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1. New championship, new goals.

Wanted: the best touring car driver in the world.

It’s curtains up for the first World Touring Car Championship since 1987. 
In the new FIA WTCC, 26 drivers and eight manufacturers are vying for top honours in international touring car racing. BMW is fielding three national teams in the series, all of which aim to perpetuate the successes of the past with the tried and tested BMW 320i. At the end of the last European Championship for the foreseeable future, the 2004 Drivers’ and Manufacturers’ titles went to Munich, while among the privateers the Independents Trophy was won by Tom Coronel (NLD), another BMW driver.

“Compared to previous years, interest in the series should see a significant boost”, says BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen. “With its upgrading to a World Championship, the WTCC is the third FIA series, after Formula One and the Rally World Championship, to be endorsed as a world championship. Thanks to new manufacturers joining the series, the level of the championship will be further raised. I am sure that spectators can expect some exciting racing once more.”  

BMW has already seen success in a World Touring Car Championship. 
In 1987, Roberto Ravaglia (ITA) drove a BMW M3 to win the only World Championship title in touring car racing to date. Ravaglia is also involved in the latest series – this time round as the manager of BMW Team Italy-Spain. 
“I have won a lot of titles in my career”, recalls the Italian. “But being World Champion was by far the greatest success. It is very special to me to be involved again. As a team manager, I’m sure it’s going to be more difficult than in the past.”

Continuity behind the wheel of the BMW 320i.
BMW Team Italy-Spain is one of three customer teams competing with the backing of BMW sales companies in Germany, Italy, Spain and Britain. 
This year sees Ravaglia Motorsport once again investing its trust in the driving skills of Antonio Garcia (ESP) and Alessandro Zanardi (ITA), who will be 
driving a specially adapted BMW 320i again. In 2004, Andy Priaulx (GBR) secured the Drivers’ title in the FIA ETCC. Together with RBM team manager Bart Mampaey (BEL), he aims to repeat this success for BMW Team UK at a world championship level. Competing for BMW Team Deutschland – Schnitzer Motorsport are Dirk Müller (Burbach) and Jörg Müller (Hückelhoven). 
This year the squad directed by experienced team manager Charly Lamm (Freilassing) is also serving as the development team for BMW Motorsport.

High-calibre customer sport.
The BMW 320i WTCC with its two-litre straight-six enters its final season as the racing car for the national BMW teams. In keeping with the tight Super Production Regulations, the car has again been given detail improvements by BMW Motorsport. For 2006, the Munich engineers are already working on 
a racing version of the new E90 range.

Since their debut in 1977, the racing models of the BMW 3 Series have made their mark in the touring car arena. Of the current E46 range alone, 
BMW Motorsport has sold 110 virtually identical racing kits to customer teams around the world. Theissen: “BMW has always been concerned, beyond 
its works involvement, to offer customer teams a competitive yet affordable sports machine. Our customers can buy the 320i as a Super 2000 or 
Super Production Kit complete with engine from BMW Motorsport and use 
it in race series all over the world.”

An excellent match: BMW and touring car racing.
In no discipline has BMW managed to secure as many successes as in touring car racing. 20 FIA-sanctioned European Championship titles and victory 
in the 1987 World Championship make up the company’s impressive tally. 
By the end of the last two seasons, BMW had made it to the top of the constructors’ standings in the FIA ETCC. In 2004, Priaulx helped the Munich squad to its first Drivers’ title in this championship.

That success story is set to continue this year. “Touring car racing has a high standing at BMW”, notes Theissen. “That is why our declared aim is to defend our titles. We want to build the best and fastest car in the field once again. 
In terms of drivers we have a good lineup again. But we are in no doubt that the competition is going to grow.”

FIA WTCC – a global event.
It isn’t only the field of starters in the World Touring Car Championship that will be more interesting than in recent European Championship years: the racing calendar, too, reflects the new direction of the championship. In all, ten events in three continents are on the agenda. Per race weekend, drivers will compete in two races covering a minimum distance of 50 kilometres each.

New additions to the calendar are the races in Puebla (MEX), Istanbul (TUR) and Macau (MAC). For the first time, the legendary Guia Race in Macau forms part of an international touring car championship. In 2004, Jörg Müller celebrated victory there and became the first driver to win both the touring car  and the prestigious Formula 3 race in the former Portuguese colony. 
His fellow BMW driver and FIA ETCC champion Priaulx finished as runner-up 

to complete the one-two win for BMW. Silverstone (GBR) will also see two championship races again. That means the FIA WTCC 2005 is being staged at six circuits which also form part of the Formula One calendar. The Istanbul Otodrom, for example, will be inaugurated on the occasion of the Turkish Grand Prix on 21st August, while just four weeks later the FIA WTCC drivers will be battling for championship points on the circuit designed by Aachen-based architect Hermann Tilke.

Fit for a demanding season.
Following last year’s precedent, the BMW drivers in the FIA WTCC and those lined up for the Nürburgring 24 Hour Race prepared for the season together. Under the guidance of race medic Dr Vincenzo Tota, the drivers worked together in Italy to get into shape. The programme of the BMW fitness week from 25th February to 2nd March covered a thorough medical checkup, 
special gymnastic exercises, strength and stamina training, psychological and reaction training, as well as physiotherapy. In addition, an individual training schedule was drawn up for each driver.

Strong field of starters and BMW drivers on a private mission. 

26 cars representing eight manufacturers with drivers from ten countries 
have registered for the FIA WTCC before the start of the season. 
Among them are three BMW drivers competing for the Independents 
Trophy for private entrants.
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2. Circuits.

Exciting races on three continents.

2005 sees touring car racing turn its focus on the World Championship title again for the first time since 1987. This is graphically reflected in the racing calendar of the FIA WTCC. The 20 races in the series are to take place on three continents – Europe, Asia and North America. Three circuits are marking their debut as venues for a World Championship race. On 26th June, 
the FIA WTCC will be hosted by Puebla in Mexico. This circuit at an altitude of 2,200 metres has been modernised at great cost in order to gain World Championship approval from the FIA.

The Istanbul Otodrom will welcome the FIA WTCC teams on 18th September. A good month before that, the new circuit from the drawing board of Aachen architect Hermann Tilke will also be hosting the first Formula One Grand Prix to be held in Turkey. In addition, the legendary Guia Race of Macau joins the racing calendar of the World Touring Car Championship. Last year, Jörg Müller of BMW Team Deutschland claimed a triumphant victory there, becoming the first driver to win both the Formula 3 race and the touring car race in Macau.

The FIA WTCC circuits for season 2005 at a glance:

Monza, Italy – Race 1 and 2

[image: image7.png]o e o o B 3
e
[EIOT= .o i vinioms i irancee = =R
=] B3 Wechwenza

ST
12 And
(S La Source.
2 pan
(ST
2 Joct
ST

Eau Rouge.
Raidillion

Les Combes

Maimedy

Stavelot

QO % F|PRlan|XsHE QO
=
Sercc
5 events
& 2 Pressematerial
& £ FotosPm

122 BMW -3 in Action
122 orivers

12 Journalist

0 strecken

(22 -3 with Drivers.

(22 Fahrertags
12 Formel 1

122 Formel B
122 Goodwood

12D Kotti- Heiki
2 10605

(22 Merchandise
122 Messen

(22 MINI Challengs
122 Motorsport Stammische.
122 Motorsport_Alt

(22 Motorsportparty

Typs Paint shop Pro 6 Bid Grofe: 130 KB 30ke

Bistart| | (@ 5 & > | alcnfPRINT server | [ inbox -Miroso..| 1833 tnternet Ex... | [ 0raket@kc2 . [ [ spads_mapa.

Internet

5 Microsoft ... -| [ mirosoft excel .| |





Circuit: Autodromo Nazionale di Monza
Length: 5.770 km

Laps: 9 (51.93 km) 

Web: www.monzanet.it
Winners FIA ETCC 2004: G. Tarquini (Alfa), J. Müller (BMW)
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Magny-Cours, France – Race 3 and 4
Circuit: Circuit de Nevers Magny-Cours       Length: 4.410 km

Laps: 12 (52.92 km)
                  Web: www.magnyf1.com
Winners FIA ETCC 2004: D. Müller (BMW), A. Priaulx (BMW)

Silverstone, United Kingdom – Race 5 and 6
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Circuit: Silverstone Circuit
                   Length: 3.662 km

Laps: 14 (51.268 km)
                   Web: www.silverstone-circuit.co.uk Winners FIA ETCC 2004: event not in calendar

Imola, San Marino – Race 7 and 8
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Circuit: Autodromo Enzo e Dino Ferrari          Length: 4.933 km

Laps: 11 (54.263 km) 
                    Web: www.autodromoimola.com

Winners ETCC 2004: both races G. Tarquini (Alfa)
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Puebla, Mexico – Race 9 and 10

Circuit: Miguel E. Abed International Racetrack
Length: 3.310 km

Laps: 16 (52,96 km) 

Web: –

Winners FIA ETCC 2004: event not in calendar

Spa-Francorchamps, Belgium – Race 11 and 12

Circuit: Circuit de Spa-Francorchamps
Length: 6.973 km

Laps: 8 (55.784 km)

Web: www.spa24hours.com 
Winners FIA ETCC 2004: D. Müller (BMW), J. Müller (BMW)

Oschersleben, Germany – Race 13 and 14


Circuit: Motopark Oschersleben

Length: 3.667 km

Laps: 14 (51.338 km)

Web: www.motopark.de

Winners FIA ETCC 2004: A. Priaulx (BMW), R. Rydell (SEAT)

