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20th edition of “Staatsoper für alle” on 23–24 May 2026 on 
Bebelplatz. 
Live broadcast of "Nabucco" and an open-air concert with Christian 
Thielemann and the Staatskapelle Berlin – free admission thanks to 
BMW. 
 
Berlin. The Staatsoper Unter den Linden and BMW invite the public to a special 
Pentecost weekend on 23 and 24 May 2026. This year’s “Staatsoper für alle” 
marks its 20th edition – two decades of one of Berlin’s largest and most beloved 
open-air classical music events. At one of the city's most beautiful and 
historically significant squares, Bebelplatz, Berliners and visitors from around 
the world are once again invited to experience opera and concerts outdoors, free 
of charge thanks to BMW. 
 
The programme opens on Saturday, 23 May at 6.00pm with a live broadcast of 
Giuseppe Verdi’s “Nabucco” from the Staatsoper onto the adjacent Bebelplatz. 
Centering on the fate of two peoples and the actions of its title character, the 
opera features the famous chorus “Va, pensiero”. The production, created by 
the acclaimed opera, theatre and film director Emma Dante, premiered at the 
Staatsoper Unter den Linden in 2024. The cast includes Igor Golovatenko, Lidia 
Fridman, Tareq Nazmi, Elena Maximova, Andrés Moreno García, Clara 
Nadeshdin, Junho Hwang and Hanseong Yun; the Staatskapelle Berlin will 
perform under the baton of Francesco Lanzillotta, accompanied by the 
Staatsopernchor. Verdi’s “Nabucco” will be presented in a top-flight cast and is 
free to attend. 
 
On Sunday, 24 May at 1.00pm Bebelplatz will be transformed into a large 
open-air concert stage: the Staatskapelle Berlin, led by General Music Director 
Christian Thielemann, and BMW invite audiences to the BMW Classicsconcert as 
part of “Staatsoper für alle”. The programme features works by Ludwig van 
Beethoven – the Overture to Coriolan, Op. 62; Symphony No. 6 in F major, Op. 
68 (“Pastoral”); and the Overture to Egmont, Op. 84. 
 
As a prelude, the Staatsoper’s children’s opera orchestra and youth choir will 
perform at 11.30am under the direction of Giuseppe Mentuccia. The 
performance will feature singers from the Staatsoper Unter den Linden’s 
international opera studio, including Sonja Herranen, Sandra Laagus, Serafina 
Starke, Junho Hwang and Irakli Pkhaladze, with music by Jacques Offenbach, 
Charles Gounod and Jules Massenet. 
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“Staatsoper für alle” takes place under the patronage of the Governing Mayor of 
Berlin, Kai Wegner, and will be moderated by journalist and presenter Petra 
Gute. As in previous years, the opera performance at the Staatsoper will be 
accompanied by a red-carpet event, with numerous prominent guests expected. 
 
The large-scale event “Staatsoper für alle” is a cornerstone of the long-standing 
partnership between the Staatsoper Unter den Linden and BMW. Over two 
decades it has become a fixed highlight of Berlin’s cultural calendar, giving tens 
of thousands of people each year easy access to high-quality opera and concert 
experiences. 
 
“Staatsoper für alle“ 2026 
Saturday, 23 May 2026, 6.00pm, Bebelplatz 
Live broadcast of Verdi’s “Nabucco” 
Conductor: Francesco Lanzillotta 
Production: Emma Dante 
Cast includes: Igor Golovatenko, Lidia Fridman, Tareq Nazmi, Elena Maximova, 
Andrés Moreno García, Clara Nadeshdin, Junho Hwang, Hanseong Yun 
Staatskapelle Berlin; Staatsopernchor 
 
Sunday, 24 May, 11.30am, Bebelplatz 
Pre-programme: Children’s Opera Orchestra of the Staatsoper Unter den Linden 
Conductor: Giuseppe Mentuccia 
Soloists: Sonja Herranen, Sandra Laagus, Serafina Starke, Junho Hwang, Irakli 
Pkhaladze 
Youth Choir of the Staatsoper Unter den Linden; Children’s Opera Orchestra 
Music by Jacques Offenbach, Charles Gounod and Jules Massenet 
 
Sunday, 24 May, 1.00pm, Bebelplatz 
BMW Classics concert with the Staatskapelle Berlin 
Conductor: Christian Thielemann 
Programme: Ludwig van Beethoven – Overture to Coriolan, Op. 62; Symphony 
No. 6 in F major, Op. 68 (“Pastoral”); Overture to Egmont, Op. 84 
Staatskapelle Berlin 
 
Admission to "Staatsoper für alle" is free. 
 

