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1.
Becoming an Expert Step-by-Step:  The BMW Group Driving Experience.

Modern cars are becoming better and better all the time – and so are mo​dern drivers. Each year, more than 18,000 drivers and motorcycle riders take part 
in BMW Group Driving and Safety Training. And they all have one objective: 
To handle their BMW, MINI, or BMW motorcycle even more safely and in superior style. 

The BMW Group is the ideal partner in this mission: As a company dedi​cated by tradition to the construction of innovative and technically demanding 
cars and motorcycles, the BMW Group offers its customers the option to optimise their know-how and skills in truly professional style. 

Specially trained instructors, target group-oriented training programmes, 
and highly developed logistics set the foundation for combining sheer driving – or riding – pleasure with maximum safety all round. For in BMW Group Driving and Safety Training, both the beginner and the “old hand” learn to master 
their car or motorcycle safely and in supreme style in everyday traffic. In both theoretical and practical sessions, they learn all about the tech​nical functions of their vehicle, its dynamic properties, as well as driving physics leading 
all the way up to its extreme limits. So that ultimately parti​cipants acquire the ability to recognise and avoid hazardous situations in road traffic in good time.

More knowledge, more skill, more fun.

Enjoying a BMW, a MINI, or a BMW motorcycle has always been far more 
than just moving from A to B. Indeed, with the products of these outstanding brands exuding a truly outstanding thrill, BMW and MINI customers have 
par​ticular demands. They wish to consciously and skilfully use and enjoy the benefits and options offered by their car or motorcycle. Hence, BMW Group Driving and Safety Training provides all the prerequisites for this purpose, 
with each training unit serving to offer the participant detailed knowledge of his or her vehicle, the ability to join in road traffic in style, safely, and in accordance with traffic conditions, at the same time offering an enhanced standard of driving or riding pleasure: more knowledge, more skill, more fun. 

Each training unit encompasses theoretical instruction providing detailed knowledge of technical highlights and driving physics. Why does a front-wheel-drive car behave differently in dynamic situations than a car with standard drive, that is with its engine at the front and drive wheels at the rear? How can the driver capitalise on the beneficial functions of DSC Dynamic Stability Control in various driving situations? How does a skilful shift of weight on a motorcycle influence the rider’s position in a bend or the ability of his machine to safely climb a steep gradient?

Questions like these are first discussed in theory, and then the answers 
are confirmed in practical tests on special tracks provided specifically for this purpose. In their practical training, participants focus above all on typical situations in everyday traffic, learning all about safety and superior beha​viour when applying the brakes all-out and in steering manoeuvres. They also 
learn how to anticipate situations on the road and how to respond quickly and appropriately to surprising situations and challenges.

Conscious, alert and safe motoring starts with the ideal position on the driver’s or rider’s seat – the ideal position at the wheel or handlebar. A further essential point is for every motorist and motorcycle rider to be fully aware not only 
of the specific features and qualities of his vehicle, but also his own personal skills. Proper perception of traffic conditions, an exact feeling of speed, the ability to take panic seconds and one’s personal re​flexes into account – all this is considered initially in theoretical exercises. And being highly meaningful 
in allowing the individual to recognise his own skills and abilities, such exercises set the foundation for a conscious rela​tionship with the vehicle leading to extra safety and, consequently, driving pleasure in practice.

Innovations in safety technology, interacting with new achievements in 
driv​ing dynamics, make motoring today an even smoother and more effortless experience than ever before. But it is only by understanding the function 
of modern brake, steering, and suspension control systems that the driver or rider is really able to use the potentials of this technology in full. And this 
is precisely why BMW Group Driving and Safety Training is very valuable and advantageous particularly for safe motoring in or on a highly advanced and modern car or motorcycle.

Training starts where the driving school ends.

The training programmes are conceived specifically for the respective 
brand and target group. Both BMW Driver Training and BMW Motorcycle Rider Train​ing offer exercise and training units tailored directly to the needs and knowledge of the beginner, the training courses therefore starting where the driving school ends.

Naturally, BMW Group Driving and Safety Training also addresses the 
ad​vanced driver or rider as well as the sporting, ambitious “old hand” wishing to enhance their skills on the race track or on snow and ice. BMW Motorrad Rider Training, in turn, also distinguishes between road and offroad training courses, offering the participant the opportunity to learn race-like handling 
on a track or the ability to climb steep gradients on the most difficult terrain. 
So BMW Motorrad Rider Training really offers the best of both worlds. 

The consistent structure and layout of training units is an elementary feature 
of all BMW Group Driving and Safety Training activities. Proceeding from 
Com​pact and Advanced Training for BMW drivers and BMW motorcycle riders, as well as the Starter Pack in MINI Driver Training, growing standards are subsequently applied in the ensuing training units. This gives the parti​cipant the opportunity to complete a multi-stage training programme ranging from the ability to safely master everyday situations all the way to the skill 
to handle even the most sporting challenge on four and two wheels. 
This en​ables the beginner to move up step-by-step in BMW Group Driving and Safe​ty Training, ultimately acquiring the highest level of superior skill.

More than 120 qualified instructors passing on their experience.