Istanbul, Turkey – Race 15 and 16

Circuit: Istanbul Otodrom  
                 Length: 5.378 km

Laps: 10 (53.78 km)
                 Web: www.msoistanbul.com

Winners FIA ETCC 2004: event not in calendar

Valencia, Spain – Race 17 and 18

Circuit: Circuit de la Comunitat
 Length: 4.005 km

Laps: 13 (52.065 km) 
                Web: www.circuitvalencia.com 

Winners FIA ETCC 2004: G. Tarquini (Alfa), F. Giovanardi (Alfa)

Macau, Macau – Race 19 and 20

Circuit: Circuito da Guia
 Length: 6.120 km

Laps: 9 (55.08 km) 
                Web: www.macau.grandprix.gov.mo 
Winners FIA ETCC 2004: event not in calendar

3. Calendar and TV coverage.

Date

Race
TV broadcast (CET)



EUROSPORT

10 April

Monza, Italy 

15:00–16:00 hrs

01 May 
   
Magny-Cours, France 
15:00–16:00 hrs

15 May

Silverstone, Great Britain
15:00–16:00 hrs

29 May

Imola, Italy

15:00–16:00 hrs

26 June
   
Puebla, Mexico 

23:00–00:50 hrs

30 July
Spa, Belgium

12:00–13:50 hrs

28 August 
Oschersleben, Germany 
15:00–16:00 hrs

18 September 
Istanbul, Turkey

15:00–16:00 hrs
02 October
Valencia, Spain 

15:00–16:00 hrs

20 November
Macau, China 

09:45–11:00 hrs

Press information on all race weekends is downloadable at www.press.bmw.com.

The following texts are available: Preview (Monday), Qualifying Report (Saturday), Race Report (Sunday).

Analyses and general information on the championship can be found at www.bmw-motorsport.com, www.fiawtcc.com
The EUROSPORT television channel will feature detailed reports on the FIA WTCC race weekends as well as broadcasting the races live.

Day
Contents
Duration
 Start
Finish

Saturday
Qualifying (live)
   35’
15:15 hrs
15:50 hrs

News
   05’
17:30 hrs
17:35 hrs

Sunday
Warm-up (live)
   30’
09:30 hrs
10:00 hrs

1st race (live)
   45’
15:00 hrs
15:45 hrs

2nd race (live)
   45’
16:05 hrs
16:50 hrs

News
   05’ 
17:30 hrs 
17:35 hrs

Thursday
Highlights 
   26’
20:00 hrs
20:26 hrs

The TV rights for the FIA WTCC are distributed through EUROSPORT and 
are available to national terrestrial channels as well as international cable and satellite networks.

Contact (TV rights):
EUROSPORT – Julien Bergeaud
Email: jbergeaud@eurosport.com
Tel.: (+33) 1 40 93 82 37

4. Interview with Dr Mario Theissen.

Dr Mario Theissen, born on 17th August 1952 in Monschau (GER), has been actively involved in engine development at BMW for more than 25 years. 
As BMW Motorsport Director, he has since 1999 been responsible for all of BMW’s motor racing projects. 

Interview with Mario Theissen:

The FIA WTCC will be held on three continents. Do you welcome the internationalism of the series?
We are delighted about it. This upgrading to a World Championship shows that the concept of the series is a success. In 2005 there will be six manufacturers involved, with more already queueing up. That also means a bigger field of drivers. The FIA WTCC could well become the world’s leading touring car series.

Where does the special appeal of the FIA WTCC lie?
Developing cars that we can pass on to customer teams plays a crucial role 
for us. It’s the basis of the success story of BMW touring car racing. We have already sold 110 racing versions of the latest BMW 320i. It means that customers can buy from us the exact car that we are using in the FIA WTCC and use it in races in the national markets as well.

What about the spectators?
The ETCC races were incredibly exciting. That won’t be any different in the World Championship. Last year we witnessed a great deal of door-to-door contact and there was plenty of very close action on the circuit. For me that is what makes for the best in touring car racing. Then there’s the new internationalism of touring car sport, of course. The increased number of entrants will ensure even greater excitement. I am expecting the FIA WTCC to attract a lot of attention this year. 

Can Formula One learn from the FIA WTCC in any areas? 
It is difficult to draw comparisons between the two series. In Formula One the regulations are drawn up first, then you develop the cars accordingly. 
It’s different in the case of touring cars. The vehicles constitute the basis of the series. According to the regulations, they are then brought onto a similar level so that an exciting competition ensues. In the FIA ETCC this worked superbly. 

The FIA is now keeping a very close watch on the WTCC as well to ensure that costs don’t spiral. Each change is discussed with the manufacturers. It’s a system that has proved very effective in recent years.

In terms of drivers, the BMW national teams are focusing on continuity. How would you describe the quintet? 
It is always advisable to have a good mix of young and experienced drivers in the lineup. We have a few old troopers in our team who know every trick in the book. That applies to Jörg Müller and to Alessandro Zanardi, of course, who we are delighted to see taking part again. Dirk Müller has long been a name in GT and touring car racing, and Antonio Garcia is, as it were, the new recruit. Andy Priaulx, the reigning European Champion, is of course a strong driver too. In the last two years he has given an impressive account of how one can get the maximum out of the means available.

Has BMW Motorsport been able to improve on the BMW 320i?
We have evolved the car within the stipulated limits, as every year. Basically, the BMW 320i has reached the end of its development life. It will be fielded for the last time this year. Therefore, major leaps were no longer possible. 
But as everyone knows, you can always manage something. The developers have come up with something for this season again.

Does that also apply to the modifications to Alessandro Zanardi’s car? 

Yes. In 2004, we developed a special throttle on the steering wheel for 
the first time. That has worked pretty well already. At the end of the season we all got together again. He explained what wasn’t working yet so well. 
Then in the winter the system was revised. The new system has been completed in time, and Alessandro seems to be managing very well with it.

What do you have lined up to succeed the current BMW 320i?
For 2006 we are preparing the next generation of the BMW 320i, which is based on the new 3 Series. Development work is just getting under 
way. But for this season we are once again putting our full trust in the competitiveness of our tried and tested model.  

Will you be personally attending some of the races? 
I’ll be at the track whenever I can make it. This year we have a very tight Formula One schedule, and Formula BMW is also on the road in four international series. But I’m definitely going to be at the opening event in Monza.

5. Drivers.

Andy Priaulx (GBR) – Start number 1.

Last year Andy Priaulx firmly put his stamp on the FIA ETCC by winning the Drivers’ title. The man from Guernsey won a total of five races and picked up 111 points. In a heartstopping final in Dubai, he pipped his fellow BMW driver Dirk Müller (GER) to the post in the race for the title. And nobody can rob him of what is the last European Touring Car Championship title for the foreseeable future. Now Priaulx wants to continue his success at World Championship level.

In the course of his motor racing career, the 30-year-old has driven virtually every conceivable type of racing machine – from go-karts all the way to powerboats. On 27th January 2005, one of his dreams came true when he was invited to take a Formula One test in the FW26 at Valencia for the 
BMW WilliamsF1 Team. In 2005, Priaulx will be taking to the grid for the first time as an official BMW works driver.

Questions for Andy Priaulx:

After a gap of a few months, what does winning the European Championship mean to you? 

It was a unique experience and undoubtedly one of the highlights of my career so far. Now I’m focusing on the future. I want to be World Champion. 
Euphoria has given way to concentration on the job at hand. But I will never forget the moment I stepped onto the podium in Dubai as the champion.

How great is your incentive to become the second World Touring Car Champion in history? 

The incentive is very huge. I want to make further improvements and I can 
feel that there’s a lot more potential in me. Naturally I aim to be celebrating wins again. My career is meant to make headway in 2005 as well. That is getting more difficult from year to year, but I am firmly convinced that together with BMW I can still achieve a few things.

The RBM Team has just nine members. How do you assess the proficiency of your squad? 

What they achieved in 2004 can only be described as a sensation. The team is steadily developing. I would not have thought it possible, but they still manage to surprise me. 

From hunter to hunted. Do you like this role? 

I will continue to be a hunter. There’s plenty of prey out there waiting to be hunted down. My work is no different from last year’s. I have to tackle 
my job this season with the same concentration as in 2005. Only then can 
I hope for renewed successes.

The field of starters has grown again. Do you fear the competition? 

It takes just one driver to make life difficult for you. If there are several opponents with the potential to win, it is even more important to have a good car. I have no worries at all on that score when it comes to the BMW 320i. 
Last season there were at least ten drivers with the ability to win races. That will be the case again in 2005.

Early this year you were able to test-drive the Williams BMW FW26. Was that an enjoyable experience?

The experience of driving a Formula One car was a very valuable one for me, especially from a technical point of view. It was great fun discovering the special features of such a car at first hand. But for me it wasn’t just a fun outing. I wanted to leave a good impression, and I took the test very seriously.

Before the start of the season you moved up into the ranks of 
BMW works drivers. How does that affect your day-to-day work? 

I will only be able to judge the true impact at the end of the season. One significant change is that I feel even closer to the team. That is a very good feeling. I hope that I can return the trust BMW has put in me. I’m sure it will help me over the course of the year.

Apart from the FIA WTCC you will also be racing in the Nürburgring 24 Hours. Are you pleased to be involved in that? 

Yes, that is definitely a highlight of this season. I can handle the BMW M3 GTR very well and can hardly wait to drive round the Nürburgring Nordschleife 
for the first time. Get me onto one of the world’s most challenging circuits, 
and anything’s possible.

