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BMW Group Mobile Tradition at the Techno Classica 2005: A Festival of Anniversaries

Munich/Essen. BMW Group Mobile Tradition looks back on a period that signalled a new era: The 1950s are a key theme of the company’s profile at the Techno Classica being held from 7 to 10 April. The anniversaries of the BMW 507, BMW 503 and BMW Isetta constitute the focal point of the extensive exhibition presenting the classic cars of the BMW Group in Hall 12. These models were launched in 1955 and this means they are celebrating their 50th birthday this year. The dream cars BMW 507 and 503 are presented alongside the BMW Isetta “Bubble Car”. Visitors will also be treated to an exciting review of everything that rolled off Munich’s production line between 1950 and 1960: The BMW 501 “Baroque Angel”, the “Big Isetta” BMW 600 or the BMW 700, which saved the company from bankruptcy at the end of this momentous decade. It goes without saying that motorcycles also form part of the history of BMW and there are some outstanding examples here to relate an important chapter in the story of the two-wheeler during the early years of the Federal Republic of Germany.

The second theme for the exhibition is 30 years of the BMW 3 Series. The eternal youth of the 3 Series has secured it an enthusiastic and loyal following as a cult car in the “young timer scene”. This is reason enough to show important highlights from the three decades of the 3 Series in Essen. The culmination is the new 3 Series, launched on the German market in March. This car brings together the development lines of the four previous series and successfully reinterprets the concept of the sports saloon. 

Mobile Tradition once again pays tribute to the important role of the clubs by setting up a forum for the friends of the marques produced by the BMW Group. Mini, Glass and Rolls-Royce are featured alongside classic BMW automobiles.

BMW and the 1950s 

The euphoria of the economic miracle was a motivating force for BMW at the beginning of the 1950s. The company was all set for a new beginning. Following on from a period after the war in which only motorcycles were produced, automobile production started up again with the BMW 501 in 1952. The exhibition at the Techno Classica will feature the 501 Series in the green and white Police livery. This car caused a sensation during the early years of television in crime series “Isar 12”. Individual mobility was a universal aspiration for lots of people during this period of rapid economic development. BMW started supplying the mass market with the inimitable Isetta “Motocoupé” in 1955. Three examples of the “Bubble Car” are displayed in Hall 12. They include an original Isetta used to advertise Stern glossy magazine during the 1950s, an Isetta celebrating 50 years of Lufthansa and an Isetta with the Munich skyline emblazoned on the bodywork. 

BMW was also targeting the premium segment during the 1950s. One of the cars manufactured at this time was a sports car that was to become legendary: the BMW 507. The dream car came on the market in the same year as the Isetta, and it created a sensation among automobile aficionados. Three versions of the BMW 507 displayed at the Techno Classica demonstrate just why it was such a stunning success: the design and engineering were as innovative as they were extravagant. The powerful V8 engine provided sheer driving pleasure for celebrity owners like Elvis Presley. The exhibition will include the prototype developed by Ernst Loof and others, and the special body designed by Giovanni Michelotti on the basis of the BMW 507. These two one-off models presented by Mobile Tradition have not been on show to such a wide public in Europe for many a year. The BMW 503 was designed by Albrecht Graf Goertz, designer of the BMW 507, and may be seen in Essen. There is also a wealth of other vehicles on show from the range produced by Bayerische Motoren Werke during the 1950s. 

30 years of BMW 3 Series

The 3 Series contributed to the commercial success of BMW like no other model in the history of the company. BMW launched the first 3 Series on the market precisely 30 years ago. In 1981 – just six years later – one million units of the sports saloon had already been sold. That turned the 3 Series into the most successful BMW automobile of all times. A representative of the first generation – known by the internal designation of E21 – will be on view at the Techno Classica. BMW will be displaying representatives from five generations of this model series, from the E21 right up to the latest offspring of the 3 Series family. The commercial success of the 3 Series as a series model also has an equivalent in motor sport. The history of the 3 Series can’t be narrated without describing its successes in touring-car sport. A number of witnesses to impressive racing victories bring these magic moments to life.