Participants are supported and accompanied in all training units by 
profes​sional instructors. In all, more than 120 qualified instructors are available in order to pass on their knowledge, their skill and their experience to 
partici​pants. The team is made up of experienced BMW Group specialists, among them engineers, car and motorcycle developers, as well as routined test driv​ers. They have all completed thorough training for their work as instruc​tors, enabling them to combine their know-how in technical matters with appropriate teaching skills. Regular training and strict examinations ensure that all BMW Group instructors are able to offer participants the latest 
know-how and teaching skills for optimum success in their courses. And with train​ing units being kept within small groups, the instructor is able to focus 
on the individual strengths and needs of each participant.

Today instructors from all over the world use these options for initial and further training in order to enhance their own skills. Indeed, the high stand​ards set by the BMW Group both in the training programmes themselves and 
in terms of instructor qualifications are applied and consistently followed the world over.

The ideal place for extra safety: the BMW Group Driver 
Training Center.

Substantial demands are also made of BMW’s training facilities. Accordingly, selected training areas throughout Germany are used for Compact and 
Ad​vanced Training for both BMW drivers and motorcycle riders, and also in MINI Driver Training. International Formula 1 race tracks as well as training areas in Austria and Sweden, in turn, provide the ideal setting for circuit and winter training. The perfect place for intensive learning right from the start 
is the BMW Driver Training Center on the premises of Munich Airport where, 
in a training area covering some 63,000 square metres or 15.6 acres, instruc​tors and participants are able to practise all kinds of traffic situations very 
sim​ilar to everyday driving and riding conditions. Large safety zones and wide, open areas provide the option to practise even extreme driving situ​ations without a risk.

The BMW Group Driver Training Center naturally also offers the most 
ad​vanced infrastructure and technical equipment including underground 
irri​gation by means of 114 sprinklers and a water reconditioning plant. 
An offroad track for training with BMW’s SAV models as well as enduro 
motor​cycles is also available in the eastern part of the training premises.

The cars and motorcycles used by participants to try out and enhance their skills are provided by the BMW Group. Depending on the character and 
na​ture of the respective training unit, various models are used, in all cases be​ing carefully serviced and specially configured for training requirements.

The thrill of BMW Group Driving and Safety Training has already made 
a great name for itself far beyond the large family of BMW and MINI drivers as well as BMW motorcycle riders. BMW Motorcycle Rider Training also 
offers participants in some courses the option to use their own machines, with motorcycles of various brands being quite common, for example, 
in BMW Motorcycle Circuit Training. And even then, of course, the quality of instruc​tion and training remains on the consistently high BMW level.

Responsible for safety in road traffic.

Quite intentionally, BMW Group Driving and Safety Training addresses not 
just customers of the BMW, MINI, and BMW Motorrad brands. On the 
con​trary, it is only natural for a company such as BMW to demonstrate its superior competence in the area of driving safety to as many drivers and motorcycle riders as possible, thus spreading the know-how the BMW Group is able to offer. Precisely this is why the BMW Group assumes a very 
high standard of responsibility in the further training of beginners. The train​ing sessions especially conceived for this target group are initiated and or​ganised throughout Germany in cooperation with regional newspapers and are offered to young drivers between 18 and 25 years of age at special rates and prices.

A long tradition – experience in driver training ever since 1977.

The concept and quality of BMW Group Driving and Safety Training are 
the result of an exceptionally long tradition: As early as in 1977, BMW became 
one of the first companies in the car industry to present and promote the concept of safety and sheer driving pleasure in an appropriate series of training courses. This was indeed the beginning of a story of success char​acterised 
to this day by the ongoing enhancement of training contents and growing individualisation catering to the participants’ personal demands. 
Today, therefore, BMW offers more than 1,000 training sessions each year in Germany alone. And as before, the training programme is regularly up​dated and enhanced by the addition of new offers.

Coordination and organisation of BMW Group Driving and Safety Training as well as the initial and further training of instructors lies in the hands of 
BMW M GmbH. Indeed, this Development, Production and Service Com​pany with its clear orientation to outstanding performance has always sought to 
fulfil the wishes of the demanding customer who regards driving a car or riding a motorcycle as far more than just simply an expression of mobility alone. 
And through the particular qualities of BMW M Cars, the exclusivity of 
BMW Individual, and BMW Group Driving and Safety Training, BMW M GmbH fulfils these wishes in truly professional style. So this is why the mo​torist and motorcycle rider demanding the utmost not only of his or her vehicle, but also of him- or herself, will find the perfect partner in the guise of BMW M GmbH. 

2.
The Training Programme:
2.1
BMW Driver Training.

Throughout Germany and in an increasing number of other countries the 
world over, BMW Driver Training offers the demanding motorist the option to enhance and even perfect his or her skill at the wheel. So regardless 
of whether participants go through Compact Training as a beginner or Circuit Training as a sporting, ambitious and experienced “old hand”, they will 
enjoy success in two important ways: First, they will acquire greater safety in handl​ing their vehicle; second, they will be able to enjoy an even more 
in​tense and conscious experience of sheer driving pleasure. A further point is that BMW Driver Training is further enhanced by attractive journeys to the 
most beautiful places and race tracks in the world.

