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Dramatic finish: Maximilian Günther holds his nerve to win 
for BMW i Andretti Motorsport in Berlin. 
 

• In the closest finish in the history of Formula E, Maximilian Günther 
secures his second win at Berlin-Tempelhof. 

• Günther’s victory sees him move into second place in the driver’s 
standings. 

• Günther “I’m over the moon for myself and the entire team to have 
won my home race here in Berlin.” 

 
Berlin. Maximilian Günther (GER) celebrated his second win in the eighth 
race of the ABB FIA Formula E Championship season. In the third of six 
races making up the season finale at Berlin-Tempelhof (GER), Günther first 
secured second place on the grid and then, late on, overtook Jean-Eric 
Vergne (FRA, DS Techeetah), who had been leading until that point, to take 
the lead. He brought the car home with the narrowest lead in the history of 
Formula E; he finished 0.128 seconds ahead of the rapidly approaching 
Robin Frijns (NED, Envision Virgin Racing). In the overall standings, 
Günther has moved up into second place with 69 points. Alexander Sims 
(GBR) in tenth also picked up a point. In the team standings, BMW i 
Andretti Motorsport remains in second place. 
 
One of the keys to success was that, after two disappointing races during the week, 
the team was able to draw the right conclusions from the problems and, in particular, 
improve the pace in qualifying. In sixth place, Günther made it into Superpole, where 
he set the best time for much of the session, with only Vergne managing to beat it. 
Sims also had the speed for a front-row spot on the grid, but couldn’t quite manage 
the perfect qualifying lap. 
 
Günther spent much of the race in second place behind Vergne, saving as much 
energy as possible. Then, with just a few laps left of the race, he made use of the 
efficiency of his BMW iFE.20 and took the lead, which he had to defend fiercely 
against Frijns on the final lap, doing so expertly and with nerves of steel. In the sprint 
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to the finish line, he ended up winning by just 0.128 seconds. Starting from 16th on 
the grid, Sims moved up the field well and crossed the finish line in tenth place. The 
26 points secured by Günther and Sims saw BMW i Andretti Motorsport consolidate 
second place in the team standings, with their points total now at 118. 
  
Reactions to race 8 in Berlin: 
 
Roger Griffiths (Team Principal BMW i Andretti Motorsport, team 
standings: 2nd place): 
“The team made an incredible turnaround from nowhere to victory. 48 hours ago we 
were all standing around with long faces. Now I’m incredibly proud of every single 
team member. We’ve worked very hard since Thursday and analysed our problems. It 
paid off. With the home win for Maximilian and BMW i Motorsport, it is a very special 
day for the whole team – but for me personally as well. Maximilian drove incredibly 
cleverly and calmly, saving energy in Vergne’s slipstream before pulling off a great 
manoeuvre. And Alexander also drove a strong race. There was a lot going on where 
he was in the middle of the field. He was at the same level as Max in qualifying up to 
turn nine. Unfortunately, he lost time after that and had to start from way down the 
field, which is always difficult.” 
 
Maximilian Günther (#28 BMW iFE.20, starting position: 2nd place, race 
result: 1st place, points: 69, driver standings: 2nd place): 
“It’s an incredible feeling. I’m over the moon for myself and the entire team to have 
won my home race here in Berlin. It was an incredibly intense race right to the end. I 
planned to attack Jean-Eric Vergne late on, but then Robin Frijns came very close to 
me again with a little more energy. I had to give everything to withstand the pressure 
and not let him past me on the final lap. Ultimately, our plan turned out perfectly. No 
doubt one of the keys to this was that after the two previous races we managed to 
qualify up there at the front this time around.” 
 
