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Outstanding: Excellent Innovation Management by the BMW Group in a European Comparison

Fraunhofer Institute pays tribute to the top five companies with the best technology management 

Munich. The BMW Group is one of the five most innovative companies in Europe: on 16 June, the BMW Group is being honoured by the Fraunhofer Institute for Production Technology (IPT) as part of its international ‘benchmarking project for success factors in technology management’.

The aim of the project is to identify particularly successful approaches and concepts in technology management, known as "Successful Practices", on the part of leading European companies.

The basis for the success of the BMW Group is its strategic focus on the development of technologies with a high benefit for customers – combined with a standard of innovation management which is unique in the motor industry. "Top innovations are the best copy protection for our products and guarantee the worldwide success of BMW, MINI and Rolls-Royce. Innovations that are "Made in Germany" still set standards", says Professor Burkhard Göschel, Member of the Board of BMW AG responsible for Development and Purchasing.

The benchmarking project jury is awarding this award to the BMW Group for its pioneering technologies, and also for the way it has strategically and culturally anchored professional innovation processes in all areas of the company.

The Fraunhofer IPT determined the top companies in the comparison in cooperation with a jury made up of leaders in technology management from successful international companies who also make up the project consortium: 3M Deutschland GmbH, Drägerwerk AG, Endress+Hauser Messtechnik GmbH + Co. KG, GKN Sinter Metals Service GmbH, Neumag GmbH & Co. KG, Schott AG and Webasto AG. Professor Günther Schuh, Director of the Fraunhofer IPT, was the head of the project.

"Consortium Benchmarking" for technology management

Around 300 managers from the technology management divisions of selected European companies took part in the detailed IPT survey – two thirds were from Germany and a third from other European countries. The questionnaire included questions about technology scanning and monitoring, technology assessment, selection and development, and also the organisation of technology management, the associated processes and the areas of intellectual property and knowledge management.

The Consortium selected the top five companies on the basis of anonymous case studies which were presented.

Concluding conference with presentations by the top five

As part of a concluding conference on 16 June in Düsseldorf, Professor Günther Schuh will present the results in relation to trends and success factors in technology management which the Consortium partners were able to define during the project. The winning companies will then present the successful implementation of their technology management. After the presentation of the awards to the companies, there will be a platform discussion and press conference.

Event information

16 June 2005, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Wöllhaf Conference and Banqueting Centre,

Düsseldorf Airport 

Representing the BMW Group: 
Dr. Wolfgang Burger

Head of Innovation Management and Component Control

If you have any questions, please contact:

Corporate Communications

Michaela Müller, Technology Communication, Research and Innovation
Telephone: +49 (0) 89 382 25358, fax: +49 (0) 89 382 23927

Michael Blabst, Technology Communication
Telephone: +49 (0) 89 382 24697, fax: +49 (0) 89 382 23927
Internet: www.press.bmwgroup.com

e-mail: presse@bmw.de
For questions concerning the event, please contact directly: 
Fraunhofer-Institut für Produktionstechnologie IPT

Susanne Krause

Tel.: +49 (0) 241/ 8904-180

E-Mail: susanne.krause@ipt.fraunhofer.de

[image: image2.png]



PAGE  
[image: image1.png]




[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]