Under the guidance of experienced and qualified instructors, participants 
learn to safely master their car or motorcycle in all kinds of situations, en​suring 
that they act and react properly in everyday traffic. Completing various exercises, they acquire precisely the right kind of feeling for their vehicle, 
en​ab​ling them to drive or ride in superior style on the road. Hence, participants benefit for a long time to come from the knowledge and skills they have 
ac​quired in Compact or Advanced Training on one single day – and quite often the experience of having enhanced their driving and riding skills prompts 
par​ticipants to strive for even more.

Clearly, BMW Driver Training is able to fulfil this wish with a high professional standard, Advanced, Intensive and Perfection Training guiding the participant to the highest level of mastery, if he wishes all the way to the ideal line on a race track.

The first half-day course: Compact Training.

Completing the half-day Compact Training session, participants learn to drive safely and in superior style right from the start. With the training units offered – just like all other training sessions – being completed by partici​pants in 
small groups, the instructors are able to focus individually on each participant’s individual strengths and weaknesses, simulating potentially dangerous situations at low speeds and practising the right response. Enter​ing the course, participants receive theoretical instruction in automotive technology, learn the basics of driving physics, make themselves acquainted with 
their ideal position at the wheel, and learn how both the weight of the car and choice of tyres influence the car’s behaviour on the road.

Driving exercises on the skid pad enable participants to acquire the right feeling for situations in which the car tends to over- or understeer. 
And a particularly interesting, eye-opening exercise is to drive the car with DSC Dynamic Stability Control switched on and off.

Cooperating with various newspapers and media, BMW offers this training throughout Germany especially for young drivers between 18 and 25 years of age, granting beginners special terms and conditions 50 per cent below the normal price. This shows young drivers in particular what safe and re​sponsible motoring means in practice, and how much it has to offer.  

A training unit starting where the driving school ends. 

While everybody learns the lessons for acquiring his or her driver’s licence 
in public traffic, BMW Driver Training offers the opportunity to try out and master the skills required for demanding driving manoeuvres in the pro​tected areas of a wide, open-space exercise track.

Setting the foundation for dynamic manoeuvres: 
Advanced Driver Training.

BMW Advanced Driver Training likewise focuses on the ability to master everyday motoring hazards encountered on the road. Brake and evasion exercises at the usual speed in city traffic, for example, are supplemented by dynamic steering and driving exercises in bends. In specific braking 
man​oeu​vres, in turn, the participant learns to exactly “dose” the brakes, while deliberately induced under- or oversteer exercises offer the skills for driving 
to the extreme even in the fastest bend.

This one-day course follows the Compact Training Session, focusing on how to handle the car safely in city traffic. Like in Compact Training, small groups of no more than ten participants guarantee individual success for participants driving a BMW 330i. The training unit is finally rounded off by a timed slalom exercise.

Advanced Training is offered at special terms and conditions especially for young drivers who have completed Compact Training and now wish to 
enjoy the dynamic qualities of a BMW 130i. Experienced participants also have the opportunity to enjoy special training on a race track at the wheel 
of a BMW M3. 

The BMW Driver Training Center at Munich Airport is a perfect exercise and test area for Compact and Advanced Training. In this area covering more 
than 63,000 square metres or 15.6 acres, participants are able to simulate various road surface and traffic conditions in order to practice the right re​sponse in each case and the skill to handle their car safely under all con​ditions.

Over and above this Driver Training Center, approximately a dozen addi​tional training areas are available throughout the whole of Germany, all of them with a special, dedicated test track with large escape zones enabling the participant 
to slowly but surely approach the limits to driving physics without the slightest risk.

Setting out on the race track: BMW Intensive Training.

Participating in BMW Advanced Training, the enthusiast can be sure to 
handle even unexpected situations in everyday traffic in style and superiority. 
But still, many participants wish to further intensify their driving or riding 
ex​pe​rience and acquire even greater knowledge. And precisely this superior standard is offered by BMW Intensive Training on selected race tracks, 
par​ticipants slowly but surely making their way up to higher speeds over a 
pe​riod of two days at the wheel of a BMW 330i. Here, the enthusiast enjoys even more intense training, coordinating the flow of movement and learning 
to look ahead at the wheel. Other highlights are proper application of the brakes in a bend and the ability to find the ideal line at all times.

The principle also applied in Intensive Training is that the participant should start out at lower speeds in order to practice his ability to take bends with the right kind of feeling and control. Even at a speed of “just” 100 km/h or 60 mph, participants see how important – and how difficult – it may be to find the perfect time for steering into a bend and maintaining exactly the right ra​dius. 
In the process participants enjoying Intensive Training make progress bend-
by-bend, from one phase to another. And they will enjoy growing driv​ing pleasure as they increase their speed. Finally, guided by a pace car, par​ticipants seek to cover the entire circuit not necessarily at the highest possible speed, but rather with maximum precision on the ideal line.

Focusing on the ideal line: BMW Perfection Training.

The ideal line sets the standard for ultimate driving skill also in BMW’s 
two-day Perfection Training, participants driving dynamic BMW cars and further refining the manoeuvres they have already practised in Intensive Training. A further highlight is to practice the skill of power drifting on the skid pad and to learn all about extreme braking and evasion manoeuvres. 
Seeking to teach the participant the absolute skill of handling his or her vehicle, Perfection Training is offered on Nürburgring and Hockenheimring and on other Euro​pean Formula 1 race tracks. And like in all multi-day training sessions, BMW also takes care of the participants’ accommodation, food and drinks.