Alexander Sims (#27 BMW iFE.20, starting position: 16th place, race result: 
10th place, points: 49, driver standings: 10th place): 
“First off, huge congrats to Maximilian and the team for the win! Personally, I had a 
very eventful race where I was moving up and down the field on a regular basis. 
Fortunately, compared with the first two races in Berlin, we were able to improve the 
balance of the car, which enabled me to move up into tenth place and pick up a point 
for the team.” 
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The FANBOOST vote. 
FANBOOST gives Formula E fans the opportunity to vote for their favourite driver and 
award them an extra boost of power during the race. The five drivers with the most 
FANBOOST votes receive an extra 100 kJ of power, which they can make use of 
during a brief time frame in the second half of the race. For the Berlin event, fans 
could vote for their favourite driver in the ten days prior to, and leading up to 15 
minutes into, the first of the six races. Each fan can vote once per day. At the start of 
each of the races, voting will then start for the next race. There are three ways to vote: 
online at https://fanboost.fiaformulae.com/, via the official Formula E App or on Twitter 
using the hashtag #FANBOOST as well as the driver’s first and last name as a one-
word hashtag. 
 
Hashtags for the BMW i Andretti Motorsport drivers. 
#AlexanderSims 
#MaximilianGuenther 
 
The BMW i Safety Cars. 
BMW i is “Official Vehicle Partner” of the ABB FIA Formula E Championship in 
Season 6. Spearheading the fleet are two Safety Cars: The BMW i8 Roadster Safety 
Car (combined fuel consumption: 2.0 l/100 km; combined power consumption:  
14.5 kWh/100 km; combined CO2 emissions: 46 g/km)*, which has been specially 
modified for use at the racetrack, and the BMW i8 Coupé Safety Car (combined fuel 
consumption: 1.8 l/100 km; combined power consumption: 14.0 kWh/100 km; 
combined CO2 emissions: 42 g/km)*. The BMW i fleet also includes the BMW i3s 
(combined fuel consumption: 0.0 l/100 km; combined energy consumption:  
14.3 kWh; combined CO2 emissions: 0 g/km)* as “Race Director Car” and the  
BMW 530e (combined fuel consumption: 2.2-2.1 l/100 km; combined energy 
consumption: 13.6-13.3 kWh/100 km; combined CO2 emissions: 49-47 g/km)*  
in its role as “Medical Car”. 
 
Media Contact. 
Matthias Schepke 
Spokesperson BMW i Motorsport 
Phone: +49 (0)151 – 601 90 450 
E-mail: matthias.schepke@bmw.de  
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Ingo Lehbrink 
Spokesperson BMW Group Motorsport 
Phone: +49 (0)176 – 203 40 224 
E-mail: ingo.lehbrink@bmw.de 
  
Benjamin Titz 
Head of BMW Group Design, Innovations & Motorsports Communications 
Phone: +49 (0)179 – 743 80 88 
E-mail: benjamin.titz@bmw.de   
 
Media Website. 
http://www.press.bmwgroup.com/global 
 
BMW Motorsport on the web. 
Website: www.bmw-motorsport.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bmwmotorsport 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/bmwmotorsport 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/bmwmotorsport 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/bmwmotorsport 
Twitch: www.twitch.tv/bmwmotorsport 
 

The values for fuel consumption, CO2 emission and energy consumption shown were determined in the standardized test cycle according to the 
European Regulation (EC) 715/2007 in the version applicable at the time of type approval. The figures refer to a vehicle with basic configuration 
in Germany and the range shown considers optional equipment and the different size of wheels and tires available on the selected model. 
The values are already based on the test cycle according to the new WLTP regulation and are translated back into NEDC-equivalent values in 
order to allow a comparison between vehicles. With respect to these vehicles, for vehicle related taxes or other duties based (at least inter alia) on 
CO2-emissions the CO2 values may differ to the values stated here. 
Effective 06.12.2018 
Further information about the official fuel consumption and the official specific CO2 emission of new passenger cars can be taken out of the 
„handbook of fuel consumption, the CO2 emission and power consumption of new passenger cars“, which is available at all selling points and 
from Deutsche Automobil Treuhand GmbH (DAT), Hellmuth-Hirth-Str. 1, 73760 Ostfildern-Scharnhausen, and under https://www.dat.de/co2/. 


