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Strong showing at the world’s largest motoring 
“garden party”: 
BMW Group Classic presents BMW Motorsport icons at 
the Goodwood Festival of Speed 2013. 
 
 
 

 
Munich. 2013 will see the world’s largest motoring “garden party” – held in the 

grounds of Lord March’s Goodwood House every year since 1993 – celebrating 

“the best of the first 20 years”. The one-of-a-kind Goodwood Festival of Speed 

will mark its 20th anniversary from 12-14 July this year, once again conjuring up 

a unique atmosphere for the fastest, loudest and most exciting racing machines 

from the past and present. The event has been one of the highlights of the 

calendar for BMW Group Classic for many years now, and BMW will line up for 

the 2013 edition of the legendary Hillclimb with a total of nine extraordinary 

BMW racing cars and motorcycles piloted by some world-renowned 

personalities. The company’s involvement this year will be headlined by two very 

special anniversaries: the founding of BMW Motorrad 90 years ago and Nelson 

Piquet’s Formula One World Championship win with the Brabham BMW BT52 

30 years ago.  

 

The participating BMW racing motorcycles/cars and their 

riders/drivers are: 

BMW R 50 (1966), rider: Helmut Dähne 

BMW RS 54 sidecar (1970), riders: Theo Sattler and Hans Jürgen Eckert 

BMW Boxer Cup R 1100 S (2002), riders: Michael Neeves, Marc Potter 

BMW Power Cup K 1200 R (2005), riders: Michael Neeves, Marc Potter 

BMW HP4 (2013), rider: Chaz Davies 

BMW S 1000 RR (2013), rider: Michael Neeves 
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Brabham BMW BT52 (1983 Formula One World Championship-winning car), 

driver: Nelson Piquet 

BMW V12 LMR (Le Mans winning car 1999), drivers: Marc Surer and Steve 

Soper 

BMW M1 Procar (1979), driver: Riccardo Patrese 

 

90 years of BMW Motorrad – racing success straight off the 

start line. 

The history of BMW Motorrad can be traced back to the BMW R 32 developed 

by Max Friz in 1923. Over the decades since, BMW’s motorcycle wing has 

earned itself a glowing reputation around the world thanks to a stream of 

pioneering innovations, motor sport triumphs, outstanding quality standards and 

distinctive design. The racing machines in action at the Goodwood Festival of 

Speed pay tribute to the BMW two-wheelers’ impressive record of success on 

the track and allow visitors to experience at close quarters the rapid pace of 

technical development over the decades.  

 

Back on track – the restored Brabham BMW BT52.  

1983 was a very special year for the BMW brand. Brazilian driver Nelson Piquet 

piloted a Brabham BMW to the Formula One World Championship crown – the 

first driver in Formula One history to win the title in a car powered by a 

turbocharged engine. It took just 630 days after BMW linked up with the British 

Brabham team as engine supplier for the sensation to come about; BMW 

Motorsport had laid down a milestone.  

 

The 1983 World Championship-winning Brabham BMW BT52 has been 

comprehensively restored to mark the 30-year anniversary of its title triumph. 

The Historic Motorsport team headed by Norbert Knerr set about piecing the 

tricky puzzle of the Formula One car back together – a complex and detailed 

task. The restoration of the BT52 was carried out with help from the company’s 

present-day development departments, as well as the mechanics and senior 
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figures involved in the project back in 1983. With precious little technical 

documentation to be found, the expertise and commitment of those who were 

there at the time was particularly important; indeed, without their input the 

project could never have materialised in this form.  

 

The Goodwood Festival of Speed will provide the newly restored Formula One 

car with its official driving debut – and it goes without saying that Nelson Piquet 

will be behind the wheel once again for the occasion. 

 

 
 
For questions please contact: 
BMW Group Corporate and Governmental Affairs  
Technology Communications 
Stefan Behr 
Spokesman Heritage and Driving Experience 
Phone: +49-89-382-51376 
mailto: Stefan.Behr@bmw.de 
 
 
Media Website: www.press.bmwgroup.com 
E-mail: presse@bmw.de 
 

 
 
 
BMW Group Classic 
 
BMW Group Classic is responsible for all activities within the BMW Group associated 
with the history of the company and its three brands BMW, MINI and Rolls-Royce. This 
ranges from the Group Archives, which are available to anyone as a centre of expertise 
for all the facts and figures surrounding the history of the company, the brands and the 
products, through the BMW Museum, which receives more than 400,000 visitors each 
year, to the BMW Classic Centre where all the facilities are provided that drivers require 
to satisfy their passion for classic BMW vehicles from spare parts to full restoration. 
Another aspect is planning and implementation of participation in all the classic events 
attended, and administration and expansion of the vehicle collection with more than 
1,000 exhibits. 
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The BMW Group 
 
The BMW Group is one of the most successful manufacturers of automobiles and 
motorcycles in the world with its BMW, MINI, Husqvarna Motorcycles and Rolls-Royce 
brands. As a global company, the BMW Group operates 29 production and assembly 
facilities in 14 countries and has a global sales network in more than 140 countries. 
 
In 2012, the BMW Group sold about 1.85 million cars and more than 117,000 
motorcycles worldwide. The profit before tax for the financial year 2011 was euro 7.38 
billion on revenues amounting to euro 68.82 billion. At 31 December 2011, the BMW 
Group had a workforce of approximately 100,000 employees. 
 
The success of the BMW Group has always been built on long-term thinking and 
responsible action. The company has therefore established ecological and social 
sustainability throughout the value chain, comprehensive product responsibility and a 
clear commitment to conserving resources as an integral part of its strategy. As a result 
of its efforts, the BMW Group has been ranked industry leader in the Dow Jones 
Sustainability Indexes for the last eight years.  

 
 
www.bmwgroup.com  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupview 

Google+: http://googleplus.bmwgroup.com 
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