For the motorsport enthusiast: the Thrill of the Race Track.

Perfection Training turns the sporting and ambitious motorist into a superior, skilful expert at the wheel. With the lessons learnt in Perfection Training 
be​ing a really impressive experience, the truly ambitious participant now has the opportunity to move up to the highest level of BMW Driver Training: 
The Thrill of the Race Track training course gives appropriately experienced par​ticipants the skill to independently find the ideal line through all kinds 
of bends, keeping exactly on course even after a number of fast laps. Practice on the track enables each and every participant to optimise his or her 
per​sonal skills. So even in the “warming-up” phase, participants try their hand all the way to the extreme limits of driving dynamics, then setting out on the race track itself.

This course is also held at international Formula 1 race circuits, 
requiring par​ticipants to wear a helmet and enabling them to learn from instructors experienced in motorsport, among them active racing drivers.

These courses lift the superior driver to the status of a genuine motorsport specialist once and for all, preparing him for an even more exclusive 
expe​rience: Two-day track training on the Nordschleife, the Northern Circuit of Nürburgring, allowing each participant not only to learn all about this 
legend​ary circuit, but also about the skill of finding the ideal line at all times. 

“Taxi-riding” with 507 horsepower: experiencing the Nordschleife 
in a BMW M5.

BMW’s “Nürburgring Taxi” will also be out on the world’s most demanding 
race track in 2006. Riding next to routined racing drivers, passengers 
expe​rience how dynamically a 507-hp BMW M5 is able to lap the circuit on its ideal line. The “Nürburgring Taxi” is driven, inter alia, by ex-Formula 1 pro​fessional Hans-Joachim Stuck, the Long-Distance Champion on Nürburg​ring, Claudia Hürtgen, and European FIA Hill-Climb Champion Jörg Weid​inger.

Versatility all the way: Driver Training in the BMW X5.
BMW Driver Training also enables the enthusiast to optimise his or her skills at the wheel off the beaten track. And the BMW X5 is of course the ideal ve​hicle for trying out and learning all about the most demanding terrain, distin​guishing between Allroad and Offroad Training in BMW’s highly successful Sports Activity Vehicle. Allroad Training prepares the participant for driving manoeuvres on varying surfaces and track conditions, the first half-day of training at 
BMW’s Driver Training Center at Munich Airport being followed by an ongoing training session at the Offroad Park in Ingolstadt north of Munich. Here, 
coping with various challenges at the wheel, participants learn all about the BMW xDrive all-wheel-drive system, getting to really appreciate this superior technology.

Offroad training presents new challenges to man and machine alike, 
par​tici​pants being required to master demanding terrain and track conditions at the wheel of a BMW X5. They learn the basic rules of traction in theory and prac​tice, make themselves acquainted with all kinds of issues revolving around ground clearance, the steering angle and other factors essential in offroad driving. The courses are held at the Langenaltheim Offroad Park in Germany. 

Superior safety on ice and snow: Winter Training.

Ice and snow are a particular challenge year in and year out for every mo​torist. But the enthusiast acquiring the necessary experience in Winter Train​ing 
is able to brave the cold season without the usual problems. Held in the beautiful Alpine scenery of Sölden in the Austrian Ötztal Valley, winter train​ing offers participants an ideal opportunity to adjust perfectly to the require​ments of driving in winter. Instructors well-versed in driving on snowbound roads demonstrate various brake and steering techniques serving to make motoring safer on winter roads. At the wheel of a BMW 330i provided by BMW, 
the participant learns for two days to keep on track even where traction becomes difficult or to specifically guide the vehicle in the right direction even when sliding. The course also demonstrates how the driver is able 
to anticipate dangerous situations, thus avoiding risks before they even arise.

This winter experience is finally rounded off by further test drives 
demon​strating the driving behaviour of cars of various sizes. These include BMW 5 and 3 Series equipped with BMW’s xDrive all-wheel-drive 
system as well as the BMW X5 and BMW X3 Sports Activity Vehicles.

Driving on snow and ice during BMW’s Winter Training sessions in Sweden is an even more intense experience, enabling the truly ambitious winter driv​er 
to learn the most extreme driving manoeuvres. Here BMW offers a two-stage training programme under ideal conditions, Winter Training in southern Sweden, like the training sessions in Austria, teaching participants to drive safely on bad roads and in difficult conditions. 

Winter Training Perfection also enables the sporting and active enthusiast to make himself acquainted with the pleasant sides of a slippery track: 
Driving in free open spaces such as an iced-over lake, participants are able to com​plete all kinds of controlled power slide scenarios, drifting in a controlled pro​cess or practising an 180° turn. The cars provided for this exercise are 
BMW M models.

Enjoying the BMW X5 all the way to the horizon: 
the Namibia Tour Experience.

Participants enjoying an eight-day tour of Namibia will experience very different conditions and thrills on their way: Driving a BMW X5, they will follow gravel 
and sand tracks in the Namib Desert and the Erongo Moun​tains. And apart from learning how to drive safely in such extreme terrain, the enthusiasts enjoying this experience will also learn how to navigate with the help of 
a roadbook and GPS.  

Driving with optimum efficiency: BMW Economy Training.

