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Entering the year 2008, BMW is thrilling the public at the North American International Auto Show (NAIAS) in Detroit with no less than two spectacular world debuts: For the first time the German premium car maker is presenting both the BMW X6 and the BMW 1 Series Convertible to the public at a 
motor show from 19–27 January 2008, clearly demonstrating the ability of the BMW Group to develop new vehicle segments, implement new concepts, 
and conquer new markets. 

The BMW X6 is the world’s first Sports Activity Coupé, a sporting and elegant four-door offering a unique combination of the outstanding driving dynamics of a BMW Coupé and the superior characteristics of a BMW X model. 

The BMW 1 Series Convertible also opens up new perspectives in the literal sense of the word: This is the first car to offer the incomparable, direct 
experience of the sun shining in and the wind rushing by, that is the unique open-air feeling so typical of a BMW Convertible, in the compact segment.

A further highlight at the BMW stand in Detroit 2008 is the presentation of 
the latest innovations and future-oriented concepts in drivetrain technology: 
In Detroit the leading German premium carmaker will be confirming the introduction of BMW’s first diesel engine in the USA and Canada with the BMW AdvancedDiesel featuring BluePerformance becoming available in 
2008 in no less than two models – the BMW X5 3.0sd and the BMW 335d, both of which are to be admired at the 2008 NAIAS.

Displacing 3.0 litres and developing 265 hp, the straight-six power unit in 
these two avantgarde models featuring Variable Twin Turbo Technology as 
a new concept unique the world over is the most sporting diesel in the world. And boasting an oxidation catalyst, a diesel particulates filter, as well as an SCR system for reducing nitric oxides, the new engine has everything required for nationwide introduction in the US market as a so-called 50-state model.

BMW plays a leading role in the reduction of CO2 emissions.

The introduction of BMW AdvancedDiesel with BluePerformance is part of 
the BMW EfficientDynamics development strategy seeking to offer customers the world over exactly the right models setting new benchmarks in both driving dynamics and efficiency. The leading position BMW holds also in the USA thanks to this strategy the Company has been pursuing for years, 
was confirmed once again just recently in the Environmental Defense Report. This independent, non-partisan study arrives at the result that BMW, in 
reducing the CO2 emissions of its car fleet, has made by far the greatest progress of all automobile manufacturers represented in the USA between 1990 and 2005. Accordingly, no other manufacturer is better prepared for 
the changing demands of the US car market in terms of both economy and minimum emissions than BMW. New technological developments in the context of BMW EfficientDynamics will enable BMW not only to maintain, 
but rather further expand its leadership in this area in future. 

A further important module within this strategy is the drivetrain technology BMW is also presenting at the 2008 NAIAS in Detroit in the BMW Concept X6 ActiveHybrid (see separate media information). This concept version of 
a BMW X6 with full hybrid technology opens up brand-new perspectives in combining a combustion engine with electric drive. For unlike conventional vehicles of this type, the first BMW in the hybrid segment is in a position 
to ensure the sporting performance so typical of the brand and the greater efficiency of electric drive not only in city traffic, but also at higher speeds 
on the motorway and cross-country roads.

BMW Hydrogen 7 also presented in Detroit goes yet a step further, this 
hydro​gen-powered luxury performance saloon offering technology for the future which already proves its value today in everyday traffic also in 
the USA. 

The BMW X6: a new kind of vehicle, a new driving experience.

The world debut of the BMW X6 at the 2008 NAIAS in Detroit likewise marks the starting point for a brand-new category of vehicles: This is indeed the 
first Coupé to offer the driving characteristics so typical of every BMW with the robustness and uncompromising supremacy of a BMW X model. The 
BMW X6 presented in Detroit is powered by a newly developed V8 featuring Twin Turbo Technology and is the world’s first car with highly innovative Dynamic Performance Control. As a result, both the engine and suspension technology once again prove BMW’s outstanding competence in development also in the area of drive systems. 

The very concept of the BMW X6 built like the BMW X5 at BMW’s US plant 
in Spartanburg sets new standards in sporting performance in terms of both looks and technology. The design of the new vehicle is characterised by its stretched and sleek look combined with the low roofline so typical of a Coupé and blending perfectly in this case with the striking design language of 
a BMW X model. 

The BMW X6 offers an ambience characterised by generous and progressive luxury on four full-size seats. In its driving behaviour the world’s first Sports Activity Coupé also goes beyond conventional standards, the superior power of a BMW X model being further enhanced by a brand-new eight-cylinder power unit with Twin Turbo Technology: The BMW X6 features the first V8 in the world with its turbochargers fitted within the V-section between the 
two rows of cylinders. 

In the process of converting this superior power into equally superior driving dynamics, BMW’s intelligent xDrive all-wheel-drive system is combined 
with another decisive technology now available for the first time in the world: BMW Dynamic Performance Control. This cutting-edge technology ensures not only variable power distribution between the front and rear axle, but 
also variation of torque and drive power between the right and left rear wheel in the interest of enhanced traction and driving dynamics.

As a result, Dynamic Performance Control offers exceptional driving stability not only under power, but also when the driver takes his foot off the gas pedal. The result is supreme precision in dynamic bends and optimum stability 
also on challenging roads and other surfaces.

World debut in Detroit: the BMW 1 Series Convertible.

The new BMW 1 Series Convertible is likewise making its world debut at 
the 2008 NAIAS in Detroit. A genuine four-seater, the new Convertible comes with an electrohydraulically operated soft roof opening or closing within just 
22 seconds. A further advantage is that the driver is able to activate the 
roof opening/closing mechanism also while driving at a speed of up to 25 mph. 

The BMW 1 Series Convertible also stands out through its unique sporting and elegant lines quite unprecedented in the compact segment, giving the car the typical look of a genuine BMW Convertible with the roof both open and closed. Yet a further characteristic feature is the driving pleasure offered by the BMW 1 Series Convertible, its superior six-cylinder power units teaming up just perfectly with the equally superior drivetrain technology of the 
BMW 1 Series.

The BMW 1 Series Convertible is entering the US market in the guise of the BMW 135i Convertible and the BMW 128i Convertible. Particularly the 
top model featuring a Twin Turbo straight-six power unit and High Precision Injection direct fuel injection for maximum output of 300 hp enters new dimension in driving dynamics, with acceleration to 62 mph in just 5.6 seconds.

BMW 1 Series Coupé: 
fascinating driving pleasure in the compact class.

Just how appealing it is to combine individual style with premium quality and outstanding driving dynamics in a compact car is clearly borne out and proven by the BMW 1 Series Coupé now also available in the USA.

The BMW 135i Coupé and the BMW 128i Coupé are the first versions of
 the BMW 1 Series to enter the US car market, these exceptionally agile and powerful two-door models taking up the tradition of the legendary BMW 2002 which hit the headlines also on the American continent almost forty years ago, offering a unique combination of sports car agility with generous spaciousness and impressive efficiency. 

Both the BMW 135i Coupé and the BMW 128i Coupé are making their 
US premiere at the 2008 NAIAS in Detroit. Both models are powered by a straight-six engine featuring the most advanced technology in the interest 
of temperamental performance and superior economy all in one. The 
300-hp Twin Turbo in the BMW 135i Coupé owes its superior fuel economy inter alia to direct fuel injection with piezo-injectors. The 230-hp power unit featured in the BMW 128i Coupé, in turn, is the latest version of BMW’s 
six-cylinder with VALVETRONIC and a composite magnesium/aluminium crankcase optimised once again for an even higher standard of all-round efficiency. 

Top performance in two variants: 
the BMW M3 Coupé and BMW M3 Saloon.

The new BMW M3 places even greater emphasis on top performance. 
As the fourth edition of BMW’s high-performance sports car based on the 
3 Series, the new model is making its appearance at the 2008 NAIAS in 
two body versions: The BMW M3 Coupé combines its superior drivetrain 
and suspension technology with the sporting and elegant body of a 
two-door, carrying over the fascination of motorsport to everyday traffic. 
The BMW M3 Saloon, in turn, comes with two additional doors and three 
full-sized seats at the rear for even greater qualities in practice.

Regardless of the model chosen, the BMW M3 leaves nothing to be desired 
in its sporting potential, at the same time offering the genuine enthusiast 
not only the choice of either a Coupé or a Saloon, but also a wide range of other individual features. 

Both versions of the BMW M3 are powered by a brand-new V8 for supreme performance of the highest calibre: Displacing 3,999 cc, this unique eight-cylinder develops maximum output of no less than 414 hp. At the same time the high-speed engine concept so characteristic of a BMW M power unit ensures supreme thrust and dynamism at all times, with maximum engine speed of 8,400 rpm.

An equally impressive factor is the engine’s maximum torque of 295 lb-ft accelerating the BMW M3 Coupé to 62 mph in just 4.7 and the Saloon in an equally dynamic 4.8 seconds.

The 2008 NAIAS – the twentieth International Auto Show in Detroit.

Introducing two world premieres, fascinating new models in a wide range 
of segments, and the world’s most attractive diesel engines now also available in the USA and Canada, BMW is setting a number of spectacular highlights 
at the 2008 North American International Auto Show. Once again, therefore, the German premium manufacturer is using the first top international auto show in the year to present some particularly progressive and future-oriented innovations.

Auto shows have been held in Detroit since 1907 and the 2008 NAIAS is 
the 20th International Auto Show to take place in the US capital of the motoring industry. The organisers and almost 100 exhibitors from all over 
the world expect some 800,000 visitors this year.

•
Premiere in the USA and Canada: 
BMW AdvancedDiesel with BluePerformance.
The world’s most sporting diesel engine is about to be launched in the USA and Canada: The BMW AdvancedDiesel with BluePerformance 
being presented for the first time at the 2008 NAIAS fulfils the particularly great demands of the US and Canadian automobile markets in terms of power and performance, motoring culture, efficiency, and emission control. Displacing 3.0 litres, this unique straight-six develops maximum output 
of 265 hp combined with peak torque of 425 lb-ft. Emissions, in turn, are optimised by an oxidation catalyst, a diesel particulates filter and an 
SCR system reducing nitric oxides to a minimum. This sets the foundation for nationwide introduction of this new technology in the USA as a 
so-called 50-state model. 


At the 2008 NAIAS BMW is proudly presenting the BMW X5 3.0sd 
and the BMW 335d entering the market in the course of 2008 as the BMW AdvancedDiesel with BluePerformance. 

•
World premiere: the new BMW X6.
An innovative concept, unique design, supreme driving dynamics: 
The new BMW X6 is not only the world’s first Sports Activity Coupé, 
but also offers the opportunity to experience sports motoring in 
brand-new style. For this unique four-seater combines the supremacy 
of a BMW X model with the elegant lines of a BMW Coupé, offering 
quite highlights in modern technology. 


The BMW X6 is powered by a Twin Turbo V8 displacing 4.4 litres – 
the first engine of its kind with the turbochargers positioned between 
the two rows of cylinders. In addition to intelligent BMW xDrive all-wheel-drive technology, newly developed Dynamic Performance Control with 
its variable distribution of drive forces between the rear wheels ensures even greater precision and stability in bends. 

•
World premiere: the new BMW 1 Series Convertible.
Now the genuine enthusiast is able to experience the elegance, dynamism and thrill of a BMW Convertible also in the compact segment, the new BMW 1 Series Convertible not only setting a new highlight in looks and design through its low and stretched side-line, but also guaranteeing 
a unique and intense experience of the sun shining in and the wind rushing by. The electrohydraulically operated soft roof with its opening and 
closing mechanism also operating while driving nevertheless offers ample 
protection from undesired weather conditions. 


Making its world debut at the 2008 NAIAS, this open four seater is to 
be admired in the guise of the BMW 135i Convertible and the BMW 128i Convertible, both six-cylinder power units guaranteeing temperamental power and performance on exceptionally low fuel consumption and emissions.

•
Highly attractive in two variants: 
the new BMW M3 Coupé and the new BMW M3 Saloon.
The new BMW M3 is simply perfect for both pole position on the race track and the ideal line in everyday traffic. 


At the 2008 NAIAS BMW’s new high-performance sports car is whetting the customer’s appetite in no less than two body variants: as a sporting and elegant four-seater Coupé and as a powerful and striking Saloon with five full-sized seats. Both variants of the BMW M3 owe their superior 
performance to the new 4.0-litre 414-hp V8 power unit featuring the high-speed engine concept so typical of BMW M for incomparable thrust 
and performance at all times.


Carrying over know-how from motorsport directly into everyday traffic, 
both versions of the BMW M3 ensure supreme performance on the road, offering the customer his or her personal choice in opting for either the Coupé or the Saloon.

•
The BMW 1 Series Coupé.
Designed consistently for pure driving pleasure – precisely this is how 
the new BMW 1 Series Coupé is making its stand at the 2008 NAIAS in 
Detroit. In its striking look and design, this cutting-edge two-door 
re-interprets all the fortes and features of the BMW 2002 so successful also in the USA some 40 years ago, now offering a modern rendition 
of these unique qualities. 


Agility, efficiency, and space for four ensure supreme fascination and 
a wonderful experience today in the same way as in the past. This applies particularly to the BMW 135i Coupé now presented for the first time in 
the USA, with its 300-hp 3.0-litre straight-six opening up a new dimension of driving dynamics. Featuring Twin Turbo Technology and High Precision
Injection direct gasoline injection, this power unit combined with the most advanced suspension technology and a torsionally rigid bodyshell makes this light and compact two-door the most active and dynamic model in its class.


Supreme torque, outstanding efficiency. 


                       Supreme thrust and pulling power combined with exemplary economy have made BMW’s diesel engines a highly attractive and future-oriented drive 
technology. And now BMW diesel engines are entering a new era in their story of success, the introduction of BMW AdvancedDiesel with BluePerformance in the USA and Canada in 2008 marking a decisive step in the process of worldwide introduction of BMW diesel technology. 

At the 2008 North American International Auto Show (NAIAS) in Detroit 
BMW is proudly presenting the first models with the proven qualities of 
this drive technology and at the same time with all the features required for 
fulfilling the particularly strict legal requirements of the North American automobile market in terms of exhaust emissions.

Series introduction of these new models in all 50 states of the USA 
and in Canada in 2008 marks yet another important milestone in the 
BMW EfficientDynamcis development strategy seeking to offer customers 
in all automobile markets the world over maximum driving pleasure 
on minimum fuel consumption and emissions in line with current legal regulations.

The new BMW AdvancedDiesel with BluePerformance is a 3.0-litre straight-six with Variable Twin Turbo Technology and SCR System (Selective Catalytic Reduction) combustion management complete with injection of urea. 
This innovative drive unit sets the standard in sporting dynamics and at the same time serves as a role model in minimising both fuel consumption 
and emissions. 

At the 2008 NAIAS BMW is presenting this 265-hp high-performance diesel in both the BMW X5 3.0sd and the BMW 335d. Use of SCR technology
to reduce nitric oxides (NOX) ensures full compliance with the particularly demanding emission standards in California and other US states, thus allowing nationwide introduction of BMW AdvancedDiesel with BluePerformance 
as a so-called 50-state model (BIN5).

Leading the way: BMW diesel competence for the USA and Canada.

In future customers in both the USA and Canada will also benefit from 
the competence and experience gained by BMW as a premium car manufacturer in the development and construction of diesel engines. 

The history of BMW diesel engines in series production cars started in 1983 when the BMW 524td became the fastest diesel in the world. The ongoing development of this technology to the present day, in turn, is characterised both by the consistent improvement of power and performance as well as the never-ending optimisation of fuel consumption and emission management, reflecting the principle of BMW EfficientDynamics in every respect.

A further point is that diesel engines from BMW, through their superior 
motoring refinement alone, have helped significantly to eliminate any con​-
cei​vable reservations regarding the acoustic properties of engines of 
this type. Indeed, great demand for diesel engines developed by BMW 
has led to growing market shares not only in Europe, but also in many other regions the world over. Today no less than 67 per cent of all new BMWs delivered to customers in Europe are powered by a diesel.

With the features of a modern diesel being highly impressive, the engines 
offered by BMW ensure a truly supreme standard: The BMW diesel provides torque and pulling power a gasoline engine would only be able to achieve 
with far larger engine capacity. A further highly significant point is that fuel con​sumption with a diesel is 25 per cent lower on average than with an equally powerful gasoline engine. 

Superior power and performance of this calibre combined with highly efficient use of fuel are features now taking on increasing significance also among 
dedicated motorists in the USA and Canada. So BMW’s current diesel tech​nology combines both of these features in an unmistakable manner, 
providing the right answer to the changing demands and requirements in 
the North American automobile market. 

BMW is also enhancing the role of the diesel in the USA and Canada through the introduction of particularly spectacular power unit technologies: 
BMW diesel technology is being introduced into these markets in the 3.0-litre straight-six featuring Variable Twin Turbo Technology – a power unit 
acknow​ledged as the unchallenged benchmark for sporting performance, motoring refinement and superior efficiency already today wherever it is featured in existing models. 

