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FIA World Touring Car Championship.

Exciting races, six victories – yet no titles for BMW in 2008.
The FIA World Touring Car Championship came to an end with a thrilling finale in Macau (MO). However the drivers of the BMW national teams were out of the running for championship titles two rounds before the end of the series. SEAT driver Yvan Muller (FR) succeeds Andy Priaulx (GB), who won a hat-trick of world championship titles for BMW Team UK, as touring car world champion.
Once again Priaulx was the best-placed BMW driver in the overall classification. He ended the season in fourth, having scored 81 points. BMW Team Germany driver Augusto Farfus (BR) picked up 63 points to finish sixth in the Drivers’ Championship. His team-mate, Jörg Müller (DE), ended three points further back, in seventh. BMW Team Italy-Spain’s two drivers, Félix Porteiro (ES) and Alessandro Zanardi (IT), followed in 10th and 13th respectively. A fourth title, too, evaded BMW in the Manufacturers’ Championship, where the German company, with 274 points, was classified second behind SEAT.

“Our heartiest congratulations to Yvan Muller and SEAT,” says BMW Motorsport Director, Mario Theissen. “With their turbo diesel engine our opponents dominated proceedings this year. Naturally we are disappointed not to have successfully defended either title. Nevertheless we are proud of our results during the season. To have scored six victories in a tightly-contested series is still a respectable achievement. All the same, things must change for next year. The basis is a set of regulations which offer all the manufacturers the opportunity of competing in a balanced and fair competition. This basic principle is absolutely crucial to the future of the World Touring Car Championship.”
Driver quintet more equal than ever.
Early in the season it became clear that renewed title defences by BMW during 2008 would be no easy task. BMW’s victory drought lasted until the event in Pau (FR), where for the first time this year one of the five drivers of the BMW 320si WTCC was able to score victory, with Farfus claiming the first win of the season. Shortly thereafter Priaulx followed up with the marque’s second victory on the “Circuit de Pau Ville”.
At the next race in Brno (CZ), Zanardi scored his third WTCC career victory amid much celebration. In Brands Hatch (GB) Müller managed the leap to the top of the podium, while BMW was able to celebrate its second double victory of the year on home soil at Oschersleben (DE) courtesy of Farfus and Porteiro.

Thus for the first time all five BMW national team drivers were able to score victories in the same year, while they ended the season more tightly placed than ever before. BMW celebrated a total of 24 podium places in 24 races.

Winner from the word go: the BMW 320si WTCC.
When the BMW 320si WTCC made its debut in the FIA World Touring Car Championship on 2nd April 2006, this impressive racing car immediately proved its outstanding performance abilities: not only did Priaulx claim pole position, but powered the car to its first win. Ten further victories followed during its maiden season; nine fell to the BMW national team drivers in 2007. With a total of 26 victories at world championship level to date, the BMW 320si WTCC has proven itself across the globe as a worthy representative of the sporty BMW 3 Series, and has successfully followed in the footsteps of its illustrious predecessors. To date BMW has 24 European and seven World touring car Championships to its name, and only the use of turbo diesel engines by the opposition in 2008 has interrupted the BMW 320si WTCC’s run of successes.

Successful across the world.
The BMW 320si WTCC was developed by BMW Motorsport using the production car of the same name as its basis. Following its successful debut in 2006, the Munich-based engineers were able to continuously improve the vehicle. The demand for racing kits of the BMW 320si WTCC, which can be used by race teams across the world to compete in series using Super2000 regulations, is substantial. By the end of 2008 over 60 examples had been delivered by the BMW Racing Parts division.

The BMW 320si WTCC has won numerous national championships. Among others, this year Richard Göransson (SE) and Jan Magnussen (DK) claimed victory in the Swedish and Danish Touring Car Championships respectively, while in Bulgaria George Tanev (BG) took overall honours, as did Mikko Eskelinen (FI) in Finland. The Independents’ Trophy division of the WTCC, too, was won by a BMW driver: Sergio Hernández (ES) secured the privateers category in a Proteam Motorsport BMW 320si WTCC.

FIA World Touring Car Championship race review.

