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Stellar Lineup of Opera Singers announced for BMW  
Opera for All 2025 concert in Melbourne’s Fed Square. 
Support of local arts and culture scene in partnership with  
Opera Australia. 
 
Melbourne. Building on the remarkable success of the past two years, BMW, in 
partnership with Opera Australia, is excited to announce the third edition of the 
BMW Opera for All event. This concert returns to Melbourne’s Fed Square on 
Saturday, February 1, 2025, from 5pm to 7pm, promising a spectacular evening 
of world-class opera, free for everyone to enjoy. 
 
For the first time, the event will introduce an exciting new edition – a 30-minute 
prelude performance by the Australian Girls Choir, highlighting BMW’s 
commitment to Corporate Social Responsibility by supporting arts and culture at 
a grassroots level. This performance will connect young, aspiring artists with 
award-winning operatic talent, embodying the spirit of creative collaboration.  
 
BMW Opera for All is a global initiative in collaboration with local opera 
organisations to provide world-class cultural experiences to the public for free. 
The 2025 Melbourne edition will feature an open-air concert with a selection of 
opera arias and timeless classics, making it an evening for everyone.  
 
Headlining the concert are four of Opera Australia’s finest opera singers: 
 
Soprano Olivia Cranwell, acclaimed for her performance in Opera Australia’s 
acclaimed Ring Cycle last year and her recent role as Giorgetta in “Il tabarro” in 
both Opera Australia and Victorian Opera productions and will reprise her role 
as Mimì in “La bohème” in 2025. 
 
Mezzo-soprano Dimity Shepherd, Melbourne born, three-time Green Room 
award-winner, Dimity has captivated audiences with her appearances for Opera 
Australia including last month’s production of “Eucalyptus” at the Palais Theatre 
and the title role of the national touring production of “Carmen”.  
 
Tenor Shanul Sharma, an alumnus of Opera Australia’s Young Artist Program, 
Shanul has enthralled audiences in roles including Almaviva in “The Barber of 
Seville” and most recently as Tamino in “The Magic Flute”. 
 
Baritone Christopher Hillier, who recently appeared as Zurga in “The Pearl 
Fishers”, joins the cast bringing a commanding vocal presence.  
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This celebrated cast from Opera Australia will be accompanied by a live 
orchestra of 20 musicians from Orchestra Victoria, conducted by the renowned 
Brian Castles-Onion, who has conducted the BMW Opera for All performances 
for the past two years. 
 
Wolfgang Buechel, CEO of BMW Group Australia, expressed the company’s 
commitment to supporting arts and culture as an essential part of its social 
community engagement. He stated: “We are delighted to continue our 
partnership with Opera Australia to bring BMW Opera for All back to Melbourne 
for the third consecutive year. This world-class performance not only celebrates 
local music talent but also brings joy to Melburnians of all ages, as well as 
visitors to the city, creating an inclusive celebration for the whole community to 
enjoy.” 
 
Opera Australia CEO Fiona Allan said: “Opera Australia is thrilled to open up 
the experience of opera for so many through this free concert featuring some of 
Australia’s best singers. We are very grateful to BMW for its ongoing 
commitment to staging BMW Opera for All in Melbourne as part of this global 
initiative, also held in other cities renowned for their cultural life such as Munich, 
Berlin and London. I look forward to spending the evening in beautiful Fed 
Square with Victorian families and friends.” 
 
With space to accommodate up to 8,000 attendees in Fed Square’s vibrant 
outdoor space, BMW Opera for All promises to be one of Australia’s largest free 
outdoor opera events in 2025.  
 
Event details: 
Date: Saturday, February 1, 2025 
Time: 5:00pm-7pm 
Location: Fed Square, CBD, Melbourne 
Tickets: Free, no registration required.  
More information: opera.org.au/events/bmw-opera-for-all/  
 
 
The BMW Group's Cultural Engagement with exclusive updates and deeper 
insights into its global initiatives can be followed on Instagram at 
@BMWGroupCulture. 
 
 

https://opera.org.au/events/bmw-opera-for-all/
https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroupculture/
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If you have any questions, please contact: 
 
Corporate Communications 
 
Leanne Blanckenberg 
General Manager, Corporate Communications  
BMW Group Australia 
Telephone: 03 92644238 
Mobile: 0447 000379 
Email: leanne.blanckenberg@bmw.com.au  
 
Céline Cettier 
BMW Group Konzernkommunikation und Politik  
Sprecherin BMW Group Kulturengagement 
Telefon: +49 151 601 38201 
E-Mail: celine.cettier@bmw.de  
 
www.press.bmwgroup.com/global 
Email: presse@bmw.de 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BMW Group Cultural Engagement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why Culture? Why not! Culture is knowledge, a sanctuary of beauty and depth, of meaning and 
peace. An inspiring escape. Tranquil at best, even unsettling sometimes. As a corporate citizen, 
the BMW Group takes social responsibility seriously, as part of which it has been involved in 
hundreds of cultural initiatives worldwide for over half a century, in the fields of contemporary art, 
music and film as well as in design. As  
a long-term partner, creative freedom is key – and as essential for groundbreaking works as it is 
for major innovations within a business enterprise like ours. 
 
Further information: www.bmwgroup.com/culture and www.bmwgroup.com/overview 
Instagram: @BMWGroupCulture 
#BMWGroupCulture 

State Opera for all Gerhard Richter CORPORATE CITIZENSHIP Kochi-Muziris Biennale 
BMW Art Cars Ólafur Elíasson Art Basel Max Hooper Schneider Städel Invites Frank Stella 
BMW Art Club INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE Art D'Égypte Cao Fei Esther Mahlangu 
Zaha Hadid Les Rencontres d'Arles Jeff Koons India Art Fair LONGEVITY Julie Mehretu 
PARTNERSHIP BMW Open Work by Frieze Andy Warhol Lu Yang Preis der Nationalgalerie 
Samson Young Bavarian State Opera CREATIVE FREEDOM BMW Young Artist Jazz Award  
Ken Done INTERACTION Premio de Pintura Gallery Weekend Berlin Art Market Budapest 
Paris Photo Leelee Chan Art Dubai SUSTAINABILITY BMW Photo Award Leipzig 
Teatro alla Scala BMW Classics Jenny Holzer BMW Art Guide by Independent Collectors 
 
 

mailto:leanne.blanckenberg@bmw.com.au
mailto:celine.cettier@bmw.de
https://www.press.bmwgroup.com/global/
mailto:presse@bmw.de
https://www.bmwgroup.com/culture
https://www.bmwgroup.com/content/dam/grpw/websites/bmwgroup_com/responsibility/downloads/en/2019/BMW_Group_Kulturengagement_2019_EN.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroupculture/
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The BMW Group 
With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the world’s leading 
premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial and mobility 
services. The BMW Group production network comprises over 30 production sites worldwide; the company 
has a global sales network in more than 140 countries. 
 
In 2023, the BMW Group sold over 2.55 million passenger vehicles and more than 209,000 motorcycles 
worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2023 was € 17.1 billion on revenues amounting to € 
155.5 billion. As of 31 December 2023, the BMW Group had a workforce of 154,950 employees. 
 
The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible action, from 
the supply chain through production to the end of the use phase of all products.  
 
www.bmwgroup.com  
LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/company/bmw-group/ 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/bmwgroup 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bmwgroup 
X: https://www.x.com/bmwgroup 
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