New generation of diesel technology: 
maximum dynamism, minimum emissions.

Maximum power, supreme efficiency: The first BMW AdvancedDiesel with BluePerformance is particularly well suited to combine the driving dynamics and motoring refinement of a premium automobile with the most demanding, up-to-date standards in preserving resources and reducing emissions. 
With its exceptionally spontaneous development of power and superior pulling force, the straight-six diesel is truly outstanding in every respect. At the same time this 3.0-litre is one of the most fuel-efficient and economical engines in its class. Indeed, this leadership is borne out even more clearly by comparing engine power and maximum torque, on the one hand, with fuel economy 
and low emissions, on the other.

At the 2008 NAIAS BMW is highlighting these supreme qualities particularly clearly and convincingly in the BMW 335d featuring AdvancedDiesel with BluePerformance for maximum output of 265 hp and peak torque of 425 lb-ft. On the road, this means acceleration from 0–62 mph in 6.2 seconds and average fuel economy of at least 23/33 mpg (city/highway). 

The BMW X5 3.0sd also on show in Detroit likewise offers exceptionally fascinating character through BMW AdvancedDiesel with BluePerformance – 
at the same time standing out as a high-torque Sports Activity Vehicle with excellent qualities for long-distance motoring. The BMW X5 3.0sd accelerates from 0–62 mph in just 7.2 seconds and offers average fuel economy of at 
least 19/25 mpg (city/highway). 

No other engine allows such dynamic acceleration on such supreme fuel 
economy. And nowhere else does the driver enjoy so much sheer driving pleasure on such clean emissions.
Non-partisan study in the USA: 
BMW ranks No 1 in the reduction of CO2 emissions.

The introduction of AdvancedDiesel with BluePerformance in the USA 
and Canada consistently continues the global BMW EfficientDynamics development strategy serving to reduce both fuel consumption and exhaust emissions. Applying this strategy, the vehicles offered by BMW stand out worldwide by combining a higher standard of driving dynamics with a 
significant reduction in both fuel consumption and emissions versus their respective predecessor. 

The new BMW 128i Coupé now being introduced in the USA, for example, 
is powered by the latest and, accordingly, most efficient version of BMW’s straight-six featuring VALVETRONIC technology. Apart from the further enhanced version of this fully variable valve management, this power unit also features a composite magnesium/aluminium crankcase and an electric coolant pump operating only on demand and to the level required. A further point 
is that in the BMW 128i Coupé this engine is combined with six-speed automatic transmission of the latest generation, again ensuring enhanced fuel economy and minimum emissions as well as additional driving pleasure by means of innovative technology.

Innovations ensuring greater efficiency are also being introduced consistently into all other cars and model series sold by BMW in the USA and Canada. Pursuing this strategy, BMW has indeed made significant progress in recent years in reducing average fuel consumption and CO2 emissions, the success of these efforts being confirmed only recently in the latest issue of the 
Environmental Defense Report in the USA. This independent, non-partisan study of the fuel consumption of all new cars sold in the United States 
between 1990 and 2005 arrives at the conclusion that BMW has contributed far more than all other manufacturers in reducing fuel consumption and 
CO2 emissions. 

According to this study, the German premium car maker has reduced the 
CO2 emissions of its car fleet in the period examined by 12.3 per cent, while sales in the USA increased four-fold in the same period. By comparison, 
the second car maker on this list achieved a reduction in CO2 emissions by only 3 per cent.

The Environmental Defense Report makes specific reference to the 
BMW EfficientDynamics development strategy and the positive results achieved by BMW. 

Now, introducing AdvancedDiesel with BluePerformance as part of 
BMW EfficientDynamics, BMW seeks to continue the progress described 
in the Environmental Defense Report with the same intensity and impact 
also in future.  

Most advanced exhaust gas management: 
SCR catalyst with AdBlue injection.

To optimise emission management, AdvancedDiesel with BluePerformance incorporates an oxidation catalyst placed close to the engine, a diesel 
particulates filter housed in the same unit, and an SCR catalyst with the injection of urea. Apart from filtering out even the smallest particles from the flow of exhaust gases, this combination ensures effective reduction of nitric oxides (NOX) by way of a chemical reaction within the exhaust system initiated by the injection of a small dose of urea referred to as AdBlue. The ammonia (NH3) generated in this process within the SCR catalyst subsequently converts the nitric oxides (NO and, respectively, NO2) in the exhaust gas into environ​mentally compatible nitrogen (N2) and vapour (H2O). 

To introduce AdBlue technology into the car, BMW has developed a two-tank system ensuring convenient use of this new technology with all the benefits and ease required by the customer: The amount of AdBlue required in 
each case is withdrawn from the active tank comprising approximately six litres by means of a dosage pump. And since the urea solution would freeze 
at a temperature of  −11oC, this active tank as well as the dosage pipes are heated. 

AdBlue technology by BMW: 
optimised emissions without requiring additional maintenance.

The active tank is connected to a second reservoir, the so-called passive 
tank. With its additional capacity of approximately 17 litres, this passive tank offers a plentiful supply of the urea solution required within the car. The average range provided on this supply capacity is indeed sufficient to have 
the tank system replenished only when the driver needs to change the 
engine oil. Hence, the large amount of AdBlue provided in the reservoir enables the customer to go on driving as before, without having to change 
his service intervals or observe any particular requirements, thus benefiting from the advantages of this environmentally friendly emission technology throughout the entire running life of the car without any additional service or visits to the workshop. 

From the active tank AdBlue is delivered to the dosing valve and atomised 
into the exhaust emissions. Consistent distribution of AdBlue within the flow 
of exhaust emissions is ensured by the SCR mixer, the ammonia generated 
in this way in the hot emission gas subsequently acting in the SCR catalyst as a reduction agent and converting environmentally harmful nitric oxides into nitrogen and vapour in a process referred to as selective catalytic reaction.

This process gives the special SCR catalyst its name, with the SCR system 
as such being masterminded by highly efficient engine management. A nitric oxide sensor, finally, provides information on the concentration of NOX in 
the exhaust emissions.

The particular position and location of the AdBlue tank in the car may be varied from one model to the other, depending on specific requirements and geometric configuration. In the BMW 335d the active and passive tank are in 
the rear end of the car, while in the BMW X5 3.0d also on show at the 2008 NAIAS the active tank is housed in the front right section of the engine 
compartment, the passive tank on the underfloor next to the transmission. 

BMW’s competence in diesel technology: 
a story of success since 1983.

The performance and fuel economy offered by new BMW AdvancedDiesel with BluePerformance is further proof of the exceptional potential this engine concept has to offer. For in recent years BMW has worked more thoroughly than any other manufacturer worldwide on a consistent path of development in BMW EfficientDynamics, consistently enhancing the benefits and attractiveness of diesel technology. In the process BMW has increased engine output and, at the same time, reduced fuel consumption and emissions in a truly exemplary manner.

A further significant point is that BMW’s diesel engines stand out through 
their unique motoring refinement and smoothness – a feature for a long time regarded as quite impossible with the diesel engine. So here again, 
BMW diesel engines set the standard today. 

The story of success of BMW’s diesel engines is characterised by numerous milestones in technical development going back all the way to the year 1983. Back then BMW presented the first straight-six diesel in the history of 
the company, with maximum output of 85 kW/115 hp and peak torque of 210 Newton-metres/155 lb-ft. 

The BMW 524td featuring this power unit was acknowledged as the fastest diesel of its time. 

In the years to come BMW’s engine development specialists enhanced a wide range of innovations to series production standard, increasing both power and performance and reducing fuel consumption and emissions in the process. 
In 1987, for example, BMW introduced DDE Digital Diesel Electronics followed three years later by BMW’s first diesel engine with an oxidation catalyst. 

BMW diesel engines: 
making a unique contribution to Sheer Driving Pleasure.

Right from the start BMW’s engine development specialists recognised not only the potential of the diesel in enhancing motoring efficiency, but also
a number of other qualities. In particular, they focused on the unique performance characteristics offered by the diesel in order to provide a new concept of Sheer Driving Pleasure. Above all, the development specialists 
used the ability of the diesel engine to develop superior torque from low 
engine speeds, the extra thrust and pulling force provided in this way coming out particularly clearly on the diesel engines introduced by BMW.

As a result, the diesel BMW-style was very soon able to offer its unique s
porting character clearly proven not only in everyday use, but also on the race track. Indeed, it was this performance and reliability which made a BMW 320d the superior winner of the 24 Hours of Nürburgring as early as in 1998. 

In the same year BMW presented its first diesel engine with direct fuel injec​tion ensuring even greater spontaneity in the development of power. And 
in the process precise dosage of fuel helped to reduce fuel consumption and optimise combustion in the interest of even greater smoothness and refine​ment. So ultimately, given these qualities, the BMW diesel was appropriately prepared for the luxury performance class, with the first V8 diesel engine 
featuring direct fuel injection making its debut in the BMW 7 Series luxury saloon in 1999. 

Milestones in progress: common-rail direct fuel injection, Variable Twin Turbo Technology, maintenance-free diesel particulates filter, BluePerformance.

In the following years BMW made significant – indeed, even revolutionary – progress in the areas of injection technology and diesel turbocharging: 
As early as in 2001, the second generation of common-rail fuel injection pumped fuel into the combustion chambers at a pressure of up to 1,600 bar. In 2004 the BMW 535d became the first car to feature a straight-six diesel with Variable Twin Turbo Technology. 

BMW also introduced the second generation of the diesel particulates filter now featured as standard in all of the diesel models from Germany’s premium manufacturer. The exhaust gas cleaning unit is positioned directly on the 
engine itself in order to ensure optimum efficiency very quickly and smoothly. The particulates filter does not require any maintenance and regenerates 
itself by burning the diesel particles. This filtering function is performed at all engine speeds and under all loads, without in any way reducing engine power and increasing fuel consumption.

BMW’s current range comprises no less than seven diesel engines, three each with four and, respectively, six cylinders, as well as a V8. Both the six- 
and four-cylinder power units come with an aluminium crankcase helping to 
significantly reduce the weight of these drive units. So here again a handicap regularly experienced in former times versus the petrol engine has now 

been overcome almost completely, the reduction of weight serving to 
enhance the car’s agility and, as a result, the sporting character of BMW’s diesel models.

Comparing the first six-cylinder BMW diesels from 1983 with the most 
powerful engine of this type today, one easily appreciates the progress made borne out from the start by the most important facts and figures: 

Maximum output of the straight-six power unit is up 135, maximum torque 
an even more impressive 170 per cent. And despite this immense increase 
in power and muscle, average fuel consumption of the 3.0-litre power 
units featuring Variable Twin Turbo Technology is 20 per cent lower than on 
the former engine in 1983. In the same period exhaust emissions have 
been reduced even more dramatically thanks to various new technologies, 
a BMW diesel in the 2008 model year de facto generating only 1 per cent 
of the particulates emissions originally contained in the exhaust gas of 
a former diesel model.

The world’s most sporting straight-six diesel ready-to-go in the 
USA and Canada.

Despite these impressive facts and figures, BMW is continuing to upgrade 
the diesel engine to an even higher standard, BMW AdvancedDiesel with BluePerformance marking the next stage of development. Indeed, this technology now also fulfils the particularly great demands of the US and 
Canadian automobile market in terms of power, performance, running smoothness, efficiency, and emission limits. 

There is therefore a good reason why the straight-six with Variable Twin Turbo plays a key role in introducing the BMW diesel into the North American 
market, this engine being acknowledged as a wonderful example of power, thrust, smoothness and economy all perfectly combined with one another. 

Applying Variable Twin Turbo Technology, a small turbocharger first cuts in 
at low engine speeds. Thanks to its low inertia, this turbocharger develops extra power and boost in response to even the smallest movement to the gas pedal and without the slightest delay. Then, with engine speed increasing, 
the second, larger turbocharger, also cuts in, serving to develop maximum torque of 425 lb-ft at just 1,750 rpm. Interaction of the two turbochargers is masterminded by the particularly efficient, high-performance electronic
engine control unit.

Over and above Variable Twin Turbo Technology, further technical highlights are the aluminium crankcase and third-generation common-rail direct fuel 
injection presented for the first time in 2007, with fuel being delivered into the combustion chambers by means of piezo-injectors for particularly precise dosage of fuel with the smallest volume of pre-injection. This, in turn, ensures a particularly clean injection process with optimised fuel consumption and emission figures as well as further enhancement of running smoothness. 

Given all of these qualities, BMW’s 3.0-litre diesel with Variable Twin Turbo 
has won the International Engine of the Year Award several times, over 
and above other prizes and acknowledgements. The engine is featured in 
a large number of models in Europe and is now continuing its global story 
of success as the BMW AdvancedDiesel with BluePerformance. 


An entirely new type of car, a unique design concept and driving dynamics never seen before – all this is becoming reality in the guise of the new 
BMW X6.

The world’s first Sports Activity Coupé offers fascinating features and skills in a combination unmatched by any other vehicle. In its design the new BMW X6 combines the sporting elegance of a large BMW Coupé with the powerful presence of a BMW X model. 

The BMW X6 develops its unique driving characteristics through the unprecedented combination of dynamic performance on the road so typical of the BMW brand with unique supremacy on all tracks and terrain, entering 
the market with the commitment to introduce a radical change in mentality: The new BMW X6 adds an innovative and highly attractive facet to the 
very special nature of a BMW Coupé, at the same time opening up a brand-new perspective in the BMW X family.

Featuring low side window areas and a roofline dropping smoothly to the 
rear, the BMW X6 clearly offers all the proportions of a genuine, fully-fledged coupé. Inside, the new model – again in typical coupé style – provides ample space for the driver and front passengers as well as two further occupants 
at the rear, the rear-seat passengers enjoying generous space and style on two individual seats in sporting design and with integrated headrests.

Enhanced ground clearance, flared wheel arches in striking design, four doors, a large rear lid as well as the high waistline all bear out a clear styling re​-
semb​lance to the other models in the BMW X range. This design is indeed 
an authentic expression of the dynamic driving potential offered by the 
BMW X6 through its drivetrain and suspension technology not only on the road, but also on rough terrain.

The BMW X6 comes as standard with BMW’s intelligent xDrive all-wheel-drive technology with electronic control for variable distribution of drive power 
between the front and rear axles consistently adjusted to driving conditions 
at all times and in all situations. 

Featured for the first time as standard in the BMW X6, Dynamic Performance Control likewise ensures variable distribution of drive forces between the two rear wheels. Unique the world over, this cutting-edge technology significantly enhances steering precision and, as a result, the agility of the vehicle from 
low speeds whenever required. In fast bends with abrupt steering manoeuvres or with the driver suddenly taking back the gas pedal, Dynamic Performance Control serves furthermore to improve the stability of the entire vehicle, 
thus allowing the driver to safely enter and enjoy new dimensions of driving dynamics. On slippery or uneven surfaces, finally, Dynamic Performance Control provides the further advantage of even safer and more stable traction.

BMW’s new V8 power unit with Twin Turbo Technology and direct gasoline injection is also making its world debut in the BMW X6. Developing maximum output of 400 hp, this 4.4-litre eight-cylinder is the most powerful engine ever featured in a BMW X Model combining its supreme power and torque with compact dimensions all round. And this is the first engine in the world with its turbochargers positioned in the V-section between the two rows of cylinders.

The second gasoline engine featured in the BMW X6 likewise combines 
Twin Turbo Technology with direct gasoline injection: The 3.0-litre straight-six develops maximum output of 300 hp and again offers supreme torque and pulling force right up from low engine speeds. At the same time the engine ensures a level of efficiency quite unique in its performance class. 

On the road the superior drivetrain and suspension technology provides a 
new feeling of driving dynamics in the BMW X6 above all in fast bends. 
On slippery surfaces and off the beaten track, in turn, traction and stability 
are enhanced to an even higher standard never seen before. Hence, the 
BMW Sports Activity Coupé is an absolutely exceptional vehicle also beyond the direct range of BMW X Model competitors, ensuring unparalleled supremacy in all situations, regardless of road and surface conditions.

Unique design: dynamic line, powerful presence.

In its design, the BMW X6 definitely offers all the DNA of genuine BMW X 
Model interpreted however in brand-new, extremely sporting style. Indeed, 
the design language of this new model is the authentic visualisation of 
the outstanding driving characteristics offered by the BMW X6 mainly through intelligent BMW xDrive all-wheel-drive technology and Dynamic Performance Control. 

Like the BMW X5, the new Sports Activity Coupé spells out powerful presence right from the start through the particular flair and style of its front end alone. But with the surfaces finished in body colour being larger in 
this case, the entire vehicle conveys an expression of low and muscular performance clearly emphasising the dynamic orientation of the 
BMW X6 Sports Activity Coupé to road use. 