Curitiba (BR).
BMW started the 2008 season successfully. In the second heat in Curitiba, Andy Priaulx and Félix Porteiro celebrated their respective second and third places on the podium. Jörg Müller and Augusto Farfus contributed to a good overall result with their fourth and sixth places. In the season-opening race Farfus crossed the line in third, only to be retrospectively excluded for a technical infringement, despite the stewards finding that BMW Team Germany did not do this on purpose. A V-clip fastening the underbody to the car was not to specification. Farfus’ exclusion moved Müller up to third and Priaulx to fourth, with Porteiro being awarded sixth place. Yvan Muller and Gabriele Tarquini won the two races for SEAT. Priaulx lies third in the Drivers’ Championship with 13 points. In the Manufacturers’ Championship BMW’s 25 points equates to second place.

Puebla (MX).
After a gap year in 2007, the “Autódromo Miguel E. Abed” situated near Puebla returned to the WTCC calendar. It did, though, prove a challenging event for the BMW national teams, with Andy Priaulx’s eighth place in the afternoon race being the only consolation. Victors on the 3.240-kilometre circuit were SEAT drivers Jordi Gené and Tiago Monteiro, who were able to capitalise on the advantages provided by their turbo diesel engines at Puebla’s 2,200 metre elevation. The altitude causes an appreciable loss in performance, which affects turbo diesel engines less than it does BMW’s P45 engine. Numerous incidents in both heats conspired to ensure that the BMW drivers failed to improve on their standings. In six races to date in Mexico, BMW has scored a single podium place.

Valencia (ES).
In the first European WTCC event of the season Andy Priaulx scores his second podium of 2008. In the sixth round of the year the Guernsey-man takes the flag in third, having finished seventh in the morning race. Jörg Müller, too, scored points with fifth and fourth places, while team-mate Augusto Farfus failed to make the top-eight cut, as did Alessandro Zanardi and Félix Porteiro. Chevrolet drivers Robert Huff and Alain Menu celebrated their first victories of the season. After just six races a picture, which will become increasingly clearer as the season progresses, has begun to crystallise: even when the BMW 320si WTCCs post identical or even faster lap times, the SEAT turbo diesels are virtually impossible to overtake due to their performance and torque advantages. In addition, Chevrolet – particularly when running with lower handicap weights – has become increasingly competitive.
Pau (FR).
Augusto Farfus and Andy Priaulx scored BMW’s first two 2008 WTCC victories at the “Circuit de Pau Ville”. Farfus used his pole position for the seventh race of the season to perfect effect to cross the line with a record margin of 17.851 seconds over Yvan Muller. Priaulx ended the day’s first race in eighth, thus securing the prime starting position for race two. An hour before the start of the afternoon race rain storms hit the region, resulting in a drenched circuit and difficult conditions. Still, Priaulx is able to put in an error-free drive to lead Nicola Larini and Rickard Rydell across the line. It is the triple world champion’s tenth victory. Farfus’ sixth place ensures further points; however, Jörg Müller, Alessandro Zanardi and Félix Porteiro leave the classic street circuit empty-handed. In the overall classification, Priaulx (33 points) is the best-placed BMW driver in fourth place, while BMW’s 85 points mean it once again trails SEAT in the Manufacturers’ Championship.

Brno (CZ).
At the “Automotodrom Brno” Alessandro Zanardi experienced the most successful weekend of his WTCC career. Having claimed his maiden WTCC pole position, he added victory in the ninth race of the season to his previous two wins in Oschersleben (2005) and Turkey (2006). Félix Porteiro’s second place completed a perfect one-two for BMW Team Italy-Spain, with Augusto Farfus and Jörg Müller claiming fourth and fifth respectively. Andy Priaulx only manages 14th place. In the second race Zanardi again put in a strong performance to work his way up from eighth to second, with only Gabriele Tarquini beating the determined driver to the line. Farfus took his second fourth place of the weekend; Porteiro’s fifth place contributes a further four world championship points. Müller took sixth immediately ahead of Priaulx. BMW Motorsport Director, Mario Theissen, in attendance at the race in the Czech Republic, accepted the winner’s trophy – the second in eight days after the triumph scored by Robert Kubica in the Canadian Formula One Grand Prix.

