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BMW M and the Red Bull Driftbrothers.
The two brothers Elias and Johannes Hountondji will take two new
BMW M4 Competition models to the starting line at this year’s Drift
Masters European Championship.
Munich. The BMW M GmbH is extending its support of the Motorsport team to include the
spectacular sport of drifting and will be sponsoring the Red Bull Driftbrothers. This year,
the two brothers Elias and Johannes Hountondji will enter the Drift Masters European
Championship driving two new BMW M4 Competition models (combined fuel
consumption: 10.2 – 9.9 l/100 km according to WLTP, 10.2 l/100 km according to NEDC;
combined CO2 emissions: 233 – 227 g/km according to WLTP, 234 g/km according to
NEDC), which they themselves, along with their team, will optimise for the special
demands of drift sports. In addition to the five racing weekends during the world’s leading
drift series, show appearances are also scheduled for 2021 at the MotoGP races at the
Sachsenring and the Red Bull Ring, the Austrian Formula 1 Grand Prix, likewise at the Red
Bull Ring, as well as the 24-hour race at the Nürburgring.
“BMW M has always stood for motorsports at the highest level and in all of its diversity,
whereby we are also open to disciplines such as drift sports. The Red Bull Driftbrothers
belong to the absolute top group of the scene in terms of driving skills and technology. The
BMW M4 Competition is an ideal new competition vehicle for both of them to achieve
success during the 2021 season,” says Markus Flasch, CEO of the BMW M GmbH.
The Red Bull Driftbrothers, Elias Hountondji (35) and Johannes Hountondji (40), are not
just drivers. They also prepare their vehicles themselves and optimise them for the special
demands of drift sports, the BMW M4 Competition providing them with a perfect basis.
“We were very positively surprised just how much effort BMW M has put into optimising
the vehicle’s stiffness. Therefore, we were able, for example, to use most of the front end
without modifications,” says Elias Hountondji. Apart from the installation of a safety cage
and the adaptation of aerodynamics to the special conditions of drifting, the Red Bull
Driftbrothers also optimise the engine. “I have never seen an engine like the one in the
BMW M4 Competition, a more or less thoroughbred racing engine in a road legal vehicle.
The oil supply even functions at centrifugal forces of 1.5g and more. We consider this very
important,” Johannes Hountondji explains.
From the outset, the BMW M4 Competition’s straight six-cylinder engine with M
TwinPower Turbo Technology was designed by the BMW M GmbH for use in motor sports
and will also be featured in the BMW M4 GT3. The Red Bull Driftbrothers adapt the 375
kW (510 hp) high-revving power plant used in the production vehicle to the demands of
drift sports, whereby a high degree of torque is particularly crucial. In order to access
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power during longer transversal movements, the brothers also optimise the engine,
providing it, among other things, with an additional second cooler at the rear.
For many years now, Elias and Johannes Hountondji have been up there with the top drift
sport drivers, their successes including 2017 King of Europe Champion and Vice
Champion. In 2016 and 2017, they also seized the team title there and have been active
in the Drift Masters European Championship since 2018. The best 45 drivers from Europe,
the USA and the Middle East participate in this invitational series, 2021 in Austria,
Norway, Poland, Latvia and Georgia. At drift sport events, on road sections of just a few
kilometres, the driver with the best handling skills, the most intelligent strategy and the
best equipment setup is chosen as the winner. Driving time is not the decisive factor, but
four criteria assessed by a jury: Speed and drift angle, the more the better in each case,
the chosen line and driving style. The decisions are made at the end of the battle according
to a knock-out system.

Die Angaben zu Kraftstoffverbrauch, CO2-Emissionen, Stromverbrauch und elektrischer Reichweite werden nach dem vorgeschriebenen
Messverfahren VO (EU) 2007/715 in der jeweils geltenden Fassung ermittelt. Sie beziehen sich auf Fahrzeuge auf dem Automobilmarkt in
Deutschland. Bei Spannbreiten berücksichtigen die Angaben im NEFZ Unterschiede in der gewählten Rad- und Reifengröße, im WLTP die
Auswirkungen jeglicher Sonderausstattung.
Alle Angaben sind bereits auf Basis des neuen WLTP-Testzyklus ermittelt. Aufgeführte NEFZ-Werte wurden gegebenenfalls auf das NEFZMessverfahren zurückgerechnet. Für die Bemessung von Steuern und anderen fahrzeugbezogenen Abgaben, die (auch) auf den CO2-Ausstoß
abstellen, sowie gegebenenfalls für die Zwecke von fahrzeugspezifischen Förderungen werden WLTP-Werte zugrunde gelegt. Weitere Informationen
zu den Messverfahren WLTP und NEFZ sind auch unter www.bmw.de/wltp zu finden.
Weitere Informationen zum offiziellen Kraftstoffverbrauch und den offiziellen spezifischen CO2-Emissionen neuer Personenkraftwagen können dem
'Leitfaden über den Kraftstoffverbrauch, die CO2-Emissionen und den Stromverbrauch neuer Personenkraftwagen' entnommen werden, der an allen
Verkaufsstellen, bei der Deutschen Automobil Treuhand GmbH (DAT), Hellmuth-Hirth-Str. 1, 73760 Ostfildern-Scharnhausen, und unter
https://www.dat.de/co2/ unentgeltlich erhältlich ist.
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The BMW Group
With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the
world’s leading premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides
premium financial and mobility services. The BMW Group production network comprises
31 production and assembly facilities in 15 countries; the company has a global sales
network in more than 140 countries.
In 2020, the BMW Group sold over 2.3 million passenger vehicles and more than 169,000
motorcycles worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2020 was € 5.222 billion
on revenues amounting to € 98.990 billion. As of 31 December 2020, the BMW Group
had a workforce of 120,726 employees.
The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and
responsible action. The company set the course for the future at an early stage and
consistently makes sustainability and efficient resource management central to its
strategic direction, from the supply chain through production to the end of the use phase of
all products.
www.bmwgroup.com
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupView
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup
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