The DNA typical of BMW X also comes out clearly on the engine compartment lid and the structure of the BMW kidney grille in its upright position. 
Large air intake scoops positioned far to the outside bear clear testimony not only to the engine’s need for greater cooling – for together with the side panels extending far to the inside beyond the headlights, these extra-large air 
scoops also show a clear visual orientation towards the wheels, emphasising the outstanding stance and stability of the entire vehicle on the road.

The air intake scoops are split horizontally by aluminium-coloured bars also encompassing the surrounds on the round foglamps. The particular contour of the air intake in the middle is characterised by lines facing to the outside, again bearing out clear visual orientation to the road beneath the vehicle.

Side view: dynamic roofline, muscular surfaces.

The unique proportions of the new BMW X6 come out particularly clearly from the side. The smooth roofline gently declining towards the rear and the long body overhang beyond the rear wheels give the vehicle its stretched and sleek coupé silhouette, the roofline reaching its highest point directly above the 
first row of seats. This clearly places the focus on the driver, creating a special 
effect most appropriate for the extravagant design of the BMW X6.

At the rear the side window frame features the “counter-swing” at the bottom of the D-pillar so well-known as the “Hofmeister kick”. Slender protective 
covers in plastic at the bottom of the bumpers, on the side-sills and wheel arches, finally, make discreet but clear reference to the robust character 
of the BMW X6. 

The side panel is split by two lines with striking contours, moving slowly 
towards one another at the front end of the vehicle to create a wedge-like impression symbolising the forward-pushing, powerful character of the 
BMW X6. The contour line running parallel to the door openers offers a 
particularly muscular look, enhancing the dynamic wedge shape generated 
by the growing distance between the shoulder line and the side-sill line towards the rear of the vehicle.

Extending all the way to the rear light clusters, the contour line optically 
stretches the entire vehicle to provide an even more dynamic and powerful impression. The second character line, in turn, runs parallel to the side-sills 
half-way between the contour and the side-sill lines. Both front and rear, 
this additional character line ends where the extra-large wheel arches curve powerfully out of the side panels.

Strong shoulders and a powerful stance from the rear.

The rear end of the BMW X6 likewise offers a thrilling combination of 
elegance, sportiness and robustness in full harmony with one another. The muscular bumper and protection cover on the underfloor are classic 
design elements of a BMW X Model. The greenhouse with its strikingly 
low rear window, in turn, tapers out smoothly towards the rear, with the rear 
lid featuring a distinct air flow lip testifying once again to the fact that 
this unique new vehicle is a genuine coupé in both its looks and style.  

The entire rear end is subdivided by horizontal lines giving the rear end a wider look and emphasising the powerful stance and roadholding of the entire 
vehicle. The widest point at the rear is around the wheel arches, while the two exhaust tailpipes positioned far to the outside, featuring sophisticated 
surrounds and boasting a trapezoidal contour, guide the eyes of the beholder directly to the wheels.

Even the special design of the rear light clusters takes the unique character 
of the BMW X6 into account, the L-shape so typical of a BMW X Model being re-interpreted and now boasting a particularly dynamic sweep from one side to the other. Extending far into the side panels, the rear-light clusters thus bring out and accentuate the entire width of the vehicle also through its night 
design.

Sportiness and exclusivity also within the interior.

To the very last detail, the interior of the BMW X6 offers a unique synthesis 
of exclusive luxury, sporting dynamics, and powerful style. Tense surfaces 
swivelling into one another symbolise the active character of BMW’s Sports Activity Coupé, sporting features such as kneepads on both sides of the centre console, paddles on the sports steering wheel featured as standard, and the fine scale on the circular instruments creating an excitingly different driving experience in the new BMW X6 both on the road and off the beaten track.

Like all BMW X Models, the new Sports Activity Coupé offers the occupants on all four seats an elevated, commanding seating position. In particular, 
this gives the driver a clear feeling of being perfectly in control of his BMW X6 in all situations.

In conjunction with the cockpit simply begging the driver to drive his vehicle 
in active style, this creates an innovative impression of genuine, all-out sportiness. A further point distinguishing the world’s first Sports Activity Coupé from the other BMW X Models is the sporting design of the individual rear seats separated from one another through the centre console, the 
high-rising side supports, and the integrated headrests on all four seats.

The BMW X6 is the only car in the complete segment of BMW X Models 
to feature a sports steering wheel with gearshift paddles as standard. These paddles enable the driver to shift gears manually on the six-speed auto​-
matic transmission fro enhanced smoothness and response at all times: Shifting gears on the paddles, the driver is able to shift up and down smoothly and comfortably regardless of the current position of the steering wheel. Multifunction buttons on the steering wheel serve furthermore to operate the telephone and audio systems quickly, smoothly and without the slightest distraction, and two further buttons may be programmed individually according to the driver’s personal preferences.

The high-quality trimming on the steering wheel comes as standard in leather and features a highlight bar finished in pearl gloss chrome.

The instrument panel is dominated by dual round instruments with fine scales reminiscent of motorsport as clear visual reference to the sporting character 
of the BMW X6. The galvanised trim rings on the instrument panel clearly 
accentuate the exclusive character of the vehicle’s interior, with the same high-quality metal shimmer being boasted on the rotary knobs, the door openers, on the gearshift lever knob, and on the brackets within the air vents.

Excellent quality of finish and wide range of storage options.

Visibly and tangibly sophisticated, high-class surfaces make the interior of the BMW X6 a genuine experience to feel and behold at all times. Through their special quality designed for lasting strength and resistance, the interior 
surfaces also emphasise the superior robustness of the vehicle committed 
to offroad use whenever required. 

The special surface grain on the instrument panel is formed by innovative 
IM (in-mould) coating. 

Optional leather finish on the instrument panel ensures a particularly exclusive effect in its touch and looks brought out by the use of high-quality leather 
and seams as well as smooth and gentle padding beneath the leather surface.

In its design the dashboard is reminiscent of a firm but resistant band 
swivelling from one side to the other. This dynamic design then continues within the door linings with their twin-section trimming, the glove compartment merging elegantly and unobtrusively into the surrounding surfaces. Locking automatically together with the doors, the glove compartment does not 
require a separate lock, the two-piece lid opening upwards and downwards 
to provide convenient access to the storage space fully illuminated inside.

The spacious storage box in the centre console opens and closes in the same way by means of a so-called butterfly lid. Further features on the centre 
console are the two extra-large cupholders complete with a lid on top serving also to hold even bottles firmly in position.

Two further large cupholders are provided in the rear console, together with 
an additional storage box. And spacious storage pockets in the door panels front and rear, finally, round off the wide range of storage facilities.

Lots of space, lots of customisation options.

Wide opening rear doors facilitate access to the two rear seats, and headroom also at the rear is unusually generous for a Coupé: Seat height of 944 milli​metres or 37.2" guarantees supreme comfort and convenience even for tall passengers. 

Seen from the rear, the window graphics in the BMW X6 generate a feeling 
of forward-pushing openness and, as a result, a generous sensation of spaciousness and abundance.

A wide range of materials and colours highlighting the sporting character of the BMW X6 adds to the individual style and personality of this unique vehicle. The exterior paintwork, for example, comes in a choice of no less than ten 
colours, while five equipment variants, two interior colours and five trim options ensure a wide range of individual style and choice.

Trim bars in ash grain and flywheel aluminium have been created especially 
for BMW’s Sports Activity Coupé. And while the wood variant exudes a 
particular touch of discreet exclusivity, the sweeping polish on the aluminium version shows a clear and distinct reference to motorsport. 

The passenger and luggage compartment on the BMW X6 are distinctly 
separated from one another in the usual style one would expect of a 
fully-fledged coupé. Offering 570 litres or almost 20 cu ft of storage space, 
the luggage compartment behind the rear seats of the BMW X6 is far


larger than in a conventional coupé, allowing the driver and passengers, just as one example, to take along four full-size golf bags in the luggage compartment even with four people riding in the vehicle.

BMW’s new Sports Activity Coupé also boasts a firm, folding cover on top 
of the luggage compartment folding practically beneath the floor for con​venient transportation of bulky objects. To increase the transport capacity available, finally, the rear-seat backrests may be tilted down in an asymmetric split, loading capacity being extended in this way to a most substantial 1,450 litres or 51 cu ft. 

Perfect combination of superior dynamics and outstanding comfort.

a new type of vehicle, a new driving experience: the BMW X6 offers both. 
In terms of driving dynamics, for example, the world’s first Sports Activity 
Coupé clearly opens up new dimensions defined by significantly enhanced 
steering precision, unique stability in fast bends, and secure traction on 
slippery surfaces. Powerful engines, intelligent BMW xDrive all-wheel-drive technology, DSC Dynamic Stability Control, optional Active Steering and 
Adaptive Drive, as well as Dynamic Performance Control featured for the first time as standard on the BMW X6 all come together to provide a supreme potential in driving dynamics.

The steering precision optimised by Dynamic Performance Control offers significant benefits even with a moderate style of motoring, the BMW X6 
proving the outstanding quality of its drivetrain and suspension technology with unparalleled supremacy also in the most difficult and challenging 
driving situations.

Driving dynamics with intelligent control: 
Integrated Chassis Management. 

The vehicle’s drivetrain and suspension systems interact perfectly with 
BMW’s ICM Integrated Chassis Management. This high-performance elec​tronic control ensures perfect harmony of drivetrain and suspension functions within fractions of a second, spelling out maximum stability and supreme performance wherever you go and at all times. 

Even under a sudden change in driving conditions, therefore, for example on varying surfaces, in spontaneous steering manoeuvres, when accelerating 
or applying the brake abruptly, ICM reacts with utmost precision to the xDrive, DSC and Dynamic Performance Control actuators and to Active Steering when fitted as an option. In all cases, the nature and scope of such inter​vention is appropriately masterminded to ensure not just maximum driving stability, but also optimum dynamics.

BMW’s X Models already available today owe their outstanding agility largely 
to the supreme performance and qualities of ICM. Now the central control unit has an even greater and more progressive influence on driving dynamics in 
the new BMW X6, since it is also able to use the actuators serving for BMW’s new Dynamic Performance Control: Depending on driving conditions and 
with fully variable management, the power of the engine is no longer split “just” between the front and rear axle, but also – through Dynamic Performan​ce Control – between the left and right rear wheel, feeding additional power 
to the most appropriate point where it can be conveyed best to the road.

This drivetrain technology quite unique in the market enhances steering precision and the tracking stability of the vehicle in bends as well as the degree of traction available on slippery surfaces, at the same time raising the level of driving dynamics significantly higher than ever before. As a result, Dynamic Stability Control is only required to cut in by applying the brakes electively on the appropriate wheel or wheels when the vehicle really reaches the extreme limits to driving physics. 

The world’s first Sports Activity Coupé thus offers the driver the truly fascinating experience of being able to handle even the most demanding driving situations with sporting style and dynamic performance never 
seen before.

The drivetrain and suspension technology of the BMW X6 ensures the 
highest conceivable level of safety, precision and driving pleasure on all surfaces whether rough or smooth. The foundation of this purpose is provided by suspension technology quite unique in the segment of BMW X Models. The front axle, for example, is a double track control arm configuration applying the double joint principle for dynamic lateral acceleration, superior tracking stability and minimisation of forces acting on the steering wheel. Appropriate front axle kinematics, in turn, ensure optimum front wheel camber on the 
road at all times, the BMW X6 thus maintaining supreme grip and roadholding even under the most dynamic conditions.

At the rear the BMW X6 features BMW’s patented Integral IV axle serving to harmonise superior comfort with equally superior dynamics. And now this lightweight construction has been specifically optimised for the Sports Activity Coupé in many respects, the entire rear axle configuration being appropriately adjusted to the specific demands made of this model for supreme sportiness and performance.

The wheel mounts, rear axle subframe and four track arms efficiently take up the dynamic and drive forces flowing into the suspension, reducing any 
elastic distortion of the wheel mounts, while soft swinging mounts provide appro​priate longitudinal suspension and optimise the roll quality of the 
wheels. Effectively separating the road surface from the drivetrain, finally, 
the rear axle helps to ensure first-class noise control and ride comfort.  

BMW xDrive: intelligent all-wheel drive for enhanced dynamics and optimum traction.

Permanent all-wheel drive with electronically controlled, variable distribution 
of drive power between the front and rear axles gives all BMW X Models 
not only superior traction, but also enhanced driving dynamics. Indeed, 
BMW xDrive gains its superiority as an intelligent all-wheel-drive system by feeding drive power through a distributor box with an electronically 
con​​trolled multiple-plate clutch according to driving conditions in exactly 
the right dosage to the appropriate axle with optimum grip on the wheels. 

In normal driving situations BMW xDrive distributes drive power in a 40 : 60 split front-to-rear, with sensors consistently measuring wheel slip. Hence, the system is able within fraction of a second to vary the distribution of drive forces, with BMW xDrive, unlike conventional all-wheel-drive systems, anticipating 
the upcoming situation and not just responding once a wheel has started 
to spin. This serves to stabilise the vehicle even before the driver notices any need for action.

Offering advantages of this calibre, BMW xDrive enhances the dynamic 
performance of the BMW X6 by counteracting even the slightest trend to over- or understeer right from the start at the earliest conceivable point. And now, incorporating BMW’s new Dynamic Performance Control, xDrive is able to respond even more quickly and in line with current requirements, the positive effects on driving dynamics being particularly significant in fast bends. 

Unparalleled steering precision and tracking stability thanks to 
xDrive and Dynamic Performance Control.

The positive effect of Dynamic Performance Control on the agility of the 
BMW X6 comes out clearly right from the start, even in conventional everyday traffic, the vehicle steering into bends with significantly enhanced precision also when travelling at moderate speeds. 

Dynamic Performance Control likewise enhances the handling and, indeed, 
the overall supremacy of the BMW X6 in sudden steering manoeuvres 
and at particularly high speeds in bends. With a vehicle possibly pushing to 
the outside of a bend when driving to the limit either at the rear or on its 
front wheels, depending on road conditions, the angle of the bend and road speed, both BMW xDrive and Dynamic Performance Control are able to counteract both of these manifestations of driving instability: As soon as the vehicle threatens to oversteer, xDrive reduces the transmission of power to 
the rear wheels pushing to the outside. And now Dynamic Performance Control also comes in, withdrawing drive forces from the outer rear wheel in a bend subject to particular centrifugal loads and diverting these forces to the inner 
rear wheel. 

This intervention in the interest of greater stability is so quick and finely controlled that the driver will not even notice what is happening. What he will notice, however, is that the BMW X6 ensures exceptional steering precision also when driving dynamically and, indeed, to the extreme limit. 

Acting in exactly the opposite mode, the two systems likewise prevent the 
risk of understeering: xDrive reduces the flow of power to the front wheels pushing to the outside while at the same time Dynamic Performance Control shifts the transmission of power to the outer rear wheel in a bend in the interest of optimum stability.

A further particular feature of Dynamic Performance Control is that engine 
power and torque are split variably between the rear wheels not only when the engine is “pulling” the vehicle, but also in overrun. This is ensured by an 
additional, superimposed transmission unit within the final drive made up of a double planetary gearset and a multiple-plate clutch operated by an electric motor, varying the distribution of drive power also when the driver takes his foot off the accelerator.

The BMW X6 is the first vehicle in the world to offer such a stabilising effect independent of engine load and drive power.

Dynamic Performance Control also serves to optimise traction on a slippery surface: The ability to vary the transmission of engine power specifically as required now also between the two rear wheels serves, among other things, 
to improve traction and puling force whenever the vehicle is running on different surfaces from one side to the other, for example with asphalt on one side and a snowbound surface on the other. Any differences in the frictional coefficient between the wheels on the left and right (modal split) are set of by Dynamic Performance Control specifically sharing out drive forces 
on the rear axle.

Taking just one look at the instrument cluster, the driver receives a clear 
message showing the interaction by Dynamic Performance Control: 
A graphic display presented as an alternative to the other displays on the 
on-board computer simply by pressing the lever on the steering column informs the driver of the current distribution of drive power. In a symbolic graphic presentation of the four drive wheels, bar diagrams show how 
much power is going to each wheel at any given point in time.

DSC intervening only when driving to the limit.

The difference in drive forces between the two rear wheels provided by 
Dynamic Performance Control may go all the way to 1,800 Newton-metres. But even then, all the driver will feel when Dynamic Performance Control
intervenes is a – significant – increase in agility, traction and driving stability. Another effect he will also feel and appreciate thanks to Dynamic Perfor​-mance Control is that DSC Dynamic Stability Control intervenes much less frequently than before. In practice, this means that the driver is able to 
use the full drive power and torque of the engine much longer than with a conventional system, DSC acting on individual wheels or reducing engine 
power only when the driver really pushes the car to the extreme limits of physical performance.

