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Premiere of the first fully electric MINI Cooper SE Convertible: alloy 
wheels made from 100 percent recycled aluminium. 
+++ BMW Group is consistently advancing the transformation 
towards circularity. +++ Using recycled material reduces carbon 
emissions during production by up to 75 percent. +++ 
 
Munich. The BMW Group is again leading the way in terms of the circular 
economy. The new MINI Cooper SE Convertible (combined power consumption: 
17 2kWh/100 km according to WLTP; carbon emissions: 0 g/km) will be the first 
series model to be produced with alloy wheels that are made entirely from 
recycled aluminium.  

„As premium manufacturer we entrenched sustainability in the development from 
very early on”, said Dr. Nicolai Martin, Senior Vice President Development 
Automated Driving. „The light alloy wheels of the fully electric open-top four-seater 
are a prime example of sustainable resource use, and they represent an important 
milestone on the road to circular economy for the BMW Group.” 

The first use of 100 percent secondary aluminium for light-alloy wheels on a 
series-production vehicle is in cooperation with the wheel manufacturer Ronal. 
The consistent use of recycled aluminium not only conserves raw material 
sources, but also eliminates the particularly energy-intensive electrolysis process 
that is normally necessary to produce light alloys. 

Re:think – reinventing the wheel. 
The BMW Group is pushing ahead with the successful implementation of a circular 
economy in accordance with the four basic principles to Re:think, Re:duce, Re:use 
and Re:cycle, with development of the first 100 percent recycled aluminium alloy 
wheels consistently aligned with these tenets. As the world’s first open-top fully 
electric premium car to be produced in a small series, it is not only the alloy wheels 
but the new MINI Cooper SE Convertible as a whole, which has been completely 
rethought in terms of sustainability.  

The combination of a light support wheel made from 100 percent recycled 
aluminium with aerodynamically optimised real metal inlays as well as an 
innovatively designed centre cap offers a unique selling point that clearly sets the 
model apart from the competition. Made entirely from recycled light alloy, the 
support wheel completely meets the structural requirements and high quality 
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standards of the BMW Group, while the inlays optimise the aerodynamic 
properties of the vehicle, thereby increasing the range of the MINI Cooper SE 
Convertible. In other words, the innovative alloy wheels contribute to reducing the 
vehicle’s carbon footprint in multiple respects – both in production and while 
driving. 

Re:duce – significant carbon reductions from using recycled aluminium. 
With the use of secondary materials that have a carbon footprint of less than 0 16 
kg of carbon per kilogram of aluminium, the wheel supplier has been able to 
reduce carbon emissions at its production facility by up to 75 percent compared to 
conventionally produced wheels. In concrete terms, this means carbon emissions 
falling from around 130 kg to around 30 kilograms.  

The outstanding aerodynamic properties and lightweight design of the innovative 
alloy wheels also make a difference on the road, with the complete enclosure of 
the wheel exterior by the inlays significantly decreasing drag. The weight-
optimised design reduces the unsprung masses of the vehicle as a whole, 
boosting efficiency and enabling the MINI Cooper SE Convertible to deliver the go-
kart feel that is so typical of the brand. 

Re:use – recyclability makes it possible to forgo primary aluminium.  
The consistent implementation of circular economy principles has turned the joy of 
sustainability into a lived experience for the MINI community. Drivers of the MINI 
Cooper SE Convertible with recycled aluminium alloy wheels are part of a pilot 
project aimed at gradually reducing demand for primary raw materials. The alloy 
wheels on the MINI Cooper SE Convertible can also be fully recycled at the end of 
their lifecycle. Participating in this circularity enables the BMW Group to continually 
reduce the amount of aluminium that needs to be produced by means of an 
energy-intensive primary energy process. 

Re:cycle – Premium-quality recycled aluminium wheels. 
Secondary raw materials must also fulfil the BMW Group’s high standards for 
quality, design, safety and mechanical properties.  



  Press Information 
Date  24 February 2023 

Topic  Premiere of the first fully electric MINI Cooper SE Convertible: alloy wheels made from 100 percent 
recycled aluminium.  

Page  3 
 

 

 

 
 

BMW 
Press and public relations work 

With the alloy wheels on the MINI Cooper SE Convertible, the BMW Group has 
succeeded in establishing a material cycle for premium quality wheels for the first 
time, paving the way for repeated use of the raw material. The use of 100 percent 
recycled aluminium wheels in a small series is the first proof of feasibility for the 
ambitious sustainability goals regarding the circular economy. At the same time, 
the world premiere of the MINI Cooper SE Convertible sets the scene for scaling up 
the innovative production process for use in future large series models. 

 

 

All figures about vehicle performance, fuel and electricity consumption, carbon emissions and electric range are 
provisional values. 
 
Data on fuel consumption, CO2 emissions, energy consumption and range is calculated in accordance with the 
prescribed measuring method regulation (EU) 2007/715 in the applicable version. It relates to vehicles in the 
German automobile market. For ranges, the data takes into account the impact of any special equipment. 
 
All data is calculated based on the new WLTP test cycle. WLTP values are used as a basis for the measurement of 
taxes and other vehicle-related charges that are (also) based on CO2 emissions, and for the purpose of vehicle-
specific grants if applicable. Further information on WLTP and NEDC measurement procedures is available at 
www.bmw.de/wltp. 
 
Further information on official fuel consumption and the official specific CO2 emissions of new cars is provided in 
the ‘Guidelines on the fuel consumption, CO2 emissions and energy consumption of new motor vehicles’ which is 
available free of charge at all sales outlets, from the Deutsche Automobil Treuhand GmbH (DAT), Hellmuth-Hirth-
Str. 1, 73760 Ostfildern-Scharnhausen, and https://www.dat.de/co2/. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please contact:  
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Dieter Falkensteiner, BMW Group Innovation and Design Press Officer 
Telephone: +49 (0)89 382 51813 
Email: Dieter.Falkensteiner@bmwgroup.com 
 
Almut Stollberg, Head of Communication Innovation, Design, Technology, Digital Car 
Telephone: +49 (0)89 382 96543 
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Email: Almut.Stollberg@bmw.de 
 
 
Internet: www.press.bmwgroup.com  
Email: presse@bmw.de  
 
 
 
 
The BMW Group 
 
The BMW Group is the world’s leading premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles with its BMW, 
MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad brands, and a provider of premium financial and mobility services. The 
BMW Group production network comprises over 30 production sites worldwide; the company has a global 
sales network with representatives in over 140 countries. 
 
The BMW Group achieved global sales of almost 2 4 million automobiles and over 202 000 motorcycles in 
2022. Earnings before tax in the 2021 financial year amounted to EUR 16 1 billion and turnover was 
EUR 111 2 billion. The company employed 118 909 people worldwide as at 31 December 2021. 
 
Long-term thinking and responsible action have always been at the heart of the economic success of the 
BMW Group. The company set its course for the future very early on and consistently places sustainability and 
resource conservation at the centre of its approach – from the supply chain and production right up to the end 
of the use phase of all its products. 
 
 
 
www.bmwgroup.com  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup  
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup  
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupView  
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup  
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/bmw-group/ 
 
 
 
 