Estoril (PT).
At the mid-season point Andy Priaulx made up ground on the front-runners, finishing sixth in the first race and scoring yet another podium place with third in the second round at the “Circuito do Estoril”. Félix Porteiro’s eighth and fourth places respectively make him the next most successful BMW driver after Priaulx. Seventh in the afternoon race ensured two championship points for Jörg Müller, while Augusto Farfus retired from the first race. Priaulx’s deficit on championship leader Gabriele Tarquini, who failed to score in Estoril, shrinks to 15 points. SEAT’s dominance, though, is underscored by Rickard Rydell and Tiago Monteiro with their two victories.
Brands Hatch (GB).
Jörg Müller features on the winners’ list for the first time in 2008 after he won the 13th race of the season. Andy Priaulx crossed the line in third to take his fifth podium place of the year for BMW Team UK. BMW Team Italy-Spain’s pairing of Alessandro Zanardi and Félix Porteiro rounded off a good overall performance with fourth and sixth respectively. In race two Porteiro and Zanardi followed winner Alain Menu across the line in second and third places respectively, while Müller took the flag in fourth. After an accident in race one, Farfus made up 18 places to end sixth, while Priaulx retired with a puncture. However, in the Drivers’ Championship he moved up to third place. The local hero also thrilled the home crowd with two spectacular demonstration runs in a BMW Sauber F1 Team racing car.
Oschersleben (DE).
For the second time this year both races of the weekend went to BMW. The victories of Augusto Farfus and Félix Porteiro ensured a successful home event in the Magdeburg region for BMW. In the 15th race of the season Farfus relegated Robert Huff and Alain Menu to second and third respectively. In the second race Porteiro perfectly converted his pole position into his first victory of the season. Andy Priaulx was forced off the track and into retirement by Gabriele Tarquini, but later made up for the mishap with a charge from 26th to fifth by the end of the second race. Jörg Müller, too, failed to make it to the end of the first race, while ninth in the second meant he left Oschersleben without points, as did Alessandro Zanardi. In the Manufacturers’ Championship, BMW, in second place with 192 points, managed to shorten the gap to SEAT.

Imola (IT).
Upon the WTCC’s return to the “Autodromo Enzo e Dino Ferrari” Jörg Müller drove to second in the season’s 18th race. He crossed the line behind Honda’s James Thompson, while Andy Priaulx harvested world championship points with seventh place, as did Müller’s team-mate Augusto Farfus, who finished eighth. In the first race, won by Yvan Muller, Farfus and Müller were alone in scoring points for BMW with their seventh and eighth places. Alessandro Zanardi missed out on points in both rounds. After finishing tenth in race one, his team-mate Félix Porteiro retired after being involved in a start line accident in race two. As the cars left the starting grid he drove into the SEAT of Gabriele Tarquini, who had stalled. Both drivers were uninjured. Priaulx’s 55 points ensured he remained the most successful BMW driver in the current world championship rankings, although his deficit on leader Muller amounts to 25 points.
Monza (IT).
During the second WTCC event on Italian soil, held within 14 days of the first, success and retirement were too closely intertwined for Andy Priaulx. In the season’s 19th race he claimed a hard-fought third place. He secured fourth at the “Autodromo Nazionale di Monza” before profiting from a time penalty awarded against an opponent. Alessandro Zanardi’s eighth place provided a further point. In the second race the local hero finished seventh, while Augusto Farfus’s chase from the back of the grid was rewarded with eighth place. Priaulx, though, retired from fifth with a damaged tyre. In the last two European races of the season Jörg Müller finished ninth and tenth. After an accident in race one, Félix Porteiro also failed to score in the second race. Thus only Priaulx retained a theoretical chance of winning the Drivers’ Championship in the remaining races in Okayama and Macau. However, he was 34 points behind Muller.

Okayama (JP).
At the “Okayama International Circuit”, four BMW drivers made it onto the podium. Jörg Müller finished race one, which was held in wet conditions, second closely followed by Andy Priaulx. On a drying track, Müller’s team-mate Augusto Farfus scored eight points by coming second in race two, while BMW privateer, Sérgio Hernández, claimed third for Proteam Motorsport. SEAT’s Rickard Rydell and Tom Coronel took the two victories at the 3.703-kilometre track. BMW Team Italy-Spain’s Félix Porteiro was rewarded with a point for his impressive drive through the field in race two. Alessandro Zanardi, however, left Japan empty-handed. In the manufacturers’ classification, SEAT won the championship title with two more races to go, after scoring 304 points. BMW followed in second, 53 points behind, but could not be caught by Chevrolet in the season finale. In the Drivers’ Championship, no BMW driver was in with a chance of winning the title. It was now a two-way fight between Yvan Muller and Gabriele Tarquini to determine the successor to Priaulx.

