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British Grand Prix

19th – 21st June 2009 

8th of 17 World Championship races

Preview.

Munich/Hinwil, 12thJune 2009. Spurred on by the World Championship points collected in Turkey, the BMW Sauber F1 Team is working tirelessly on further improvements to the F1.09. The British Grand Prix at Silverstone offers another opportunity for the recently debuted double-decker diffuser to prove its mettle, along with a series of other upgrades.  

The ingredients which make up the special atmosphere at the British Grand Prix read like a template for motor sport: a challenging track layout, renowned high-speed corners, frequently unpredictable weather and, above all, enthusiastic fans. This is racing at its purest. The large number of medium and high-speed corners at Silverstone place a premium on downforce and aerodynamic balance.

Many will travel to Silverstone this year with tears in their eyes; for 2010 there is no Formula One race planned at the time-honoured Northamptonshire circuit. Instead the British Grand Prix is supposed to move to Donington Park.
Robert Kubica:

“I always like to go racing at Silverstone. The British fans are amazing. It is a historic motor sport place and you can always feel the special racing atmosphere there. Usually the weather is quite unpredictable at Silverstone. Wind plays an important role. Especially in the high-speed corners it can have a big effect on the car’s behaviour. From a driver’s perspective the circuit is quite challenging. The first sector is very fast and has a couple of real high-speed corners. I think Silverstone might be a track that suits our car.” 

Nick Heidfeld: 

“I’ve always really liked driving at Silverstone and I’ve been there many times. I first raced at the track in Formula 3000 and then did a lot of kilometres there in my early days as a Formula One test driver. I’ve always enjoyed competing at the circuit but, despite the number of laps I’ve covered there, for some reason it has never been one of my showcase tracks, unlike Budapest or Suzuka. Last year’s race in Silverstone was great. In the middle of all the chaos caused by the weather we opted for the right tyres, and I was able to pull off several good overtaking manoeuvres and finish second. 

“The whole opening section at Silverstone is fantastic – very fast and unmistakable. I would be really disappointed if Silverstone did end up being taken off the calendar. I’ve never found the circuit outdated – traditional yes, but not antiquated. In addition to the wonderful corners at the track, the very special atmosphere generated by the fans would be a big loss.”
Mario Theissen, BMW Motorsport Director: 
“Going into the British Grand Prix we are well aware that we still have a serious amount of work to do. However, we can now build on our performance in Istanbul. We fitted a double-decker diffuser for the first time in Turkey and the effect was clear. Our car was fast enough to score points thanks to our own performance. Of course, nobody within the team is satisfied with the result, but we will use it as a platform to put the next steps into action. We have increased our speed of development and will arrive at Silverstone with another package of new components. From now on we will introduce significant improvements to the car at two to three-race intervals, and these will include further development stages of the double-decker diffuser. We are a long way away from writing off the 2009 season.”
Willy Rampf, Head of Engineering:

“To be quick at Silverstone you need to have a car with a lot of downforce, but above all one with very good balance. The track is characterised by its many medium and high-speed corners, and it is critical that the drivers carry a lot of speed out of them. Maggots-Becketts-Chapel is one of the best and most challenging combinations on the Formula One calendar. The track surface is pretty rough, which means that tyres come in for a good deal of punishment. Bridgestone is bringing the same two compounds to Silverstone which did such a good job in Istanbul. We used the double-decker diffuser for the first time in Turkey and took a step forward as a result. This was certainly pleasing, but we are still far from satisfied with the situation. Our intention is to introduce improvements to the car at short intervals. We will be running a further developed front wing at Silverstone with the aim of improving the balance of the car. I am confident we can continue our upward trend.”
  

