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BMW Group Plant Spartanburg doubles battery 
production capacity  
 

 Investment of around ten million US dollars in production of 
fourth-generation batteries 

 Production of new BMW X5 Plug-in Hybrid to begin in 
August 2019  
 

 

Spartanburg/ Munich. BMW Group Plant Spartanburg in the US state of South 

Carolina has doubled its capacity for production of high-voltage batteries. The plant’s 

own battery facility now produces the new fourth-generation batteries. These are 

intended for the plug-in hybrid models of the new BMW X5 and the future BMW X3, 

also produced in Spartanburg. 

“We have invested around ten million US dollars in a new battery assembly line and 

expanded the area to more than 8,000 square metres. This means we could double 

the number of batteries produced if needed to meet market demand,” explains 

Michael Nikolaides, Senior Vice President Engines and Electrified Drivetrains, BMW 

Group.  

The new assembly line will be able to produce different types of fourth-generation 

batteries to serve the growing range of electrified vehicles locally. These batteries are 

based on a new technology concept that further enhances their performance.  

More than 120 people will be employed in battery production at Plant Spartanburg by 

the end of the year, having completed a comprehensive training programme to acquire 

the technological know-how needed for battery production.  

“We have produced batteries on site at Plant Spartanburg since 2015 – making the 

BMW Group a pioneer for electromobility in the US,” says Knudt Flor, President and 

CEO, BMW Manufacturing, Co., LLC. In the past four years, the plant’s battery 

assembly team has produced a total of more than 45,000 batteries.  
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Further investment in production of BMW X5 and BMW X3 plug-in hybrids 

Between 2015 and 2018, BMW Group Plant Spartanburg built the first series 

produced plug-in hybrid vehicle, the BMW X5 xDrive40e (combined fuel consumption: 

3,3 l/100km; combined power consumption: 15,3 kWh/100km ; combined CO2-

emission: 77 g/km), for the core BMW brand. The start of production for the new 

BMW X5 xDrive45e (combined fuel consumption: 2,0-1,7 l/100km*; combined power 

consumption: 23,5-20,3 kWh/100km*; combined CO2-emission: 47-39 g/km*) will be 

in August 2019; production of the BMW X3 xDrive30e (combined fuel consumption: 

from 2,4 l/100 km*; combined power consumption: from 22,7 kWh/100 km*; 

combined CO2-emission: from 56 g/km*; provisional figures) will get underway in 

December. 

“The BMW X5 and BMW X3 are currently among the top-selling BMW models in the 

US. We expect their plug-in hybrid variants to be just as popular with customers,” adds 

Flor. 

Since the start of the year, the BMW Group has invested a further ten million US 

dollars in production of plug-in hybrid models. An additional 225 vehicle assembly 

workers received training in the production of electrified vehicles, adding to the Plant’s 

already skilled staff.  

International production network for batteries 

The BMW Group currently has three battery facilities: at the Competence Centre for 

E-drive Production at BMW Group Plant Dingolfing in Germany, at BMW Group Plant 

Spartanburg in the US and at Plant Powertrain of its joint venture, BMW Brilliance 

Automotive (BBA). The BMW Group also produces batteries for local car production in 

cooperation with a partner in Thailand. The BMW Group’s battery research and pilot 

plant are located in Munich.  
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CONSUMPTION & CO2 EMISSIONS. 

BMW X3 xDrive30e: combined fuel consumption: from 2,4 l/100 km*; combined power consumption: 
from 22,7 kWh/100 km*; combined CO2-emission: from 56 g/km*  
Expected to be available from 12/2019, provisional figures 
 
BMW X5 xDrive40e: combined fuel consumption: 3,3 l/100km; combined power consumption: 15,3 
kWh/100km ; combined CO2-emission: 77 g/km 
 
BMW X5 xDrive45e: combined fuel consumption: 2,0-1,7 l/100km*; combined power consumption: 
23,5-20,3 kWh/100km*; combined CO2-emission: 47-39 g/km* 
 

Fuel consumption, CO2 emission figures and power consumption were measured using the methods 
required according to Regulation VO (EC) 2007/715 as amended. The figures are calculated using a 
vehicle fitted with basic equipment in Germany, the ranges stated take into account differences in 
selected wheel and tyre sizes as well as the optional equipment. They may change during configuration. 
 
The details marked * have already been calculated based on the new WLTP test cycle and adapted to 
NEDC for comparison purposes. In these vehicles, different figures than those published here may apply 
for the assessment of taxes and other vehicle-related duties which are (also) based on CO2 emissions. 
 
For further details of the official fuel consumption figures and official specific CO2emissions of new cars, 
please refer to the "Manual on fuel consumption, CO2 emissions and power consumption of new cars", 
available at sales outlets, from Deutsche Automobil Treuhand GmbH (DAT), Hellmuth-Hirth-Str. 1, 73760 
Ostfildern-Scharnhausen and at http://www.dat.de/angebote/verlagsprodukte/leitfaden-
kraftstoffverbrauch.html. 
 
 

If you have any questions, please contact: 

Corporate Communications 

 

Lisa Weiss, Kommunikation Produktionsnetzwerk BMW Group 

Telephone: +49 89 382-93127, Email: Lisa.lw.Weiss@bmwgroup.com  

 

Sandra Schillmöller, Communications BMW Group Production Network  

Telephone: + 49 89 382-12225, email: Sandra.Schillmoeller@bmwgroup.com 
 
Media website: www.press.bmwgroup.com  
Email: presse@bmw.de 

 
 
 
The BMW Group production network 
 
Strong customer demand and the launch of new models resulted in high capacity utilisation for the BMW 
Group’s production network in 2018. With 2,541,534 vehicles produced for the BMW, MINI and Rolls-
Royce brands, production volumes reached a new all-time high. This figure included 2,168,496 BMW, 
368,685 MINI and 4,353 Rolls-Royce units. The company’s German plants produced more than one 
million vehicles.  
 
With its unparalleled flexibility, the leading-edge production system is in excellent shape for the future. 
Based on Strategy NUMBER ONE > NEXT, it is characterised by a high level of efficiency and robust 
processes. The BMW Group’s production expertise represents a decisive competitive advantage and 
contributes to the profitability of the company and its sustainable success. 

mailto:Lisa.lw.Weiss@bmwgroup.com
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Quality and speed of reaction are key factors in the BMW production system, as well as flexibility. 
Digitalisation, standardised modular concepts and intelligent composite construction testify to the high 
level of expertise within the production network. At the same time, the production system offers a very 
high level of customisation and allows customer specifications to be modified up until six days before 
delivery.  
 
The BMW Group 
 

With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the world’s leading 
premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial and mobility 
services. The BMW Group production network comprises 31 production and assembly facilities in 15 
countries; the company has a global sales network in more than 140 countries. 
 
In 2018, the BMW Group sold over 2,490,000 passenger vehicles and more than 165,000 motorcycles 
worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2018 was € 9.815 billion on revenues amounting to 
€ 97.480 billion. As of 31 December 2018, the BMW Group had a workforce of 134,682 employees. 
 
The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible action. 
The company has therefore established ecological and social sustainability throughout the value chain, 
comprehensive product responsibility and a clear commitment to conserving resources as an integral part 
of its strategy. 
 
www.bmwgroup.com  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup  
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup  
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupView  
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup  
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/bmw 
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