Macau (MO).
In the 2008 FIA World Touring Car Championship’s season finale at Macau’s “Guia Circuit”, Andy Priaulx claimed a podium position in each of the two races. In the 23rd round of the year, he crossed the line second, just 0.523 seconds behind the race winner, Alain Menu. In the chaotic second race, Priaulx secured his ninth podium result of the season by coming third. Augusto Farfus finished fourth in race one, but crashed out of the second while leading on the final lap. Alessandro Zanardi put in an excellent performance in race two: He had started from the pit lane, but still managed to finish fifth. Jörg Müler and Félix Porteiro left Macau empty-handed. With 114 points, Yvan Muller secured his first world championship title. Priaulx took fourth in the drivers’ classification. In the Manufacturers’ Championship, BMW added 23 points to its tally, giving it a total of 274 and consolidating its second place in the manufacturers’ championship behind SEAT. Sergio Hernández of Proteam Motorsport won the Independents’ Trophy. 

Did you know….

…that this season BMW drivers won six races, and scored double victories in Pau and Oschersleben?
…that BMW achieved 24 podium places in 2008?

…that the BMW 320si WTCC has scored a total of 26 victories in the World Touring Car Championship?

…that BMW drivers set the fastest lap in 13 races?

…that to date no World Touring Car Championship driver has won as many victories as Andy Priaulx and Jörg Müller (ten each)? Müller also tops the fastest lap ranking (11).

…that Andy Priaulx has scored 34 podium finishes during his WTCC career to date – more than any other driver?

…that Andy Priaulx leads the all-time WTCC points’ listing with 347 points?

…that BMW Team Italy-Spain has enjoyed its most successful season to date? Félix Porteiro and Alessandro Zanardi celebrated two victories and scored 87 points between them.

…that Augusto Farfus won the race in Pau with a WTCC record advantage (+17.851 seconds over Yvan Muller)?

…that Andy Priaulx thrilled his home crowd at Brands Hatch by demonstrating a BMW Sauber F1 Team racing car?

…that to date over 60 racing kits of the BMW 320si WTCC have been sold to international customer teams?

…that Félix Porteiro was the first former GP2 driver competing in the World Touring Car Championship?

…that the Farfus family owns a well-known restaurant chain in Brazil?

…that Andy Priaulx and his wife Jo founded the Priaulx Premature Baby Foundation in aid of prematurely born babies?
…that in 2008 Andy Priaulx was bestowed with the title “Member of the British Empire” by Queen Elizabeth II?

…that Andy Priaulx’s Guernsey birthplace dedicated a set of postage stamps to him?

…that the BMW 320si WTCC is the first racing car developed by the BMW Group to have been constructed entirely on CATIA V5 simulation programmes?

…that the chassis of the BMW 320si WTCC is built alongside BMW 1 and 3 Series production cars in BMW’s Regensburg plant, and undergoes the same manufacturing processes?

…that an experienced team of body specialists devote approximately 200 man-hours to the construction of a safety cell consisting of 38 metres of steel tubing plus various angle braces and fittings?

…that the BMW P45 engine comprises around 1200 individual components?

…that thanks to an engine timing retardation device, the drivers of the BMW 320si WTCC have no need to activate clutches during gear changes?

…that Roberto Ravaglia, current Team Principal of BMW Team Italy-Spain, won the first-ever World Touring Car Championship in 1987 driving a BMW M3?

FIA WTCC – 2008 Drivers’ Championship.

