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Freedom and driving pleasure: the BMW 
and MINI Driving Experience for people 
with disabilities.  

 
Newly designed Safety Training with specially converted vehicles 
starts in July 2021 and can be booked now. Theory lessons and 
practical driving exercises in the MINI John Cooper Works as well as in 
particularly sporty BMW models under the guidance of professional 
instructors.  
 
Munich. The BMW and MINI Driving Experience is expanding its offering to 
include Safety Training for people with physical disabilities. From July 2021, for 
the first time, a driving-oriented programme will be conducted under the 
guidance of trained instructors and in specially converted BMW and MINI 
models. The choice of vehicles makes it clear that in addition to safe and 
confident reactions in different traffic situations, driving fun also plays a central 
role. In addition to the MINI John Cooper Works (fuel consumption combined: 
7.1 - 6.8 l/100 km according to WLTP, 7.1 - 6.9 l/100 km according to NEDC; 
CO2 emissions combined: 161 - 155 g/km according to WLTP, 163 - 158 g/km 
according to NEDC), particularly sporty BMW models are available for the Safety 
Training. The practical driving exercises in the programme range from braking 
and evasive manoeuvres to slalom driving on the ideal line and drifting through 
controlled oversteering in bends.  
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"Driving is self-determination and thus also a kind of freedom," says instructor 
Tina Schmidt-Kiendl, who is herself dependent on a wheelchair and was 
instrumental in the conception of the new Safety Training. "With the new 
programme, we want to give people with comparable disabilities the joy of 
driving that I also live every day." To achieve this goal, the training vehicles were 
converted so that they can be comfortably steered by hand. Both hands can 
remain on the steering wheel at all times. An additional ring on the steering 
wheel is used to accelerate. Directly next to it is a special brake lever. Thanks to 
these modifications, with a little practice it is possible to steer both the 170 
kW/231 hp MINI John Cooper Works and the BMW M3 Competition Sedan (fuel 
consumption combined: 9.8 l/100 km according to WLTP; CO2 emissions 
combined: 224 - 223 g/km according to WLTP), which is powered by an inline 
six-cylinder engine with 375 kW/510 hp, confidently and sportily around the 
training grounds. 
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The Safety Training for people with disabilities is 
designed as a full-day event. Like all BMW and 
MINI Driving Experience safety training courses, it 
is divided into a theoretical and a practical 
section. To begin with, the instructors teach the 
participants important basics of driving physics 
and familiarise them with the converted vehicles. 
Among other things, they demonstrate the 
optimal seating position and the ideal steering 
wheel position for safe and sporty driving. This is 
followed by practical exercises with the  
MINI John Cooper Works, the new  
BMW M3 Competition Sedan and other current 
models. 

The ideal conditions for intensive driving safety 
training are provided by the BMW and MINI 
Driving Academy in Maisach near Munich. There, 
participants learn to control their vehicle calmly 
and skilfully even in surprising situations. Braking 
and evasive manoeuvres as well as lane changes 
with and without deceleration are practised on 
different road surfaces. In addition to a slalom 
course, the extensive area also includes a circuit 
and circular surfaces prepared for highly dynamic 
driving exercises with controlled oversteer. In 
addition to maximum safety and confidence at 
the wheel, the participants also gain increased 
driving pleasure during drift manoeuvres in sporty 
curves. The BMW and MINI Driving Experience 
offers a wide range of training courses for car and 
motorbike drivers designed to enhance individual  
driving skills.  
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The selection ranges from safety courses for novice drivers to winter and 
racetrack training and courses for professional chauffeurs. With this offer, which 
has been in place since 1977, the BMW Group is making an important 
contribution to increasing road safety. Under the guidance of professional 
instructors, training courses are now offered in more than 30 countries around 
the world with current BMW, MINI and BMW Motorrad models. 

All information about the new Safety Training for people with physical disabilities 
can be found under:  
http://bmw-drivingexperience.com/en/trainings/bmw-driving-experience/bmw-
academy-experience/safety-training-fpwd.html 

 

 
 
Fuel consumption, CO2 emission figures and power consumption were measured using the methods required 
according to Regulation VO (EC) 2007/715 as amended. They refer to vehicles on the automotive market in 
Germany. For ranges, the NEDC figures take into account differences in the selected wheel and tyre size, while 
the WLTP figures take into account the effects of any optional equipment. 
 
All figures are already calculated on the basis of the new WLTP test cycle. NEDC values listed have been 
calculated back to the NEDC measurement procedure where applicable. WLTP values are used as a basis for 
the definition of taxes and other vehicle-related levies that are (also) based on CO2 emissions and, where 
applicable, for the purposes of vehicle-specific subsidies. Further information on the WLTP and NEDC 
measurement procedures is also available at www.bmw.de/wltp can be found. 
 
For further details of the official fuel consumption figures and official specific CO2 emissions of new cars, 
please refer to the “Manual on the fuel consumption, CO2 emissions and power consumption of new cars”, 
available at sales outlets, from Deutsche Automobil Treuhand GmbH (DAT), Hellmuth-Hirth-Str. 1, 73760 
Ostfildern-Scharnhausen and at https://www.dat.de/co2/. 
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In case of queries, please contact: 
 
Corporate Communications 
 
Markus Braeuer, Press Spokesperson BMW and MINI Driving Experience 
Tel.: +49-89-382-30327 
E-mail: markus.br.braeuer@mini.com 
 
Andreas Lampka, Head of Communication MINI 
Tel.: +49-89-382-23662 
E-mail: andreas.lampka@mini.com 
 
Jennifer Treiber-Ruckenbrod, Head of Communication MINI and BMW Motorrad 
Tel.: +49-89-382-35108 
E-mail: jennifer.ruckenbrod@bmwgroup.com 
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The BMW Group 
 
With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the world’s 
leading premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium 
financial and mobility services. The BMW Group production network comprises 31 production and 
assembly facilities in 15 countries; the company has a global sales network in more than 140 
countries. 
 
In 2020, the BMW Group sold over 2.3 million passenger vehicles and more than 169,000 
motorcycles worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2020 was € 5.222 billion on 
revenues amounting to € 98.990 billion. As of 31 December 2020, the BMW Group had a 
workforce of 120,726 employees. 
 
The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible 
action. The company set the course for the future at an early stage and consistently makes 
sustainability and efficient resource management central to its strategic direction, from the supply 
chain through production to the end of the use phase of all products. 
 
www.bmwgroup.com  
www.press.bmwgroup.com/deutschland 
https://pressevents.bmwgroup.com/mini/login 
 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupView 
YouTube https://www.youtube.com/MINI 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup 
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/mini.news 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/bmw-group/ 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupView 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/MINI 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/mini.news 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/bmw-group/ 
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