BMW

Corporate Communications

[image: image1.png]




Nürburgring 24 Hour Race 2003

BMW M3 GTR to celebrate its comeback

Munich (GER), 7 December 2002. The BMW M3 GTR is gearing up for a comeback. BMW will be lining up two of these sports cars on the starting grid of the 2003 Nürburgring 24 Hour Race on 31 May/1 June. The two German factory drivers Jörg Müller (33) and Dirk Müller (27) have already been nominated to man the cars; the other drivers are yet to be announced.

BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen comments: “This event is developing very positively, and with the BMW M3 GTR we have a car capable of pitching for overall victory. The decision to take part was made after clarification of questions of regulations and following our own tests on the Nordschleife in early November.”

BMW Motorsport Director Gerhard Berger adds: “We also regard this involvement as our contribution to one of Germany’s most traditional motorsport events.” 

Both drivers and cars will be in the best possible hands: the BMW works team of Schnitzer Motorsport led by team manager Charly Lamm will run the competition effort together with technical staff from BMW Motorsport. Under the direction of strategist Lamm, BMW touring cars have already claimed two overall victories at the 24 Hour Race on the Nürburgring as well as securing five triumphs in the 24 Hours of Spa-Francorchamps (BEL) and one in the 24-hour classic at Le Mans (FRA) in 1999 with the open-topped BMW V12 LMR prototype.

Since the premiere of the Nürburgring 24 Hour Race in 1970, a BMW has crossed the finishing line 16 times as overall winner, most recently in 1998. On that occasion the BMW 320d became the first diesel-powered touring car to win a marathon event of this kind.

The BMW M3 GTR, which will be fielded on the Nürburgring in 2003, was originally developed to compete in the American Le Mans Series (ALMS). The muscular coupé made its debut in that event in 2001 and swept the board: Jörg Müller won the Drivers’ championship, BMW Motorsport came top in the Team classifications, and BMW won the Manufacturers’ title in the company’s most important export market.

The four-litre V8 engine of the BMW M3 GTR provides an output in excess of 400 bhp. It is a short-stroke, high-speed, compact powerplant that follows entirely in the tradition of M engines. A specially developed chassis, optimized aerodynamics and a strategic lightweight design with carbon-fibre body components make this M3 into an impressive GT sports car.

Press contact: Heike Bartsch, tel. +49 (0) 89 – 382 33115, heike.bartsch@bmw.de
Formula BMW Asia 2003

Formula BMW goes East

Munich (GER), 7 December 2002. BMW’s talent promotion scheme is set to conquer Asia. In the forthcoming season the Formula BMW ADAC Championship, already highly successful in Germany, will be matched by a Far Eastern counterpart. The season is expected to start on 22/23 March as part of the Malaysian Formula One Grand Prix in Sepang. The final is scheduled for 25/26 October in Beijing.

On 3 December in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, BMW Motorsport introduced Formula BMW and the training programme. “We are thoroughly persuaded by our talent promotion concept and are delighted at the involvement in the Far East,” stated BMW Motorsport Director Gerhard Berger. “Interest in motor racing is on the increase in Asia, and in order to produce top-class racing drivers you have to get the basics right. Formula BMW starts at a crucial career stage, namely the switch from kart to Formula racing.”

Technically, the Formula racing car developed by BMW is the most innovative vehicle of its class. It features a modern carbon-fibre monocoque, sequential transmission and a 1.2-litre BMW motorcycle engine giving 140 bhp, as well as setting benchmarks in terms of safety technology. The Formula BMW is the first car in its class to meet all the safety standards stipulated by the FIA, the world’s motorsport governing body, for significantly more powerful Formula 3 models. The specially developed BMW safety seat, FORS (Formula Rescue Seat), even exceeds the requirements for Formula One.

A comprehensive training programme for aspiring adolescent drivers is an integral part of the Formula BMW concept. Among other tuition, they receive instruction on technology, sports regulations and PR, as well as nutrition and fitness care. Five talented young drivers have the chance to earn a scholarship worth 35,000 dollars.

Formula BMW made its debut in Germany in 2002. In the 20 races that comprised the Formula BMW ADAC Championship, Nico Rosberg of Finland, the 17-year-old son of former Formula One World Champion Keke Rosberg, excelled in a starting field of 28 drivers from nine nations.

Beyond Formula BMW Asia, the internationalization of Formula BMW includes plans for further parallel series. 

Provisional dates for Formula BMW Asia 2003:

1. 22/23 Mar, Sepang (MAL)
5. 23/24 Aug, Everland (KOR)

2. 19/20 Apr, Johor (MAL)
6. 27/28 Sep, Autopolis (JAP)

3. 07/08 Jun, Sepang (MAL)
7. 25/26 Oct, Beijing (CHN)

4. 19/20 Jul, Bira (THA)
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