Over and above this stabilising effect, DSC in the new BMW X6 offers a wide range of additional functions serving to promote safe and dynamic motoring. These include ABS anti-lock brakes, ASC Automatic Stability Control, 
Trailer Stability Control, HDC Hill Descent Control, DBD Dynamic Brake Control automatically maximising brake pressure when required in the interest of minimum stopping distances, CBC Cornering Brake Control and, finally, Active Cruise Control complete with its own brake application function.

The ADB Automatic Differential Brake serves as a transverse lock between the two wheels, and Fading Compensation increasing brake pressure as required under extremely high brake temperatures helps to maintain the brake forces required even under extreme conditions. Regular Dry Braking, in turn, optimises brake performance in wet conditions while the Start-Off Assistant enables the driver to set off more smoothly and easily on an uphill gradient. 

The new BMW X6 features a parking brake operating both lectromechanically and hydraulically and activated or released simply by pushing a button. 

Reflecting the high standard of driving dynamics offered by the BMW X6, 
DSC also comes with DTC Dynamic Traction Control as a special function, raising the DSC response thresholds to a higher level, allowing a particularly 
sporting and active style of motoring, and enabling the driver to set off smoothly on snow or in loose sand with the drive wheels intentionally spinning slightly.

Active Steering for a particularly sporting and comfortable style 
of motoring.

The rack-and-pinion steering on the BMW X6 varies the steering transmission ratio as a function of the steering angle, thus meeting all kinds of require​-ments under different driving conditions. Keeping power assistance at a consistent level also at high speeds with the steering in its midrange position, the steering thus enhances superior control of the car. In bends, on the other hand, the driver benefits from more direct steering response, the steering 
ratio geared to the angle of the steering wheel allowing an even more 
dynamic style of motoring.

The BMW X6 is available as an option with Active Steering exclusive to BMW. This very special system developed by BMW offers exactly the right steering ratio at all speeds, maintaining direct steering behaviour up to a speed of about 90 km/h or 55 mph, as required particularly for a sporting and active style of motoring. A further advantage in this case is that the driver only has to turn the steering wheel twice from lock to lock when parking.

At higher speeds, on the other hand, Active Steering offers a more indirect transmission ratio in the interest of steady directional stability and, as a result, enhanced motoring comfort.

On the BMW X6 Active Steering is combined with Servotronic, thus making an active contribution in stabilising the car in the event of oversteer in bends or particularly demanding brake manoeuvres. When applying the brakes on 
different surfaces left and right, for example, that is with a so-called modal split, Active Steering countersteers discreetly but firmly to prevent the car from swerving out of control.

Unique: Adaptive Drive and data transfer by FlexRay.

Interactive control of the car’s anti-roll bars and dampers by Adaptive Drive available as an option is another unique feature in the segment of 
BMW X Models. And indeed, this combination of active anti-roll stability and variable damper adjustment gives the new BMW X6 incomparably superior driving behaviour.

Using sensors in the vehicle, Adaptive Drive permanently monitors and 
calculates data on road speed, the steering angle, longitudinal and lateral acceleration, body and wheel velocity, as well as ride and damper height. Applying this information, the system acts directly on the anti-roll bar swivel motors and the electromagnetic valves in the dampers, varying body roll 
and the damping effect appropriately at all times and in all situations. Simply 
by pressing a button, finally, the driver is able to choose either a sporting 
or a comfortable setting on Adaptive Drive.

BMW Adaptive Drive uses high-speed FlexRay data transmission for fast and reliable coordination of data. This system developed to production standard 
by a development consortium under the leadership of BMW offers a standard of data transfer capacity never seen before – and BMW is the first carmaker 
in the world to use FlexRay technology in a regular production car.

A class of its own: 
the new eight-cylinder with Twin Turbo Technology.

Supremacy as the most important feature – this applies to BMW’s X Models and to BMW’s eight-cylinder power units. And now the BMW X6 is adding 
an incomparably dynamic variant to the line-up of BMW X Models, with the 
first Sports Activity Coupé for the first time boasting a particularly sporting 
and dynamic eight-cylinder: Displacing 4.4 litres, this new V8 power unit 
with Twin Turbo Technology and High Precision Injection direct gaso​-
line injection develops maximum output of 400 hp in the speed range from 
5,500–6,400 rpm together with peak torque of 450 lb-ft maintained consistently between 1,800 and 4,500 rpm.

The position of the turbochargers and catalytic converters in the V-section between the two rows of cylinders is likewise an innovation in technology 
allowing particularly compact engine dimensions and at the same time 
requi​ring new configuration of the intake and exhaust ducts. This means 
shorter intake and exhaust manifolds and larger cross-sections significantly reducing pressure losses on both the intake and exhaust side.

The all-aluminium V8 power unit developed for the BMW X6 offers all the 
qualities typical of an eight-cylinder in incomparably sporting style. In practice this means a combination of superior torque at low engine speeds with 
an ongoing surge of power and performance up to the higher speed range. Acceleration in the BMW X6xDrive50i to 62 mph, therefore, comes in 
just 5.3 seconds (provisional figure), with more than ample power reserves 
for thrilling acceleration naturally also available at higher speeds.

This superior acceleration continues all the way to 130 mph (155 mph with the optional high-speed set-up; provisional figures), where the electronic 
engine “brain” cuts in to limit the vehicle’s maximum velocity.

Twin Turbo Technology featured for the first time in an eight-cylinder.

The power and performance of the new V8 results to a large extent from BMW’s Twin Turbo Technology, the use of two turbochargers for the first time also on an eight-cylinder serving to enhance engine output and torque with particular efficiency.

Each of the two turbochargers supplies four cylinders with compressed air, ensuring unparalleled response to the gas pedal.

As on the straight-six with Twin Turbo Technology, the turbo “gap” so typical 
of a conventional turbocharged engine – that is the time lag until the turbo​charger provides its particular boost – has been eliminated completely. And with the engine revving up quickly and powerfully, it boasts the performance characteristics of a significantly larger normal-aspiration engine while 
the engine itself is much lighter in weight also thanks to its all-aluminium crankcase.

Not only the weight, but also the fuel consumption of the new V8 power unit remains at a level unusually low for an engine of this class. High Precision 
Injection is the key function in this concept for optimum fuel efficiency, 
the second-generation of direct fuel injection using piezo-injectors placed in 
the cylinder head directly next to the spark plugs and injecting fuel into combustion chambers at pressure of 200 bar. This ensures not only extremely precise dosage of fuel, but also helps to minimise exhaust emissions and 
optimise sound management of the engine.

BMW’s most powerful straight-six featured in the first 
Sports Activity Coupé.

The second gasoline version of the BMW X6 is driven by the most powerful straight-six in BMW’s engine range: Maximum output of 300 hp in the 
BMW X6 xDrive35i comes from engine capacity of 3.0 litres and is maintained from 5,800–6,250 rpm. Peak torque of 300 lb-ft, in turn, is churned out 
consistently from 1,400–5,000 rpm for smooth power and acceleration at 
all times.

Like on the new V8, the exclusive combination of Twin Turbo Technology and High Precision Injection ensures unmistakable power and performance also at the wheel of the BMW X6 xDrive35i, combined with truly impressive all-round economy, particularly in consideration of the car’s dynamic driving potential.

On the straight-six with Twin Turbo Technology two exhaust turbochargers each supply compressed air to three cylinders. The small mass inertia of 
the relatively compact turbochargers optimises response to a significantly higher degree also on this engine, building up charge pressure without the slightest delay from low engine speeds. The result is a rapid increase in 
power and torque further promoted by infinitely variable double-VANOS camshaft control.

This particular character of BMW’s Twin Turbo gasoline engines unique the world over offers an exceptionally high standard of supremacy and elasticity 
on the road. In practice, this allows the driver to use the superior torque of 
the engine right from the start when accelerating, with engine power then remaining consistent over a wide speed range. The central arrangement of the piezo-injectors between the vales and in the immediate vicinity of the spark plugs, finally, serves also on the straight-six power unit with High Precision Injection to dose the fuel injected with particular precision. 

The level of power offered by the straight-six with Twin Turbo Technology and High Precision Injection is absolutely equal to the power only a much larger eight-cylinder was able to provide in the past. But at the same time BMW’s most powerful six-cylinder offers a much higher standard of fuel economy 
and, also thanks to its all-aluminium crankcase, is much lighter, in the interest of superior agility on the road: The BMW X6 xDrive35i accelerates to 62 mph in 6.5 seconds (provisional figure) and has a top speed of 130 mph (150 mph with the optional high-speed set-up; provisional figures).

Automatic transmission designed for sports motoring.

Power is transmitted on the BMW X6 in standard trim by six-speed automatic transmission with a particularly sporting gearshift now enhanced to an even higher level. 

The automatic transmission chooses the appropriate gear with incomparable spontaneity, precision and efficiency, benefiting not only the superior comfort, but also the supreme driving dynamics of the BMW X6. And being directly connected to the engine and maintaining exact choice of the appropriate gear at all times, the six-speed automatic transmission also ensures a particularly high standard of all-round economy.  

The automatic transmission shifts gears either in response to the electronic gear selector lever or the gearshift paddles on the steering wheel. The shift pattern on the gear selector lever is the same as on a conventional automatic transmission, but with the selector level returning to its starting point after each gearshift.

Transmission management is not mechanical, but rather goes through 
electrical signals. To activate the manual gear selection mode, all the driver has to do is press the selector lever to the left. Then he is able to shift gears in sequence by hand – either from the gear selector lever or through the gearshift paddles featured as standard on the steering wheel: Pulling one of the 
paddles out serves to shift up gears, pressing the paddle serves to shift down.

Using this paddle gearshift, the driver is able to shift gears with maximum spontaneity in a manual mode. So whenever he operates one of the paddles, the transmission will shift immediately also from the automatic mode into 
manual gearshift.

Intelligent lightweight technology for enhanced dynamics and 
solidity.

Like the other models in the BMW X range, the BMW X6 boasts a particularly strong and sturdy body. To keep weight to a minimum despite this outstanding solidity, BMW’s engineers developing the new model focused consistently from the start on intelligent lightweight construction: Both the choice of materials as well as the arrangement and geometry of the various support bars, rods and other support elements are based on an overall concept combining maximum crash safety with supreme agility on the road.

To optimise passive safety to the highest conceivable standard, BMW’s 
engineers and other specialists sought to give the passenger cell maximum stability right from the beginning in developing the body-in-white. Forces 
acting on the vehicle in an accident, therefore, are guided via the engine support arms and the chassis along several load paths in order to avoid extreme loads acting on individual components. 

Within the interior of the new BMW X6, not only frontal and hip thorax airbags come as standard, but also curtain head airbags at the side, inflating out of the covers on the A-pillar and roof lining and thus protecting the occupants both front and rear from injury.

The new BMW X6 features three-point inertia-reel belts on each seat, the restraint systems also boasting a belt force limiter together with a belt tightener on the front seats. And last but certainly not least, ISOFIX child seat fastenings come as standard on the rear seats.

In the event of an imminent rollover, the car’s rollover sensor activates both the curtain airbags and the belt latch tensioners. Indeed, this integration of the system with DSC Dynamic Stability Control guarantees appropriate function of 
the overall safety system in good time whenever necessary. And to avoid 
accidents from behind, finally, the new BMW X6 comes with BMW’s two-stage brake lights.

Optimum visibility: bi-xenon headlights featured as standard.

Featured as standard on the BMW X6, dual bi-xenon headlights not only 
ensure optimum illumination of the road ahead in the dark, but also, through their corona rings, offer an attractive and practical form of daytime driving 
light. This increases visibility of the car also from a longer distance and clearly distinguishes the X6 as a genuine BMW right from the start.

The optional High-Beam Assistant ensures additional comfort when driving 
at night, automatically switching from high to low beam in oncoming traffic or when the distance to a vehicle ahead drops below a certain point.

The foglamps serve additionally as Bending Lights, with their light beam being deflected to the side by a reflector when taking a bend in order to illuminate the road in the direction the driver is following.

Optional cruise control complete with an automatic brake function acts on engine management, the selection of gears and the brakes to maintain the speed determined in advance by the driver. The system permanently registers the vehicle’s lateral acceleration and, whenever necessary, reduces road speed in order to prevent any loss of comfort in bends. And last but not least, the brakes intervene when driving downhill to ensure appropriate control 
of the vehicle, also when towing a trailer.

To mastermind the Navigation, Climate Control, Entertainment and Commu​nication functions, the BMW X6 comes as standard with BMW’s trendsetting iDrive technology. Turning, pushing and sliding the iDrive Controller on the centre console, the driver sets the appropriate comfort and communication functions then presented – together with the various adjustment options – 
on the Control Display.

Eight favourite buttons available for individual control functions serve to further simplify operation of the vehicle, enabling the driver, simply by pressing one single button, to retrieve a telephone number frequently required, a destination to which he travels regularly, or his favourite radio station, to mention just 
some examples.

As an option, information relevant to the driver may also be projected on to 
the windscreen by the Head-Up Display in an ergonomically particularly convenient position. This presents the speed of the car, navigation instruc​tions, speed data and warnings from the Check/Control system directly 
in the driver’s line of vision.

Exclusive and innovative: the optional extras.

High-quality, sophisticated navigation and audio systems serve to enhance travelling comfort in the BMW X6 to an even higher standard. A DVD video system for the rear passengers, a CD or DVD changer integrated into the glove compartment, as well as the innovative multi-channel audio system are 
among the highlights offered in mobile entertainment.

Even in standard trim, the audio system comes with six loudspeakers while 
the HiFi Professional system developed in particular for multi-channel audio playback comprises no less than 16 loudspeakers.

Thanks to the AUX-in bush featured as standard as well as the USB interface available as an option, the driver or another user is able to play music from 
an external audio source such as an MP3 player on the car’s loudspeakers, 
since all CD drives available for the BMW X6 are able to play music in the 
MP3 format.

Further features also available are the BMW Online mobile internet portal as well as the BMW Assist telematics service. 

The BMW X6 is likewise available with BMW TeleServices offering functions ranging all the way from an automatic Teleservice Call through a manual 
TeleService Call to BMW Teleservice Diagnosis including Teleservice Assistance. 

To make an automatic Teleservice Call, the vehicle, using the CBS Condition Based Service on-board diagnosis system, determines the type of service required and when it is needed. To arrange a date for service at the workshop, the data thus established on the current condition of the vehicle’s engine oil, brake fluid, brake discs and pads, as well as other parts subject to wear 
and tear, can be conveyed by telephone to the driver’s BMW Service Partner.

In the event of a deficiency in the electronic system, BMW Teleservice 
Diagnosis serves to transmit any defect codes recorded by the system to BMW Breakdown Assistance. And if such a deficiency can be remedied 

by re-setting the software in the appropriate control unit, the BMW Breakdown Assistance Service is able to send an appropriate command directly to the vehicle.

Supplementing PDC Park Distance Control, the BMW X6 is also available 
with a special back-up camera. This video system facilitates parking and 
manoeuvring in confined or unclear spaces, the driver activating the back-up camera either by pressing a button or automatically when shifting to reverse (together with PDC).

Presenting the new X6 Sports Activity Coupé, BMW is once again proving 
the Company’s outstanding competence in the development of innovative vehicle concepts. As the first-ever Sports Activity Coupé in the world, the BMW X6 interprets the sporting character so typical of the brand in an entirely new fashion, at the same time adding an innovative and extremely thrilling 
variant to the range of BMW X Models. This highly innovative Sports Activity Coupé therefore once again proves BMW’s leading position as the 
trend​setter in a market segment growing at a particularly dynamic pace.


Whenever the objective is to combine thrilling pleasure at the wheel with 
a wonderful experience of sunshine and the wind rushing by, the new 
BMW 1 Series Convertible immediately becomes the star of the show. 
Indeed, this open two-seater extends the typical experience of driving 
a BMW Convertible into a new dimension. 

The new BMW 1 Series Convertible making its world debut at the 
2008 NAIAS in Detroit combines sporting elegance in design with the 
outstanding agility of the world’s only compact car with rear-wheel drive.

Two powerful and efficient straight-six engines are available from the start
in introducing this new model into the US market. Particularly the top-of-the-range BMW 135i Convertible sets new standards in sports driving pleasure, featuring a 3.0-litre straight-six with Twin Turbo and direct gasoline injection and standing out clearly from the other models by the slightly modified 
M Aerodynamics Package featured as standard. 

The BMW 1 Series Convertible is a four-seater boasting electrohydraulic 
operation of the soft roof opening and closing – if required also at low speeds while driving – in just 22 seconds. As the first premium convertible in the compact segment, this unique car opens up the door to the unparalleled 
experience of driving a BMW Convertible, at the same time bearing out the brand values so characteristic of a BMW in a particularly youthful and 
aesthetic manner.