Participating in BMW Economy Training pays off in every respect, combining practical benefits with an equally interesting driving experience. As the 
name indicates, Economy Training serves to practice motoring with optimum fuel economy, participants enjoying this experience at the wheel of a 
BMW Z4 Roadster.

Superior safety all the way: BMW Security Training.

The unique competence the BMW Group has acquired in enhancing its 
cus​tomers’ driving skills and abilities serves to build up confidence also among drivers responsible for security themselves. Drivers of security vehicles are therefore able to undergo special training in three steps at BMW, 
BMW Se​curity Training enabling them to handle both armoured and “regular” cars with even greater supremacy, mastering all kinds of difficult situations with skill and superiority, and getting their passengers to their destination safe and sound.

In Security Training the issue of security is considered from many different angles. Both professionals in the security business and private drivers of security vehicles learn how to handle their car with maximum skill even when driving to the extreme. A further highlight considered in the course is how 
to effectively fend off criminal attacks in road traffic. Advanced Training serves to provide basic knowledge on driving dynamics and the ability to safely handle the challenges and demands of everyday motoring. 

Intensive Training for the Security Driver then goes a step further, 
com​pris​ing demanding manoeuvres at high speeds such as a double lane change or an escape turning manoeuvre to quickly leave a danger area.

Further challenges also considered are the particular demands of motoring 
by night, driving in a convoy and on rough tracks. A special vehicle provided for practice in these exercises is the BMW X5 Security Car.

Moving up to the highest level of Exclusive Training, participants are able 
to further intensify and refine the skills and abilities they have already acquired. In this case the additional exercises include tactical turning manoeuvres with various vehicles and driving slalom in reverse gear.

BMW Security Training is offered worldwide at various locations, the venue in Germany being the Gross Dölln Driving Center north-east of Berlin. 
The vehicles provided for practical training are the BMW 3 Series, the High Se​curity BMW 7 Series, as well as the Security BMW X5. 

In addition to the usual skills required for BMW Driver Training, the instruc​tors also have years of routine in handling security vehicles. The clients opt​ing 
for these training courses include not only major companies, but also diplomatic services the world over. Indeed, the Security Driving Programme offered by the BMW Group is appreciated to such an extent that various countries register their entire ambassadorial staff for these training courses.

For an overview of all Driver Training options and events, as well as prices 
and dates, please see the internet at www.bmw.de/fahrertraining

2.2
MINI Driver Training.

Through its fascinating handling alone, the MINI is always a genuine 
expe​ri​ence to drive. And the motorist able to handle his or her MINI in safe and su​perior style at all times and in every conceivable situation, will enjoy this fun in perfection. 

MINI Driver Training offers the ideal ingredients for this superiority, 
partici​pants benefiting from the knowledge of experienced instructors and 
a highly informative as well as entertaining range of exercises. 

MINI Driver Training also follows a modular concept: The Starter Pack teach​es the beginner to understand and command the technical features and handling of his or her MINI. The Power Pack then goes a step further, teach​ing the participant how to drive the MINI Cooper S safely and at high speeds on the race track. The final – recently added – highlight in the programme is 
Licence Training conceived for superior safety and giving participants the skills for acquiring a national A-Licence qualifying them to participate in the 
MINI Challenge.

Driving a MINI means having a particularly close relationship with your car. 
And MINI Driver Training offers the opportunity to intensify this relationship. Knowing about the technical features of their car, the physical rules of 
motor​ing, and their own skills, participants are supported in the proper use and handling of their vehicle, subsequently acquiring the practical knowledge 
for safe and superior motoring in a wide range of driving exercises including the simulation of authentic situations in everyday traffic practised in a training area reserved exclusively for the MINI session.
Mastering his car in such superior style, the MINI driver will not only enjoy even greater fun at the wheel, but will also make an active contribution to enhanced safety on the road.

The instructors in MINI Driver Training are highly skilled drivers with a wide range of qualifications. With years of experience as engineers or test drivers, they have not only gained lots of experience with MINI, but have also com​pleted the demanding BMW Group training programme for instructors. Being very well acquainted with the MINI world as an additional sign of their abili​ties, these instructors and their entire team are able to provide a unique am​bience in MINI Driver Training, combining professional, safety-oriented train​ing features and that typical MINI feeling to ensure a lasting learning expe​rience.

“Train Your Brain” – theoretical learning the fun way.

All training courses start with a theoretical lesson under the motto 
“Train Your Brain”. This very helpful introductory course gives the participant a much better appreciation of speed and driving physics, conveys basic 
knowl​edge of automotive technology and the specific features of engines, the sus​pension and the bodyshell so crucial to the driving behaviour of the 
MINI. A further highlight is finding one’s correct seating position and optimum posture at the wheel.

Benefiting from all this knowledge, participants learn how man and machine communicate with one another. And the theoretical insight provided in 
this way is by no means dull and dry, but rather serves as an entertaining and in​teresting foundation for the upcoming practical lessons. Quite simply 
be​cause knowing about the qualities and features of the car as well as the skills of the driver sets the foundation for safe and fun motoring also in the MINI.

Driving to the limit without running undue risks: 
the MINI Driver Training Starter Pack.

