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24h Nürburgring: ROWE Racing crowned as the winner after a 
sensational comeback with the BMW M4 GT3 EVO. 

 

• Augusto Farfus, Jesse Krohn, Raffaele Marciello, and Kelvin van der Linde celebrate 

BMW's 21st overall victory at the 24 Hours of Nürburgring 

• ROWE Racing drives a flawless race in front of a record crowd with the only BMW M4 GT3 

EVO in the field 

• BMW M2 Racing concludes an impressive test race with a victory in the SP 3T class 

 

Nürburgring. Victory for BMW M Motorsport and ROWE Racing at the 24 Hours of 

Nürburgring (GER)! In front of a record crowd in the "Green Hell", Kelvin van der Linde (RSA), 

Augusto Farfus (BRA), Jesse Krohn (FIN), and Raffaele Marciello (SUI) crowned an 

outstanding comeback with BMW's 21st overall victory at the endurance classic on the 

Nordschleife. Additionally, the new BMW M2 Racing impressed as in its final endurance test, 

the new entry-level race car – fielded by Team FK Performance Motorsport – celebrated a 

class victory. 

 

ROWE Racing had a challenging start to the weekend in the Eifel region. After the #98 BMW M4 

GT3 EVO missed out on the top qualifying session, the BMW M works driver quartet started the 

race from 17th position. However, under perfect weather conditions, Farfus made a dream start, 

moving into the top ten within the first lap. After an hour and a half, a power outage in the 

paddock caused a red flag. Following a 2-hour and 15-minute interruption, van der Linde 

stormed through the field during the restart, advancing the #98 BMW M4 GT3 EVO from ninth to 

third in just two laps. 

Subsequently, Marciello and Krohn solidified their positions in the podium ranks, with ROWE 

Racing navigating the night flawlessly and steadily in second place, building a comfortable gap 

to the cars behind. As the sun rose over the Nordschleife, the #98 BMW M4 GT3 EVO closed a 

gap of over two minutes to the leader. By the morning, the race turned into a true thriller in the 

"Green Hell". Three and a half hours before the finish, Farfus claimed the lead for ROWE Racing 

for the first time. 

After a penalty was issued to the competing #911 Porsche, the #98 BMW M4 GT3 EVO was 

firmly on course for victory, which van der Linde secured after 24 hours. Although he crossed the 

finish line behind the Porsche, the Manthey EMA team's appeal against the penalty was 

dismissed, ensuring ROWE Racing's victory. For van der Linde, this marked his third triumph at 

the 24 Hours of Nürburgring after wins in 2017 and 2022 – his first with BMW M Motorsport. 

Alongside Farfus and his brother Sheldon van der Linde (RSA), the 29-year-old had also won 

the season opener of the Intercontinental GT Challenge at Bathurst, Australia. That series 

includes the 24h Nürburgring as well as the upcoming 24h Spa-Francorchamps (BEL) next 

weekend. 

For Farfus, it was his second victory on the Nordschleife after a 15-year wait, while Marciello 

celebrated his first 24h-race win for BMW M Motorsport in front of a record crowd of 280,000 

spectators. For Krohn, it was also his first victory at the 24h Nürburgring. BMW, the record 

champions at the Nürburgring, last triumphed five years ago. In 2020, the BMW M6 GT3, also 

fielded by ROWE Racing, claimed victory. 
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Impressive class victory for the BMW M2 Racing.  

The new BMW M2 Racing also delivered an outstanding performance. BMW M works drivers 

Jens Klingmann (GER), Charles Weerts, and Ugo de Wilde (BEL), along with motorsport journalist 

Michael Bräutigam (GER), were unbeatable in the SP 3T class with the #310 car. It marked a 

perfect final endurance test before the sales phase begins for the new BMW M Motorsport entry-

level race car. 

