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Smart, safe, symbiotic: BMW Group is the first car manufacturer in 

Germany to receive international approval for innovative assistance 

systems in accordance with the new "DCAS" regulation. 

+++ “Neue Klasse” with new generation of innovative driver assistance 

systems +++ DCAS approval for the new BMW iX3 +++ Basis for Motorway 

Assistant with "hands-off" function and Active Lane Change with eye activation 

in many other European countries +++ Focus on customer safety +++ 

Munich. Comfortably rest your hands in your lap and initiate overtaking 

maneuvers with a glance in the wing mirror – BMW customers will soon 

be able to experience this in many more European countries with the 

Motorway Assistant*. The BMW Group is the first car manufacturer in 

Germany to receive approval for driver assistance systems for the new 

BMW iX3 in accordance with UN Regulation No. 171 for Driver Control 

Assistance Systems (DCAS). The DCAS regulation provides an 

international legal framework for innovative Level 2 driver assistance 

systems with a focus on customer safety. The approval enables the 

BMW Group to offer the Motorway Assistant* with Level 2 "hands-off" 

function in numerous other models and countries in the future, as well 

as with an extended range of functions. Further innovative assistance 

functions will also follow for urban driving scenarios. The current 

generation of the Motorway Assistant has just been awarded the Tech 

Award in the "Comfort assistance systems" category by the German 

car magazine "auto motor und sport". 

Dr. Mihiar Ayoubi, Senior Vice President Driving Experience 

Development: "The safety-oriented DCAS-regulation ensures that we 

can launch our Motorway Assistant with hands-off function in many 

more countries. Further innovative assistance systems with our special, 

symbiotic approach between vehicle and driver will follow. We are 

creating a perfect interplay between rule-based algorithms and 

artificial intelligence. The driver remains involved, our systems are 

controllable at all times, and their behaviour is reproducible." 

When the Motorway Assistant is activated, drivers can take their hands 

off the steering wheel permanently at speeds of up to 130 km/h, but 

must remain attentive and ready to intervene. The system assists with 

vehicle guidance within its own lane and can also change lanes  
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* The Motorway & City Assistant will be available in Germany for market launch of the BMW 

iX3. Other countries and functions will follow. The availability, range of functions and system 

limits of the Motorway & City Assistant may vary from country to country.  
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automatically if necessary - all the driver needs to do is confirm this 

with a glance. The new DCAS approval also enables even more 

extensive functions. With active BMW Maps route guidance, the system 

suggests a lane change in good time at Motorway junctions and exits, 

which can be confirmed with a glance in the wing mirror. The Motorway 

Assistant remains active when driving through freeway junctions and 

until the end of freeway exits. This means that drivers of the BMW iX3 

can enjoy Level 2 driver assistance in even more situations without 

touching the steering wheel. 

The new Motorway and City Assistant* of the BMW iX3 also offers 

innovative functions for urban areas. At market launch in Germany, 

these include stopping at red lights and driving off again automatically. 

Further driver assistance functions for complex driving situations in 

urban areas will be rolled out at a later point in time via over-the-air 

software updates.  

The Motorway Assistant of the previous technology generation 

celebrated its premiere in the current 5 Series Sedan in 2023. The 

BMW Group had received a limited exemption from the Federal Motor 

Transport Authority in Germany for the approval of the system. With 

DCAS approval, exemptions are no longer required, and the systems 

can be offered throughout Europe and in other ECE countries. 

BMW Symbiotic Drive: next-generation symbiotic driver assistance. 

In addition to the new possibilities offered by the DCAS regulation for 

driver assistance systems, the BMW Group continues to consistently 

design its systems so that driver and driver assistance work together 

symbiotically. BMW Symbiotic Drive creates a seamless transition 

between assistance and driver input and reaches the next level of 

development in the “Neue Klasse” vehicles. In addition to symbiotic 

steering, the BMW iX3 is the world's first model with symbiotic brakes. 

With active driver assistance, the driver can influence the system 

* The Motorway & City Assistant will be available in Germany for market launch of the BMW 

iX3. Other countries and functions will follow. The availability, range of functions and system 

limits of the Motorway & City Assistant may vary from country to country.  
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individually at any time according to their wishes by lightly intervening 

in steering and braking without switching off the driver assistance. The 

system remains active to provide support. The innovative power of the 

symbiotic brake is underpinned by more than two dozen BMW Group 

patent applications resulting from the development of these 

technologies. 

In the event of enquiries please contact: 

BMW Group Corporate Communications 

 

Martin Tholund, Press Spokesperson Digital Car, Electronics and Software, Technology Part-

nerships, Digital Products and Services 

Phone: +49-151-601-77126 

E-Mail: Martin.Tholund@bmwgroup.com   

 

Almut Stollberg, Head of BMW Group Innovation, Design, Technology Communication 

Phone:  +49 89 382-96543 

E-Mail: Almut.Stollberg@bmw.de  

 

 

Internet: https://www.press.bmwgroup.com/global  

E-Mail: presse@bmw.de 
 

 

The BMW Group 

 

With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the world’s 

leading premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial 

and mobility services. The BMW Group production network comprises over 30 production sites 

worldwide; the company has a global sales network in more than 140 countries. 

 

In 2023, the BMW Group sold over 2.55 million passenger vehicles and more than 209,000 

motorcycles worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2023 was € 17.1 billion on 

revenues amounting to € 155.5 billion. As of 31 December 2023, the BMW Group had a workforce of 

154,950 employees. 

 

The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible action. 

The company set the course for the future at an early stage and consistently makes sustainability and 

efficient resource management central to its strategic direction, from the supply chain through 

production to the end of the use phase of all products. 
 

www.bmwgroup.com  

LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/company/bmw-group/ 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/bmwgroup 
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Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bmwgroup 

X: https://www.x.com/bmwgroup 
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