What is already impressive in theory, is truly thrilling in practice. And to 
ex​perience this thrill, the participant is able to enjoy the MINI Cooper S for 
va​rious exercises on the track. Experiencing braking and evasion manoeuvres as well as a rapid lane change at typical city speeds, the participant enjoying the MINI Driver Training Starter Pack is able to test his – or her – reactions, thus progressing set-by-step to the physical limits of motoring. The purpose 
of this exercise, quite simply, is that the motorist who has learnt to handle such extreme challenges in training will also be able to respond in superior style should the worst ever come to the worst in the “real world”. 

Precisely this superiority is what MINI Driver Training has to offer: Emergen​cy Braking, Understeer Manoeuvre, Agent Turn – completing these exer​cises, every participant can be sure to have his MINI under control at all times. 
A further focus is on anticipating challenges and risks possibly loom​ing up ahead, the driver able to recognise a potentially dangerous situation in 
good time showing a much better and more superior response. So here again, the focus in acquiring new skills is quite simply to “keep cool” and drive in superior style.

The final highlight of the one-day Starter Pack is the MINI Contest, a slalom competition not only calling for sheer speed, but also the right feeling – 
a good feeling of how smoothly and on what line the MINI is able to make its way fastest and most elegantly through the slalom cones.

The MINI Driver Training Starter Pack is now offered throughout Germany. Apart from courses at the BMW Group Driver Training Center on the pre​mises of Munich Airport, sessions are also offered at Hockenheimring, in Gross Dölln north-east of Berlin, in Lüneburg, Kassel, Leipzig, Gründautal and Grevenbroich near Frankfurt. All of these venues offer fully-fledged tracks with various kinds of road surfaces, irrigation systems and generous escape areas.

Superior safety on the ideal line: the MINI Driver Training Power Pack.

It virtually goes without saying that all participants in MINI Driver Training wish to go for even more, enjoying an even more thrilling experience. And precisely this is why the BMW Group offers the MINI Driver Training Power Pack. 
While completing the exercises in this course at an even higher speed, the objective remains the same: to handle your car safely and in superior style.

The MINI Driver Training Power Pack also starts with theoretical instruction. Then participants acquire practical knowledge in the MINI Cooper S, 
with some models even featuring the John Cooper Works Tuning Kit. Changing lanes in an emergency, applying the brakes all-out, and completing all kinds of evasion manoeuvres, participants make themselves acquainted with the particular response and handling of the MINI on the race track. 
The challen​ges they are required to master also at higher speeds, therefore, are the S Curve, Brake and Swerve, as well as the Double Lane Change. 
And to com​plete this particularly demanding training session, participants finally follow a pace car on the ideal line.

The exercises conducted in this case are based on the skills the participants have already acquired in the MINI Driver Training Starter Pack. The level 
of driving dynamics, on the other hand, is now higher than before. But despite the significant fun factor, what really counts at the end of the day is to 
learn the right moves for enhanced driving pleasure in a disciplined process 
of ac​quiring genuine perfection.

Renowned race tracks serve as the locations for the MINI Driver Training Power Pack, with perfect training conditions during the season from April to 
October on Hockenheimring not far from Frankfurt, at Nürburgring, and on Salzburg Ring in Austria.

Ready for racing: the MINI Racing Licence.

The true enthusiast really enjoying the experience of driving on a fast track will probably also be a good candidate for Licence Training. So as the latest innovation in the range of courses available, MINI Driver Training enables the experienced driver to acquire the skills for a Motorsport Licence, the 
na​tional A-Licence of the German Motor Sport Bund e.V. In this case qualified 

instructors make participants acquainted with the particular challenges of 
driv​ing under racing conditions, focusing, inter alia, on automotive technol​ogy and racing tactics and conducting practical sessions enabling the driver to perfect his personal style of driving and slowly work his way up to the ideal line on a previously unknown track.

Holding this licence made out by the German National Motorsport Authority, participants have the qualification to enter the MINI Challenge, a Clubsport 
Se​ries launched in 2004 to give MINI its most sporting and dynamic proof of excellence, in most cases racing in front of a large number of spectators. 
With races being conducted in the MINI Cooper S technically identical in all cases, the driver’s skills count all the more in this struggle for success.
The philosophy: More Safety. More Fun.

Offering MINI Driver Training since 2003, the BMW Group seeks to provide 
its high standard of skill and competence in the area of driving safety to 
a new and large group of customers. This gives aficionados of the MINI brand the opportunity to enhance their personal driving skills in professional style, honing their awareness for safe behaviour in road traffic. 

It almost goes without saying with MINI that the focus is also on fun, a pledge borne out clearly not only by the brand as such, but also by the train​ing philosophy: “More Safety. More Fun.” One of the particularly popular lessons, not surprisingly in this case, is the 180o turn while driving the car in reverse – 
a wonderful example of how an extreme situation will demand the utmost 
of the driver’s orientation and power of coordination. Clearly, only the skilled driver is able to complete this test in truly superior style, having to ex​actly coordinate the position of the accelerator and steering wheel in order to turn a possibly hectic swerve into a truly pleasurable driving manoeuvre.