In total, BMW M Motorsport customer teams achieved seven class victories at the 24h 

Nürburgring. The #67 BMW M4 GT4 EVO from AV Racing by Black Falcon triumphed in the 

SP10 class. Additional successes included the #650 BMW M240i Racing from Adrenalin 

Motorsport Team Mainhattan Wheels in the BMW M240i class, the #500 BMW 330i from the 

same team in the VT2 rear-wheel-drive class, the #700 BMW 325i from rent2Drive-racing in its 

respective class, and the #277 BMW 318ti from RAVENOL Motorsport by MDM Racing in the 

SP3 class. 

  

Statements: 

  

Franciscus van Meel (CEO of BMW M GmbH): "I am absolutely thrilled for ROWE Racing and the 

drivers on this 21st overall victory for BMW at the 24h Nürburgring. This time, we could only 

compete with one car in the top class, but as we’ve seen, when the team and drivers deliver a 

perfect performance, the 'Green Hell' can be forgiving. In recent years, it hasn’t always been on 

our side, but this time, after 2020, we finally managed to secure another victory. Congratulations 

to everyone involved! The race of our new BMW M2 Racing was also sensational, achieving an 

impressive class victory right out of the gate. What an outstanding performance by the team and 

drivers!" 

  

Andreas Roos (Head of BMW M Motorsport): "What an incredible 24-hour race! Although we 

only competed with one car, we had a fantastic team and amazing drivers. ROWE Racing, along 

with Augusto Farfus, Jesse Krohn, Raffaele Marciello, and Kelvin van der Linde, delivered an 

absolutely flawless and perfect performance. Congratulations and a big thank you to everyone at 

BMW M Motorsport who worked so hard for this success. The performance of our new family 

member, the BMW M2 Racing, was also inspiring, with Ugo de Wilde, Jens Klingmann, Charles 

Weerts, and Michael Bräutigam celebrating a class victory. Congratulations to the FK 

Performance Motorsport team and to all teams and drivers who celebrated class wins and 

podiums in their BMW vehicles today! I am very proud!" 

  

Hans-Peter Naundorf (Team Principal, ROWE Racing): "I am incredibly happy and proud of my 

team and drivers. I still can’t quite believe it. The race was exciting on so many levels. If 

someone had told me on Thursday that we’d be standing here as winners on Sunday, I wouldn’t 

have believed them. At that point, we were dealing with completely different problems. To work 

through those and hold our ground in such a tough and hot race was a fantastic achievement by 

everyone. This success is good for everyone and hopefully a good omen for the race at Spa-

Francorchamps next week." 
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Augusto Farfus (#98 BMW M4 GT3 EVO, ROWE Racing, Winner): "I had the privilege of driving 

the formation lap and seeing all these fans. This place is magical. We are blessed to be part of 

this show and to race in front of these people. I celebrated my first major victory for BMW M 

Motorsport here 15 years ago, and to stand here again is something special – and with the only 

BMW M4 GT3 EVO. We came here with just one car, but in the end, we represented BMW in the 

best possible way. Our goal was to finish the race, and in the end, we did so as winners. Thank 

you to BMW M Motorsport and ROWE Racing for the trust. Bringing this trophy home is also a 

big reward for the people in Munich." 

  

Jesse Krohn (#98 BMW M4 GT3 EVO, ROWE Racing, Winner): "I am just grateful: grateful to 

BMW M Motorsport, ROWE Racing, my teammates, and the fans. This is such a special day. I’ve 

been coming here for over ten years, and finally, everything came together. There are moments 

when you feel like it will never happen, but now we’ve done it. You just need the right people 

around you, and we had that today. I’m just thankful to be here and to experience this moment." 

  

Raffaele Marciello (#98 BMW M4 GT3 EVO, ROWE Racing, Winner): "I am very happy. The 24 

Hours of Nürburgring is one of the races I’ve always wanted to win. I’m glad that this dream has 

finally come true. Among the three 24-hour races this June, this was my main goal. Achieving 

this victory makes me incredibly proud. My teammates did a fantastic job. Thank you to BMW M 

Motorsport and ROWE Racing." 

  

Kelvin van der Linde (#98 BMW M4 GT3 EVO, ROWE Racing, Winner): "It’s always a privilege. 

