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For 40 years, BMW has set the standard in the design and development of armoured 
vehicles. Now, for the first time in its history, the company has granted TV cameras access 
inside its secretive Protection Vehicle division. Secrets of the Supercars will take viewers 
behind the scenes for an exclusive look at manufacturing and testing of the BMW X5 
Protection VR6 – an SAV capable of withstanding attack from automatic weapons like the 
AK-47. 

 

The next episode of Secrets of the Supercars, to be broadcast this Sunday evening in the 
UK, will lift the lid on the BMW X5 Protection VR6. It will take viewers behind the scenes at 
the BMW Protection facility in Munich, Germany, to see how the company designs and 
builds a car that can withstand sustained enemy attack whilst keeping occupants safe. 
The vehicle will also be put to the test on track and at the shooting range, providing 
viewers with unique insight into how it achieves its industry-leading safety certification. 

 

Barely distinguishable from the series-production model both in terms of its appearance 
and driving dynamics, the BMW X5 Protection VR6 shields occupants with approximately 
30 mm thick multi-layer safety glass that features an internal polycarbonate splinter 
protection layer. Combined with the armoured passenger compartment, post-blast-
protection, leak-resistant fuel tank and run-flat tyres, the BMW X5 Protection VR6 can 
safeguard against attacks from short-range and long-range weapons. 

 

The Secrets of the Supercars series provides an inside look at some of the most exclusive 
car companies on earth, putting vehicles through their paces on the track, discovering 
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A fortress on wheels: BMW grants behind the scenes access to its secretive 
Protection Vehicle division. 
 
• Secrets of the Supercars offers viewers a behind the scenes look at manufacturing and 
testing of the BMW X5 Protection VR6.  
• Multi-layer safety glass, armoured passenger compartment, post-blast-protection, 
leak-resistant fuel tank and run-flat tyres make this vehicle capable of withstanding 
attack from automatic weapons like the AK-47. 
• Broadcasting in the UK this Sunday at 19:00 BST on Dave. 
 

  

https://dave.uktv.co.uk/shows/secrets-of-the-supercars/
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game-changing supercars of the past and revealing what happens when engineers push 
supercar design to the extremes. 

 

Secrets of the Supercars BMW X5 Protection VR6 episode will broadcast on Dave on 
Sunday 2 May at 19:00 BST. International broadcast dates across Europe and other 
territories will follow.  

 

For further information on the BMW X5 Protection VR6, please visit https://www.bmw-
special-sales.com/en/topics/protection-vehicles/overview.html 

 

Ends 

 
 
 
The BMW Group 
 
With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the 
world’s leading premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides 
premium financial and mobility services. The BMW Group production network comprises 
31 production and assembly facilities in 15 countries; the company has a global sales 
network in more than 140 countries. 
 
In 2020, the BMW Group sold over 2.3 million passenger vehicles and more than 169,000 
motorcycles worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2020 was € 5.222 billion 
on revenues amounting to € 98.990 billion. As of 31 December 2020, the BMW Group had a 
workforce of 120,726 employees. 
 
The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and 
responsible action. The company set the course for the future at an early stage and 
consistently makes sustainability and efficient resource management central to its 
strategic direction, from the supply chain through production to the end of the use phase 
of all products. 
 
www.bmwgroup.com  

https://www.bmw-special-sales.com/en/topics/protection-vehicles/overview.html
https://www.bmw-special-sales.com/en/topics/protection-vehicles/overview.html
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Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup  
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup  
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupView  
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup  
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/bmw-group/ 
 
For further information please contact:  
 
Helen Wilson 
Senior Press Officer, BMW & MINI Communications 
Tel: 07815 372 480 
Email: Helen.Wilson@bmw.co.uk 

Chris Overall  
BMW Media Relations Manager  
Tel: 07815 370 990 
Email: Chris.Overall@bmw.co.uk 

Emma Begley  
General Manager, Communications  
Tel: 07815 371 062  
Email: Emma.Begley@bmw.co.uk  

Graham Biggs 
Corporate Communications Director  
Tel: 07815 376 867 
Email: Graham.Biggs@bmw.co.uk  
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