In its looks and appearance, the BMW 1 Series Convertible stands for modern elegance all the way, the low shoulder-line running parallel to the road and 
the dynamic lines of the soft top serving to make the car look very lean and slender. The driver, the front passenger, and the passengers at the rear all 
experience a feeling of openness characteristic of a BMW Convertible thanks to the low waistline, thus enjoying an even more intense thrill of motoring in the open air than a compact convertible is otherwise able to offer.

Exterior design: clearly a BMW at very first sight.

Benefiting from its compact dimensions, the new BMW 1 Series Convertible is truly impressive not through its size, but rather through its self-confident, positive design. The entire silhouette of the car with its long, frameless doors is a visual expression of rear-wheel drive quite unique in this segment.

The tense, muscular, concave/convex surfaces merge harmoniously with 
the equally muscular wheel arches, giving the car a firm and athletic look also from the side. The shoulder line very low for a car in this segment, finally, 
stretches the entire vehicle and conveys all the elegance so typical of 
a BMW Convertible.

A striking feature of the new BMW 1 Series Convertible is the flared shoulder line running parallel to the road. Extending from the engine compartment 
lid past the A-pillar all the way to the rear lid, the shoulder line visibly connects the front and rear of the car with one another, forming a surface surrounding the complete interior. Looking at the new BMW 1 Series Convertible 
from a somewhat higher point, you even get the impression from the clearly accentuated shoulder line of a boat deck. 
Optical effect of the soft top highlighting the contours of the rear end.

The rear view of the new BMW 1 Series Convertible is influenced largely 
by the optical effect of the soft top. As long as the roof is open, the horizontal lines on the body develop their full effect and impact. With the roof disappearing completely into the passenger compartment, the BMW 1 Series Convertible, seen from behind, offers a particularly low, sporting and elegant look.

Once the driver closes the soft top, on the other hand, the contours growing wider towards the bottom of the car reveal all their features and highlights. 
The rear lid merges at the end into a discrete contour lip complete with the integrated third brake light. This aerodynamic feature quite literally chiselled into the car emphasises the short and snug design of the rear end and high speeds ensures additional downforce on the rear axle. 

In the L-shaped rear lights the reversing light and the direction indicators are combined with one another to form a white strip. The rear light clusters also comprise light bars made up of LED light units. Given this structure of the light sources so typical of the brand, the new BMW 1 Series Convertible stands 
out clearly also in the dark as a genuine BMW all the way. 

Exclusive roof material with integrated gloss thread.

As a genuine premium car, the new BMW 1 Series Convertible offers a 
number of surprising features in its design. The soft top, for example, is a
vailable as an option not “only” in classic Black or Beige, but also in Anthracite with a special Silver effect. In this case the soft fabric roof developed as 
an exclusive feature for the BMW 1 Series Convertible unique the world over 
is enhanced by fine gloss threads, giving the material a sophisticated 
metallic shimmer creating beautiful reflections in sunlight.

The wide range of body and interior colours available underlines the youthful character of the new BMW 1 Series Convertible, powerful colours and 
intense contrasts between the exterior and interior generating a special effect harmonising the exciting design of the car and the driving experience characterised by unique agility. 

BMW 135i Convertible in a unique look and with supreme 
aerodynamics.

The BMW 135i Convertible comes as standard with a modified M Aero​dynamics Package, the larger central air intake leading up to the top next to 
the numberplate panel. The smaller air intakes at the side, in turn, border 
on special flaps slightly flared to the outside, this very different design giving the front end of the BMW 135i Convertible a particularly wide and muscular look. A further feature exclusive to the front end of the top model is the use 
of chrome-plated bars in the kidney grille.

Featuring an additional light contour, the side-sills of the BMW 135i Convertible give the side panels an even more muscular, lower and sleeker look accentuating the low-slung appearance of the car’s silhouette. The rear end, in turn, emphasises the wide track of the car in particularly clear and 
convincing style. A more reserved optical feature with a strong aerodynamic effect is the diffuser on the BMW 135i Convertible integrated in the rear 
air dam beneath the bumper and finished in matt Anthracite.

Interior design: premium quality with sophisticated materials.

The interior of the BMW 1 Series Convertible blends smoothly and elegantly with the surrounding exterior surfaces. Proceeding from the BMW 1 Series Coupé, the interior design has been matched to the particular style and 
requirements of an open-air car, the various features of body and interior design interacting with one another and mutually enhancing their effect.

The particular design of the car’s waistline merges smoothly with the widely flared shoulders and the rear lid, creating an overall impression of harmony and elegance. The transition from the exterior to the interior, in turn, is highlighted in very special style by the all-round Chrome Line featured as standard.

The interior offering space for up to four occupants is absolutely equal, through its sophisticated materials, the clear arrangement and structure of individual features, and the sophisticated functional design of all details to the interior of other cars in higher segments. The surfaces on the upper doorsill extending back from the windscreen continue smoothly and harmoniously to the rear end of the passenger compartment.

The cockpit, by contrast, is characterised by sweeping, horizontal lines, 
with the upper section of the instrument panel finished in Black. High-quality grain on the surfaces of the instrument panel, the door linings and centre 
console, finally, further enhance the special flair of special quality.

The door openers, the air vent adjusters, the surround on the start/stop button, the touch bar on the ashtray, the opener on the glove compartment, the control knobs and buttons for the audio and air conditioning, as well as the ornamental trim on the optional leather sports steering wheel and the optional iDrive Controller are all finished in a special galvanised pearl gloss surface. 

The insert integrated in the door panel between the upper doorsill and the armrest follows the surrounding lines in its contours and is finished in the 
same material as the seats of the car. With optionally available leather uphols​tery covering in the BMW 1 Series Convertible not only the seats themselves but also the armrests on the centre console and the doors comes complete with decorative seams providing an extra touch of quality. 

Innovative seat leather in Sun Reflective Technology. 

The leather upholstery available in the BMW 1 Series Convertible offers all 
the benefits of innovative Sun Reflective Technology used by BMW as 
the first car maker in the world to reduce the generation of high temperatures on the surface as a result of sunlight. When treated with Sun Reflective Techno​logy, the leather is enhanced by special colour pigments reflecting 
the infra-red radiation in sunlight. As a result, the temperatures otherwise experienced on the seat surfaces and armrests as a result of excessive sunlight can be reduced dramatically.

Innovative air distribution control in the BMW 1 Series Convertible ensures 
an even higher standard of comfort through the automatic air conditioning with the roof open: Over and above the usual three settings Gentle, Medium, and Intense, the automatic air conditioning comes with a special Convertible mode for use with the roof open. As soon as the driver chooses for this particular mode, ventilation control is no longer influenced that strongly by the current temperature inside the car. Instead, the air conditioning is masterminded 
in particular as a function of the outside temperature and solar irradiation in determining the intensity of the air ventilation effect.

The optional wind deflector reduces air swirl within the interior above all at higher speeds. Fitting into special mounts in the side panels, the wind 
deflector rests firmly in position easily and conveniently within a matter of seconds. 

Through-loading with transport bag: more space for 
sports equipment. 

With its luggage capacity of 260 litres or 9.1 cu ft, the BMW 1 Series Convertible offers unusually large transport capacity even with the roof 
open, unparalleled by any other convertible in this segment.

Once the driver has closed the soft top, he is able to conveniently swivel 
up the variable panel separating the roof from the luggage compartment, in the process increasing luggage capacity to 305 litres or 10.7 cu ft. The specially developed rear-seat backrest, in turn, gives the BMW 1 Series Convertible 
an even higher standard of function again quite unique in this vehicle segment. The optional available trough-loading to the rear, coming complete with a transport bag, is higher and wider than conventional through-loading systems of this kind, giving the driver and front passenger even greater freedom in 
taking along sports equipment and other bulky items. Indeed, the transport bag is large enough to take up two snowboards or a full-size golf bag, to 
mention just two examples. And even with the roof open, two full-size golf bags fit conveniently into the luggage compartment. 

BMW EfficientDynamics: greater driving pleasure and enhanced 
fuel economy. 

The straight-six power units available in the new BMW 1 Series Convertible offer dynamic performance, motoring efficiency and running smoothness 
in typical BMW style. They are based on the BMW EfficientDynamics development strategy and come with a wide range of innovations optimising 
both fuel economy and exhaust emissions. The various improvements 
introduced in the interest of enhanced efficiency are used in appropriate combinations on each model, naturally coming as series equipment.

These improvements are not limited to engine technology alone – the 
reduc​​tion of friction forces, re-configuration of the combustion chambers, reduction of weight, optimisation of the fuel/air mixture process by means of VALVETRONIC or High Precision Injection, precise control of the combus​tion and air guidance processes – but rather also include the various ancillary 
and support units. 

On-demand operation of the coolant pump.

Motoring efficiency is further enhanced by on-demand, energy-saving 
operation of the coolant pump: the new electrical coolant pump does not operate merely as a function of engine speed, but rather as a function 
of temperature, thus cutting in only when really required.

This intelligent operation of the pump serves to enhance engine efficiency, power uptake of about 200 watt amounting to only about one-tenth of 
the power required for a conventional pump running permanently even 
when not required. 

BMW 135i Convertible: 
featuring BMW’s most powerful straight-six. 

The most sporting and dynamic model within the new range is the BMW 135i Convertible driven by the most powerful straight-six within BMW’s entire engine range. Combining Twin Turbo Technology with High Precision Injection, this light-alloy power unit offers technology unique the world over in this engine category. With its displacement of 2,979 cc, the engine develops maximum output of 300 hp at an engine speed of 5,800 rpm and peak torque of 300 lb-ft, available from just 1,400 rpm. The result of this superior power and muscle is incomparable spontaneity when setting off and accelerating, fascinating pulling power not only from a standstill, and virtually inexhaustible power reserves offered by this very special engine in BMW’s open two-seater. Acceleration to 62 mph in the BMW 135i Convertible comes in 5.6 seconds (provisional figure). And the top speed is limited electronically to 130 mph 
(also provisional). This raises the top model in the range into the ranks of the most thorough​bred sports cars, while at the same time keeping fuel consumption to the lowest level in this segment.

High Precision Injection plays a key role in the concept for maximum fuel 
efficiency: As the second generation of direct gasoline injection, this revolu​tio​nary system uses injectors positioned directly next to the spark plugs in the cylinder head and delivering fuel into the combustion chambers at a pressure of 200 bar. The result, clearly, is extreme precision in the dosage of fuel. 

Over and above its outstanding power and performance, the BMW 135i 
Convertible comes as standard with a wide range of other features for unique driving characteristics. Apart from significant distinctions on the exterior 
with the modified M Aerodynamics Package, these features include the M Sports Suspension, individual set-up of DSC Dynamic Stability Control, an electronically controlled locking function on the differential, an even more direct control map for Servotronic steering power assistance, and even more spontaneous response of the gas pedal control map. 

BMW 128i Convertible: 
the normal-aspiration alternative in the six-cylinder league. 

The new BMW 128i Convertible likewise features a straight-six within the 
engine compartment. Displacing 2,996 cc, this naturally aspirated power unit develops maximum output of 230 hp at 6,500 rpm and peak torque of 
200 lb-ft at 2,750 rpm – quite enough for acceleration in the BMW 128i Convertible to 62 mph in 6.4 seconds (provisional figure) and a top speed limited electronically to 130 mph (also provisional). 

Weighing just 161 kg or 355 lb, the six-cylinder power unit makes an important contribution to the harmonious balance of axle load in the BMW 128i 
Convertible, thus helping to enhance the car’s superior agility and handling on the road. A feature helping to make the engine particularly light is its crank​-case made up of a magnesium shell and an aluminium insert. A further point 
is that the cylinder head cover as well as the bedplate are also made of 
extra-light aluminium, with the lightweight camshafts developed especially 
for this straight-six again serving to optimise the weight of the engine.

Fully variable VALVETRONIC valve management and the electric coolant pump operating on demand are further features serving to enhance the 
efficiency of the engine. As a result, the BMW 128i Convertible ranks No 1 in its performance segment in terms of both acceleration and fuel economy. 

Automatic transmission with Steptronic function.

As an alternative to the manual gearbox, all engines available in the new 
BMW 1 Series Convertible may be combined as an option with six-speed automatic transmission. With its special converter technology, the auto​-
matic transmission not only reduces energy losses but also gives the engine an even faster response and shortens gearshift times to a minimum. Directly connected to the engine, the automatic transmission further enhances the dynamic character of the car and ensures precise selection of gears allowing the driver to skip one or several gears when shifting down in a hurry.

Benefiting from BMW Steptronic, the driver is also able to shift gears 
manually either via the gear selector lever in the centre console or wire 
paddles on the steering wheel. This paddle shift is indeed standard 
on the BMW 135i Convertible with automatic transmission. 

Elaborate suspension with EPS Electric Power Steering and Active Steering as an option.

It almost goes without saying that the new 1 Series Convertible is a BMW through and through. So it is only natural that the car conveys its power to the engine via the rear wheels. The rear axle is a five-arm configuration tailored 
to the particular demands and requirements of a very powerful and high-torque drive unit. The front axle, in turn, features a standard of technology and engi​n​eering quite unique in this segment, the double-joint spring strut tiebar axle at 
the front combined with an anti-roll bar being made largely of aluminium. 
Apart from low weight, this also guarantees a high standard of all-round stiffness and stability on all components. 

As an option the BMW 1 Series Convertible is available with the world’s only Active Steering for even greater precision and steering comfort. While 
Servotronic featured as standard varies the steering effort required, Active Steering varies the steering transmission ratio as a function of road speed: 
At low speeds the same movement of the steering wheel turns the front wheel further than at high speed, enabling the driver, for example, to manoeuvre
into and out of a parking space with minimum effort and maximum ease. 
At high speeds, in turn, Active Steering makes it easier for the driver to remain 
precisely on course. 

Dynamic driving programs for perfect control of the car.

Apart from ABS anti-lock brakes, the new BMW 1 Series Convertible comes as standard with DSC Dynamic Stability Control preventing the rear of the 
ar from swerving round under critical driving conditions (oversteering) or the wheels “pushing” out of a bend (understeering) by applying the brakes as required on the appropriate wheels and reducing engine power accordingly.

Networked with the optional Active Steering, DSC is also able to prevent the car from swerving when applying the brakes on surfaces with different frictional coefficients such as dry asphalt at the left and wet asphalt on the right 
(modal split application of the brakes), by counter-steering appropriately in 
the right direction and with the right force. 

Features included in DSC are ASC Automatic Stability Control, CBC 
Cornering Brake Control, as well as DTC Dynamic Traction Control activated whenever required for optimised traction and pulling force. DTC also allows greater slip on the drive wheels, enabling the driver to set off for example 
in deep snow with the drive wheels intentionally slightly spinning. And as yet another function, DTC allows even more dynamic lateral acceleration all the way to a controlled power slide in bends.

Whenever he wishes, the driver may of course deactivate DSC completely at the simple touch of a button.

Electronically controlled limited-slip differential improving traction
in the BMW 135i Convertible.

To ensure optimum traction under high engine power and muscular torque, 
the new BMW 135i Convertible comes with a number of special improve​ments for enhanced traction. The particular focus in developing these features was to support a sporting and ambitious style of motoring, for example when accelerating out of a bend or hairpin.

The electronically controlled locking function on the differential, to mention the first of these improvements, ensures optimum traction in the DSC-off mode, that is with DSC Dynamic Stability Control completely deactivated. In this 
process a drive wheel spinning in a tight bend is slowed down appropriately as required by the brake, improving the car’s traction without exerting a negative influence on its steering behaviour. 

Both the BMW 135i Convertible and the BMW 128i Convertible come as standard on 17-inch light-alloy wheels. In addition, the BMW 135i Convertible features an M Sports Suspension as well as high-performance brakes as further standard features, the latter incorporating six-piston fixed-calliper brake units at the front and two-piston fixed-calliper brakes at the rear, finished
in exclusive Grey paintwork and proudly bearing the letters “BMW” in white. 

Airbags and rollbar for superior safety.

The safety concept boasted by the new BMW 1 Series Convertible is based on the solid body structure of the entire model series. High-strength steel, additional reinforcements and special deformation units serve to either absorb a lot of the impact energy even in a severe collision or to guide such energy along defined load paths away from the passenger compartment shell. 

Both the car’s crash safety and its driving dynamics benefit from the exceptio​nal torsional stiffness of the body. Indeed, the BMW 1 Series Convertible offers a level of torsional strength quite comparable to that of the extremely dynamic and at the same time extra-safe BMW 3 Series Convertible. And as a further highlight typical of BMW, the new BMW 1 Series Convertible fulfils all legal requirements applicable in the international car markets for both active and passive safety, thus offering optimum prere​quisites for excellent results in all crash tests relevant the world over.