Date/place of birth: 8th August 1974/Guernsey (Channel Islands)

Residence:
Guernsey (CI)

Marital status:
Married to Joanne,


one son, Sebastian, one daughter, Daniella

Website:
www.andypriaulx.com

1984 
Karting in the Channel Islands

1985–1990
Motocross

1990
1st place Motocross 250cc Championship in 


the Channel Islands

1991–1995
Hillclimb racing

1995
1st place RAC MSA British Hillclimb Championship 


with maximum points score and 14 wins over two


seasons

1996
Formula Renault (selective races)

1997
British Formula 3 Championship scholarship 

1998
Renault Spider Cup (selective races), one pole position


and three podiums


2nd place Formula Palmer Audi Winter series

1999
1st place Renault Spider Cup, 13 wins from pole;


BTCC test driver Renault Williams, Vauxhall and Ford. 


BARC President’s Cup for Outstanding Achievement,


Guernsey Ambassador of the Year

2000
British Formula 3 Championship for Renault UK, 


three podiums and pole position in Silverstone;


F3 races in Macau and Korea for Manor Motorsport 

2001
British Formula 3 Championship, two wins, two


pole positions and ten podiums. 


2nd from pole in F3 Super Prix in Korea;


qualified 6th in the F3 Grand Prix in Macau. 


Invitational drive for Vauxhall in the BTCC, qualified on


pole for both races and finished 2nd
2002
5th place British Touring Car Championship, scored


Honda’s debut win, three pole positions, competed in 


Australia in the Bathurst 1000 and Queensland 500 


(Holden TWR)

2003
3rd place FIA ETCC (BMW 320i), three wins

2004
1st place FIA ETCC (BMW 320i), BMW Team Great 


Britain


2nd place Macau Grand Prix – Guia Race


24 Hour Race Spa-Francorchamps (BMW M3 GTR)

2005
Formula One test for the BMW WilliamsF1 Team

Dirk Müller (GER) – Start number 43.

The title decision could not have been closer in the last FIA ETCC season. After the final race Dirk Müller had 111 points, level-pegging with Andy Priaulx (GBR). However, over the season the 29-year-old German had collected 
fewer race wins than his fellow BMW driver and had to settle for runner-up position. He now enters the World Touring Car Championship pumped 
up with motivation, and will once again be gunning for the Drivers’ trophy.

But Dirk Müller claimed a unique success in 2004: he was the first to cross the finishing line in the 24 Hour Race on the Nürburgring. He and his five colleagues of Team BMW Motorsport managed to secure a remarkable 
one-two victory.

Dirk Müller began his career at the age of 14 with kart racing. Despite this relatively late start, thanks to the backing of his family he was soon claiming wins and titles both in Formula racing and in sports cars. Among his achievements was winning the title in the GT Class of the American Le Mans Series.

Questions for Dirk Müller:

How disappointed were you to have just missed out on the FIA ETCC Drivers’ title in 2004?
At first the disappointment was huge. I was racing in Dubai with a 40-kilogram weight handicap, which didn’t make my task any easier despite my initial points lead over Andy Priaulx. The weekend didn’t go according to plan. Time and again there were minor incidents, and in the end it just wasn’t enough to secure the title. That’s motor racing. You have to keep looking ahead – which is what I did.

How do you see your chances of competing for the title again this year? 

I’m not the only driver who aims for the World Championship title. But I will be pulling out all the stops to be up among the front-runners again this year. 
It certainly won’t be any easier in 2005. The main thing is to steadily build up points. You can’t afford any retirements. But with Schnitzer Motorsport I 
have an experienced team behind me who will provide me with a competitive and reliable BMW 320i.

You have been working in tandem with Jörg Müller for years. 
What is the atmosphere like in the team?

I’m proud of the extremely good relationship Jörg and I have. I can’t think of another twosome in motor racing who harmonise as well as we do. Out on the track we’re rivals and try to outdo each other. In test drives we demand everything of each other. That’s the only way you can work together in a team. Privately we’re friends.

How do you feel about the FIA ETCC being turned into 
a World Championship? 

The upgrading of the series is having an extremely positive impact. 
I can sense how interest in the championship is steadily growing. It’s just huge. 
At the same time it’s the first World Championship for me. Naturally the incentive for that is especially high. The races outside Europe will add an extra sparkle to the series.

In your opinion, what role does fairness on the race track play? 

For me that is a very important aspect. We have seen a lot of races over the course of the FIA ETCC where fairness was not very much in evidence. 
But last year there was a definite improvement. I’m confident that the FIA will be watching even more closely for regulation infringements this season and will ensure that the competition is staged by fair means.

In the Nürburgring 24 Hours, you will be lining up for BMW 
together with Jörg and Andy. In the FIA WTCC you are rivals. 
How do you bridge these two opposites? 

We’re all professionals. I know Jörg very well from our collaboration in 
BMW Team Deutschland. There are absolutely no problems there. Andy is also very easy to get along with and fits well into the BMW family. If you’re competing in an endurance event, the team has to work together perfectly. That goes not only for the drivers but for the mechanics as well. In 2004 we managed that superbly when we took a one-two win on the Nürburgring.

How important to you was it to win in the “Green Hell” in 2004? 
It was undoubtedly one of my best triumphs ever. For the first time in a 
24-hour race I was not only celebrating a class win but ultimately made it to the top of the overall classifications. And the atmosphere at the Nürburgring was, as ever, unique. I would like to pick up on that success in this FIA WTCC season. 

Place/Date of birth: 18th November 1975/Burbach (GER)

Residence:
Monte Carlo

Marital status:
Married to Daniela

Website:
www.dirk-mueller.com

1989/1990
Started kart racing

1991
3rd place ADAC Pop Kart Championship

1992
2nd place Formula König

1993
2nd place Formula König, four wins


12th place German Formula Opel

1994
3rd place German Formula Opel, two wins

1995
Occasional races in Formula Opel European Series,


first Formula 3 race

1996
German Formula 3 Championship, one win

1997
Joined Porsche Junior Team,


5th place Porsche Carrera Cup, one win

1998
1st place Porsche Carrera Cup, four wins,


2nd place Daytona 24 Hours (Porsche GT1)

1999
2nd place Daytona 24 Hours (Porsche GT2),


4th place Sebring 12 Hours (Porsche GT1),


2nd place GT Class Le Mans 24 Hours (Porsche GT3R),


1st place GT Class Petit Le Mans (Porsche GT3R)

2000
1st place GT Class ALMS, four wins (Porsche GT3R)

2001 
6th place GT Class ALMS, one win (BMW M3 GTR)

2002
4th place FIA ETCC, three wins (BMW 320i)


Formula One test for BMW WilliamsF1 Team

2003
5th place FIA ETCC, two wins (BMW 320i)


24h Race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR)

2004
1st place 24h Race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR),


2nd place ETCC (BMW 320i) BMW Team Deutschland


Class win GT2 and 6th overall 24h Race Spa (BMW M3 GTR)


Macau Grand Prix – Guia Race (BMW 320i)

Jörg Müller (GER) – Start number 42.

No BMW driver can match the number of victories Jörg Müller has claimed in the FIA ETCC. He stood at the top of the podium no fewer than twelve times. In 2002 and 2003, the congenial man from the Rhineland was runner-up in the FIA ETCC Drivers’ classification. Last year he was involved in an unremitting three-way battle with his team-mates Dirk Müller (GER) and the eventual champion, Andy Priaulx (GBR). But ten points in the last six races were not enough to sustain his title chances up to the end of the season. 

To make up for it, Jörg Müller wrote history at the legendary Guia Race in Macau in 2004. He had already celebrated victory on the labyrinthine city circuit in 1993 when he won the Formula 3 race. But no driver before him had managed to win both disciplines in Macau.

At the age of 15, Jörg Müller began to gather his first experiences on the kart track. This was followed by title wins in Formula Ford, Formula 3 and 
Formula 3000. As a test driver for Arrows, BMW and Sauber, he drew attention to himself in the Formula One arena. He also nurtures a great passion for endurance events and has driven for BMW, Nissan and Porsche in the 
Le Mans 24 Hours. The American Le Mans Series saw him celebrating wins in the BMW V12 LMR, and in 2001 he topped the GT Class in a BMW M3 GTR. In the same car, he drove to victory with Team BMW Motorsport in the Nürburgring 24 Hour Race of 2004, where he shared the cockpit with Hans-Joachim Stuck and Dirk Müller. 

Questions for Jörg Müller:

You are about to enter your 22nd racing season. Do you still enjoy taking a car to the limits?

No question about it, I still enjoy it as much as I did on the very first day. 
Any racing driver will tell you they’re in a dream job. I have turned my main hobby into a career and continue to derive incredible pleasure from it, 
as before. You just need to look at my BMW colleague Hans-Joachim Stuck, who at 54 still enjoys motor racing as much as in the past. In my view, enthusiasm for motor sport stays with a driver forever.

At race tracks you are virtually always seen to be in a cheerful mood. What would it take to put you out?

There are a lot of things that can spoil my mood. For us in the FIA WTCC it’s down to serious business on the track. You have to find a balance between fighting and fairness. If a driver behaves unfairly, I get upset. But with me, any irritation soon blows over.  

Do you aim to be in the running for the title right up to the end of this season as well?  

Yes. I wouldn’t be a racing driver otherwise. It is my declared goal to be World Champion this year. The problem is that I have a very strong team-mate in 
Dirk Müller who has the same ambition. But we will be driving each other on to peak performances again.

What role do the weight handicaps play in the FIA WTCC? 

They make things more difficult for us. If you win a race with a good car, there’s no way it means you’re going to sail through the whole season. It’s important to use smart tactics when driving to avoid having extra weight on board too often. The cards are reshuffled for every race. For 2005, the maximum weight handicap is 60 kilograms. Then there are new constructors competing 
as well. It means you might suddenly find you’re not even among the front-runners. That’s why the main thing is to pick up points regularly.

