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Abay celebrates with double pole.
Round 15 Qualifying
Shanghai International Circuit, China
Shanghai, China –  Sam Abay (AUS/Team E-Rain) celebrated his 19th birthday today by taking pole position for Rounds 15 and 16 on a wet track,  dominating the single, 30-minute qualifying session and topping the timing sheets throughout.  The drivers’ second-best times dictate the starting order for the second race of the weekend, and Earl Bamber (NZL/Team Meritus), will start alongside Abay for Round 15, having struggled for much of the session and clocking his quickest time on the final lap.  BMW Junior Dominic Storey (NZL/Eurasia Motorsport) was third fastest overall.
For Round 16, championship-leader Abay’s second-fastest time of 2:30.205 gives him pole, followed once again by Storey and his fellow BMW Junior and team mate Aaron Lim (MAS).  BMW Junior Daniel Ricciardo, third overall in the driver classification going in to the next rounds, will start from 4th on the grid for both 10-lap races.
From the start of the session, Abay took control in the wet and setting quicker times as the seconds ticked by:  “It’s the first time in the wet in these cars, so I was a bit cautious to start with.  I built up a rhythm and tried to be smooth, which is key in the wet.  If you look slow, it means you’re fast in these conditions.”  And fast he was.

Junior and Rookie Storey, buoyed by his second season podium in Thailand earlier this month, was second fastest for much of the session, until Lim found his form to move into second.  However, by the flag Bamber had set his last-gasp lightning lap and Ricciardo had moved into 4th behind Storey, leaving Lim disappointed:  “I thought I’d be top three.  I made a mistake on the last lap, but I know that, based on last year, you can start from 5th or 6th and get up to the front,” he said of the wide and sweeping Shanghai International Circuit, which provides plenty of overtaking opportunities. 
Formula BMW USA driver Maxime Pelletier (CAN/Gelles Racing) makes his Asian series debut this weekend, and plans to compete in the final five rounds of the season.  Pelletier is third in the Rookie standings in the US series.
Round 16 of Formula BMW Asia will be held tomorrow (Sunday) over 10 laps each of the Shanghai International Circuit as an official support event to the Formula 1™ Sinopec Chinese Grand Prix.
Round 15 Qualifying.
	POS
	NO
	Driver/Nat
	Entrant
	Time

	1
	98
	Sam ABAY (AUS)
	Team E-Rain)
	2:29.976

	2
	78
	•Earl BAMBER (NZL)
	Team Meritus
	2:30.469

	3
	10
	*•Dominic STOREY (NZL)
	Eurasia Motorsport
	2:30.858

	4
	3
	*•Daniel RICCIARDO (AUS)
	Eurasia Motorsport
	2:30.867

	5
	2
	*Aaron LIM Say Joon (MAS)
	Eurasia Motorsport
	2:31.047

	6
	5
	Mohammed AL BAHARNA (BRN)
	Team E-Rain
	2:31.212

	7
	68
	*•James GRUNWELL (THA)
	Team Meritus
	2:31.627

	8
	25
	Zahir ALI (INA)
	Eurasia Motorsport
	2:31.722

	9
	22
	•Aditya AKKINENI (IND)
	Team E-Rain
	2:32.301

	10
	11
	Maxime PELLETIER (CAN)
	Gelles Racing
	2:36.239

	11
	12
	Mohamed Hanif NAZEER (IND)
	Ao’s Racing
	2:39.155


Round 16 Qualifying.