Within the interior carefully harmonised restraint and support systems masterminded by the car’s central safety electronics ensure maximum occupant safety on all four seats. Featured as standard, four airbags give the 
occupants in the new BMW 1 Series Convertible optimum protection on 
the road, the frontal airbags operating in two stages consistently providing
the restraint and safety required as a function of impact severity. Side airbags 
integrated in the front seat backrests, in turn, inflate in a collision from the side up to the level of the occupant’s head, thus reducing the risk of injury at hip, chest and head level. 

Crash-optimised front seats reducing the risk of injury in a collision from the rear.

The new BMW 1 Series Convertible comes as standard with crash-optimised seats, special padding on the headrests and backrests significantly reducing the risk of injury in a collision from the rear. 

All seats come with three-point inertia-reel seat belts and headrests, the rear seats are fitted as standard with ISOFIX fasting points for child seats at the rear. The pedals moving to the front in the event of a head-on collision and the footrest giving way smoothly under load serve furthermore to reduce the risk of foot injury for the driver. 

The new BMW 1 Series Convertible comes as yet a further feature with 
rollover sensors permanently monitoring vertical and horizontal movements of the vehicle. As soon as the safety electronics register the risk of a rollover, 
two rollbars resting behind the rear-seat headrests move up within fractions 
of a second. The belt latch tensioners for the front seats and the head/thorax airbags are also activated in the same process.

The new BMW 1 Series Convertible offers an above-average standard of excellence also in the area of active safety, with a range of features and equip​ment carried over from higher vehicle segments. As an example, bi-xenon headlights featured as standard as well as adaptive headlights including 
bending lights make driving in the dark even safer in the BMW 135i. 

The combination of such comfort and safety functions is indeed quite unique in this market segment, with the daytime driving lights in typical BMW style with two corona rings in each headlight unit enhancing perception of the car under normal and diffuse light conditions. And last but certainly not least, two-stage brake lights operating as a function of the force applied on the brake pedal give motorists following from behind a particularly clear warning when applying the brakes in an emergency.

The entertainment programme: 
greater versatility with an AUX-in bush and iPod interface.

The audio systems available on the new BMW 1 Series Convertible come as an option and as a supplementary feature to the regular AUX-in bush with 
a USB interface integrating various versions of the Apple iPod as well as other external MP3 players completely into the car’s audio system. The entertain​ment programme enhanced to a new level in this way is masterminded by 
the control buttons on the audio system or, as an alternative, by iDrive control featured in the BMW 1 Series Convertible in conjunction with the optional navigation system. In this case the Apple iPod is supplied with the power 
required through the car’s on-board network. 

Vehicles not fitted with a navigation system and BMW iDrive come with 
an additional, illuminated glove compartment as an option in the middle of the dashboard. A further option in this case is to fit two cupholders in the centre console behind the gearshift or gear selector lever. As yet a further supple​mentary feature or an alternative to these cupholders, an add-on cupholder 
is also available for the centre console. 

Using the central Controller – even featuring voice entry as an option – 
the driver is able to operate all secondary and comfort functions through 
iDrive Control with optimum ease and convenience, masterminding the car’s communication, air conditioning, entertainment, and navigation functions. iDrive is furthermore equipped with programmable favourite buttons for direct operation of functions used particularly often, such as destinations in the navigation systems, radio stations or specific telephone numbers.

Quite exceptional in a convertible: 
M Sports Package as an option straight from the factory.

The new BMW 135i Convertible comes as standard with a modified 
M Aerodynamics Package. The BMW 128i Convertible, in turn, may be upgraded as an option with various components from BMW M GmbH 
for enhanced looks and technical qualities.

The M Sports Package on the BMW 1 Series Convertible comprises aero​dynamically optimised panels on the rear and front bumpers including foglamps and special side-sills. And last but not least, the M Sports Package may be combined with the exclusive body colour Le Mans Blue Metallic.

The sports seats in the M Sports Package are available either in a combination of cloth and Sensatec or, as an option, in leather. Further special features 
from the wide range of M equipment in the new BMW 1 Series Convertible include door entry trims with an M logo, an M leather steering wheel, and the M footrest for the driver’s left foot. The gaters on the gearshift lever and handbrake as well as the handbrake handle are finished in soft nappa leather, with the wide range of interior features being rounded off by trim strips in 
aluminium Glacier Silver accentuating the sporting character of the cockpit.  

The range of special products from BMW M GmbH for the new BMW 1 Series Convertible also includes light-alloy wheels in two different styles of M design combined in each case with different tyre sizes front and rear. As an alter​-native to the “regular” wheels measuring 17 inches, 18-inch light-alloy rims are available exclusively in conjunction with the M Sports Package, again 
high​lighting the sporting character of the new BMW 1 Series Convertible as 
by far the most sporting alternative in this segment. 

The new BMW 1 Series Convertible – a new entry into the world of open premium cars. 

Regardless of the engine chosen and the range of equipment the driver 
prefers, the BMW 1 Series Convertible offers a unique driving experience in 
its class. As a result, this is the first compact car of its kind providing such 
exclusive driving pleasure in an open premium model. 

In its concept and design, the BMW 1 Series Convertible, therefore, naturally boasts all the features typical of a Convertible from BMW. The car’s looks 
are characterised by fascinating elegance, the occupants enjoy the incom​-
pa​rably intense experience of driving in the open air. So driving pleasure of 
this calibre, in direct contact with the sun and wind rushing by, fulfils all of the expectations the BMW 1 Series Convertible arouses from the start through 
its youthful and fresh flair and design.


The concept has tradition, the result is unique every time: for more than two decades, the BMW M3 has been the epitome of ultimate driving dynamics derived directly from motorsport, powerful and superior aesthetic design, and an incomparable driving experience.

Now the latest edition of this high-performance sports car is ready to go in 
no less than two different versions: as a two-door Coupé with four seats and as a four-door Saloon for up to five occupants.

Thirteen years after the presentation of the first BMW M3 Saloon, the Coupé  is therefore being joined once again by a four-door model offering not only comfortable and convenient access to the rear, but also all the spaciousness and grand touring comfort of a premium saloon. At the same time the fourth generation of the BMW M3 sets the standard once again in technology 
and driving dynamics, both versions – like all high-performance models from BMW M GmbH – offering unrestricted driving qualities. 

Both variants of the new BMW M3 are quite unique in both their looks 
and technical features. The engine was developed exclusively for the fourth generation of the BMW M3, the suspension and body are consistently oriented to the specific demands and requirements made in motorsport.

Leaving aside a few components, both versions of the new BMW M3 are brand-new cars. The aesthetic body design so typical of BMW M and drivetrain technology designed and built for supreme dynamism – again 
proving the competence of the automotive engineers at BMW M GmbH derived directly from motorsport – ensure supremacy of the highest standard. And last but certainly not least, both the Coupé and Saloon offer all their 
superiority also in everyday traffic, each model in its own individual style.

Making its premiere in the BMW M3: 
eight-cylinder power unit with 414 hp.

The truly impressive heart of the new BMW M3 Coupé and the BMW Saloon is the all-new eight-cylinder power unit in V-arrangement guaranteeing outstanding power and performance combined with unique driving dynamics. Displacing 3,999 cc, the new V8 develops maximum output of 414 hp, 
equal to a specific output per litre of 105 hp. 

Peak torque is 295 lb-ft at an engine speed of 3,900 rpm. Some 85 per cent of this maximum torque comes throughout the enormous speed range of 6,500 rpm, helping to accelerate the new BMW M3 Coupé to 62 mph in 4.7 seconds, while the Saloon weighing 25 kilos more takes 4.8 seconds for the same exercise. Both models have a top speed of 250 km/h (155 mph) limited by the engine’s electronic control unit.

The eight-cylinder owes its unique character above all to the high-speed 
engine concept so typical of BMW M: Revving up to 8,400 rpm, the power unit offers outstanding thrust and pulling force at all speeds. Power is transmitted to the rear wheels via a six-speed manual gearbox interacting with the brand-new final drive featuring a Variable M Differential Lock. 

Applying know-how from Formula 1 in production, construction and the choice of materials.

The engine block of the new eight-cylinder comes from BMW’s light-alloy foundry in Landshut, which also makes the engine blocks for the Grand Prix cars raced by the BMW Sauber F1 Team. The crankcase is a special alu​minium/silicon alloy compact in its dimensions and extremely stiff thanks to 
its bedplate construction.

Despite the two additional cylinders, the engine is some 15 kilos lighter than the six-cylinder power unit in the former model. 

The V8 featured in the fourth-generation BMW M3 comes with variable 
double-VANOS camshaft management, a unique technology reducing charge cycle losses in the interest of enhanced power and torque. Extremely fast 
adjustment times improve engine response to an unprecedented standard, with an appropriate reduction of fuel consumption and exhaust emissions.

A low-pressure version of double-VANOS has been developed specifically 
for the new eight-cylinder, operating under the normal pressure in the engine oil circuit.

A further important point is that the new engine comes with eight individual throttle butterflies ensuring particularly sensitive engine response throughout the entire speed range as well as an immediate reaction of the engine whenever the driver presses down the gas pedal for superior power and 
performance. 

A volume flow-controlled pendulum-slide cell pump supplies lubricant to the eight-cylinder with maximum efficiency, consistently providing exactly the 
amount of lubricant the engine requires at any given point in time. Wet sump oil lubrication optimised for driving dynamics ensures an appropriate supply 
of lubricant to the power unit also when applying the brakes all-out and under high centrifugal forces in bends.

New engine management with ion flow technology.

Electronic management of the V8 power unit has likewise been enhanced to an unprecedented standard, integrating the clutch, transmission, steering and brakes with their specific BMW M functions. A further highlight in engine 
management is the use of ion flow technology to determine engine knocking as well as mis-firing and mis-combustion.

Lightweight suspension conveying superior engine power 
to the road.

The suspension on the new BMW M3 Coupé and the BMW M3 Saloon are brand-new developments from the ground up in nearly every respect. The objectives in this development process were to adjust the suspension to the far greater drive forces and, at the same time, to reduce weight to the greatest possible extent. Precisely this is why nearly all components on the front axle 
in double-joint spring-strut configuration are made of aluminium.

From the rear axle subframe through the transverse and track control arms made of aluminium all the way to the wheel mounts with new kinematics 
and reinforcement, the longitudinal arm mounting points lower than before, 
the aluminium dampers and the tubular anti-roll bar resting on innovative mounting points, nearly all details of the five-arm lightweight rear axle 
are new developments from the ground up, offering a reduction in weight by about 2.5 kilos versus the BMW 3 Series Saloon and the BMW 3 Series Coupé.

Indeed the engineers at BMW M GmbH have succeeded in saving weight even on the high-performance brake system with its compound discs. 

The new final drive, in turn, comes complete with a Variable M Differential Lock building up 100 per cent locking action when required and thus ensuring optimum traction even under particularly demanding driving conditions.

The lightweight suspension is supplemented by Servotronic steering varying steering assistance as a function of road speed, by high-performance 
brakes with vented discs all round, and by DSC Dynamic Stability Control mastermin​ded electronically. EDC Electronic Damper Control is available 
as an option.

The suspension of the BMW M 3 Saloon has been modified in its set-up 
versus the Coupé, thus taking the specific weight balance of the four-door model into account.

MDrive button adjusting the suspension to the driver’s 
personal style.

With the newly developed suspension offering the ambitious driver an excel​lent starting point for dynamic motoring, the driver with a particular penchant for sports motoring is able to adjust the car even more individually to his own style by means of various electronic control functions. Numerous parameters in driving dynamics may therefore be configures according to the driver’s personal taste and preference, optionally available MDrive enabling the driver to retrieve the pre-determined configuration at the touch of a button. 

One option, for example, is to completely deactivate DSC Dynamic Stability Control. Another option via the iDrive control unit is to pre-determine the 
degree of steering assistance, the system offering two control lines varying power assistance either in the Normal or Sports mode as a function of 
road speed. 

EDC Electronic Damper Control optimising the car’s driving dynamics also in bends and when applying the brakes/accelerating by adjusting damper forces comes with three different programs available at the touch of a button. 

The programs are also available for engine management, masterminding not only the position of the throttle butterflies in the intake manifold but also other factors significantly changing the response of the engine.

The substantial improvements made by the suspension engineers in terms 
of both electronics and mechanical systems is confirmed, not least, 
by the stop-watch, both versions of the M3 significantly outperforming the 
lap times of the former model generation on the Nordschleife – the Northern Circuit – of Nürburgring, acknowledged as the benchmark for all cars from 
BMW M GmbH.

Specific design features highlighting each model’s unique 
technical qualities.

Following the tradition of BMW M GmbH, the engineers have developed both the new BMW M3 Coupé and the new BMW M3 Saloon as fundamentally different cars each unique in its own right. Just how consistently they have proceeded is borne out from the start by the body of each model: Proceeding 
from the dimensions and the basic shape of each model within the 
BMW 3 Series, the engineers and designers have developed and designed virtually all body elements brand-new from the ground up. 

Apart from the load-bearing structure of the car, therefore, only the doors, 
the luggage compartment lid, the windows as well as the front and rear lights 
have been carried over from the BMW M3 Coupé and, respectively, the 
BMW M3 Saloon. All other components are specific developments especially for the M Models. 

This clear-cut philosophy gives the exterior of the car its very own unique look emphasising the superior power and performance. In the development 
process the designers at BMW M GmbH have applied the principle of “form follows function”, using components which not only emphasise the even greater dynamics and sportiness of the car, but also fulfil a specific technical purpose. These include the lightweight carriers made of long-fibre thermo​plast (LFT) beneath the bumper panels, unique components deve​loped especially for the new BMW M Models to fulfil all requirements in terms of crash safety and resistance to deformation in minor bumps or accidents. 
A further advantage is the reduction in weight by approximately 6 kilos. 

An outstanding example of the function-oriented design of the BMW M3 is the front end of the car identical on the Coupé and Saloon. And while the bi-xenon dual headlights with their characteristic corona ring daytime light function 
featured as standard are the same as the lights on the BMW 3 Series Coupé, the air intakes are significantly larger catering for the greater need for intake and cooling air in the eight-cylinder power unit. The powerdome stretching over 
the V8 power unit, just like the entire engine compartment lid with two additio​nal openings, is also specific to BMW M.

Powerfully flared wheel arches, slender air intakes in the front side panels, 
side-sills highlighting the rear-wheel-drive concept, and the rear section with its aerodynamically efficient diffuser are likewise exclusive to the new versions of the BMW M3. And last but certainly not least, the exterior mirrors and 
18-inch light-alloy wheels also come in the typical design of BMW M. 

The two front side panels boast a special feature acknowledged by designers as a particular sign of distinction of BMW Cars. These are the elaborately 
chiselled “gills” adding further dynamics to the flow of the body line at 
the side. A chrome bar in the middle of these intakes serves to accentuate 
the three-dimensional structure of this special feature, with the gill on the 


side panel of the Saloon showing a more horizontal opening than the gill 
on the BMW M3 Coupé. This chrome bar bears both the direction indicator 
in its longitudinal design and the M3 logo as a particular important sign 
of distinction.

Further along the side line the features so typical of BMW M GmbH spelling out a powerful, athletic look likewise come out clearly and convincingly. 
On the four-door models these features are integrated harmoniously into the design language of a BMW Saloon, the strongly contoured side-sill giving 
the BMW M3 Saloon a particularly light and sporting look. Unlike the Coupé, the light contour line stretching straight to the back takes up the particular 
design of the waistline, the parallel lines of the waistline and side-sill accentua​ting the harmonious and well-balanced character of the Saloon. The play 
of light and shadow created in this way, finally, gives the Saloon a dynamic and firm look from the side, contributing further to the unique design and appearance of the four-door.

Seen from the rear, the new BMW M3 Saloon looks just as superior, powerful and unique, the design of the rear end taking up the particular look and style 
of the front section. Compared with the Coupé, the surfaces at the rear of the Saloon show an even clearer horizontal structure accentuating the superior balance also to be admired from the side and highlighting the sheer width of the rear end. A discreet gurney flap on the rear lid, finally, optimises the car’s aerodynamics and ensures an additional reduction of upforces on the rear axle.

Exclusive to the BMW M3 Coupé: roof in carbon-fibre look.

Hardly any other body feature on the new BMW M3 offers such a distinctive expression of progressive technology as the roof made of carbon-fibre-reinforced plastic (CFK) on the BMW M3 Coupé. Intentionally demonstrating the fibre structure of this material carried over from Formula 1, with only 
clear paint protecting the high-tech surface, this unique material comes to bear very clearly with all its qualities. 

Apart from its exclusive look, the CFP roof also offers a significant technical benefit, being much lighter than a steel roof. This not only reduces the overall weight of the car, but also saves weight at the highest point on the body, 
significantly lowering the centre of gravity and thus improving driving behaviour and handling particularly in fast bends.

The BMW M3 Coupé is the first large-scale production car in the world to
feature a CFP roof.