How pleased were you with your success in Macau last year? 
Winning there was a tremendous thing, even if the one-two victory at the Nürburgring with the BMW M3 GTR was the absolute high spot of the 
season for me. The Guia Race wasn’t part of any championship, so I was able to be totally relaxed about it.

Two of the FIA WTCC events will take place overseas, one of them 
in Turkey. Are these particular highlights for you? 

The status of the series has definitely gained through its internationalisation and the World Championship title. After all, there are just three official World Championships in motor sport. As I said, I’ve been involved for a long time, 
so I’m delighted at every new circuit that I can get to know. I’m really curious to see how things pan out, especially in Mexico and Turkey. 

You will be involved in the Nürburgring 24 Hours gain. Are you looking forward to driving the BMW M3 GTR with its 500 horsepower engine? 

It’s bound to be just as tough as last year, when I managed to win along 
with Hans-Joachim Stuck and Dirk Müller. In 2004 we did a fault-free job. Managing that a second time won’t be easy. The 24 Hour Race on 
the Nürburgring is a fantastic event for which we are making painstaking preparations. But my main focus is on the FIA WTCC, in which I aim 
to achieve a few things.

Date/Place of birth:
3rd September 1969/Kerkrade (NL)

Residence:
Monte Carlo

Marital status:
Divorced

Website:
www.joerg-mueller.org

1984–1987
Kart racing

1988
1st place German Formula Ford Championship

1989
1st place German Formula Opel Lotus Challenge

1990
1st place Formula Ford European Championship


5th place German Formula 3 Championship

1991
1st place Formula 3 Grand Prix in Monaco

1992
7th place German F3 Championship

1993
German F3 Championship,  


1st place F3 GP Macau

1994
1st place German F3 Championship

1995
BMW works driver ADAC Super Touring Car Cup

1996
1st place Formula 3000 European Championship


BMW works driver ADAC Super Touring Car Cup


1st place 24h Race Spa-Francorchamps  (BMW 318is)

1997
Formula One test driver for Arrows


Le Mans 24 Hours (Nissan)

1998
Formula One test driver for Sauber


2nd place Le Mans 24 Hours (Porsche GT1)

1999
BMW works and F1 test driver, one ALMS win,


Le Mans 24 Hours (BMW V12 LMR)

2000
5th place ALMS, two wins (1999 BMW V12 LMR)

2001
1st place GT Class ALMS, four wins (BMW M3 GTR)

2002
2nd place FIA ETCC, four wins (BMW 320i)

2003
2nd place FIA ETCC, five wins (BMW320i) 


24h Race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR)

2004
1st place 24h Race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR),


1st place Macau Grand Prix – Guia Race (BMW 320i)


4th place FIA ETCC (BMW 320i) BMW Team Deutschland


Class win GT2 and 6th overall 24h Race Spa (BMW M3 GTR)
Alessandro Zanardi (ITA) – Start number 4.

Following Alessandro Zanardi’s horrific accident in the German CART race in 2001, nobody would have imagined that four years on the Italian would be gearing up for his second season of touring car racing. The 38-year-old has coped with the loss of both legs with an unequalled determination and 
has returned to a normal life. It has earned him the respect and recogntion of millions of motor sport fans around the world.

Last year, Alessandro Zanardi collected eight points in the FIA ETCC. 
In 2005 he aims to better that result. The further honed steering system in his BMW 320i is designed to assist him in this. The engineers at 
BMW Motorsport have managed to increase the control speed threefold and thus shorten the response time of the throttle butterfly even further. Control precision has also been improved.

In the course of his career, the driver now competing for BMW Team Italy-Spain has gathered countless titles. Whether in karting, Formula 3 or Formula 3000, Zanardi’s great talent was evident from an early stage. While his Formula One involvements remained unsuccessful, he was able to deliver compelling performances above all in the US CART Series. To this day, he remains the only driver to have won the “Rookie of the Year” title and two championship titles in successive years.

Questions for Alessandro Zanardi:

Has it become normal for you again to be sitting in a racing car? 

Yes, it has. I am very aware than many people thought that would be impossible. But my accident hasn’t left any psychological marks at all. 
In principle, that kind of thing can happen to anyone – entirely independently of motor sport. I love my job. At the age of 38 I don’t absolutely have to 
be driving any more, but I want to. And then being able to compete in a world championship for a constructor like BMW – what more do I want?

Have the modifications to your BMW 320i been optimised? 

Thanks to the engineers at BMW Motorsport, we already made major progress in the last season. That applies above all to the braking mechanism. Little details can make a big difference for me. I have to dose the brake 
force very precisely with my artificial leg. Only then can I drive the car at the limit. In 2004 we started from scratch. For this season we have a better starting position, which allows me to concentrate more on the car’s set-up.

How do you evaluate the achievement of the engineers who have made it possible for you to compete in races again? 

I have the greatest respect for the engineers. Their work is far from easy. 
There is simply no empirical experience on which to base things. We really are doing pioneering work in this field. In motor sport history, there has never 
been a racing driver before me who has raced with artificial legs. I will always be at a disadvantage compared with other drivers. But together we are working to minimise that disadvantage step by step.

What are your goals for the 2005 FIA WTCC season?

I wouldn’t have returned to motor racing if I didn’t believe I could still be successful. That is more than an adventure. I don’t want to be diffident and talk about points or good placings. In the past I was able to secure wins at 
a high level. With the right material, I believe I can still do that. My first priority, together with Team BMW Italy-Spain, is to further improve the car. I am 
highly motivated.

Are you looking forward to the overseas races? 

Yes, I can hardly wait to race in Mexico and China. If we put on a good show in 2005, I’m sure more races outside Europe will be added next year. I believe the championship is going to be a success.

You have given encouragement to a lot of people. What kind of feedback do you get from your fans? 
I get many letters and emails from all over the world. And in my homeland of Italy, in particular, people often approach me in the street. That’s good. 
Healthy people often avoid contact with the disabled. Often they just don’t know how to react. If I can help to break down that barrier, it will be something to be proud of.

What role does your family play in your life? 

My family is everything to me. It’s thanks not least of all to them that I invested so much energy into my rehabilitation. I am very happy to have a woman 
like Daniela standing by me. My son Niccolo is my pride and joy. Both of them have played a key role in making sure that I have not lost my optimism and positive outlook on life even after the accident.

Date/Place of birth: 23rd October 1966/Bologna (ITA)

Residence:
Monaco

Marital status:
Married to Daniela; one son, Niccolo

Website:
www.alex-zanardi.com

1980–1984
Kart racing

1985
1st place Italian Kart Championship

1986
1st place Italian Kart Championship

1987
1st place European Kart Championship

1988
12th place Italian Formula 3 Championship

1989
7th place Italian Formula 3 Championship, two poles


and two second places


Debut race in FIA Formula 3000 Championship in Dijon

1990
2nd place Italian Formula 3 Championship, two wins


1st place Le Mans Formula 3 European Cup 


Pole for Monaco Formula 3 Grand Prix

1991
2nd place FIA Formula 3000 Championship, two wins; 


three Formula One races for Jordan (Spain, Japan, 


Australia)

1992
Formula One test driver for Benetton, three GPs for 


Minardi (only qualified in Germany)

1993
Formula One season with Lotus 

1994
Formula One test driver then team driver for Lotus 

1995
British Racing Production Championship (Lotus Esprit), 


one win GT2 class

1996
3rd place IndyCar World Series (Chip Ganassi Racing), 


three wins, Rookie of the Year

1997
1st place CART World Series (Chip Ganassi Racing), four 


wins, PPG Colourful Character Award

1998
1st place CART World Series (Chip Ganassi Racing), 


six wins

1999
Formula-1-season with WilliamsF1 

2000
Did not compete in racing

2001
CART Championship Series (Mo Nunn Racing), 


on 15th September he had a serious accident on the 


EuroSpeedway Lausitz in which he lost both legs

2003
Racing return in the final round of the FIA ETCC in 


Monza with BMW Team Italy-Spain (BMW 320i)

2004
14th place FIA ETCC (BMW 320i), 
 
BMW Team Italy-Spain – Ravaglia Motorsport

Antonio Garcia (ESP) – Start number 5.

Antonio Garcia may be the youngest driver racing for BMW’s national teams, but he is far from an unknown quantity. Already in his debut season in 2003, he drew attention to himself in the FIA ETCC with his good results. Last year, too, he delivered regular tasters of his talent and collected a total of 43 points. His best result of the season was second place in the second race on the Hockenheimring.

The Spanish driver has every intention of celebrating his first win in the 2005 World Touring Car Championship. And Garcia has provided ample proof in 
the past that he has what it takes. In 1994 he became World Kart Champion, and in the 2002 season he contested the Group N GT Class of the FIA GT Championship in a Porsche.

In 2004, Garcia was also part of the BMW lineup for the Spa-Francorchamps 24 Hour Race, where he delivered a fault-free performance before the number 143 BMW M3 GTR was forced into early retirement from the race during the night.

Questions for Antonio Garcia:

At Hockenheim in 2004 you got a whiff of victory when you came second. Do you think you can reach that goal this year? 

Of course it is my great ambition to win a race this season. Last year I was in a very promising position twice, in Hockenheim and in Spa, where I finished third. There are 20 races, which makes 20 opportunities to win. But first we have to become more competitive. Then the good results will come automatically.

You played a part in helping BMW win the Manufacturers’ title in 2004. How does this title rate among drivers? 

For us, the Drivers’ classification is naturally at the forefront. Everyone wants to get the highest possible placings there. But at the same time, good results will help BMW make it in the contest among the constructors. And all the drivers in BMW’s national teams want to do their best to promote that.

Does competing in a world championship give you an extra incentive? 