	POS
	NO
	Driver/Nat
	Entrant
	Time

	1
	98
	Sam ABAY (AUS)
	Team E-Rain)
	2:30.205

	2
	10
	*•Dominic STOREY (NZL)
	Eurasia Motorsport
	2:31.066

	3
	2
	*Aaron LIM Say Joon (MAS)
	Eurasia Motorsport
	2:31.088

	4
	3
	*•Daniel RICCIARDO (AUS)
	Eurasia Motorsport
	2:31.143

	5
	78
	•Earl BAMBER (NZL)
	Team Meritus
	2:31.361

	6
	5
	Mohammed AL BAHARNA (BRN)
	Team E-Rain
	2:31.533

	7
	25
	Zahir ALI (INA)
	Eurasia Motorsport
	2:31.880

	8
	22
	•Aditya AKKINENI (IND)
	Team E-Rain
	2:32.502

	9
	68
	*•James GRUNWELL (THA)
	Team Meritus
	2:32.592

	10
	11
	Maxime PELLETIER (CAN)
	Gelles Racing
	2:37.519

	11
	12
	Mohamed Hanif NAZEER (IND)
	Ao’s Racing
	2:40.788


*Scholarship driver

•Rookie Cup

# Non-Series Registered
Formula BMW Asia Points Standings after Round 14.

1. Sam Abay (AUS/Team E-Rain) 207 points; 2. Earl Bamber (NZL/Team Meritus) 193 points;  3. Daniel Ricciardo (AUS/Eurasia Motorsport) 163 points; 4. James Grunwell (THA/Team Meritus) 142 points; 5. Aaron Lim (MAS/Eurasia Motorsport) 106 points; 6. Dominic Storey (NZL/Eurasia Motorsport) 88 points; 7. Zahir Ali (INA/Eurasia Motorsport) 75 points; 8. Mohammed Al Baharna (BRN/Team E-Rain) 62 points; 9. Aditya Akkineni (IND/Team E-Rain) 46 points;  10. Hamed Al Fardan (BRN/Team Meritus) 40 points; 11.  Hafiz bin Helmi (SIN/Team Meritus) 9 points; 12. Mohammed Hanif Nazeer (IND/Ao’s Racing) 1 point; 13. Rayomand Banajee (IND/Privateer) 1 point.

Rookie Cup Points Standings after Round 14.

1. Earl Bamber 215 points; 2. Daniel Ricciardo 196 points; 3. James Grunwell 190 points;  4. Dominic Storey 137 points; 5. Aditya Akkineni 130 points.

Statistics:

Winners 2006:  Al Fardan (2); Earl Bamber (6); Sam Abay (4); Ricciardo (2)
Pole Positions: Bamber (7); Abay (6); Grunwell (1); Ricciardo (2)
Podiums: Abay (13); Bamber (9); Grunwell (6); Al Fardan (2); Ricciardo (8);  Storey (2); Lim (2)
Championship Points: 1. Abay (207); 2. Bamber (193); 3. Ricciardo (163)
Rookie Cup Winners:  Bamber (8); Grunwell (2); Storey (1) Ricciardo (3)
Rookie Cup Points: 1. Bamber (215); 2. Ricciardo (196); 3. Grunwell (190)
Background:

Formula BMW is the world’s leading entry-level championship in Formula racing. In 2006 the series will be held in Germany, the UK, Asia and the USA.  More than 80 up-and-coming drivers, some as young as 15-years old, will compete worldwide.  Racing five times in support of the Formula One World Championship, Formula BMW offers a worldwide stage, training through a multifaceted Education and Coaching Programme, and BMW’s longstanding Junior scholarship for deserving drivers. 

The FB02 race car is propelled by a 140 bhp BMW engine up to 230km/h.  The design exceeds the FIA safety requirements for its class, with the BMW Motorsport developed FORS Formula Rescue Race Seat, and the mandatory HANS safety system.
From November 24 to 26, 2006 the Circuit de la Comunitat Valenciana Ricardo Tormo will host the second Formula BMW World Final. Young racing drivers from the four regional Formula BMW series will compete against each other with the winner receiving a test drive with the BMW Sauber F1 Team.

Press Contact at the track:

Nikki Kemp, Mobile +(852) 9104 6109, nikki@prplus.com.hk 

Further information on Formula BMW Asia www.press.bmw.com
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