Canadian Grand Prix

Montreal, 8th June 2008 

7th of 18 World Championship races

Summary

Historic day for BMW Sauber F1 Team in Montreal:

Kubica and Heidfeld take a one-two.

Montreal (CA). It was a truly historic occasion for the BMW Sauber F1 Team: the maiden race win in the team’s fledgling history turned out a double victory. Robert Kubica of Poland won Sunday’s Canadian Grand Prix ahead of his team-mate Nick Heidfeld, with Scottish driver David Coulthard in a Red Bull completing the podium line-up in Montreal.

It was only the 42nd Grand Prix for the young team. For BMW it was the 20th GP win in Formula One, while for the Sauber crew it was their maiden victory. BMW’s last win had been with the BMW Williams F1 Team in Brazil on 24th October 2004 (Juan Pablo Montoya). The first triumph in a BMW-powered Formula One car was on 13th June 1982, when Brazilian Nelson Piquet won in a Brabham BMW – in none other place than Montreal.

After a bold charge before a crowd of more than 100,000 at the Circuit Gilles Villeneuve, 23-year-old Kubica took the lead in the Drivers’ Championship. The man from Krakow now has 42 points under his belt, placing him four ahead of Lewis Hamilton (McLaren-Mercedes) – who was involved in a collision in the pit lane with Finnish driver Kimi Räikkönen (Ferrari) that put both him and the reigning World Champion out of the race – and Brazilian driver Felipe Massa (Ferrari). Heidfeld is fifth with 28 points, behind Räikkönen (35).

In the Constructors’ Championship the BMW Sauber F1 Team (70) has surged up to within three points of Ferrari (73). McLaren-Mercedes (53) is in third place.

“This is a fantastic result. I’m overwhelmed,” said BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen. “Absolutely everything worked out. We were hoping for a podium place, but not in our wildest dreams did we expect to come away with a one-two finish. Congratulations to Robert and Nick, and above all to the whole team in Munich and Hinwil. We have achieved a milestone. Both drivers put in a flawless race and the strategy worked out perfectly.”

A triumphant Kubica for once abandoned his characteristic coolness to rejoice with abandon: “I’m very happy at having won the first race for the BMW Sauber F1 Team. I’m also happy for Poland and all my fans. It was a very difficult race for me. I started on the dirty side of the track and Kimi Räikkönen almost got past me. I only just managed to keep him behind me. The timing of the Safety Car phase was unlucky for me. I was about to pit but then had to stay out on the track. The yellow light came on three seconds too soon. After pitting I stopped at the exit because of the red light. Kimi stopped next to me, and then I heard a shunt as Lewis Hamilton drove into the back of him. I should be grateful to him that he chose Kimi and not me. After this stop I got stuck behind the one-stoppers and lost a lot of time. Timo Glock was the last of them to go into the pits. Only then was the road clear for me. I had only eight laps to build up the necessary lead of 21 seconds. It was a challenge, but in the end I had a margin of 24 seconds, and that meant I could stay in front of Nick. From that moment on I took things a bit easier, but even then you can easily make mistakes here, especially because the track surface was broken in parts. But it all worked out fine, and now I’m just really happy.”

Heidfeld, recently the subject of strong criticism, similarly had every reason to celebrate: “Congratulations to Robert for winning this race, which he really deserved. Finishing second after starting from eighth is a great result, especially considering the difficult time I have had recently. I got off to a bad start and lost a place to Rubens Barrichello. Fortunately I managed to get past him again. From that moment on I was one of the fastest cars in the field. I carried on when most of the others were putting in pit stops – the plan was for me to have a long first race stretch. I really put everything into that phase. Then we switched to a one-stop strategy – with a heavy fuel load and the soft tyres. That was a challenge, but I managed to keep Alonso behind me. After his second stop Robert stayed in front of me and I brought home second place. Many thanks to the team in Hinwil, who built me a new chassis after the accident in Monaco when Alonso drove into my side.”

Technical Director Willy Rampf was likewise overwhelmed: “What a day! I can’t really put into words what I feel after this race. Both drivers and the whole team did a perfect job. Robert lost time when he was stuck behind a number of slower cars as a result of the Safety Car phase, but he made up for it again by putting in a sensational spurt which earned him his victory. For Nick things went extemely well – we mustn’t forget that he started in eighth place. In the race he was the fastest on the track several times. Switching him to a one-stop strategy was a considerable risk, especially as it meant he had to drive on the softer option tyres for a very long time. Today it all paid off – every decision on the day and the work of the last two and a half years.” 

Practice and qualifying.

Summer didn’t show up in Quebec until Saturday. Both of Friday’s 90-minute practice sessions took place in variable track conditions. At the start of the first session it was raining, and only at the end was there an opportunity for a few laps on dry tyres. Afternoon practice on a dry track was commensurately busy. Kubica came second in both sessions, Heidfeld fourth and sixth.

The third free practice session on Saturday morning was held in considerably higher temperatures. Neither driver managed to get up to speed: Kubica finished 11th and Heidfeld slipped down to 18th place in the practice session that serves as a preparation for qualifying. 

Consequently the team was all the more delighted at the qualifying result: Kubica was second fastest to secure a place on the front row of the grid. This time Heidfeld also managed to bring the second F1.08 securely into the top ten qualifying fold by finishing eighth.