For me personally not much will change. I expect 2005 will see the same drivers and teams making their mark on the series. However, it is a very good thing for the championship that more manufacturers are involved. Whoever comes out on top at the end of the year naturally gains a significant title as World Champion.

Are you looking forward to racing outside Europe as well in 2005? 

Yes, very much so. Competing on an international level is bound to be good for the series and is something special for the drivers. There have also 
been some other changes in the calendar, though I’m not exactly pleased that Hockenheim has been dropped. But I’m sure we’re going to have some exciting races. 

Will your home race in Valencia be the highlight of the season for you? 

Last year, the second event in the FIA ETCC took place in Valencia. 
This time the races on the Circuit de la Comunitat are further back in the calendar. I hope that by then we will be in better competitive shape 
than we were at the same place in 2004.

You have a famous team-mate in Alessandro Zanardi. What’s it like driving with him?

I profit a great deal from Alessandro, not just on the track but off it as well. 
In the course of a racing weekend I can learn a lot from observing him. 
He’s a great person who also likes to pass on his knowledge to others. 
The two of us enjoy a really good relationship.

As a young driver, do you also benefit from the experience of your team manager Roberto Ravaglia?

Roberto is definitely the best teacher imaginable. He is the only World Touring Car Champion to date and can look back on a long and successful career. Although he hasn’t been driving himself for a few years, on the race track things are largely as they were during his active racing days.

In 2004 you drove for BMW in the Spa 24 Hours. Do you enjoy endurance racing? 

It was a very special experience driving for a seasoned team like Team BMW Motorsport with all those high-calibre drivers. I enjoy competing in 24-hour races. I had raced in Spa twice previously and gained a class win there. 
That’s why it was good to go back there. The BMW M3 GTR handled differently from the BMW 320i, but I really enjoyed the challenge.

Place/Date of birth: 5th June 1980/Madrid (ESP)

Residence: 
Barcelona (ESP)

Marital status:
single

Website:
www.antoniogarcia.com

1988 – 1996
Karting – numerous championship wins including 
1st place 1994 World Championship, Inter A Category

1997
3rd place Formula Campus Renault Elf, three wins


1st place European Championship Karting, Formula A

1998
6th place Open Fortuna by Nissan, two wins


8th place World Championship Karting, Formula Super A 

1999
5th place Euro Open Moviestar by Nissan, one win

2000
1st place Open Telefonica, five wins, ten podiums

2001
13th place FIA GT Championship, N-GT class, 


from four races


Class win in 24h Race  Spa-Francorchamps


International FIA Formula 3000 Championship 

2002
5th place World Series by Nissan, 2nd place in 


Interlagos (BRA)


FIA GT Championship, N-GT class, three poles,


two second places

2003
8th place FIA ETCC (BMW 320i), BMW Team Italy-Spain

2004
7th place FIA ETCC (BMW 320i), BMW Team Italy-Spain

    
24h Race Spa-Francorchamps (BMW M3 GTR)

6. Teams.

BMW Team Deutschland – Schnitzer Motorsport

Jörg Müller (GER) – Start number 42.

Dirk Müller (GER) – Start number 43.

For the 2005 FIA WTCC season, Schnitzer Motorsport is banking on continuity in the cockpit. Jörg Müller and Dirk Müller will once again be at the wheel of the two BMW 320i cars fielded by BMW Team Deutschland. 
Last year, the seasoned duo claimed a total of six race wins in the FIA ETCC. With 111 points, Dirk Müller was level-pegging with his BMW colleague 
Andy Priaulx at the top of the Drivers’ classification, but had to concede the title to the British driver, who had accumulated more wins.

In 2005, BMW Team Deutschland will be gunning for the World Championship title and hoping to continue the longstanding success story of Schnitzer Motorsport. For BMW, this company founded more than four decades ago in Freilassing, southern Germany, has won almost two dozen titles, including three European Touring Car Championships. In 1999, the team took the open-topped BMW V12 LMR prototype to victory in the classic endurance event – the Le Mans 24 Hours. This was followed by wins and titles in the American Le Mans Series (ALMS), later on with the BMW M3 GTR.

The BMW M3 GTR also brought team manager Charly Lamm and his crew success in the 2004 season when Team BMW Motorsport put in a fault-free performance to take an impressive clean sweep in the 24 Hour Race on the Nürburgring. In 2005, the Schnitzer Motorsport racing team in collaboration with the racing engineers from BMW Motorsport will be venturing into the “Green Hell” once again.

Team director:
Herbert Schnitzer 

Team manager:
Charly Lamm

Number in team:
19
Founded:
1963

Address:
Görlitzer Straße 2a, D-83395 Freilassing

Email:
karl.lamm@schnitzer.de

Website:
www.schnitzer.de


Major successes:


1966
1st place German Championship (BMW 2002 ti)

1975
1st place European Formula 2 Championship


(Martini BMW)

1976
2nd place GT Manufacturers’ World Championship


(BMW 3.5 CSL)


1978
1st place German Racing Championship (BMW 320)

1980–1998
Nine wins in Touring Car races in Macau – Guia Race    (BMW 320, BMW 635 CSi, BMW M3, BMW 320i)

1983, 1986, 1988
1st place European Touring Car Championship


(BMW 635 CSi, BMW M3)

1985, 1986, 1988,
1st place 24h Race Spa-Francorchamps 
1990, 1995 
(BMW 635 CSi, BMW M3, BMW 320i)

1987
1st place World Touring Car Championship (BMW M3)

1989, 1991
1st place Nürburgring 24 Hours (BMW M3)

1989
1st place DTM (BMW M3)

1989, 1990
1st place Italian Touring Car Championship (BMW M3)

1993
1st place British Touring Car Championship (BMW 318i)

1994
1st place Asia Pacific Championship (BMW 318is)

1995
1st place Japanese Touring Car Championship (BMW 320i)
1st place ADAC Super Touring Cup (BMW 320i)

1998
1st place German Super Touring Car Championship
    
(BMW320i)

1999
1st place Le Mans 24 Hours (BMW V12 LMR)
   
1st place Sebring 12 Hours (BMW V12 LMR)

2001
1st place GT Class American Le Mans Series 
   
(BMW M3 GTR)

2002
2nd place FIA ETCC Teams’ classification (BMW 320i) 


2nd and 4th place FIA ETCC Drivers’ classification 
(Jörg Müller and Dirk Müller)

2003
2nd place FIA ETCC Teams’ classification (BMW 320i) 


2nd and 5th place FIA ETCC Drivers’ classification 
(Jörg Müller and Dirk Müller)


24h Race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR)

2004
1st and 2nd place 24h Race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR)

   
2nd place FIA ETCC Teams’ classification (BMW 320i)


2nd and 4th place FIA ETCC Drivers’ classification 
 
(Dirk Müller and Jörg Müller)

    
1st and 2nd place Macau – Guia Race (BMW 320i), 
 
with Jörg Müller and Andy Priaulx
     
1st and 2nd place BFGoodrich Endurance 


Championship race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR);


1st place GT2 Class and 6th place overall 24h Race 
 
Spa-Francorchamps (BMW M3 GTR)

BMW Team UK – RBM.

Andy Priaulx (GBR) – Start number 1.

BMW Team Great Britain delivered the biggest surprise in the 2004 FIA ETCC: Andy Priaulx, in his second year of working for RBM team manager 
Bart Mampaey, raked in a steady stream of points and celebrated five race wins. After a heartstopping final in Dubai, the 30-year-old was hailed as 
the new European Touring Car Champion. Now Priaulx and the nine-man team under their new name of BMW Team UK have set their sights on the next challenge: winning the title in the FIA WTCC.

RBM made its FIA ETCC debut in 2002 when Mampaey’s team was responsible for fielding the BMW 320i driven by Fredrik Ekblom (BMW Team Belgium). A year later, Priaulx began competing for the new BMW Team 
Great Britain – and immediately won three of the season’s races. The driver from Guernsey in the Channel Islands benefited from the experience of his team manager. Mampaey has been actively involved in motor sport since the 1970s and ’80s. Back then his father, Julian Mampaey, ran the successful Juma Racing Team with BMW. Among Juma’s triumphs were three first places in the Spa-Francorchamps 24 Hours. In 1998, Mampaey junior in collaboration with BMW also joined the list of winners of this traditional endurance event. After further involvement in the FIA GT Championship and American Le Mans Series as well as with Schnitzer Motorsport and Ravaglia Motorsport, Mampaey sent his own FIA ETCC team onto the grid in 2002. Priaulx’s title win in 2004 marks the highlight of the team manager’s career to date. 

Team manager:
Bart Mampaey 

Address:
E. Walschaertstraat 2A, 2800 Mechelen, Belgium

Phone/Fax:
+32 15 42 30 00/+32 15 42 11 08

Email:
bart.mampaey@juma.net.bmw.be

Number in team:
9

Founded:
1994

Major successes:

1994–1997
BMW Compact Cup

1997
1st and 2nd place Group N Spa 24 Hours (BMW)

1998
1st place Spa 24 Hours (BMW Fina Bastos Team)

1999
4th place Spa 24 Hours (Nissan)

2002
6th place FIA ETCC (Fredrik Ekblom, BMW 320i)

2003
3rd place FIA ETCC Teams Trophy (BMW 320i), 

   
3rd place Drivers’ classification with Andy Priaulx 

2004
3rd place FIA ETCC Teams Trophy (BMW 320i)
               
1st place Drivers’ classification with Andy Priaulx

BMW Team Italy-Spain – Ravaglia Motorsport. 

Alessandro Zanardi (ITA) – Start number 4.

Antonio Garcia (ESP) – Start number 5.