The mastermind behind MINI Driver Training is Rauno Aaltonen, 
the “Rally Professor” from Finland. The winner of the Monte Carlo Rally in a Mini Coop​er in 1967, Aaltonen is the man who has developed and put 
together the two-stage training programme. Indeed, he was also one of the founding fathers of BMW Driver Training back in 1977, he has accompanied 
the complete development of the training concept, and to this day he still 
pro​vides valuable input for the instructors in their work.

The instructors themselves, finally, are just as enthusiastic, conscientious and passionate in passing on their practical know-how too, with the objective 
to teach participants the skill to “read” and understand every road and every challenge they may encounter.

For the detailed schedule and programme of MINI Driver Training 
and further information on dates and locations, please see the internet at www.MINI.de/drivertraining

2.3
BMW Motorcycle Rider Training.

BMW Motorcycle Rider Training is the perfect experience for both the young beginner and the more mature motorist now trying out a motorcycle for the first time as well as the routined motorcycle aficionado moving up to even greater safety and more fun in everyday traffic. So regardless of whether they wish to perfect their ability to properly lean into a bend or master par​tic​ularly steep offroad passages, participants in these training programmes tail​ored to their personal skills and interests are able to prepare for every chal​lenge. 

Experienced instructors thrilled by motorcycling themselves show partici​pants what it means to ride their motorcycle in perfect style, achieving an 
even higher standard of safety, supremacy, and greater riding pleasure.

Training is offered on both asphalt tracks and in offroad terrain, catering 
for both the motorcycle novice and the experienced rider wishing to 
set out on a race track or on tough terrain on the saddle of the BMW HP2.

Two further highlights are an Enduro Riding Course exclusively for women 
as well as Trial Training for Young Riders very successfully serving to pro​mote the skills of beginners setting out on two wheels.

Like the training programmes for motorists, BMW Motorcycle Rider training 
is also split up into several steps: Immediately after acquiring their 
Driving Li​cen​ce, beginners on two wheels are able to learn the skills and superiority re​quired for everyday traffic in a Compact Training session. Advanced Train​ing then teaches them the right feeling for their machine and the right way to sense and assess specific situations on the road. 

Enjoying this experience at the BMW Group’s Driver Training Center on the premises of Munich Airport, fans of both street machines and enduro 
motor​cycles learn together what it means to detect hazards in good time and handle such challenges with the right skills. 

The enthusiast wishing to really perfect his or her riding abilities after these courses, then has the choice of either Circuit or Enduro Training. And last 
but not least there are also special training sessions as well as encounter tours for very special demands, presenting both rider and machine with genuine challenges of a high standard.

Making a safe entry: Compact Training.

Overcoming frontiers, entering new terrain – that is what BMW motorcycles 
are all about. Both on the road and in the enduro segment, BMW motor​cy​cles thus meet the greatest and most challenging demands. 

To enjoy perfect pleasure on two wheels, the rider must however be able 
to master his machine safely and in routined style at all times – and preferably right from the start. Precisely this is why BMW offers Compact Training for young riders and beginners, BMW Motorcycle Rider Training thus continuing where regular driving schools come to an end. Riding on special tracks closed to the public, participants are able to simulate potentially dangerous situations under safe conditions. Conducting brake exercises varying in in​ten​sity 
and at different speeds, completing evasion manoeuvres and taking the right approach into bends varying in radius. Participants are able to opti​mise 
their riding skills.

Half-day Compact Training is offered at special terms and conditions to young riders between 18 and 25, using either their own machine or a motor​cycle made available by BMW. 

All clear for dynamic riding: Advanced Training.

The focus in Advanced Training is also on safely handling the challenges of everyday traffic. Hence, participants practise the superior command of 
their motorcycle in slalom exercises and by training their techniques in taking bends. This makes sudden dangers looming up on the road ahead 
much easier to handle and gives new appeal to the joy of dynamic riding. 

Like Compact Training, Advanced Training is also organised in small 
groups of six participants each. These groups are formed in accordance with the par​ticipant’s individual demands and skills, allowing the instructors 
to cater specifically for the personal strengths and interest of each individual partici​pant.

Beginners who have completed their Compact Training are able to book 
Ad​vanced Training at a special rate – and they have the opportunity to enter the Advanced Training course with their own bike. Naturally, beginners 
who have just taken their riding licence also have the choice of low-powered models among the various machines offered for training purposes by BMW.

Bringing together man and machine: Circuit Training.

To really try out and experience all the options his motorcycle has to offer, the genuine enthusiast must first optimise his own skills. And BMW Motor​cycle Circuit Training offers exactly the right opportunity to do so: Riding on closed race tracks, participants are able to recognise their personal strengths and weaknesses, and carefully enhance their riding skills. The focus in the process is not only on speed, but also on safely commanding the motorcycle, which is why the instructors concentrate on jointly experi​encing the ideal line in every bend. They also look at varying steering and braking techniques, teach riders how to lean safely and smoothly into a bend, and prepare them for emergency manoeuvres. For where man and machine come together, fast lap times are 
an almost inevitable result.

Participants ride on race tracks reserved exclusively for their own use and in small groups of no more than eight riders. The locations proposed are 
Hock​en​heimring in Germany, Salzburg Ring in Austria, and again the famous Nordschleife or Northern Circuit of Nürburgring. In these training sessions 
all riders use their own bikes and have the opportunity to test-ride some of the latest models provided by BMW Motorrad. Reflecting the open-minded 
atti​tude of BMW Rider Training, riders of other makes are also welcome to join in BMW Motorcycle Circuit Training.