Exclusivity and dynamism also within the interior.

Through their body design, both versions of the new BMW M3 clearly 
symbolise the supreme performance and sporting qualities they have to offer. The interior supplements this unique look, seeking at the same time to 
offer the driver an optimum driving experience and all occupants the perfect ambience tailored to their individual needs. 

The design of both models differs significantly on a number of points from the underlying BMW 3 Series Coupé and 3 Series Saloon, enhancing and varying the interior to an even higher level. The distinctive character of both models 
is borne out from the start by the door entry trim proudly bearing the M logo. The front seats, in turn, are specially designed and contoured for optimum side support, with high-quality craftsmanship all round enhancing the sporting design to an even higher level.

The dual round instruments typical of BMW – the speedometer and fuel 
gauge, on the one hand, the rev counter and oil temperature gauge, on the other – both come in specific BMW M design. The numbers on the 
instru​ments stand out in clear white from the black background, the indicators in the traditional red of BMW M GmbH are particularly clear and easy to read. 

The variable warning field on the rev counter is another feature typical of 
BMW M Cars, informing the driver while the engine is warming up of the engine speed range recommended at any given point in time as a function of the current engine oil temperature: With the temperature of the engine oil increasing, the borderline between the yellow pre-warning area and the red warning area moves up on the rev counter until reaching its maximum limit at 8,400 rpm.

Control Display as the information centre.

The optionally available Control Display is located in the middle of the dash​board on the same level as the driver’s and front passenger’s eyes, clearly 
presenting all information relevant to the driver as well as the current function status of the Communication, Navigation, Entertainment, and Air Conditioning systems on the colour screen.

The Control Display is masterminded by the iDrive control system and also serves to present maps when using the optional navigation system.

The centre section of the instrument panel also housing the controls for the audio system and air conditioning extends between the front seats into 
the newly centre console which, in its geometry, sweeps clearly but discreetly 
towards the driver. 

The upper surface of the console comes in black leather on all equipment versions, the side facing the driver accommodates three function switches (Power, DSC off and, as an option, EDC) for activating or, respectively 
deactivating the electronic driving programs.

The iDrive control system with its Controller mounted in the middle on the centre console comprises the additional MDrive menu level. The optional MDrive button serving to activate the initial set-up of the car saved in advance, finally, is positioned on the spokes of the M leather steering wheel, together with the remote control buttons for the audio system and mobile telephone.

Top quality leather and the BMW Individual High End Audio System. 

The seats in both new versions of the BMW M3 offer the driver and occupants superior comfort on long distances and excellent side support at high speeds in bends. The driver and front passenger, again in both models, furthe​r-
more enjoy all the advantages of sports seats adjustable to numerous different positions and offering superior side support. 

Both the two single seats at the rear of the BMW M3 Coupé and the rear-seat bench configured for three occupants in the Saloon boast the seam pattern 
so typical of a BMW M car and special M leather.

The rear seat bench on the Coupé contoured as two single seats comes 
with lightweight through-loading developed specifically for the new BMW M3 and available with a removable ski-bag as an option. Use of long-fibre-reinforced plastic on the through-loading reduces weight by approximately 
7 kilos while maintaining the same high level of all-round function. Offering luggage capacity of 430 litres (15.1 cu ft) on the BMW M3 Coupé and 
450 litres (15.8 cu ft) on the BMW M3 Saloon, the luggage compartment on both models meets the greatest demands in terms of grand touring comfort and convenience in a high-performance sports car. 

The sports seats come in their “basic” configuration with a combination of cloth and leather. All-leather seats are also available in a choice of four colours, with the range of leather equipment being further extended as an option 
to include the upper section on the instrument panel, the cover on the glove compartment, and the side panels on the centre console.

Four exclusive trim panels extending across the entire dashboard from left 
to right beneath the Control Display and instrument cluster, finally, offer further options in personalising both versions of the new BMW M3.

Both the new BMW M3 Coupé and the new BMW M3 Saloon come as standard with a high-quality audio system. Various navigation systems, the mobile BMW Online internet portal, the BMW Assist telematics service, 
and BMW TeleServices for wireless communication of service data to 
the driver’s BMW Service Partner are also available as further options for 
the discerning motorist. 

Last but certainly not least, both versions of the new BMW M3 may be equipped with the BMW Individual High End Audio System developed by BMW M GmbH, offering the occupants a truly outstanding experience 
in sound specifically tailored to the acoustics of the car.

BMW M3 all the way – a high-performance athlete fully suited for everyday use. 

From the 414-hp eight-cylinder power unit all the way to the unique 
BMW Individual High End Audio System, all components in the new 
BMW M3 Coupé and the new BMW M3 Saloon are designed and built 
for top performance. In other words, they are simply ideal for offering 
Sheer Driving Pleasure of the highest calibre. 

The driver is therefore able to experience the qualities of the new BMW M3 high-performance models on the race track and, in exactly the same way, 
in everyday motoring.

Hence, both versions of the BMW M3 are simply perfect for the dedicated motorist seeking to live out his – or her – passion for performance not only in exceptional situations, but also in the “real world”. So within the model port​folio of BMW M GmbH, the BMW M3 is a particularly authentic expression of the philosophy borne out so convincingly by that unique letter M.

The BMW M3 therefore takes up BMW’s great tradition of successful motor​sport cars while at the same time meeting all the challenges of everyday 
life. With its unpretentious but nevertheless muscular aesthetics, this is a sports car with a clear pledge to top performance without unduly flaunting its supreme potential. Both body versions of the new BMW M3, therefore, represent the practical interpretation of a high-performance sports car only one objective in mind: to provide the ultimate driving experience.


The new BMW 1 Series Coupé concentrates on one feature in particular: 
pure driving pleasure. 

Introducing this compact and muscular two-door, BMW is expanding the very successful 1 Series even further. The new model literally begs the enthusiast through its high-performance power unit, agile handling and challengingly dynamic design, to enjoy all the sporting moments of everyday motoring.

As a four-seater with its luggage compartment separated from the passenger compartment and a rear-seat backrest folding down as standard with a 
60 : 40 split, the BMW 1 Series Coupé also offers a high level of practical value.

The primary focus, however, remains on Sheer Driving Pleasure genuine 
BMW style achieving a unique standard particularly in the BMW 135i Coupé: Like the BMW 128i Coupé, this top-of-the-range performer is driven by a straight-six power unit, both versions standing out through supreme efficiency in their respective performance classes.

Moving efficiently and with maximum agility along the lines 
of the BMW 02.

The BMW 1 Series Coupé lives up to its sporting commitment in every respect, the advantages of compact dimensions and low weight being used concisely to optimise the car’s driving dynamics. 

This is not the first time that BMW, entering the segment of smaller vehicles 
in the market, is setting the standard for driving pleasure of the highest calibre. For the BMW 02 Series – and, in particular, the BMW 2002 – introduced in 1966 is acknowledged to this day as the forerunner for driving dynamics and agility. Rear-wheel drive, powerful engines, superior efficiency and space 
for four – these were the elementary features of this unique model series so successful for 12 long years. 

Exterior design: clear distinctions versus the competition. 

In its overall look and appearance, the new BMW 1 Series Coupé raises the design language of this model series to an even higher level. With its sporting proportions, the car holds a unique position in the compact segment, the 


long front end, the passenger cell – or “greenhouse” – moved far to the rear, and the short and snug rear end clearly distinguish this two-door performer from its competitors. 

Seen from the side, the shoulder-line beneath the window area is the most striking highlight of the model, the strongly contoured side-sills accentuating the concave/concave surfaces of the side panels. Together with muscular wheel arches, finally, the powerful contours of the car emphasise the sporting character of the BMW 1 Series Coupé. 

Through its straightforward and active expression at the front, the new Coupé stands out clearly as a fully-fledged member of the BMW 1 Series. The design of the radiator grille, the kidney grille in typical BMW style with its strongly contoured chrome frame, and the headlights all reflect the very special and characteristic look of the brand. 

Another feature typical of a BMW Coupé is the dark, glazed B-pillars creating the impression of one ongoing “line” of windows extending all round the car. 

Forming a distinct contrast to the stable body of the BMW 1 Series Coupé, the greenhouse, as a result of this window design, looks particularly light and agile. 

The Hofmeister “kick” so typical of a BMW is acknowledged as a very impor​tant element offering a very dynamic touch. Another feature characteristic 
of this special Coupé is the roofline extending into the extra-short rear end in a striking angle. The long, frameless doors and the B-pillars with their low 
angle, finally, move the optical centrepoint of the silhouette towards the rear axle, thus providing clear visual reference to the car’s rear-wheel drive.

Horizontal light contours at the rear underlining the powerful character of the car.

The new BMW 1 Series Coupé boasts a muscular and athletic rear end including the fully integrated third brake light. To provide a further sporting feature, the luggage compartment cover comes with a wind flow lip 
literally chiselled into the surface panel, accentuating the short rear end 
and increasing downforce on the rear axle at high speeds.

The arrangement of the individual lights within the L-shaped rear light clusters follows the horizontal arrangement of the lines at the rear of the car, with 
the reversing lights and direction indicators forming a white strip of lights.

Horizontal light rods are also integrated into the rear lights, offering a particularly homogeneous light effect thanks to the light emitted by LEDs.

This design element already well-known from other BMW model series provides a clear signal even in the dark that the 1 Series Coupé is a genuine BMW. The two-stage brake lights coming on and going off as a function 
of the brake force applied are also a special feature typical of BMW serving 
to enhance safety on the road.

Soft radii and horizontal shapes within the interior.

The interior of the BMW 1 Series Coupé offers clear and at the same time solid, sophisticated flair. Dynamic, horizontal elements create a formal connection between the front and rear end, the cockpit is characterised by sweeping, tense lines and surfaces. 

The upper section of the instrument panel is finished in Black, high-quality, naturally-looking surface grain further enhancing the particular touch of quality. The lower section of the dashboard finished, like the rest of the interior, in Black, Grey or Beige, emphasises the horizontal orientation of the car’s inte​rior design and generates a generous feeling of space in the process. 

The control console for entertainment and air conditioning, featuring soft 
radii and flowing surfaces merging with one another, is integrated harmo​niously into the instrument panel, with the Controller of the optional iDrive control system being integrated directly in the centre console in typical 
BMW style.

Galvanised pearl gloss surfaces are featured on the door openers, on the opener for the glove compartment, on the rotary buttons for the radio and 
the optional automatic air conditioning, on the iDrive Controller and on the ornamental brackets highlighting the optional leather sports steering wheel. 

BMW 135i Coupé in a unique look.

The BMW 135i Coupé comes as standard with a modified M Aerodynamics Package, the front air dam with its large central air intake highlighting the sporting character of the car. The two air intakes at the side in a unique, distinctive look border on slightly flared flaps and are split horizontally by a crossbar, adding further emphasis to the wide front section of the 
BMW 135i Coupé. And last but certainly not least, the BMW 135i Coupé boasts chrome-plated kidney rods as yet a further highlight.

The side-sills on the BMW 135i Coupé are flared out even further than usual to provide a most distinctive look. An additional light contour edge, in turn, accentuates the wide shape of the car, and an anthracite-coloured insert is integrated into the rear air dam of the BMW 135i Coupé at the bottom.

The rear air dam as such is wrapped far around the wheels, emphasising the wide track of the car. An additional, small spoiler lip, referred to in motorsport as a gurney flap, finally, serves to further optimise the car’s aerodynamics, while the tailpipe covers are finished in dark chrome.

Four seats and a wide range of customisation options. 

The BMW 1 Series Coupé comes as standard with two single seats at the 
rear offering the passengers superior comfort at all times. The armrests as well 
as the cloth and leatherette inserts integrated in the side panels take up the design of the door linings.

To harmoniously match the interior to the respective colour of the body and to allow individual style and character, the BMW 135i Coupé is available with 
a choice of four upholstery variants: two cloth, one cloth/leather combination, and one leather option. These variants may then be combined with the three interior colour and nine equipment colours.  

The interior trim is available in a choice of six versions including aluminium in fine grain look, highly sophisticated grain poplar, titanium with a special touch of high-tech, as well as high-gloss Diamond Black and Cashmere Silver. 

Pure Energy in the BMW 135i Coupé thanks to 
Twin Turbo Technology. 

The BMW 135i Coupé stands out through a unique level of power and performance in the compact class. This supreme model is powered by 
a 3.0-litre straight-six with Twin Turbo and second-generation direct gasoline injection (High Precision Injection). Maximum output of 300 hp, together 
with peak torque of 300 lb-ft, offer everything it takes to set new standards in driving dynamics.

High Precision Injection is a key function in ensuring maximum fuel economy at all times, the power unit of the BMW 135i Coupé offering a significant 
edge in fuel economy versus an equally powerful turbocharged engine with manifold injection.

Providing a consistent and smooth flow of power and performance, the turbocharged engine again offers that Sheer Driving Pleasure so typical of BMW: Quite comparable in its performance with other cars in higher segments, this two-door athlete accelerates in just 5.3 seconds (provisional figure) to 62 mph, with its top speed limited electronically to 130 mph 
(again provisional). 

BMW 128i Coupé: straight-six with VALVETRONIC and magnesium/aluminium crankcase. 

The BMW 128i Coupé also boasts a straight-six high-performance power 
unit within its engine compartment. Displacing 2,996 cc, the natural-aspiration engine develops maximum output of 230 hp and peak torque of 200 lb-ft. 

Weighing just 161 kilos or 355 lb, the power unit of the BMW 128i Coupé is one of the lightest engines of its kind. With the load resting on the front axle 
being reduced in this way, this athletic two-door is even more agile in practice.

The exceptionally low weight of the engine is attributable above all to its crankcase made of a magnesium shell outside and an aluminium insert inside. A further point is that the cylinder head cover as well as the bedplate are likewise made of extra-light magnesium. And last but not least, the lightweight camshafts developed specifically for this straight-six also help to reduce weight to a minimum.

Fully variable VALVETRONIC valve management and the electrical coolant pump operating on demand also serve to enhance the efficiency of the engine, making the BMW 128i Coupé the top performer in its class in terms 
of both acceleration and fuel economy: Acceleration to 62 mph in the 
BMW 128i Coupé comes in just 6.1 seconds (provisional figure), the top speed of the car is limited to 130 mph (also provisional). 

Elaborate suspension unique Active Steering as an option.

The new BMW 128i Coupé conveys the power of the engine to the road through the rear wheels in typical BMW style. This construction philosophy (engine at the front, drive wheels at the rear) ensures optimum traction, excellent front-to-rear weight distribution, supreme directional stability, and safe handling.

A further advantage is superior agility on the road thanks to the clear separa​tion of the drivetrain and the steering. The precise rack-and-pinion steering with integrated Servotronic for speed-related power assistance guarantees excellent directional stability and exact feedback on road condi​tions thanks to the flow of power going to the rear wheels and thus avoiding any effect on 
the steering itself. The BMW 135i Coupé is also available as an option 
with Active Steering adjusting the steering transmission ratio to the current road speed of the car. 

At the rear the BMW 135i Coupé features a five-arm axle configuration tailored to the specific requirements of the engines with their superior power and torque. The front axle of the BMW 135i Coupé, in turn, offers a standard of high-tech design and construction quite unique in the compact class, with the double-joint spring-strut tiebar axle complete with its anti-roll bar being 
made largely of aluminium. The result is an optimum combination of superior stiffness and low weight contributing together with the extra-stable track control arms and rods as well as the exact wheel guidance to the car’s superior driving dynamics.

The BMW 135i Coupé comes as standard on 18-inhc light-alloy wheels, further standard features being the M Sports Suspension and high-performance brakes made up of six-piston fixed callipers at the front and 
two-piston fixed calliper brakes at the rear. 

Perfect control at all times.

ABS anti-lock control of the brakes and ASC Automatic Stability Control preventing an individual drive wheel from spinning when setting off also come as standard. 

Likewise fitted as a standard feature CBC Cornering Brake Control stabilises the car when applying the brakes in a bend. 

All of these functions are included within the overall DSC Dynamic Stability Control system, driving stability also being ensured by DTC Dynamic Traction Control intentionally allowing higher slip on the drive wheels when setting off on loose surfaces or in the interest of particularly dynamic lateral acceleration.

Software-controlled locking function on the differential improving traction on the BMW 135i Coupé.

To ensure optimum traction at all times despite the supreme power of the engine and its muscular torque, the new BMW 135i Coupé comes with special traction-enhancement features developed specifically for this model. The focus in this process of development was on ensuring a sporting and ambitious style of motoring, for example when accelerating out of a bend or hairpin.

To enhance traction in the DSC-off mode, that is with DSC switched off completely, a software-controlled locking function on the differential serves to slow down any of the drive wheels threatening to spin in a smooth and precise process. This promotes the car’s acceleration and pulling force without influencing its steering behaviour in any way. 