Roberto Ravaglia, team manager of BMW Italy-Spain, has fond memories of the World Touring Car Championship. It was he who, driving a BMW M3 in 1987, took the only World Championship title in touring car racing so far. In an exciting battle for the title, the Italian pipped his opponents Klaus Ludwig and Klaus Niedzwiedz to the post with a single point lead. In 1997, Ravaglia hung up his racing helmet and is now fielding two BMW 320i cars in the races as team manager, hoping to celebrate success in the latest rendition of the FIA WTCC.

Last year, the team from Lagnaro in Italy collected a total of 51 points in the FIA ETCC. 43 of them were credited to Antonio Garcia alone. His team-mate Alessandro Zanardi was contesting his first complete racing season following his accident. The steering system of the BMW 320i specially developed by BMW Motorsport has enabled the Italian to make a comeback. Both Zanardi and Garcia are also racing for BMW Team Italy-Spain in 2005.

The aim is to pick up their first win this season, although the competition is even greater compared to last year. But team boss Ravaglia knows the 
smell of success only too well and is working tirelessly with his crew to support BMW in the battle for the Manufacturers’ title.

Team manager:
Roberto Ravaglia

Address:
Via E Fermi 1, 35020 Lagnaro (PD), Italy

Email:
motorsport.padova@tiscalinet.it
Number in team:
15
Founded:
2001

Major successes:

2001
1st place ESPC Drivers’ classification with Peter Kox


(BMW 320i)


2nd place ESPC Teams’ classification (BMW 320i)

2002
8th place ETCC Drivers’ classification with Jordi Gené 
  
(BMW 320i)

2003
4th place ETCC Teams’ classification, 


8th and 9th place ETCC Drivers’ classification with Antonio 


Garcia and Fabrizio Giovanardi 

2004
5th place FIA ETCC Teams’ classification (BMW 320i), 


7th and 14th place ETCC Drivers’ classifications with


Antonio Garcia and Alessandro Zanardi 

7. Technology of the BMW 320i WTCC.

The BMW 320i in World Championship trim.
In the first World Touring Car Championship since 1987, BMW will be lining up with the successful BMW 320i. In the forerunner series, the FIA ETCC, 
BMW drivers had claimed no fewer than 36 wins with this car since 2001. Now the BMW 320i is gearing up to contest its first world championship title. With that in mind, the car and its two-litre straight-six engine have been further honed by BMW Motorsport for the 2005 season within the parameters 
of the FIA-homologated kit.

Thanks to meticulous work in the wind tunnel in Munich, the front air dam 
of the BMW 320i has been aerodynamically optimised. To improve handling, 
the engineers also fine-tuned the chassis and suspension in close consultation with the test team. The 2005 version of the BMW 320i now features modified axle kinematics compared with last year’s model. Performance of the shock absorbers has also been improved, while the aluminium wheel rims have a more robust design than last year’s.

Jointly with AP Racing, BMW Motorsport has developed an optimised and larger front-axle brake system, which brings advantages in terms of endurance and response. In order to save weight, the steel drive shaft has also been modified and the clutch revised. The clutch disc is made of carbon-fibre, which renders it extremely robust and reduces the amount of maintenance for the mechanics, thus cutting racing costs for the teams.

With the aid of finite element calculations and crash simulation methods, the existing safety cell has also been enhanced. Since 2003, the BMW 320i 
has featured a steel safety cage developed by BMW Motorsport in which the B-pilars are connected by a V-shaped brace.

Work on the details pays dividends. 

The engineers of BMW Motorsport have been working intensively not just on the chassis but also on the engine in the months leading up to the start 
of the season. The result has been detail improvements both to the electronic control and to the mechanical components of the BMW P54 unit with its production aluminium engine block and cylinder head. The most important change is a new air intake plenum and an intake and exhaust system adapted 

to it. The engine has again been revised in terms of frictional power, weight and centre of gravity. What has remained unchanged in the FIA WTCC 
for six-cylinders is the engine speed limit of 9,000 rpm as stipulated in the regulations.

The engine control unit of the 275 bhp unit was developed by 
BMW Motorsport in Munich. During computer simulation work for the on-board electronics, the engineers collaborated with Munich’s University of Applied Sciences. The researchers in the university’s electronics department used the high-powered computer of the motor sport division as a test lab, while the developers at BMW Motorsport benefited from practical assistance. 

In 2005, the BMW 320i cars will be racing as before with a five-speed 
H-gate gearbox optimised for the race track and featuring a mechanical limited-slip differential. Using a more comfortable sequential transmission would raise the basic weight of the vehicle to 1,170 kg. As it stands, the 
BMW 320i weighs just 1,140 kg with the driver.

Even greater precision for Alex Zanardi.

To allow Alessandro Zanardi (ITA) to operate his car despite his handicap, BMW Motorsport has further improved the conversion package introduced in 2004. Compared with last year, the modified system boasts around three times the control speed, and thus a considerably reduced throttle butterfly reaction time coupled with enhanced control precision. Zanardi controls 
the throttle by hand. Via a potentiometer on the steering wheel, he operates 
a servomotor for the throttle butterfly. The clutch is also controlled 
by a potentiometer. Using two fingers, he pulls up a lever on the gearshift 
knob to operate an electric stepper motor via a control unit. This, in turn, moves the hydraulic master cylinder.

Technical specifications BMW 320i WTCC 2005.

Vehicle.

Length:
4,490 mm

Width:
1,809 mm 

Height:
approx. 1,415 mm

Wheel base:
2,742 mm 

Vehicle weight:
1,140 kg (with driver)

Tank capacity:
approx. 45 litres 

Chassis/body:
unitary construction steel body with 


welded safety cell made of highly rigid 


precision steel tubing; 
safety fuel tank beded in a CFRP (carbon fibre reinforced plastic) sandwich tray;
pneumatic three-stamp rapid jack system 

Aerodynamic 
front apron, rear apron, rear wings, front wings 

package:
and flared rear wheel arches made of 


CRFP/GFRP (glass fibre reinforced plastic)

Transmission:
single-disc carbon-fibre clutch operated by a hydraulic central slave cylinder;


five-speed dog-type gearbox based on the production casing and additional oil/air cooler; 
quick-shift system, ignition cut-off controlled by shifting force;


production rear axle casing with mechanical limited-slip differential and additional oil/air cooler 

Front axle:
single-pivot strut suspension with increased wheel caster, enlarged track width and enhanced 
wheel camber compared to the production version; four-way adjustable shock absorbers; 


tubular stabiliser bar

Rear axle:
central link-arm axle with double wishbone, with enlarged track width and enhanced wheel camber compared to the production version;
four-way adjustable shock absorbers; stabiliser

Brake system, front:
four-piston brake callipers made of aluminium;
inner-vented grey-cast iron brake discs of 332 mm diameter

Brake system, rear:
two-piston brake callipers of aluminium;
grey-cast iron brake discs of 280 mm diameter

Steering:
rack-and-pinion steering with electric-hydraulic power assistance

Wheels:
aluminium rims, 9 x 17 inches

Tyres:
Michelin race tyres, 24/61-17 (front and rear)

BMW P54 engine specifications.

Type:
six-cylinder in-line

Capacity:
1,990 ccm

Bore x stroke:
80 x 66 mm

Compression:
11:1

max. output:
approx. 275 bhp at approx. 8,800 rpm

max. torque:
approx. 230 Nm at approx. 7,000 rpm

max. engine speed:
9,000 rpm (as per regulations)


Cylinder block:
single-cylinder block construction made of aluminium
with inserted grey-cast iron liners


Crankshaft:
steel crankshaft with reduced bearing diameters 


Pistons:
forged skirt pistons


Conrods:
high-performance steel


Cylinder head:
aluminium construction DOHC (Double Over Head



Camshaft); four valves per cylinder


Valve drive:
two overhead chain-driven camshafts; 



mechanical bucket tappets


Intake system:
single-throttle valve (64 mm, as per regulations); 


air box made of CFRP/GFRP with load change- optimised ram tubes


Exhaust system:
high-performance header, silencer and catalytic

converter


Fuel system:
single-cylinder multipoint injection with one injection 



valve per cylinder; 



injection pressure 5.0 bar

Lubrication:
wet sump lubrication with optimised oil sump/oil suction system

Cooling:
water/air cooler and oil/water heat exchanger

Flywheel:
steel, weight-optimised to 4 kg

Fuel:
standard fuel, Super Plus unleaded
Electrical system/electronics.
Engine control:
BMW Motorsport ECU 12A-R6 with three high-
 
performance microprocessors; 


individual cylinder injection and ignition; 


pit speed limiter function, quick shift function; 


engine data memory system

Coil:
6 high-performance pencil coils with integrated


ignition drivers

Spark plugs:
Champion high-performance spark plugs

Cockpit:
programmable LCD display with integrated indicators

Steering wheel: 
quick-release multifunction steering wheel with 


integrated display control

8. Format and regulations.

The 2005 World Touring Car Championship is made up of ten racing events. These LG Super Racing Weekends are staged in three continents and 
nine countries: Belgium, Britain, China, Germany, France, Italy, Mexico, Spain and Turkey. Seven events will be held jointly with the FIA GT Championship.

All race weekends are organized according to the same schedule:

–
On the first day there are two free practice sessions of 30 minutes each, plus a 30-minute qualifying session which determines the running order for Race 1. 

–
The second day starts with a 15-minute warm-up.

–
Race 1 covers a distance of at least 50 kilometres.

– 
During the subsequent break, the teams have 15 minutes in which to prepare their cars for the second race. 

–
The starting order for Race 2 is based on the results of Race 1, but with 
the first eight finishers starting in reverse order (the winner from 8th place, 
the runner-up from 7th etc.). Drivers who do not complete Race 1 are relegated to the back of the starting grid.