BMW Motorrad

At the start of the 1950s, German motorcycle manufacturers went through a period of success the like of which had never been seen before. The motorbike gave people mobility – the motor car was still too expensive. The first BMW to roll off the production line after the war was therefore a motorcycle: the R 24. An example of the 12 bhp machine launched in 1948 is being exhibited in Essen. Alongside several other models from the post-war period, BMW is presenting a motorcycle post-war classic from the 1950s: The R 51/3 with a two-cylinder Boxer engine and elegant sweeping lines is the epitome of the motorcycle boom that lasted until the mid-1950s in Germany. However, the highlight of the motorcycle exhibition is a racing motorcycle rather than a production model. Steve McLaughlin wrote sporting history in 1976 with the RS 90 S Butler & Smith. He won the very first race of the new American Superbike Series held in Daytona. The motorbike is on show to the public for the first time in Germany at the Techno Classica.

BMW Clubs: a strong community of enthusiasts

The BMW Clubs are also presenting a number of classics from different eras of BMW history alongside Mobile Tradition. The community of clubs encompasses more than 200,000 members worldwide and it is represented by the Type and Classic Clubs. They are showing their collectors’ items in Hall 12. The BMW 2000 tii from the 1960s is there, various models from the BMW 3 Series and the super sports car BMW M1, launched in 1978, which caused a sensation in racing circles. The Isetta Club is showing a number of examples of the legendary “Motocoupé” to support the 1950s theme of the BMW exhibition – including the BMW 600, a modified four-seater Isetta. Fans of the former Bavarian automobile manufacturer Glas are also grouped under the umbrella of the BMW Clubs. BMW took over Glas in 1966 and the Glas aficionados are presenting three representatives of the Goggomobil in Essen. The Goggomobil was chasing the same segment of buyers during the 1950s as the Isetta. 

Mini Clubs and Rolls Royce with independent profile

Under the motto “Open Minis”, the Mini Clubs are exhibiting a number of exceptional convertibles from the heritage of the popular English cult car. A rally mini recently purchased by BMW Group Mobile Tradition for its collection can also be seen on the Mini stand. This is the vehicle driven to victory by Timo Makinen in the 1000 Lakes Rally in Finland in 1966.

The Rolls-Royce marque is also reflecting on the 1950s / 1960s, and presenting two Silver Cloud models. The vehicles exhibited are a 6-cylinder Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud LWB with Hooper body, built in 1958, and a Silver Cloud III, built in 1963 with an 8-cylinder engine, both from the collection owned by Hans-Günter Zach.

Automobile Museum Eisenach 

The Automobile Museum Eisenach also traditionally presents two vehicles in the BMW Hall. One is a DIXI 3/15 (DA 1) Tourer (Phaeton) (1927 – 29), a precursor of the subsequent BMW DIXI, and the other is a BMW 3/15 with a type Ihle 600 bodywork (1934 – 39).

Parts and accessories: information on the comprehensive range

BMW Group Mobile Tradition is naturally also concerned to keep the four-wheeler and two-wheeler classics on the road. In line with previous years, information is provided at the Techno Classica 2005 on a comprehensive range of parts and accessories for BMW classics. This makes it much easier for collectors to research the spare parts they require. Alongside the inventory of parts and accessories, the parts specialists at BMW Group Mobile Tradition also have an extensive remanufacturing programme. Experts from BMW Group Mobile Tradition are pleased to provide collectors with advice and assistance at Essen. If you want to receive a complete and up-to-date review of all the parts available for BMW automobiles and motorcycles, you can also click on www.bmwmobiletradition.de.
A journey into the era of the Economic Miracle and through five generations of the 3 Series – 

Details on the exhibits at the Techno Classica

BMW Group Mobile Tradition is enticing visitors to this year’s Techno Classica to explore a time of change in Germany. A group of exhibits from the 1950s reflects the spirit of the economic miracle. Starting with the first BMW post-war vehicle, the R24 motorcycle, through the Isetta to the BMW 507 dream car. Twelve examples of the BMW 3 Series reflect the history of the past 30 years. 

BMW 501 six-cylinder “Isar 12”

Seven years after the end of the war, BMW finally started up car production in 1952. The BMW 501 was the first model to roll off the assembly line that year. This was a spacious saloon with a six-cylinder engine appealing to a limited circle of buyers. The car was also supplied as an eight-cylinder under the 502 type designation from 1955. The six-cylinder version had a rather bigger displacement of 2.1 litres and 72 bhp. The model was particularly popular during the 1960s as it was the squad car in police series “Funkstreife Isar12”.

