450cc sports enduro gets its first podium

The Austrian Cross Country Championship (ACC) race in Reisersberg was another testing ground for the 450cc sports enduro prototype last weekend and the results were almost perfect. After its outing a week previously at the German Cross Country Championship round in Walldorf, the aim for Reisersberg was to test further improvements to the engine. And the final conclusion was that things are progressing very well in this machine’s development.
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It was factory rider Simo Kirssi’s job to go full race distance on the sports enduro at a swift, competitive speed. This worked perfectly – in fact a sensation almost occurred. The Flying Finn did not get away to an ideal start due to his relatively high starting number and first had to fight his way through a pack of riders. Meanwhile the leader – ACC champion Rudi Pöschl – had built up a 30-second lead. As soon as he had a clear track in front of him, Kirssi started the chase for real. At around half race distance, Simo had the Austrian in his sights and finally caught and passed him – having put in the fastest lap of the race in the process.

To avoid risking anything, a pit stop was planned at this stage. Everything seemed fine mechanically, so Simo got the ‘green light’ for another chase, as Pöschl had just passed him once again. But just like in the first half of the race, Simo was able to catch and overtake Pöschl as they neared the finishing line. Unfortunately for Simo, he got caught ‘in traffic’ when he came up against a group of lapped riders and Pöschl was lucky enough to find a gap to get past them. So at the end of it all, the rider on the 450cc sports enduro ‘only’ managed second place.

 “Well, I can’t say I’m dissatisfied,” said Simo after the race. “As I was approaching the finish I thought the win was a done deal, but that’s racing for you – there’s always a bit of luck involved. I’m happy at the team’s progress though and we’ve certainly proved that the bike has the potential to win.”

Understandably, there were plenty of satisfied faces within the BMW Motorrad camp. Furthermore, Kirssi was by far the fastest rider in the field and the sports enduro prototype was also the fastest machine out there, as demonstrated by the lap times.
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ACC Reisersberg results

1. Rudi Pöschl, 19 laps, 2:07:02.18

2. Simo Kirssi, 19 laps, 2:07:06.36

3. Daniel Stocker, 19 laps, 2:12:46.47

4. Thomas Günther, 18 laps, 2:08:49.59

5. Mattias Fält, 18 laps, 2:12:13.81