– 
Race 2 also covers a distance of at least 50 kilometres. 

In both races the top eight finishers are awarded Championship points based on the following scale:

	1st 
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	6th
	7th
	8th

	10
	8
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1


In the FIA WTCC, a Drivers’ and a Manufacturers’ title are awarded. For the Manufacturers’ classification, the two best-placed drivers representing 
each manufacturer competing in the Championship are taken into account.

The most successful drivers of each weekend (aggregate of both races) are given a weight handicap for the following event. The new regulations for 2005 allow for the possibility of reducing the weight handicap again according to the following key: 

	1st 
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	6th
	7th
	8th
	9th

	+40 kg
	+30 kg
	+20 kg
	+10 kg
	0
	–5 kg
	–10 kg
	–15 kg
	–20 kg


Weight handicaps are also distributed based on the number of World Championship points won. For every ten points collected, the driver has to take five kilograms on board (20 points = 10 kg, 30 points = 15 kg etc.). 
The weight handicaps of both categories are added up before each race weekend. There is, however, a maximum weight handicap of 60 kg. The racing weight of a car is calculated on the basis of the prescribed minimum weight plus the driver’s weight handicap based on his placing. 

Three vehicle categories are accepted for the 2005 FIA WTCC:

–
Touring cars with normally aspirated petrol engines in compliance with FIA Super 2000 regulations (e.g. the BMW 320i)

–
Touring cars with turbodiesel engines based on FIA Diesel 2000 regulations (introduced in 2004) 

–
Touring cars with normally aspirated petrol engines based on FIA Super Production regulations 

Super 2000 class.

The Super 2000 category prescribes a saloon with at least four seats and four doors and a minimum length of 4.2 metres. At least 2,500 series-production versions must be built within twelve months as part of a model family with an output of at least 25,000 units a year. They must have racing FIA homologation 
as Group N cars in near-standard production trim and be equipped for the FIA WTCC with a conversion kit also approved by the FIA (e.g. special components for the engine and body). 

Engine capacity is limited to 2,000 cc. Depending on the type of engine, various engine speed limits are permitted. Six-cylinders are allowed up to 9,000 revolutions a minute (four-cylinders 8,500 rpm, five-cylinders 
8,750 rpm). Each engine must be used on at least two consecutive racing weekends. If the engine has to be replaced, the relevant driver must 
start the race from the back of the grid. Spare cars (T-cars) are not allowed.

Two types of transmission are permitted: a conventional H-gate based 
on homologation according to Group N regulations (maximum five-speed) 
or a sequential-shift gearbox (six-speed).

Different drive concepts are adjusted by means of various minimum vehicle weights (including driver):  

–
Rear-wheel drive, H-gearbox:

1,140 kg

–
Rear-wheel drive, sequential gearbox:
1,170 kg

–
Front-wheel drive, H-gearbox:

1,110 kg

–
Front-wheel drive, sequential gearbox:
1,140 kg

Vehicles that fall below this weight due to their design may use ballast to bring them up to the minimum weight. Any ballast must be attached to the floor of the car either in the luggage compartment or in the cockpit. Ground clearance must be a minimum of 80 mm.

No electronic driver aids of any kind (e.g. ABS, traction control) are permitted. A limited-slip differential is allowed provided it is operated mechanically. 

Only size 9 x 17 inch wheel rims may be used. Standard Michelin tyres are prescribed and may be no higher than 610 mm and no wider than 223 mm.  The number of new dry tyres (slicks) a driver may use for each event is limited to twelve new and six previously identified used tyres. Exempt from this ruling are the first two races in Spa-Francorchamps and Monza as well as the events outside Europe, where 16 new slicks are permitted. Any number of wet tyres may be used.

An FIA-homologated safety cage is prescribed, as is a bucket seat, the 
HANS-System (Head and Neck Support System) and a full harness belt 
with a minimum of five attachment points.

No wireless data transmission (telemetry) of any kind is permitted between the moving car and the team. Radio contact is allowed. 

9. Stats and facts.

Did you know that…?

•
the BMW 320i WTCC is included in BMW’s price list at 189,000 euros?

•
the complete conversion of the BMW 320i from a production to a racing car takes seven weeks?

•
the BMW P54 engine consists of 487 individual parts?

•
assembling the engine requires 48.5 working hours? 

•
the BMW P54 engine weighs 137 kg?

•
the piston covers a total distance of 25 kilometres in the course of an FIA WTCC race?

•
in a race at Monza drivers only brake six times per lap?

•
Imola, by comparison, has the highest braking frequency 
at ten times per lap?  

•
407 gearshifts are made at Imola, more than on any other circuit? 

•
a race at Oschersleben demands the highest number of brakings compared with any other circuit, namely 126?

•
the total brake power required of a driver during a race in Oschersleben 
is 11.34 tonnes? 

•
maximum deceleration is 1.3 g?

•
the data gathered during a practice session amounts to more than 35 MB?

•
in the last three years the FIA ETCC has always been decided in the final race? 

•
based on the Drivers’ classifications from 2002 to 2004, the FIA ETCC 
has been the most exciting race series worldwide? 

•
worldwide there are 110 BMW 3 Series driving according 
to the Super 2000 regulations? 

•
Jörg Müller with twelve wins was the most successful BMW driver 
in the FIA ETCC?

•
Dirk Müller has stood on the podium 28 times in the course 
of his FIA ETCC career?

•
four drivers in the BMW national teams have sat behind the wheel 
of a Formula One car? (Jörg Müller, Dirk Müller, Alessandro Zanardi and Andy Priaulx)

•
BMW claimed 36 wins, 15 poles and 34 fastest race laps in the 
FIA ETCC?

•
the FIA ETCC Manufacturers’ titles went to Munich in the last two years?

•
Magny-Cours and Brno, with four races each, were the longest runners in the FIA ETCC calendar? 

•
Monza, Spa-Francorchamps and Silverstone already featured 
in the 1987 World Touring Car Championship calendar?

•
Roberto Ravaglia won the 1987 World Championship title just 
one point ahead of Klaus Ludwig and Klaus Niedzwiedz?

•
double points are awarded in the Independents Trophy on the 
last race weekend in Macau? 

•
from 2001 to 2004 a total of 38 drivers competed in the FIA ETCC 
in a BMW 320i?

10. The BMW 3 Series in motor racing.

Debut of a successful model.
The big BMW 3.0 CSL Coupés had caused a worldwide sensation in touring car racing. Featuring the same striped livery of BMW Motorsport on its white bodywork, the BMW 320i rode into the limelight in 1977. As a Group 5 racing tourer it was conspicuous with its flared wheel arches, front spoiler and rear wings. Under the bonnet nestled a thoroughbred BMW Formula 2 engine – a two-litre four-cylinder unit with an output of 300 bhp. This power could only be translated to the road with a racing chassis and the appropriate aerodynamics. But it wasn’t just the technology that was sensational. The choice of drivers for the three BMW works cars also caused a stir on race tracks and beyond. 
With Marc Surer, Eddie Cheever and Manfred Winkelhock, three hotblooded young drivers were lining up for the German Racing Championship. 
This series featured the world’s best touring car drivers and works teams, and the BMW Junior Team were in with the front-runners from the very start.

A total of 28 units of the Group 5 BMW 320i were built between 1977 and 1978. BMW Motorsport provided the racing tourers as kits to racing teams around the world, and in 1978 also left the field open to tuners and private teams competing in the German Racing Championship. It was Harald Ertl who took the title in a Schnitzer BMW 320i. The racing team based in Freilassing, southern Germany, had put their money on turbo power. To be able to compete in Division II for engines up to 2,000 cc, displacement had to be reduced to 1.4 litres if a turbocharger was used. Even so, more than 
400 horsepower were on tap.

With a great deal of courage and even more power from a 2.0-litre turbo engine in the BMW 320i, BMW Motorsport fielded a touring car in the 1977 World Championship of Marques to challenge the flat sports racers. 
Gilles Villeneuve and Eddie Cheever managed to score the maximum points in the Six Hour Race at Canada’s Mosport circuit. The following year also saw 
the involvement of customer teams, with the five BMW national teams taking the 2.0-litre class in all seven World Championship rounds. 

In the more discreet Group 2 trim of the near-production touring cars, 
the BMW 320i models entered the European Touring Car Championship in 1980. With 245 bhp from a performance-enhanced production four-cylinder, Helmut Kelleners and Sigi Müller junior were fast enough to claim outright victory. 

BMW M3: a winning type.

In the first half of the 1980s, Formula One was at the heart of BMW’s motor sport agenda. Powered by the BMW four-cylinder engine, Nelson Piquet became the first turbo World Champion in 1983. BMW Motorsport also opted for a four-cylinder unit for its own sports version of the second model generation of the BMW 3 Series. The regulations for the new Group A in touring car racing demanded an annual output of 5,000 units of the 
base model and set narrower limits on technical modifications. That is why development of the road and race versions of the BMW M3 took place side by side. The base model with its wide sheet-steel wheel arches, front and 
rear spoiler and an aerodynamically improved rear, as well as a new 2.3-litre four-cylinder high-performance engine with four-valve technology, went into production in 1986. For the racing version, output was increased from 200 to around 300 bhp, while 28 metres of steel tubing were welded to form a safety cell and improve body stiffness. The chassis components were also modified.

1987, the year in which the BMW M3 made its debut in touring car racing, turned into a victory parade with the works cars in the familiar Motorsport livery winning the three major titles. Roberto Ravaglia became the first World Touring Car Champion, Winfried Vogt was European Champion and Eric van de 
Poele German Champion. Roberto Ravaglia won the 1988 European Championship, the 1989 DTM and the 1990 championship in his Italian homeland. He became the most successful of all BMW M3 drivers before Johnny Cecotto.