	Driver
	Curitiba
	Puebla
	Valencia
	Pau
	Brno
	Estoril
	Brands Hatch
	Oschersleben
	Imola
	Monza
	Okayama
	Macau
	Overall

	1 Yvan Muller (FR)

SEAT
	10

4
	3

5


	5

1


	8

2


	1

4


	6

8


	8

0
	0

1


	10

4


	10

5


	2

3
	6

8
	114

	2 Gabriele Tarquini (IT)

SEAT
	4

10


	4

6


	8

4


	4

5


	3

10


	0

0


	2

4


	0

0


	4

0
	8

10


	0

0
	2

0
	88

	3 Robert Huff (GB)

Chevrolet
	0

0
	0

0
	10

8


	5

4


	0

0
	5

4


	0

0


	8

6


	5

6


	3

0


	5

4
	4

10
	87

	4 Andy Priaulx (GB)

BMW
	5

8


	0

1
	2

6


	1

10
	0

1


	3

6


	6

0
	0

4


	0

2


	6

0
	6

0
	8

6
	81

	5 Rickard Rydell (SE)

SEAT
	8

2
	8

8


	0

2


	3

6


	0

0


	10

1


	0

0


	3

0


	8

3


	0

0


	10

0
	0

5
	77

	6 Augusto Farfus (BR) 

BMW
	0

3
	0

0
	0

0
	10

3
	5

6
	0

0
	0

3
	10

3
	2

1
	0

1
	3

8
	5

0
	 63

	7 Jörg Müller (DE)

BMW
	6

5
	0

0


	4

5


	0

0
	4

2
	0

2
	10

5
	0

0
	1

8
	0

0
	8

0
	0

0
	60

	8 Jordi Gené (ES)

SEAT
	0

1


	10

4


	6

3


	6

0
	0

0
	4

0
	0

0
	4

5


	0

0
	2

8
	0

0
	3

0
	56

	9 Alain Menu (CH)

Chevrolet
	0

0
	1

2
	1

10
	0

0


	6

3
	0

0
	1

10
	6

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	10

0
	54

	10 Félix Porteiro (ES)

BMW
	3

6
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	8

5
	1

5
	3

8
	1

10
	0

0
	0

0
	0

1
	0

0
	51

	11 Nicola Larini (IT)

Chevrolet
	0

0
	6

0
	3

0
	2

8
	0

0
	8

3
	0

0
	0

0
	3

5
	4

6
	0

0
	0

0
	48

	12 Tiago Monteiro (PT)

SEAT
	0

0
	2

10
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	2

10
	0

0
	5

0
	0

0
	5

3
	4

2
	0

0
	43

	13 Alessandro Zanardi               

(IT), BMW
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	10

8
	0

0
	5

6
	0

0
	0

0
	1

2
	0

0
	0

4
	36

	14 Tom Coronel (NL)
SEAT
	2

0
	5

3
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	4

0
	2

8
	0

0
	0

0
	1

10
	0

0
	35

	15 James Thompson 

(GB), Honda
	-

-
	-

-
	0

0
	0

1
	2

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	6

10
	0

0
	0

5
	1

0
	25

	16 Sergio Hernández 

(ES), BMW
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

1
	0

2
	0

0


	0

0
	0

6
	0

0
	9

	17 Franz Englster (DE), BMW
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

3
	3

	18 Stefano d’Aste (IT)
BMW
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

2
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	-

-
	2

	18 Manabu Orido (JP), Chevrolet
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	0

0
	0

0
	0

2
	2

	20 Olivier Tielemans (NL), BMW
	1

0
	0

0
	0

0
	-

-


	0

0
	0

0
	-

-
	0

0
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	1

	20 Matthew Marsh (HK), BMW
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	0

0
	0

1
	1


FIA WTCC – 2008 Manufacturers’ Championship.

	Manufacturer
	Curitiba
	Puebla
	Valencia
	Pau
	Brno
	Estoril
	Brands Hatch
	Oschersleben
	Imola
	Monza
	Okayama
	Macau
	Overall

	1 SEAT
	18

15
	18

18
	14

7
	14

11
	8

15
	16

18
	13

9
	9

13
	18

7
	18

18
	14

13
	9

13
	326

	2 BMW
	11

14
	7

8
	8

11
	13

13
	18

14
	7

11
	16

14
	13

14
	5

10
	9

7
	14

14
	13

10
	274

	3 Chevrolet
	0

7
	11

10
	14

18
	9

12
	8

6
	13

7
	6

13
	14

9
	9

11
	9

11
	8

6
	14

13
	238

	4 Honda
	-

-
	-

-
	3

3
	2

2
	5

4
	0

0
	3

2
	2

0
	6

10
	2

2
	3

6
	3

2
	60


	Position
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Points
	10
	8
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1