High level of safety exceeding international standards.

The safety concept of the BMW 1 Series Coupé is based on the extra-strong and sturdy bodyshell boasted by the entire model series. High-strength steel, the unique body structure of the Coupé, and special deformation elements serve to maintain and, indeed, outperform all legal standards in the international market, setting the foundation for excellent results in all safety tests relevant the world over.

The very best results are to be expected, for example, particularly in the 
IIHS side impact crash test, with six airbags, crash-optimised seats, 
three-point inertia-reel seat belts and headrests offering the occupants in 
the BMW 1 Series Coupé optimum safety and protection at all times.

Premium standard also in terms of equipment. 

Featuring a wide range of equipment previously to be found above all in upmarket segments, the BMW 1 Series Coupé again proves its premium character in terms of both comfort and safety. These features include optionally available bi-xenon headlights and Adaptive Headlights also available as an option complete with integrated Bending Lights for extra safety 
in the dark. 

In conjunction with an optional navigation system, the BMW 1 Series Coupé 
is fitted with BMW iDrive control. Via the central Controller – and, as a further option, via voice entry – iDrive enables the driver to intuitively mastermind a
ll secondary and comfort functions in Communication, Air Conditioning, Entertainment and Navigation.

The audio systems available in the BMW 1 Series Coupé are among the 
most sophisticated and outstanding in this segment. Individual, personalised diver​sity in choosing the entertainment programme is ensured by a USB interface available as an option, supplementing the AUX-in bush featured 
as standard and enabling the user to integrate an external MP3 player such as an Apple iPod into the audio system. A further option is to connect a conven​tional USB stick for playing music files through the car’s audio system.

Seats adjustable in height for both the driver and front passenger as well 
as electric windowlifts naturally come as standard in the BMW 1 Series Coupé. As a feature quite unusual in a coupé, the rear-seat backrests can be folded down in a 60 : 40 split, further increasing the capacity of the luggage compart​ment from the standard 370 litres or 12.95 cu ft. An optional 12-volt power socket in the luggage compartment, finally, enables the user to connect external appliances such as a cooling box.

M Sports Package for enhanced dynamics and a striking look.                                    The particularly sporting driver of a BMW 1 Series Coupé is able to further upgrade his or her car with various components from the wide range offered by BMW M GmbH, creating an even more dynamic look and enhanced performance on the road.

As a perfect match for the modified M Aerodynamics Package featured as standard on the BMW 135i, sports seats in a combination of cloth and Sensatec, door entry trim strips with the M logo, the M leather steering wheel and the M footrest for the driver’s left foot offer further amenities within 
the M Sports Package.

The gaiters on the gearshift lever and handbrake, as well as the handbrake handle, in turn, are finished in soft nappa leather. And as an exclusive feature 
in conjunction with the M Sports Package, the BMW 1 Series Coupé is also available in special Le Mans Blue Metallic paintwork.


The BMW Group is writing history in the world of the automobile: Introducing BMW Hydrogen 7, BMW is presenting the world’s first hydrogen-powered luxury saloon virtually free of emissions in everyday use. Indeed, this new model is an outstanding milestone in entering a new age of sustained mobility.

BMW Hydrogen 7 is powered by a hydrogen combustion engine and has gone through the complete process of series development as the result of a consistent strategy through which the BMW Group is offering future-oriented hydrogen drive for everyday use in today’s world.

BMW Hydrogen 7 has been built in a small series of 100 vehicles made 
avai​lable to selected representatives of the political world, business and society for everyday, practical use. Within just a few months, these pioneers have already covered more than 2 million kilometres in Europe, the USA 
and other parts of the world with BMW Hydrogen 7. Such thorough and consistent practical use of the hydrogen saloon clearly proves that this drive concept focusing on mobility free of pollutants meets the requirements 
of everyday traffic and is therefore a realistic option for the future.

As the first celebrity to receive BMW Hydrogen 7, German Minister of Economic Affairs, Michael Glos, has already been convinced of the everyday qualities of this future-oriented drive concept. In the meantime many other personalities in public life are regular users of this hydrogen saloon, among 
the Vice-President of the EU Commission, Günter Verheugen, the EU commissioner for Energy, Andris Piebalgs, the Deputy Lord Mayor of London, Nicky Gavron, and the Lord Mayor of Munich, Christian Ude. 

Numerous celebrities in the movie world and show business have also used 
the option to experience the future of mobility at the wheel of BMW Hydrogen 7 not only in Germany, but also in the USA. The exclusive group of celebrities involved includes stars such as Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie, Sharon Stone, Richard Gere, Kevin Kline and Christopher Lee, as well as German film director and Oscar prize winner Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck.

Dual-mode combustion engine for maximum range.
BMW Hydrogen 7 is a revolutionary development within the BMW 7 Series. The engine, suspension and body of this new model are based on the concept of the BMW 760i and BMW 760Li Saloons. 

BMW Hydrogen 7 comes with a dual-mode twelve-cylinder combustion engine able to run on both hydrogen and conventional gasoline. The power unit develops maximum output of 260 hp and accelerates this unique hydrogen saloon to 62 mph in 9.5 seconds.

Top speed of BMW Hydrogen 7 is limited electronically to 143 mph. 

Driving this new, revolutionary hydrogen saloon in typical BMW style is therefore a truly outstanding pleasure and experience, especially considering that with this highly innovative new vehicle the BMW Group is pointing into 
a sustainable future of individual mobility independent of fossil fuels. 

The truly revolutionary development in BMW Hydrogen 7 is the dual-mode combustion engine based on the twelve-cylinder 6.0-litre VALVETRONIC gasoline power unit in the BMW 7 Series. Maximum torque of 390 Newton-metres/287 lb-ft comes at an engine speed of 4,300 rpm. 

The essential difference is that this dual-mode combustion engine is able to run on both hydrogen or gasoline in the same cylinders, an innovation made possible by the newly developed, ultra-precise control and management technology switching over the engine from hydrogen to gasoline without the slightest delay. 

Despite the different combustion qualities of these two fuels, engine output 
is exactly the same in both cases. The range available in the hydrogen mode is more than 200 kilometres or 125 miles, with another 500 kilometres or 
310 miles in the conventional gasoline mode.

As a result, the hydrogen car offers a high and flexible standard of mobility, 
also on longer distances further away from the nearest filling station. 
Even where hydrogen is not available, the car thus retains its everyday driving qualities, practical value and driving experience at all times.

The BMW Group has consciously opted in favour of a combustion engine in order to create greater momentum for the enhanced acceptance and propaga​tion of hydrogen as drive energy. A further advantage is that the combustion engine uses mature technology and fulfils all requirements to offer the driving dynamics so typical of a BMW. 

The injection valves – the key technology.

In the gasoline mode the engine injects fuel directly, in the hydrogen mode the fuel/air mixture is formed in the intake ducts. New injection valves developed for this purpose inject exactly the right amount of hydrogen into the intake air within hundredths of a second.

Since hydrogen burns up to ten times faster than conventional fuels, the engine management of the dual-mode combustion engine features special functions. Using BMW’s exclusive, fully variable VALVETRONIC valve management and variable double-VANOS camshaft adjustment, the engineers benefited from the start from ideal technologies serving to optimise the hydrogen combustion process, the charge cycle and mixture formation being tailored specifically to the properties and qualities of the hydrogen/air mixture. 

Pacemaker for reducing CO2 emissions.

In the hydrogen mode BMW Hydrogen 7 emits virtually nothing but vapour – pure water.

Given this full compatibility with the environment, BMW is looking at the use of cars running entirely on hydrogen in future. For the meantime BMW Hydrogen 7 is a significant step in implementing the BMW CleanEnergy environmental strategy seeking in future to promote hydrogen technology as a drive concept 
of the future free of pollutants and with sustainable qualities. In promoting this energy concept and the ideal fuel for the future, the BMW Group is indeed 
acting as the pacemaker.

Vacuum super-insulation for the tank.

The hydrogen tank in BMW Hydrogen 7 takes up about 8 kg (approximately 170 litres/45.0 US gals) of liquid hydrogen, the conventional gasoline 
tank has a capacity of 74 litres/19.6 US gals. The BMW Group has decided 
in favour of liquid hydrogen, since taking up the same space for the tank, 
the amount of energy stored within cryogenic liquid hydrogen compared 
with gaseous hydrogen stored at 700 bar is more than 75 per cent greater, obviously giving the car a longer range.

Serving as the drive energy, liquid hydrogen requires a storage tank with specific technical features. The first point is that hydrogen at ambient pressure does not become liquid until reaching a temperature of  −253oC, requiring 
the development of an innovative vacuum super-insulation tank: The liquid hydrogen tank is a double-wall structure with a 30-millimetre space in 
bet​ween accommodating several layers of aluminium and glass-fibre. 
The insulating effect is the same as that of a layer of styrene no less than 
17 metres or 56 feet thick.

Controlled boil-off effect.

For physical reasons alone, it is impossible to avoid a slight intrusion of heat into the tank. After the vehicle has been parked for 17 hours, therefore, a small amount of fuel will start to boil off. To prevent excess pressure in the tank, 
this fuel boil-off process is controlled by a boil-off management system: Once an ideal level is exceeded, the hydrogen boiling off is allowed to leave the tank through a boil-off valve in a controlled, automated process, mixing with air 
and oxidising in a catalyst with water.

A half-full hydrogen tank will take about 9 days to boil off slowly but surely in 
a controlled process, with enough hydrogen still remaining in the tank for about 20 kilometres or 12 miles in the hydrogen mode.

Should BMW Hydrogen 7 be driven from time to time during this period in the hydrogen mode, internal pressure within the tank will decrease due to the consumption of hydrogen by the engine. Then, after the vehicle has been parked, the 17-hour loss-free parking period starts again.

Filling up the tank with hydrogen: simple, clean and safe.

One of the obvious modifications on the body of BMW Hydrogen 7 compared with the other models in the BMW 7 Series is the transparent LH2 tank filler flap with its stylish chrome surround.

For the driver, the process of filling up the tank with hydrogen is fundamentally the same as the conventional process of filling up the tank with gasoline. 
The only new feature in principle is the pressure- and temperature-proof tank coupling for liquid hydrogen, which the driver attaches to the liquid hydrogen tank pipe on BMW Hydrogen 7 and fastens manually in position. Then the coupling is locked tight automatically by the system and the process of filling the tank starts.

The driver opens and closes the tank filler flap by pressing a button in the cockpit next to the steering wheel, the entire process of filling the tank taking less than eight minutes. This process is just as safe and, thanks to the fully locked tank coupling, even cleaner than when filling up the tank with gasoline.

Discreet and unique design features.

Apart from the LH2 tank filler flap, BMW Hydrogen 7 differs only slightly from the BMW 760Li in its external looks and appearance. Both models have exactly the same exterior dimensions and wheelbase, with the hydrogen saloon standing out in particular through its high powerdome clearly bearing reference to the unique source of power and energy within the car’s body.

Equipped with its H2 injection valves, the dual-mode combustion engine rises up higher than the “standard” power unit. At the rear the car proudly bears the name “Hydrogen 7” on its bootlid, and the word “Hydrogen” is also presented beneath the side direction indicators.

A further sign of distinction is the trim on the rear bumper with its chrome appliqués. And last but not least, the words “BMW Hydrogen Power” on the rear side window sun visors and the door trim strips also bear clear reference to the car’s revolutionary drive technology. 

Hydrogen gauges in the cockpit.

Within the car again only a few details refer to this very special drive technology of the future: Within the instrument cluster of the BMW 7 Series the symbol “H2” has been added to the display with its variable telltales and indicators, coming on brightly when the car is running in the hydrogen mode.

A further point is that BMW Hydrogen 7, apart from the fuel gauge for gasoline, also features an H2 tank gauge showing the tank level in kilos. And last but certainly not least, separate indicators display the overall range still remaining on the fuel available as well as the reserve limits for hydrogen and gasoline.

The most striking modifications within the interior, at least in visual terms, 
are at the back of the car: With the hydrogen tank being positioned beneath the parcel shelf and behind the rear seats, the rear seat bench in 
BMW Hydrogen 7 has been moved approximately 115 millimetres/4.53" 
“further to the front than in the BMW 760Li, or, respectively, approximately 
25 millimetres/1.0” further to the rear than in the “regular” version of the 
BMW 7 Series. And with the rear centre armrest being fitted firmly in position on account of the car’s package, BMW Hydrogen 7 is conceived as a 
four-seater. 

The body: composite carbon-fibre-reinforced construction.

Focusing specifically on the bodyshell of BMW Hydrogen 7, the BMW Group has developed a special, weight-optimised and even more crash-resistant structure made up of carbon-fibre-reinforced plastic (CFP) and steel. This special body sets off the extra weight of the drivetrain and fuel supply system and at the same time fulfils the particular safety requirements made of this innovative vehicle. Among other features, the side frames left and right 
are now reinforced all round by CFP, giving the car the same high standard 
of crash safety and resistance as the BMW 760Li.

Incomparably luxurious.

BMW Hydrogen 7 ensures a truly exceptional driving experience not only through its drive and energy technology, but also though a truly outstanding range of comfort features. These include automatic soft-close doors, laminated glass for supreme climate comfort, BMW’s high-end automatic air conditioning, electric seat adjustment complete with a memory function, auxiliary heating including remote control, a high-beam assistant, a TV function complete with DVB-T reception and a rear monitor, BMW Assist and 
BMW Online telematics services, a separate car telephone at the rear, full preparation for BMW Teleservice, a CD changer for six CDs, a DVD changer 
for six DVDs, a smoker package as well as cupholders front and rear. Further features all coming as standard are head and side airbags front and rear, interior and exterior mirrors with an automatic anti-dazzle function, PDC Park Distance Control, a rain sensor, BMW’s Professional navigation system and Professional HiFi system, lumbar supports for the driver and front passenger as well as seat heating both front and rear.

Comfort access, BMW Online, voice recognition in controlling the navigation system as well as the telephone and audio functions, heating on the steering wheel, electrically adjustable comfort seats, BMW Night Vision and Adaptive Headlights round off the wide range of premium features. Added to this, 
BMW Hydrogen 7 runs on 19-inch light-alloy wheels and comes with the BMW Mobility Set.

The world’s first hydrogen-powered premium car built in series production for everyday use comes as standard with particularly sophisticated metallic paintwork, above all the special colour Blue Water Metallic exclusive to this model highlighting the unique character of BMW Hydrogen 7.

Lightweight aluminium suspension carried over from the 
BMW 7 Series. 

BMW Hydrogen 7 runs on the “regular” lightweight aluminium suspension already featured on the BMW 7 Series as such with its outstanding driving dynamics: The front axle is a double-joint tiebar spring strut configuration, the rear axle an integral-IV multi-arm unit with anti-squat and anti-dive. 

On account of the increase in weight resulting from the addition of hydrogen components, the suspension set-up had to be modified on a number of points, and the rear axle on BMW Hydrogen 7, as on the BMW 7 Series High-Security Saloon, is supplemented by aluminium and steel reinforcements. 

A further point is that BMW’s hydrogen saloon comes as standard with 
BMW AdaptiveDrive combining anti-roll stability with variable damper setting.

High-tech all the way: TPC Tyre Pressure Control. 

BMW Hydrogen 7 comes as standard with the latest generation of sensor-based TPC Tyre Pressure Control using telemetric functions to check tyre pressure. Derived from motorsport, this sophisticated system is particularly accurate and offers the latest state of the art in monitoring tyre pressure. 


The telemetric control unit measures the pressure in each tyre at short intervals, presenting any deviation from the normal pressure for each wheel 
in the instrument cluster.

Safety – the topmost principle.

Developing and building a hydrogen drive car for everyday use, the 
BMW Group obviously attaches utmost significance to maximum safety. All parts and components are designed and built to fulfil the strictest safety requirements, automatically switching over to a safe mode in the event of malfunction. 

With this in mind, the liquid hydrogen tank features not only the boil-off 
management system already mentioned, but also two redundant valves letting off the contents of the tank into the environment in a controlled process in 
the event of high pressure build-up in the tank (for example on account of damage). A further point is that not just the tank, but also all other components and pipes carrying hydrogen are double-walled structures. And last but 
certainly not least, safety functions developed especially for BMW Hydrogen 7 clearly reveal any defects right from the start and initiate an appropriate response. Accordingly, the user is informed of all functional deficiencies in 
the safety system even if they do not present any kind of hazard.

The BMW Group has tested BMW Hydrogen 7 together with the TÜV South Germany Technical Inspection Authority, focusing on all the car’s hydrogen components and successfully completing a wide range of test procedures as well as the homologation requirements made of a series production car. 
Following these many tests and examinations, TÜV South Germany and the German Fire Brigade providing an advisory function arrived at the result that the hydrogen car offers at least the same standard of safety as a conven​tional gasoline car.
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