving seat again at Goodwood.

BMW 328 Mille Miglia Touring Coupé.

History.

The company Touring in Milan built a particularly lightweight "superleggera" coupé body on the BMW 328 chassis for use in fast long-distance races. The improved aerodynamics were intended to achieve much higher speeds. The car was first used in June 1939 in the 24-hour race at Le Mans. Max Prinz zu Schaumburg-Lippe and Hans Wencher won the 2-litre sports-car class in a new record time and came 5th in the overall placings. In April 1940, the car driven by Fritz Huschke von Hanstein and Walter Bäumer won a commanding overall victory in the Mille Miglia. Successes and the overall concept make this vehicle a unique racing legend.
Year.

1939

Technical data.

Engine
6-cylinder inline

Displacement
1971 cc 

Bore x Stroke 
66 x 96 mm 

Gearbox
4-speed
Brakes 
Alfin drums, vented brake 
back plates

 Weight
780 kg
Max. speed
220 km/h (137 mph)
BMW M3 Group A DTM 2.3.
History. 

Development of the M3 Group A resulted in a competition car that was to carry off more vehicles in subsequent years than any other car in its class. In the course of its first season, Roberto Ravaglia took the World Touring Car Championship title with this car. "Winnie" Vogt carried off the European Championship for BMW and Eric van de Poele, also driving an M3, was German Champion. A further five national titles and victory in the Corsica Rally were further initial successes in what was to prove an unrivalled success story.
Year.

1987

Technical data.

Engine
4-cylinder inline

dohc, 16 valves
Displacement
2332 cc 

Bore x Stroke 
94 x 84 mm 

Gearbox
5-speed racing
Brakes 
four piston light alloy calipers
Weight
960 kg

Max. speed
280 km/h (174 mph)
BMW 320si WTCC.
History.

Andy Priaulx (GBR) from BMW Team UK is the old and new World Touring Car Champion. Following his World Championship triumph in 2005, Priaulx was able to win the championship title for the second time in a row in the BMW 320si WTCC. At the same time, he is the only two-time World Champion in Touring Car history. In 1987, when the battle for the world title in this discipline was held for the first time, another BMW driver took the top spot in the drivers' rankings, Robert Ravaglia (ITA).
Year.

2006

Technical data.

Engine
4-cylinder inline

Displacement
1999 cc 

Bore x Stroke 
86 x 86 mm 
Max. power output
approx. 275 hp at approx.

 8,300 rmp

Brake system, front
four-piston aluminium brake

callipers; inner-vented grey-

cast iron brake discs of 

332 mm diameter, 32 mm 
thickness
Brake system, rear:
two-piston aluminium brake

callipers; grey-cast iron brake

discs of 291 mm diameter, 

18 mm thickness
Weight
1140 kg (with driver)
BMW Z4 M Coupé “Motorsport”.

History.

The “M” decorating the rear of the BMW Z4 M Coupé already represents a clear indication that: this car has got a lot of “Motorsport” under its bonnet. 

The 252 kW / 343bhp sports coupe, which was publicly launched at the 76th Geneva Motor Show in 2006, virtually emanates the motor racing gene. 
The motor racing version of the BMW Z4 M Coupé made its debut just a few months after the launch of its ‘sister’ production car. The motor racing version’s maiden race appearance proved to be truly impressive: at the wheel of the Duller BMW Z4 M Coupé, Dieter Quester, Dirk Werner, Jamie Campell-Walter and Tim Mullen clinched victory in the Silverstone 24-hour race. The car secured even other wins, including the 2007 Dubai 24-hour race. 

Year.

2006

Technical data.

Engine
6-cylinder inline
Length
4415 mm

Width
1880 mm
Wheelbase
2493 mm 

Max. power output
approx. 400 hp at 8400 rpm

Price
258,000 €

BMW 3.0 CSL Schnitzer

History.

The 3.0 CSL race cars were the first cars to be developed under the new BMW subsidiary, established in 1972 – BMW Motorsport GmbH, sporting the newly designated official colors: red, blue and purple. Based on the 3.0 CS coupé production car, the CSL began an assault on European touring car racing that would make it one of the most successful production racers of all time. In fact, CSL’s continued to win races into the late 1970’s, even though production ended in 1975. The CSL won six European Touring Car Championships between 1973 and 1979, as well as national championships in several other countries. This 3.0 CSL was one of a team of five cars campaigned by BMW of North America in 1975 & ’76, enjoying considerable success, winning several IMSA races. Well known drivers were involved, including Hans Stuck, Sam Posey, Brian Redman, Allan Moffat, Dieter Quester, Benny Parsons, Peter Gregg and David Hobbs.

Year.

1974

Technical data.

Engine
6-cylinder

Displacement
3,498 cc 

Bore x Stroke 
94 x 84 mm
Max. power output
430 hp at approx. 8,500 rmp
Weight
1062 kg
BMW RS 500 Factory racer “Kompressor”.

History.

Georg Meier launched his luminous career on BMW machines in off-road racing. 1937 he switched to road racing and turned up on the Hockenheim grid with a supercharged BMW for the last German Grand Prix race of the season. It was his road race debut, and he astonished the bike racing world by capturing an outstanding 4th place in a field of more experienced competitors. BMW recognised offered him a contract as a works rider for the next season. From then on the BMW Kompressor and Georg Meier became an item that dominated the world’s racing circuits: in 1938 Meier won the Belgian, Dutch, Italian and German Grand Prix and claimed victory in Nuremberg, Hockenheim and in the Eilenriede Race. His very first season saw him take not only the German Championship but also the European championship title, which for the first time was based on a season’s performance. In the following season he achieved what no other non-British competitor on a non-British bike had so far managed: victory in the Isle of Man Senior TT. Georg Meier and his Kompressor BMW had made motorcycle history. The motorcycle was owned by John Surtees for a long time and BMW took it over for the factory collection in December 2002.

Year.

1938

Technical data.

Engine
2-cylinder-boxer-engine
Displacement
492 cc 

Bore x Stroke 
66 x 72
Max. power output
60 hp at approx. 7,500 rmp
Max. speed
approx. 220 km/h

Weight
138 kg
BMW R 90 S.
History.

On the 8th June 1976 Hans-Otto Butenuth und Helmut Daehne went to the Isle of Man to ride in the production TT race with the /7 BMW 1,000cc just before it was put into production, testing the power and proving the reliability of the machine. With the modified BMW R 90 S they both rode against the rest of the International marks and went on to win the Production TT. Out of 25 teams that started the race only 6 finished, showing how durable the machine was over the 10 laps/607km of the TT course. This was an important win for BMW, as it was 37 years after the triumph of Schorsch Meier riding the Kompressor machine at the Isle of Man.

Year.

1974

Technical data.

Engine
2-cylinder-boxer-engine
Displacement
980 cc 

Bore x Stroke 
94.1 x 70.6 mm
Max. power output
82 hp 

Max. speed
approx. 245 km/h
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