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BMW Motorsport 

Love at first sight: the new BMW Z4 GT3.

The BMW Z4 GT3, which was officially launched and completed its first test drives at the start of March, is already enjoying great popularity among BMW Motorsport customers. The first cars have been delivered to private BMW teams, who will prepare them for use in various national and international championships.

“The feedback on the BMW Z4 GT3 is extremely positive,” says BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen. “This sports car rounds off our product range, and offers drivers and teams the opportunity to compete in championships in accordance with the GT3 regulations – such as the FIA GT3 European Championship, the International GT Open or the ADAC GT Masters – as well as at 24-hour endurance races.” In addition, the BMW M3 GT2, the BMW 320si WTCC, which complies with Super2000 regulations, and the close-to-production BMW M3 GT4 are also available to customer teams from all over the world at BMW Motorsport Distribution.

The production model of the BMW Z4 is already impressive: with its elongated bonnet, flared wheel arches, long wheel base and narrow projections, the car boasts an unmistakable appearance. The two-seater provided BMW Motorsport engineers with a good basis for developing a close-to-production GT3 racing car.

The largest difference between production and racing car can be found under the bonnet: while the production version of the BMW Z4 is driven by a six-cylinder engine, the GT3 car is powered by a 4.0-litre eight-cylinder engine similar to the unit used in the BMW M3 GT2. This powerful heart produces over 480 bhp. Its excellent performance characteristics and good torque curve make the base engine from the production version of the BMW M3 predestined for use in motorsport.

The fitting of the V8 engine had a considerable influence on the development of the BMW Z4 GT3. Initially, design-space examinations were performed using CATIA V5 design software, in order to place the engine in the ideal position and meet racing specifications. The engineers then added all the other components. 

When it comes to electronics, the private teams can look forward to innovative BMW solutions, which have already been tried and tested on the BMW M3 GT2: the modern ECU408 takes over the engine management, while the Power400 electronic control unit is responsible for controlling all the actuators. The power is transmitted through a six-speed, sequential gearbox with “Quick Shift” function. 

Rims with central locking and safety clip are also included in delivery. In addition, the BMW Z4 GT3 also offers driver assistance systems such as racing ABS and traction control, which have been adopted from other cars in the customer racing range, and then further developed and modified for use in the GT3 car.

The front axle of the BMW Z4 GT3 is a completely new design, based on a series concept. It is equipped with a tubular stabiliser bar with adjustable blades. The rear axle is designed as a longitudinal link axle, as with the series version of the BMW Z4. The steel body of the car comes from the BMW Plant in Regensburg. A safety cell made of extremely rigid, precision steel tubing is then welded into the body. The engine block of the V8 engine is produced in the BMW foundry in Landshut. The BMW Plant in Dingolfing contributes the rear axle differential and drive shaft, among other things. 

During the development, BMW Motorsport engineers worked hand in hand in other areas with their colleagues from series production. This allowed them to access calculations from the field of computational fluid dynamics (CFD) when designing the car’s aerodynamics. Furthermore, tests were also carried out in the wind tunnel and on the BMW Group’s test benches.

Front and rear wings, bonnet, roof, fender and many other components are made of carbon fibre reinforced plastics (CFRP). Using this lightweight, torsion-resistant material contributed significantly to reducing the weight of the BMW Z4 GT3 to 1,200 kilograms. 

As with all cars in the BMW customer racing range, the emphasis was also put on cost-efficiency when developing the BMW Z4 GT3. As a result, the car offers a very good cost/performance ratio and gives private teams the opportunity to participate in affordable motorsport at the highest level. 

The BMW Z4 GT3 is available as a racing car at a cost of 298,000 Euros (plus VAT). Interested teams can find further information at: Z4GT3@bmw-motorsport.com. 

Rights-free images of the BMW Z4 GT3 can be downloaded for editorial use at:

www.press.bmwgroup-sport.com
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Technical Data BMW Z4 GT3.

Length: 
4,321 mm 

Width: 
1,930 mm

Height: 
1,210 mm

Wheel base: 
2,496 mm

Track width: 
1,605 mm (front), 1,630 mm (rear)

Weight:  
approx. 1,200 kg

Tank capacity / fuel: 
105 litres, Super Plus Unleaded (98ROZ)

Chassis / body: 

Unitary construction steel body with welded safety cell made of extremely rigid, precision steel tubing
Transmission:
Six-speed, sequential gearbox  

Suspension:
Shock-absorbing struts with low-friction spring strut mount; tubular stabiliser bar with adjustment blades (front), longitudinal link axle (rear), tubular stabiliser bar with adjustment
Dampers:
Four-way adjustable shock absorbers
Engine.

Engine type: 
Eight-cylinder, V-configuration
Capacity: 
3,999 ccm

Bore x stroke: 
92 x 75.2 mm

Compression: 
12.0 :1

Max. output: 
approx. 480 bhp at 8300 rpm
Max. torque: 
approx. 460 Nm at approx. 5500 rpm
Max. engine speed: 
8,500 rpm
Cylinder block:
Aluminium

Engine management:
BMW Motorsport ECU408 with two high-performance micro-processors; individual cylinder injection; pit speed limiter function; quick shift function; EML; integrated traction control; VANOS control unit; electronic network monitoring
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