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BMW Championship kicks off with the Gardner Heidrick 
Pro-Am.  
+++ 65 pros take to the course at Wilmington Country Club 
for the Pro-Am +++ Largest single event in aid of the Evans 
Scholars Foundation +++ US sport stars J.R. Smith and 
Victor Cruz tee off +++ BMW Championship, with the top 70 
players on the PGA TOUR, begins today +++ 
 
Munich. The BMW Championship, the penultimate Playoff event in the 
FedExCup on the PGA TOUR, opened on Wednesday with the 
traditional Gardner Heidrick Pro-Am. 65 pros teamed up with amateurs 
and took to the course at Wilmington Country Club, which is hosting the 
prestigious tournament for the first time. Among those teeing off were 
former professional basketballer and two-time NBA champion 
(Cleveland Cavaliers, Los Angeles Lakers) J.R. Smith, former NFL 
footballer and Super Bowl winner (New York Giants) Victor Cruz, and 
BMW Motorsport works driver Connor De Phillippi. 
 
The Gardner Heidrick Pro-Am is the Western Golf Association’s biggest 
fundraising event for its charity the Evans Scholar Foundation (ESF). 
Current and former scholars accompany the pros as caddies for the 
day. All revenues from the Pro-Am, and all other proceeds from the 
BMW Championship, will support the foundation. The ESF provides full 
tuition and housing scholarships for hardworking young caddies. Since 
the tournament’s inception 16 years ago, The BMW Championship has 
raised over $40 million for the Evans Scholars Foundation and helped 
send 3,300 caddies to college. For the upcoming school year, a record 
1,100 Evans Scholars will attend 22 leading universities nationwide. 
 
The opening round of the BMW Championship begins today at 09:10 
local time. Harold Varner III (USA) and Alex Noren (SWE) will tee off in 
the first group. The top pairing of FedExCup leader Will Zalatoris and 
world number one Scottie Scheffler (both USA), starts at 12:40. There 
is no cut at the BMW Championship, but that does not make the 
competition any less intense. Only the top 30 in the FedExCup ranking 
after the tournament will qualify to play at next week’s TOUR 
Championship. 
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If you have any questions, please contact: 
 
Corporate Communications 
Tim Holzmüller, Spokesperson BMW Group Sport Engagement, Real Estate 
Telephone: +49 151 601 33309  
E-mail: tim.holzmueller@bmwgroup.com  
 
Media website: www.press.bmwgroup.com 
E-mail: presse@bmw.de 
 
The BMW Group 
 
With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the world’s 
leading premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial 
and mobility services. The BMW Group production network comprises 31 production and assembly 
facilities in 15 countries; the company has a global sales network in more than 140 countries. 
 
In 2021, the BMW Group sold over 2.5 million passenger vehicles and more than 194,000 
motorcycles worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2021 was €16.1 billion on revenues 
amounting to €111.2 billion. As of 31 December 2021, the BMW Group had a workforce of 118,909 
employees. 
 
The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible action. 
The company set the course for the future at an early stage and consistently makes sustainability and 
efficient resource management central to its strategic direction, from the supply chain through 
production to the end of the use phase of all products. 
 
www.bmwgroup.com  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup  
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup  
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupView  
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup  
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/bmw-group/ 