Facts and figures:

	Circuit/Date
	Silverstone / 21st June 2009

	Start time (local/UTC)
	13.00 hrs / 12.00 hrs 

	Lap/Race distance
	5.141 km / 308.355 km (60 laps)

	Corners 
	10 right-hand and 7 left-hand corners

	Winner 

2008
	Lewis Hamilton, Vodafone McLaren Mercedes,

1 hr 39:09.440 min

	Pole position 

2008
	Heikki Kovalainen, Vodafone McLaren Mercedes,

1:21.049 min

	Fastest lap

2008 
	Kimi Räikkönen, Scuderia Ferrari Marlboro,

1:32.150 min

	Data 2008


	Full-throttle percentage: 64%

Top speed: 294 km/h

Longest section at full throttle: 12 sec / 890 m

Gear changes per lap: 40

Tyre wear: medium to high

Brake wear: low

Downforce level: high 


	Driver
	Robert Kubica
	Nick Heidfeld

	Date of birth
	07.12.1984
	10.05.1977

	Place of birth
	Krakow/Poland
	Mönchengladbach/Germany

	Nationality
	Polish
	German

	Residence
	Monaco
	Stäfa, Switzerland

	Marital status

 
	Single
	Partner Patricia Papen, 

daughter Juni, son Joda

	Height
	1.84 m
	1.67 m

	Weight
	72 kg
	59 kg

	F1 debut
	2006, Budapest
	2000, Melbourne

	GP starts
	47
	159

	Pole positions
	1
	1 

	Wins
	1
	-

	Podium places
	8
	12

	Fastest laps
	-
	2

	Best placing
	4th (2008)
	5th (2007 and 2008)

	Points total
	122
	206

	Points 2009
	2
	6


	BMW Sauber F1 Team

	Founded
	01.01.2006

	Locations
	Munich (DE) and Hinwil (CH)

	F1 debut
	2006, Melbourne

	GP starts
	58

	Pole positions
	1

	Wins
	1

	Podium places
	16 (6 x 3rd / 9 x 2nd / 1 x 1st)

	Fastest laps
	2

	World Championship placings
	5th (2006), 36 points

2nd (2007), 101 points

3rd (2008), 135 points
8th (2009), 8 points after 7 GPs


Season 2009:

	
	Robert Kubica
	Nick Heidfeld

	
	Qualifying
	Race
	Points
	Qualifying
	Race
	Points

	Australian GP
	4th
	15th
accident
	-
	11th 

(grid 9)
	10th
	-

	Malaysian GP (half points)
	8th
 (grid 6)
	DNF
	-
	11th 

(grid 10)
	2nd 
	4



	Chinese GP


	18th
(grid 17)
	13th
	-
	11th
	12th 
	-

	Bahrain GP
	13th
	18th
	-
	14th
	19th
	-

	Spanish GP 
	10th
	11th
	-
	13th
	7th
	2

	Monaco GP
	18th
(grid 17)
	DNF
	-
	17th
(grid 16)
	11th
	-

	Turkish GP
	10th
	7th
	2
	11th
	11th
	-


History and background 

“Welcome to Silverstone – The Home of British Motor Racing” is the confident welcome above the main entrance to the venue for the British Grand Prix. 2009 sees Silverstone host the race for the 43rd time. The circuit is located in a rural setting about halfway between Birmingham to the north and Oxford to the south. Formerly a military airfield during the Second World War, the venue witnessed its first race on 2nd October 1948. Since the official inauguration of Formula One (in 1950) the British Grand Prix has also been held at Aintree (five times) and Brands Hatch (12 times). England has also played host to three European Grands Prix: at Brands Hatch in 1983 and 1985 and at Donington Park in 1993.

Schedule for group interviews at the weekend:

Thursday:

13.30-13.40 – Robert Kubica – TV

13.40-14.00 – Robert Kubica – print media

13.30-13.50 – Nick Heidfeld – print media

13.50-14.00 – Nick Heidfeld – TV

14.00-14.10 – Christian Klien – TV

14.10-14.30 – Christian Klien – print media

18.00-18.30 – Willy Rampf – by prior arrangement only
Friday:

16.45-16.55 – Robert Kubica – TV

16.45-16.55 – Nick Heidfeld – TV

Saturday:

15.45-16.05 – Robert Kubica – print media

16.05-16.15 – Robert Kubica –TV 

15.45-15.55 – Nick Heidfeld – TV

15.55-16.15 – Nick Heidfeld – print media

16.30-16.35 – Mario Theissen – TV

16.35-17.00 – Mario Theissen – print media

Sunday:

After the end of the race, Kubica and Heidfeld will be on hand behind the FIA garage, Theissen and Rampf in the team area.

Involvement in the FIA press conference means the group interviews will be cancelled on the relevant day.

Media website www.press.bmw-motorsport.com 

Team website www.bmw-sauber-f1.com
 