More than 60 national championships worldwide in road and hillclimb races, as well as rally events, plus seven European Hillclimb Championships, five Mitropa Rally Cups and eight wins in the 24 Hour Races on the Nürburgring and in Spa-Francorchamps, made the BMW M3 the most successful touring car in the world. 

Super touring cars: the international 2.0-litre class.

1992 brought new challenges. The second-generation BMW M3, now driven by a six-cylinder high-performance engine, entered the GT Class, while touring car racing worldwide only admitted four-door saloons with 2.0-litre engines. The BMW 318i of the third-generation BMW 3 Series was sent out onto the race track in 1993 with 270 bhp. BMW works drivers competed in the 
major touring car race series in Germany, Britain, Italy, Asia-Pacific and Japan. Roberto Ravaglia, Johnny Cecotto, Joachim Winkelhock and Steve Soper secured six championship titles in three seasons. For private teams, complete self-assembly racing kits were once again available. Further development 
of details led in 1995 to a new rendition of the BMW four-cylinder in the racing version of the BMW 320i, which was tuned to deliver more than 300 bhp in the years that followed.  

Considerably reduced horsepower, but high torque and greater fuel efficiency led to victory for the BMW 320d in the 1998 24 Hour Race on the legendary Nordschleife of the Nürburgring. Hans-Joachim Stuck and his team-mates took the world’s first outright victory for a diesel model in an endurance event of this kind.

Revival of the European Touring Car Championship. 

In 1999, BMW Motorsport had a new model lined up for touring car racing featuring cars in near-production trim. The fourth-generation BMW 320i now also had an in-line six-cylinder unit under its bonnet designed for race involvement. The initial 200 bhp of the race kit version had grown to 240 bhp in 2001 when, after a lengthy interval, the inauguration of the European Super Production Championship marked the revival of an international race series 
for touring cars. BMW Motorsport was backing six European national teams. 
After ten races, the winner was Peter Kox of BMW Team Germany. It was BMW’s 17th European Touring Car Championship title. From 2002 onwards, the up-and-coming FIA European Touring Car Championship (ETCC) became a pillar of BMW Motorsport’s international involvement – not, however, 
as a classic works discipline but involving various national subsidiaries which fielded up to five national teams. In 2002, BMW Team Deutschland under 
the aegis of Schnitzer Motorsport proved the superior squad: German works drivers Jörg Müller and Dirk Müller took second and fourth places in the European Championship, while BMW was runner-up in the Manufacturers’ classification.

The 2003 FIA ETCC with BMW Teams Deutschland, Italy-Spain and Great Britain was a nailbiter to the very last lap. After BMW with its further evolved 320i had already secured the Manufacturers’ title in the penultimate of 
20 rounds, Jörg Müller was ultimately left one point short of the Drivers’ title and had to concede defeat. Jörg Müller and Dirk Müller were again 
the strongest pairing at the wheel of the BMW 320i fielded by Schnitzer Motorsport for BMW Team Deutschland.

In 2004, BMW also managed to defend its Manufacturers’ title as well as winning the ETCC Drivers’ classification courtesy of Andy Priaulx (GBR) – making it European Touring Car Championship titles numbers 19 and 20 in the company’s history. Once again BMW national teams had lined up 
with the BMW 320i and its two-litre straight-six engine now providing 
270 bhp. For the third year in succession, the two Germans Dirk Müller and Jörg Müller were driving for BMW Team Deutschland (Schnitzer Motorsport). Priaulx was at the wheel for BMW Team Great Britain once more. On five of the ten race weekends, the same crew – RBM – fielded a second BMW 320i: 


Kurt Mollekens (BEL) was flying the flag for BMW Team Belgium-Luxembourg. Driving for BMW Team Italy-Spain (Ravaglia Motorsport), Alessandro Zanardi (ITA) was contesting a complete season for the first time since his horrific ChampCar accident in 2001, along with team-mate Antonio Garcia (ESP).

By the penultimate race weekend of the season, BMW had secured its second Manufacturers’ title in a row. At the same time, Tom Coronel (NLD) in a BMW 320i won the private drivers’ classification as he had done in 2003. 
After races 17 and 18, it was clear that the Drivers’ title of the European Championship would also go to a BMW man, although the decision in favour of Priaulx would have to wait until the hotly contested final in Dubai. 
The young Brit contributed five race wins to BMW’s overall tally of eleven. BMW drivers qualifed for pole position three times, claimed ten fastest 
race laps and 124 leading laps. 

First Lady.

Following the production models more closely is the technology of the DMSB Production Car Championship. In this series, it was a woman who clinched BMW’s successes. In 2003, Claudia Hürtgen of Aachen had been the first woman to win a German Touring Car title. At that time the championship was still known as the German Touring Car Challenge. In 2004 she provided impressive evidence that this was no mere fluke by also winning the title in the successor series to the DMSB in her BMW 320i.

Marathon winner.

With the BMW M3 GTR, the most powerful 3 Series-derived race car ever built in Munich, the brand augmented its record of successes with a one-two win in the Nürburgring 24 Hours in June 2004. It was the 17th outright 
victory by BMW in the history of the one of the world’s most gruelling endurance races. The triumphant drivers in the muscly M3 GTR with its 
500 bhp V8 engine were the three Germans Dirk Müller, Jörg Müller and Hans-Joachim Stuck. Duncan Huisman (NDL), Pedro Lamy (PRT) and 
Boris Said (USA) in the sister car completed BMW’s seventh one-two win on the legendary Nordschleife. Six weeks later, BMW also pocketed a class 
win at the 24 Hour Race in Spa-Francorchamps with the GT sports car. 

11. Technical partners and sponsors. 

Premium partners.

BMW Financial Services has been offering customers of the BMW Group tailor-made and innovative financial services products for over 30 years. 
It is represented in all key sales markets across the world and successfully supports the sales of the Group brands BMW, MINI, Motorrad and, in future, Rolls-Royce as well. Its top priority is to meet customer needs. Alongside finance and leasing for customers and dealers, the product range also includes further products and services such as the BMW credit card, 
BMW Select, direct banking and insurance.

Original BMW Parts and Accessories is a partner of BMW Team Deutschland and works closely with manufacturers of motor sport equipment. The range only includes parts and accessories that meet the criteria of safety, quality, precision fit, system compatibility, reliability and design. BMW drivers benefit from the experience gained in racing. It guarantees quality in original BMW parts and accessories that sets benchmarks and brings the fascination of motor sport onto the road.
Technical partners.

Castrol stands for innovation and high-performance. The company enjoys international recognition as a lubricant specialist and is active in 130 countries. Castrol employs a workforce of more than 10,000 in developing, manufacturing, marketing and selling a range of 5,000 high-quality lubricating products for consumers, dealers, shipping and industry. Castrol supplies lubricants to Formula BMW and has since 1999 been in close partnership with the BMW Group in the areas of research, development, and aftersales and marketing. Castrol is also a Technical Sponsor of the BMW national teams in the WTCC.

Michelin has been producing tyres for more than 100 years and is one 
of the world’s leading manufacturers with a current market share of around 
20 per cent. As the inventor of the radial tyre, Michelin is a byword for 
sporty handling, bringing radial technology into all areas of motor sport and revolutionising Formula One with it in 1977. Michelin is a proven BMW motor sport partner, also for the WTCC. 

BBS has been a successful supplier of wheels to motor sport for more 
than 30 years. Nowhere are the demands on wheels higher and the loads geater than in motor racing. At BBS, these experiences filter directly into the development of road wheels. Thanks to its innovative products, BBS occupies the leading position in its field and is systematically developing its technical edge. In 1992, the company achieved the impossible when it produced Formula One wheels made of forged magnesium, saving some 20 percent in weight. Since then, this revolutionary wheel technology has conquered 
virtually all racing categories around the world. Its longstanding partnership with BMW is expected to secure renewed successes in the WTCC as well. 

Official suppliers.

PUMA was founded in 1948 in Herzogenaurach, Germany. One of the 
leading manufacturers of sports shoes, sportswear and accessories, PUMA has throughout its corporate history remained true to its four principles of authenticity, performance, technological innovation and accepting ever-new challenges. Today PUMA is the alternative sports brand that successfully unites impulses from the world of sport, lifestyle and fashion. For PUMA motor sport is no new territory either – the first racing shoes by PUMA were already being worn back in the 1970s and early ’80s. 1998 saw PUMA return to motor racing. Among others, it is a sponsor of BMW Team Deutschland in the FIA WTCC.

LuK is a leading supplier of clutches, components for CVT transmissions 
and pumps for hydraulic applications in cars. As well as its head office in Bühl, southwest Germany, the international enterprise has 16 manufacturing sites worldwide. A total workforce of some 8,000 employees feed in new ideas to ensure LuK’s customers in the motoring industry maintain their leading edge. Since the company was founded in 1965, LuK innovations have been setting benchmarks in clutch design. The LuK Aftermarket Service run from Langen near Frankfurt is a customer-oriented service and marketing operation with more than 300 staff.

Recaro seats are a byword for top quality when it comes to ergonomics, safety, technology and comfort. Recaro products are found wherever people and their needs are paramount. Professional racing drivers have to be able 
to rely on the quality and safety of their hardware, as spectacular races such as the Nürburgring 24 Hours or the Macau Grand Prix demand absolute peak performance – also from the materials involved. Recaro racing seats exceed all the relevant requirements and thereby provide a basis of trust. Today as in 
the past, Recaro is a pioneering seat manufacturer in terms of quality, safety and innovation. 
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