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Air quality in the vehicle interior: Nanofibre filter technology 
to be rolled out from autumn 2020. 
 
Current model line-up has air purification of the highest standard +++ 

Development is ongoing for further improvement in interior air quality +++ 
 
Munich. Air quality is of fundamental importance for the sense of well-being inside a 

vehicle. The filtering of solid particles, including some microbial particles, plays a key role 

in this regard, alongside other factors.  

Sophisticated filtration systems have been in use at the BMW Group since the early 

1990s. Particulate filters were introduced across the board in 1990, followed in 1998 by 

combination filters which added an active carbon filter to the particulate filter. Fine 

particulate filters have been deployed in China since 2015 and will also be fitted in South 

Korea from July 2020. Customers worldwide already have the option of retrofitting a fine 

particulate filter. The advantage of this filter technology is that it removes not only fine 

airborne dust, but also soot particles and, in some cases, certain microbial particles. 

The next major advance comprises a new type of interior filter employing nanofibre 

technology. In recent years, the BMW Group has been intensively developing this filter 

technology, which makes it possible to keep ultra-fine particles, certain microbial 

particles and allergens to a bigger extent out of the vehicle’s interior.  

Regardless of the filter technology employed, BMW vehicles with the necessary 

specification are also equipped with exterior air quality detectors, which automatically 

activate air recirculation mode if the quality of the ambient air requires it. This swiftly 

purifies the air by allowing it to flow through the cabin repeatedly.  
 
Nanofibre filter technology takes effectiveness to a new level, cleaning the air in the 

vehicle’s interior of almost all particles in under two minutes in air recirculation mode.  
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Air recirculation mode can be activated and deactivated manually by the driver – and not 

only from inside the car; BMW Connected app users can remotely select the option 

“Ventilate now” in preparation for an upcoming journey or afterwards, for example.  

The auxiliary ventilation function is then used to purify the air in the cabin quickly and 

thoroughly. 

The nanofibre filter technology is already set to make its debut this autumn when it will 

be fitted in a Rolls-Royce as standard. Starting next year this will be followed by a broad-

based rollout in the BMW 7 Series and BMW 8 Series ranges as well as X5, X6 and X7 

models as well as many other models. 

 

At the same time, the technology will also be made available as a retrofit option for many 

models of the current portfolio. As a result, the BMW Group will soon be offering to 

customers an even more effective means of filtering out harmful particles from the air 

that enters their vehicle. 

 
In the event of enquiries please contact: 
 
Bernhard Ederer, BMW Group Innovation Communications 
Tel.: +49 (0) 176 601 28556, e-mail: Bernhard.Ederer@bmwgroup.com 
 
Benjamin Titz, Head of BMW Group Design, Innovation & Motorsport Communications 
Tel.: +49 (0)179 – 743 80 88, e-mail: Benjamin.Titz@bmw.de 

Internet: www.press.bmwgroup.com  
E-mail: presse@bmw.de 
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The BMW Group 
 
With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the world’s leading 
premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial and mobility 
services. The BMW Group production network comprises 31 production and assembly facilities in 15 
countries; the company has a global sales network in more than 140 countries. 
 
In 2019, the BMW Group sold over 2.5 million passenger vehicles and more than 175,000 motorcycles 
worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2019 was € 7.118 billion on revenues amounting to 
€ 104.210 billion. As of 31 December 2019, the BMW Group had a workforce of 133,778 employees. 
 
 
 
 
The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible action. The 
company has therefore established ecological and social sustainability throughout the value chain, 
comprehensive product responsibility and a clear commitment to conserving resources as an integral part of 
its strategy. 
 
 
www.bmwgroup.com  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup  
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup  
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupView  
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup  
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/bmwgroup/ 
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