BMW 507

During the mid-1950s, a call for a BMW sports car came from the USA. BMW importer Max Hoffman in New York was set on providing a car for this market segment and recommended an appropriate design engineer at the same time: Albrecht Graf Goertz. In 1955, Goertz presented a beautiful sports car in Manhattan and this set new benchmarks. A fascinating body concealed a V8 aluminium engine delivering 150 bhp for lots of driving pleasure.

BMW 507 prototype

The former BMW race designer Ernst Loof also responded to the challenge of a new sports car project. Loof developed an alternative proposal to the design by Goertz, based on an engine and a chassis provided by BMW, but it didn’t meet with much success. The BMW Board of Management and importer Hoffmann were not enthusiastic about Loof’s proposal. The car remained a one-off.

BMW 3200 Michelotti Vignale
Out of a total of 253 BMW 507 sports cars manufactured, two were given special bodies on a production chassis. One of these was designed by the Italian Giovanni Michelotti – he also created the BMW 700 small car during the 1950s. The special model of the 507 – the BMW 3200 Michelotti Vignale – lacked the swept-back contours of the production model and had a straight-line design, reflecting American taste in cars at the time.

BMW 503 Coupé

The elegant Coupé with a dedicated BMW body was designed by Albrecht Graf Goertz and built on the same chassis as the BMW 501. The 3.2-litre V8 engine of the car built in 1959 packed 140 bhp on the road.

BMW 503 Convertible

A 2+2 seater convertible also came into being in parallel with the coupé. The top was operated by an electric motor and was fully retractable. The bodywork of the car – including doors and bonnet – was manufactured entirely in aluminium as in the coupé. The model at the Techno Classica was built in 1958.

BMW 1500

The idea for a new sporty mid-range car was already aired at BMW in the mid-1950s. However, it wasn’t until 1961 that the BMW 1500 was launched at the IAA Frankfurt Motor Show. The marketing strategists called it “the New Class”.  The comfortable mid-range car with a sporty chassis and powerful engine was given a positive reception by customers. Not least because a four-cylinder inline engine with 1.5-litre displacement and 80 bhp powered the car to a top speed of 150 km/h.

BMW LS Luxus

The big brother of the Isetta, the BMW 600 – a modified version of the “Motocoupé” with four seats – was given a successor in 1959: the BMW 700 was designed by Giovanni Michelotti. The sporty small saloon generated 30 bhp from 0.7 litre displacement. The car was produced with an extended wheelbase and an additional 2 bhp as the BMW LS from 1962 onwards. The luxury version of the LS – exhibited at the Techno Classica as a Capri Green model built in 1964 – was equipped with additional luxury accessories. 

BMW Isetta 300 Export “Skyline”

From 1955, the Isetta provided the first BMW with central locking in the showrooms. A single standard front door provided entry to the realm of the “Motocoupé” with two seats. On the 50th birthday of the Isetta, Mobile Tradition launched a special model with the Skyline of Munich emblazoned on the bodywork. This is also available for collectors as a model on a scale of 1:18.

BMW Isetta 250 Export “Lufthansa”

The Isetta was not simply an attraction for thousands of motorists during the 1950s. German companies also liked using it as an advertising hoarding. Lufthansa had the blue crane logo familiar from Lufthansa planes painted on the Isetta 250 Export and it went on a promotion tour for the West German airline.  A top speed of 85 km/h at 12 bhp was more than adequate for this mission. The Isetta Export – on the market since 1956 – was rather better equipped on the technical side than the standard version and was mainly intended for overseas markets. 

BMW Isetta 300 Standard “Stern”

At least 14 Isettas used to travel the highways for glossy magazine Stern, founded in 1948, with the aim of garnering readers for political issues and current affairs. 50 cubic centimetres and precisely one horsepower more than in the original 250 cc engine provided more traction. The standard version of the Isetta was sold mainly in Germany.

BMW 323i 

The first 3 Series was launched in Munich’s Olympic Stadium in 1975. In engineering terms, this was a further technical development of the 02 Series. Although the visual profile drew on the 5 Series, the 3 Series was actually a completely new car. The distinct wedge-shape was a characteristic feature that was extremely controversial. A new cockpit design incorporated a central console angled towards the driver to revolutionize the interior. This first generation of the 3 Series is represented at the Techno Classica by a Baltic Blue 323i with a 143 bhp six-cylinder engine from the year 1982.    