Thank you to BMW M Motorsport and ROWE Racing for the trust. It was an extreme race. The 

entire team worked flawlessly. Everyone was at their limit: the car, us, and the tyres at the end. 

It was one of the toughest 24-hour races I’ve experienced here, and I am very, very proud." 

  

Ugo de Wilde (#310 BMW M2 Racing, FK Performance Motorsport, 1st Place SP 3T Class): "It 

was a fantastic weekend for me: my first 24 hours on the Nordschleife. The main goal was to 

gain experience and show that the car is reliable. We achieved that. The car was very good, very 

reliable, very consistent, and it was fun to drive. It was a fantastic experience to drive at night 

and to spend these days with the great team and my amazing teammates. We had a great 

atmosphere, and it was a joy to work with them. Huge congratulations to BMW M Motorsport, 

ROWE Racing, and all the drivers – especially my GT World Challenge teammate Kelvin – on the 

overall victory." 

  

Jens Klingmann (#310 BMW M2 Racing, FK Performance Motorsport, 1st Place SP 3T Class): 

"We are super happy. We completed the 24h Nürburgring, the dress rehearsal, the ultimate 

endurance test, without any issues. That makes us very proud and confident that we can deliver 

a proven race car that also has strong performance. With P36 in the overall standings and the 

class victory, we’ve clearly demonstrated that. We are incredibly happy; the car ran flawlessly 

and looks the same after the final lap as it did after the first. And of course, we are very happy 

about the overall victory for BMW M Motorsport and that the trophy is heading back to Munich." 
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Charles Weerts (#310 BMW M2 Racing, FK Performance Motorsport, 1st Place SP 3T Class): 

"It was a very good race for both the BMW M4 GT3 EVO and the BMW M2 Racing. The car 

performed very well. Our primary goal was to finish the race – and then to be as successful as 

possible. And we achieved that. Michael, Ugo, Jens, and the entire team did a fantastic job. It’s 

great to see that the project worked so well. If the car survives the 24 hours at the Nürburgring, 

it’s a very successful test for the car. I’m very happy for BMW M Motorsport, and of course, 

congratulations to ROWE Racing on the overall victory with the #98." 

  

Michael Bräutigam (#310 BMW M2 Racing, FK Performance Motorsport, 1st Place SP 3T 

Class): "My weekend was filled with many emotions. First and foremost, I was incredibly proud 

to even be part of this project and to drive and get to know a car that no one outside the BMW 

family had seen before. Thank you to BMW M Motorsport for that! Since I’m from the Eifel, this 

race – especially in front of a record crowd – is an absolute highlight for me. I’m very happy with 

the result and my performance." 

 

 

 

*** 
 

The BMW Group 

With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the world’s leading premium manufacturer 

of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial services. The BMW Group production network comprises 

over 30 production sites worldwide; the company has a global sales network in more than 140 countries. 

In 2024, the BMW Group sold over 2.45 million passenger vehicles and more than 210,000 motorcycles worldwide. The profit 

before tax in the financial year 2024 was € 11.0 billion on revenues amounting to € 142.4 billion. As of 31 December 2024, the 

BMW Group had a workforce of 159,104 employees. 

The economic success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible action. Sustainability 

is a key element of the BMW Group’s corporate strategy and covers all products from the supply chain and production to the 

end of their useful life. 

www.bmwgroup.com  

LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/company/bmw-group/ 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/bmwgroup 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bmwgroup 

X: https://www.x.com/bmwgroup 

 

about:blank
http://www.linkedin.com/company/bmw-group/
https://www.youtube.com/bmwgroup
https://www.instagram.com/bmwgroup
https://www.facebook.com/bmwgroup
https://www.x.com/bmwgroup
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BMW Group Latin America 