The BMW Group's Cultural Engagement, with exclusive updates and deeper 
insights into its global initiatives can be followed on Instagram at 
@BMWGroupCulture.  
 

https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroupculture/?hl=de
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If you have any questions, please contact: 
 
Corporate Communications 
 
Céline Cettier 
BMW Group Corporate and Governmental Affairs 
Telephone: +49 89 382 38201 
Email: Celine.Cettier@bmwgroup.com 
 
Media Website: www.press.bmwgroup.com/global 
Email: presse@bmw.de 
 
Carolin Bitzer 
Staatsoper Unter den Linden 
Head of Press Department 
Telephone: +49 30 203 54 481 
E-Mail: c.bitzer@staatsoper-berlin.de 
www.staatsoper-berlin.de 
 
 
BMW Group Cultural Engagement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Driven by Culture. Culture is knowledge, a sanctuary of beauty and depth, of meaning and peace. An 
inspiring escape. Tranquil at best, even unsettling sometimes. As a corporate citizen, the BMW 
Group takes social responsibility seriously, as part of which it has been involved in hundreds of 
cultural initiatives worldwide for over half a century, in the fields of contemporary art, music and film 
as well as in design. As a long-term partner, creative freedom is key – and as essential for 
groundbreaking works as it is for major innovations within a business enterprise like ours. 
 
Further information: www.bmwgroup.com/culture and www.bmwgroup.com/overview 
Instagram: @BMWGroupCulture 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@bmwgroupculture 
#BMWGroupCulture 
 
 
 
 
 
 

State Opera for all Gerhard Richter CORPORATE CITIZENSHIP Kochi-Muziris Biennale 
BMW Art Cars Ólafur Elíasson Art Basel Max Hooper Schneider Städel Invites Frank Stella 
BMW Art Club INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE Art D'Égypte Cao Fei Esther Mahlangu 
Zaha Hadid Les Rencontres d'Arles Jeff Koons India Art Fair LONGEVITY Julie Mehretu 
PARTNERSHIP BMW Open Work by Frieze Andy Warhol Lu Yang Preis der Nationalgalerie 
Samson Young Bavarian State Opera CREATIVE FREEDOM BMW Young Artist Jazz Award  
Ken Done INTERACTION Premio de Pintura Gallery Weekend Berlin Art Market Budapest 
Paris Photo Leelee Chan Art Dubai SUSTAINABILITY BMW Photo Award Leipzig 
Teatro alla Scala BMW Classics Jenny Holzer BMW Art Guide by Independent Collectors 
 
 

mailto:Celine.Cettier@bmwgroup.com
http://www.press.bmwgroup.com/global
mailto:presse@bmw.de
mailto:c.bitzer@staatsoper-berlin.de
http://www.staatsoper-berlin.de/
https://www.bmwgroup.com/en/sustainability/gesellschaft.html#tabs-140c3a401f-item-5062100ec6-tab
http://www.bmwgroup.com/overview
https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroupculture/
https://www.youtube.com/@bmwgroupculture
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The BMW Group 
 
With its four brands, BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the world’s leading 
premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial services. The 
BMW Group production network comprises over 30 production sites worldwide; the company has a global 
sales network in more than 140 countries. 
 
In 2025, the BMW Group sold 2.46 million passenger vehicles and more than 202,500 motorcycles 
worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2025 was € 10.2 billion on revenues amounting to € 
133,5 billion. As of 31 December 2025, the BMW Group had a workforce of 154,540 employees. 
 
The economic success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible 
action. Sustainability is a key element of the BMW Group’s corporate strategy and covers all products – 
from the supply chain through production to the end of their useful life.  
 
 
www.bmwgroup.com  
LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/company/bmw-group/ 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/bmwgroup 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bmwgroup 
X: https://www.x.com/bmwgroup 
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