Conditions for qualifying were extremely challenging. Normally the state of the track steadily improves during qualifying, but in Montreal it just got worse and worse. The surface was breaking up in parts, and the accumulation of “marbles” next to the racing line acted like loose gravel. It is a safety-related issue and nothing new: by the end of last year’s race the dirty track looked in an extremely sorry state. This year, the problem already reared its ugly head in the first qualifying segment. In what seemed a futile overnight operation, some sections of the track were repaired in time for Sunday’s race.

Under these circumstances it was difficult to decide on which tyre compounds to choose during qualifying. Kubica drove his last lap on the harder prime tyres while Heidfeld went for the softer option. 

With seconds to go, Hamilton snatched pole position from Kubica’s grasp. Räikkönen came third ahead of Fernando Alonso (Renault). The third row was shared by Nico Rosberg (Williams) and Massa, followed by Heikki Kovalainen (McLaren-Mercedes) and Heidfeld. Rubens Barrichello (Honda) and Mark Webber (Red Bull) rounded off the top ten qualifiers.

Start and finish.

At the start Kubica managed to defend his second place against Räikkönen. Heidfeld, on the other hand, lost a position and ended the first lap in ninth place. On lap 5 he passed Barrichello on the inside of the hairpin to reclaim eighth place. After that he was intermittently the fastest driver in the race and managed to close the gap to Kovalainen.

The retirement of Adrian Sutil (Force India) brought on the Safety Car. Sutil’s car had caught fire and had to be removed. Thus lap 19 saw half the field come in for fuel, including Kubica, who picked up a second set of primes. The headlong rush to the pits led to a pile-up: as Kubica was about to leave the pit lane alongside Räikkönen, the two drivers braked in response to the red light. Hamilton was approaching from behind and crashed into Räikkönen’s rear, followed by Rosberg going into the back of Hamilton. It was the end of the race for Hamilton and Räikkönen. Heidfeld had stayed out on the track and now led the race. Kubica was in tenth place behind a string of slower cars.

On lap 29 Heidfeld came into the pits for his single stop. He switched from primes to scrubbed tyres – and his car was tanked up to the brim. He rejoined the race just in front of Kubica. The Pole was clearly faster than Heidfeld with his fuel-heavy car, and on lap 31 the German let his team-mate past. He then had Alonso snapping at his heels, but Heidfeld stood up to the pressure from the Spaniard, who made some mistakes and ultimately spun out of the race.

When Timo Glock (Toyota) turned off into the pits as the last of the one-stoppers, the BMW Sauber F1 Team assumed a one-two lead from lap 42 on. Kubica, with a clear road ahead at last, extended his lead to 25 seconds – sufficient for him to remain in front of his team-mate after a second pit stop. “You’ve made it! Bring it home!” was the radio message to Kubica. Heidfeld, meanwhile, was urged to “Take it easy, you’re safe.” Nothing more stood in the way of a clean sweep. 

History and background.

2008 marked the 40th Canadian Grand Prix, held for the 30th time in Montreal. The first Canadian GP was held in Mosport in 1967, followed by a further seven at that venue. Mont-Tremblant hosted two GPs. Formula One has been staged in Montreal since 1978 on a circuit named after the winner of the inaugural race, Gilles Villeneuve.

Since last year the race track has seen a number of modifications. Firstly, a safety fence has been installed along the wall into which Kubica crashed last year to ensure that cars glide along it rather than crashing into it as in 2007. Secondly, the paddock has been modernised to provide teams with new offices and other facilities.

The site on Notre Dame island where the non-permanent race track is located was the venue for the 1967 World Expo and for the Olympic Games in 1976. 

Montreal is in eastern Canada and, with 1.6 million inhabitants, is the country’s second-largest city as well as the capital of Quebec Province, in which 80 percent of the population are French-speakers. 3.7 million people live in the greater Montreal area. The city is on the Île de Montreal at the confluence of the Ottawa and St Lawrence rivers. The 233-metre-high Mont Royal in the centre of the island gave its name to the city, which was founded by French discoverers in 1642 as Ville-Marie-de-Montreal. The Port de Montreal is still an important stop for all ships en route to the Great Lakes. The region’s climate is distinguished by extremely cold winters and brief, hot summers. 

Results and points. 

1. Robert Kubica (BMW Sauber F1 Team), 1 hr 36:24.447 min

2. Nick Heidfeld (BMW Sauber F1 Team), + 16.495 sec

3. David Coulthard (Red Bull Racing), + 23.352 sec

4. Timo Glock (Panasonic Toyota Racing), + 42.627 sec

5. Felipe Massa (Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro), + 43.934 sec

6. Jarno Trulli (Panasonic Toyota Racing), + 47.775 sec

7. Rubens Barrichello (Honda Racing F1 Team), + 53.597 sec

8. Sebastian Vettel (Scuderia Toro Rosso), + 54.120 sec

Drivers’ Championship:

  1. Kubica 42

  2. Hamilton 38

  3. Massa 38

  4. Räikkönen 35

  5. Heidfeld 28

  6. Kovalainen 15

      Webber 15

  8. Trulli 12

  9. Alonso 9

10. Rosberg 8

11. Nakajima 7

12. Coulthard 6

13. Glock 5

      Vettel 5

      Barrichello 5

16. Button 3

17. Bourdais 2

Constructors’ Championship:

1. Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro 73

2. BMW Sauber F1 Team 70

3. Vodafone McLaren Mercedes 53

4. Red Bull Racing 21

5. Panasonic Toyota Racing 17

6. AT&T Williams 15

7. ING Renault F1 Team 9

8. Honda Racing F1 Team 8

9. Scuderia Toro Rosso 7

