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GRAND PRIX OF DENVER – ROUND 12 – QUALIFYING

Lee adds a second pole in Denver

Denver, Colo. – August 12, 2006… Matt Lee (Team Autotecnica) followed up his pole performance in yesterday’s Round 11 qualifying to set a new Formula BMW USA qualifying record in this morning’s Round 12 qualifying session. The only driver in the 24-car field to break into the 1:14 minute bracket, his lap of 1:14.952 minutes around the 1.657-mile Grand Prix of Denver circuit gave the 16-year old from Syosset, New York a record of five poles in the 2006 season. Ryan Phinny (Hearn Motorsports) qualified second (1:15.173) for the 16-year old Californian’s first front row start. Point leader Robert Wickens (EuroInternational) will start third (1:15.259), equaling his effort in Round 11 qualifying.

The 30-minute qualifying session ran without incident as the young drivers gained experience with the tight confines of the second temporary street circuit of the year. Lee was on top at the tenth minute and, as it has become the case in Formula BMW USA qualifying, the top-three was not finalized until the closing minutes. Phinny and Wickens fought over the top-three starting positions with Phinny moving to P2 in the final two minutes and Wickens securing P3 as the checkered flag waved.

Maxime Pelletier (Gelles Racing) will roll off fourth, the fastest Rookie in the field and the best starting position to-date for the 15-year old BMW Junior driver. The next fastest Rookies in Round 12 qualifying were Daniel Morad (P6), Sebastian Saavedra (P7), Robert Thorne (P9) and Jordan Dick (P11).

Reed Stevens (HBR Motorsport Team USA) will start fifth to round out the top-five.

Simona De Silvestro (EuroInternational), who qualified 10th today, will start at the rear of the grid. Following post-qualifying inspection her car was found not to be in compliance.
“I am really happy about my second pole this weekend,” said a delighted Lee. “We needed the points. If we are able to finish all remaining races in the top-three I am confident to win the championship. It feels good to be a record breaker and set the fastest lap today. For tomorrow’s race I hope to keep it clean and to win it. In Denver it is a lot easier to stay in front than in San Jose.”
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Phinny said, “I am happy with my second starting position. It was a long qualifying session for me, hunting Matt Lee all the time. We were very close. I am going to start from the front row tomorrow, hope to lead, and win at the end. I really enjoy this race track. Compared to San Jose, it is more fun and higher speed.”

Wickens said, “I feel a lot better than I did yesterday. I got the same position, but the gap is much smaller. I am really looking forward to the race. I think we will have a very good start and will score good points. Matt Lee is still very fast, but maybe we can make some more changes to the car to make it better.”

The Round 11 race is scheduled to start at 12:15 p.m. today and the Round 12 race is scheduled to start at 10:15 a.m. tomorrow.

Qualifying: Round 12
1
Matt Lee 
Team Autotecnica 

1:14.952 (79.587 mph)

2 
Ryan Phinny 
Hearn Motorsports 

1:15.173 

3 
Robert Wickens 
EuroInternational
 
1:15.259 

4
Maxime Pelletier (R) 
Gelles Racing 

1:15.345 

5 
Reed Stevens 
HBR Motorsport Team USA 
1:15.471 

6 
Daniel Morad (R) 
AIM Autosport 

1:15.500

7 
Sebastian Saavedra (R) 
Gelles Racing 

1:15.674
8
John Zartarian 
Gelles Racing 

1:15.780 

9 
Robert Thorne (R) 
Team Autotecnica 

1:15.829

10
Jordan Dick (R) 
Team Apex Racing USA 
1:15.974 

11 
Race Johnson 
HBR Motorsport Team USA 
1:16.014 
12
Adrien Herberts 
Gelles Racing 

1:16.168 

13
David Garza (R) 
EuroInternational 

1:16.309

14  Doug Boyer 
AIM Autosport 

1:16.405 

15
Yannick Hofman 
HBR Motorsport Team USA 
1:16.507
16
Ryan Campbell 
Gelles Racing 

1:16.734
17 
Joel Jackson (R) 
Gelles Racing 

1:16.744 

18 
Philip Major 
Atlantic Racing Team 
1:16.849
19 
Steven Guerrero (R) 
HBR Motorsport Team USA 
1:16.964 

20
Scott Schroeder 
American Spirit Grand Prix 
1:17.096 

21 
Jules Duc 
Hearn Motorsports 

1:17.174
22 
Marco Santos 
Haberfeld & Walker Racing 
1:17.554 

23 
Frankie Muniz 
Jensen Motorsport 

1:17.683

24
Simona de Silvestro 
EuroInternational 

no time* 

* Car #50 excluded for violation of 5.25 Formula BMW USA Regulations

Background:

Formula BMW is the world’s leading entry-level championship in Formula racing. In 2006 the series will be held in Germany, the UK, Asia and the USA. More than 80 up-and-coming drivers, some as young as 15-years old, will compete worldwide. Racing five times in support of the Formula One World Championship, Formula BMW offers a worldwide stage, training through a multifaceted Education and Coaching Program and BMW’s longstanding Junior scholarship for deserving drivers. 

The FB02 race car is propelled by a 140 bhp BMW engine, reaching speeds up to 140 mph. The design exceeds the FIA safety requirements for its class, with the BMW Motorsport developed FORS (Formula Rescue Race Seat), and the mandatory HANS (Head and Neck Support) safety system.

From November 24 to 26, 2006 the Circuit de la Comunitat Valenciana Ricardo Tormo will host the second Formula BMW World Final. Young racing drivers from the four regional Formula BMW series will compete against each other with the winner receiving a test drive with the BMW Sauber F1 Team.
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