BMW 324d 

A new 3 Series car was built from autumn 1982. It offered its passengers four centimetres more space – although the car overall was three centimetres shorter. Engineers had also cut the weight by 30 kilos by comparison with the previous model. The result of the ongoing development of the successful concept was an even more powerful car and above all a faster car. Some of the power units also had significantly more punch. Mobile Tradition presents an E30 in Essen powered by a 2.4-litre 86 bhp six-cylinder diesel engine in Alpine White.

BMW 323i 

The start of the 1990s demanded a new language of form in automobile design. The angular, simple form of the old 3 Series was outmoded: a successor was required. In 1990, BMW presented a 3 Series with an elegant and impressively elongated silhouette. The engine range spanned the 1.6 litre four-cylinder with 102 bhp in the basic version to the 193 bhp six-cylinder in the 328i. The Techno Classica exhibit E36 – a 323i in Morea Metallic – generates 170 bhp.  

BMW 320i
In May 1998, the fourth generation lined up on the grid – this was even more comfortable, safer and yet more powerful. The new car was four centimetres longer than its predecessor and it had grown twelve centimetres, by comparison with the first generation from 1975. A twin-kidney grille integrated in the bonnet combined with twin round headlamps behind clear lenses to give the 3 Series a new look. A bright red 320i represents the fourth generation in Essen.
BMW 325i

The fifth generation of the BMW 3 Series has been on the German market since March. The latest model epitomizes the benchmark set by its predecessor for the sporty mid-range. Masterly power unit, innovative safety features and outstanding handling allow the driver to experience driving directly. The most important BMW model is well-equipped for the future with the genes of its predecessor. 

BMW 320 Group 5 Junior Team

300 bhp, big front and rear spoilers and the “stripe design” typical of BMW motor sport took the BMW 3 Series into its first touring-car championship as a racing version in 1977. And the car was an instant success: The first race in Zolder saw hothead Marc Surer driving to a classic victory for the BMW Junior Team. His team colleagues Manfred Winkelhock and Eddie Cheever also provided plenty of championship points. 

BMW 320i Turbo “E21”

At the same time, the BMW 320i Turbo went into the German racing championship with one hundred bhp more than the Junior Team version. The cubic capacity had to be restricted to 1.4 litres with a turbocharger in order to enter the class up to 2000 cc. Despite this, the engine delivered a fantastic 400 bhp to the crankshaft. A BMW 320i Turbo from 1979 with unusual orange paintwork is presented at the Techno Classica.

BMW M3 Group A DTM 2.3 “E30”

At the start of the 1980s, the BMW Motorsport Programme was focused on Formula 1. A new racing car 3 Series only came into being in 1987 based on the newly developed M3 production model: the BMW M3 DTM 2.3 with 300 bhp was to become the most successful touring car of all times. Drivers like Robert Ravaglia, Johnny Cecotto and Christian Danner took innumerable titles in touring-car series.

R 24

The R 24 motorcycle was the first BMW to come on the market after the war – this was a further development of the R 23 pre-war model. All the drawings for the old machine had been lost together with the Eisenach plant which had been taken over by Russian occupying forces. Engineers therefore took an R 23 apart down to the last screw and drew up new plans. The first R 24 was only delivered in December 1948. 9144 motorcycles had already been sold by the end of the following year, 1949.

R 51/3

As the successor model to the R 51/2, the BMW R 51/3 became the most popular BMW motorcycle of the 1950s during the production period covering 1951 to 1955. A Boxer engine with 500 cubic centimetres generated 24 bhp at 5900 rpm. A price tag of 2750 marks made the R51/3 anything but a bargain in those times of austerity.

R 90 S Butler & Smith

American BMW motorcycle importer Butler&Smith launched its commitment to motor sport in 1968 – initially with motorcycles based on the BMW R 69 S and BMW R 75/5. From 1976, Butler & Smith also wanted to take part in the newly created Superbike racing series for machines based on production models. The sportiest model in the BMW range – the R 90 S – was selected as the basis for Superbike Production Racing. The racing version of the R 90 S had a displacement of 1000 cubic centimetres and took the bike to 102 bhp at 9200 rpm compared with 67 bhp in the production version.

For further information please contact:

Press and Public Relations

Andreas Klugescheid, Technology Communications, Head of History 
Tel.: +49 (0) 89 382 27797, Fax: +49 (0) 89 382 23927
Michael Blabst, Technology Communications, Leader
Telephone: (+49 89) 382 24697, Fax: (+49 89) 382 23927
Internet: www.press.bmwgroup.com

email: presse@bmw.de







PAGE  