BMW Group is a leader in premium individual mobility technology products and services in Latin America, where it markets its 

three brands: BMW, MINI, and BMW Motorrad. BMW is the top-selling premium automotive brand in Latin America, with more 

than one in three vehicles sold in the region. In 2024, the brand has sold 42,886 units. MINI has sold 6,383 units in the same 

period. BMW Motorrad has sold 27,742 motorcycles in the region, setting a sales record. BMW is the best-selling premium 

brand in Brazil, Mexico, and Importer Markets. BMW Motorrad has achieved record sales and now has three of its 15 main 

global markets in Latin America: Brazil, Mexico, and Importer Markets. BMW Group's Open Technology Approach enables a 

gradual transition to electromobility, offering customers the choice between battery-electric, plug-in hybrid, or combustion 

powertrains. More than 20% of BMW Group's sales in Latin America consist of electric or plug-in hybrid vehicles. BMW Group 

has delivered approximately 80,000 personal or corporate charging units across the region. 

The Group has 5,000 employees in the Latin American region. Its sales offices are located in Argentina, Brazil, and Mexico 

(where the regional office is based). BMW Group's production plants in the region are located in Brazil and Mexico. Brazil 

operates two plants: one in Araquari, Santa Catarina, focused on automobile production, where BMW X5 PHEV production 

began in 2024. The other plant in Manaus, Amazonas, is the first facility to manufacture motorcycles outside of Germany. In 

Mexico, a one-billion-dollar investment was announced in July 2014 for the construction and operation of a BMW Group plant 

in San Luis Potosí. This production site began operations in 2019 with the production of the BMW 3 Series; in 2021, an 

expansion was announced to include the manufacturing of the BMW 2 Series Coupé, and in 2022, the BMW M2, both 

exported worldwide. Starting in 2027, the San Luis Potosí Plant will incorporate electric vehicle and battery production with 

an $800 million investment. 

As additional information, Brazil has an engineering team to support global developments, regional challenges, and customer 

support organization, providing consumer assistance. 

For additional information please contact: 

 

Corporate Communications - BMW Group Latin America  

Joao Veloso joao.veloso@bmw.com.mx 

Juan Bernardo Vázquez Mellado bernardo.vazquezmelladobmw.com.mx  

Julián Argüelles  julian.arguelles@bmw.com.mx 

Erika Ferrer  erika.ferrer@bmw.com.mx 

 

Corporate Communications – BMW Group Plant San Luis Potosí (México) 

Elizabeth Arreguín elizabeth.arreguin@bmw.com.mx 

Miroslava Rivas miroslava.rivas@bmw.com.mx 

 

Corporate Communications – BMW Group Argentina 

Gonzalo Di Gregorio gonzalo.di-gregorio@partner.bmw.com.ar  

 

Corporate Communications – BMW Group Brazil 

Fabiano Severo fabiano.severo@bmw.com.br 

Paula Cichini paula.cichini@bmw.com.br 

 

Regional Public Relations Agency – INK PR 

INK PR - BMW Group Latin America BMWGroupLatAm@inkpr.com.mx 

 

BMW Group Plant San Luis Potosí (México) Public Relations Agency –INK PR 

INK PR - BMW Group Plant SLP plantabmwslp@inkpr.com.mx  

 

BMW Group Brazil – Public Relations Agency JeffreyGroup 

JeffreyGroup - BMW Group Brazil grupobmw@jeffreygroup.com  

 

mailto:joao.veloso@bmw.com.mx
mailto:bernardo.vazquezmellado@bmw.com.mx
mailto:bernardo.vazquezmellado@bmw.com.mx
mailto:julian.arguelles@bmw.com.mx
mailto:erika.ferrer@bmw.com.mx
mailto:elizabeth.arreguin@bmw.com.mx
mailto:gonzalo.di-gregorio@partner.bmw.com.ar
mailto:paula.cichini@bmw.com.br
mailto:grupobmw@jeffreygroup.com
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BMW Group PressClub 

www.press.bmwgroup.com/mx.html 

www.press.bmwgroup.com/latin-america-caribbean?language=es 

www.press.bmwgroup.com/argentina/ 

www.press.bmwgroup.com/brazil/  

 

http://www.press.bmwgroup.com/mx.html
http://www.press.bmwgroup.com/latin-america-caribbean?language=es
http://www.press.bmwgroup.com/argentina/
http://www.press.bmwgroup.com/brazil/