Ideal for every terrain: BMW Enduro Training.

BMW Enduro Training is conceived for both the beginner and advanced 
rider. Depending on their personal interests and individual skills, participants 
are able to enhance their abilities on gravel, when riding in mud, and on 
de​manding mountain passes in courses lasting between one and five days. Offering varying degrees of difficulty, the training areas are simply ideal 
for every offroad fan. So whether it is Enduro Park Hechlingen in the south of Germany, Gross Dölln near Berlin, or the Spanish test track in Aras Rural – 
the rider seeking a genuine challenge will certainly find what he – or she – is looking for in BMW Motorcycle Rider Training.

Like the other training concepts, Enduro Training also enables the participant to optimise his riding skills on a motorcycle provided by BMW, thus display​ing superior safety not only on rough terrain, but also in everyday traffic. 
Here again, therefore, the focus is on difficult challenges and looking ahead to anticipate possible risks, before setting out on demanding terrain and rough tracks. 

BMW Motorrad Enduro Park Hechlingen offers one-, two- or three-day courses for a maximum of eight participants. The Beginners’ Course is ideal for both newcomers and riders re-entering the motorcycle world, while 
the two- and three-day sessions involve more demanding manoeuvres such as setting off on a steep slope or riding through sand. The two-day course 
is also offered at the Gross Dölln Driving Center.

The five-day training session at the Aras Rural Training Center in Spain is conceived especially for the routined enduro rider. Here, in an area set aside especially for this purpose, the enduro enthusiast is able to experience all 
as​pects of rough riding on two wheels, enjoying truly demanding tracks and challenges. Guided by experienced instructors, participants ride through 
water crossings, mud passes, or sandbeds, with enough time afterwards to enjoy the local roads and gravel tracks in a countryside truly beautiful not 
only through the eyes of the rider.

Female action: special training activities for the female enduro rider.

With the number of female enduro enthusiasts constantly increasing, 
BMW is offering a special training unit exclusively for women for the first time in 2006. In its contents and features, this training session is the same as 
the other options and corresponds in its level of difficulty to the standard 
one-day basic course. These all-female groups are also trained 
at BMW Motorrad En​duro Park Hechlingen in the south of Germany.

For the up-and-comer: BMW Young Rider Trial Training.

The enthusiast seeking to master sporting challenges in professional style can simply not start too early. And this is precisely why BMW offers Young Rider Trail Training, special training sessions for children and young people between 10 and 17: Coming to the Hechlingen Enduro Park run by BMW Motorrad, young riders are able to gain their first experience on two wheels, developing the right feeling for safe riding long before their first “official” driving or riding lesson. BMW Young Rider Trial Training is simply ideal for training your sense of balance and cognitive skills, riding on various surfaces and practising difficult situations honing the young participants’ riding skills and appreciation of the motorcycle. Specially trained instructors ensure that the youngsters achieve genuine success in their theoretical and practical sessions – and then true joy of riding will come virtually by itself.

All trial training sessions for young people are offered for groups of four riders. Trial motorcycles are made available to participants and they may also be provided with the right motorcycle wear. The minimum height of participants is 1.30 metres or 4 feet 4 inches, minimum weight is 30 kilos or 66 lb.

For the advanced enthusiast: HP2 Enduro Training.                              Special Enduro Training demonstrates the particular potential of the 
BMW HP2. These training sessions are offered at no less than four locations: 
at BMW Motorrad Enduro Park Hechlingen, in Gross Dölln near Berlin, 
at the Erzberg Test Track in Austria, and in Aras Rural in Spain. In these courses lasting one to five days, participants practice truly sporting riding skills 
on de​manding terrain. Appropriate experience is therefore recommendable. The motorcycle themselves are provided by BMW. 

Up-up and away: BMW Enduro Tours.

The enthusiast wishing to really enjoy the skills he or she has acquired in BMW Motorcycle Enduro Training again has precisely the right option: 
BMW Enduro Tours take participants through beautiful regions demanding appro​priate skills of the rider. In particular, two tours through France and Hungary have become regular fixtures on the schedule. 

The Sea Alps Enduro Tour requires participants not only to safely master their machines, but also to keep a cool head without getting dizzy at high altitudes. For on this seven-day tour they will master gravel tracks and breathtaking passes up to an altitude of 3,000 metres or 9,850 feet. The wide-open spaces of the Hungarian puszta likewise demand a great deal of the enduro enthusiast, the six-day tour taking riders mainly along sand and field tracks through the untamed nature of a unique countryside. 

The highly varied programme of events and courses offered by 
BMW Motor​cycle Rider Training is the ideal supplement to the brand’s wide range of models, with BMW motorcycles standing out in particular 
through their per​formance, reliability, and demanding technology. Teaching the customer how to handle the motorcycle with superior style and professional safety is there​fore also one of BMW Motorrad’s clear commitments. 
The instructors seek to give riders all the skills they need for superiority on the saddle at all times.

Benefiting from the riding skills acquired in BMW Motorrad Rider Training, 
not only the beginner can learn everything he or she needs for safe riding in everyday traffic. For experienced bikers are also thrilled by the various 
cour​ses and training options allowing them to further enhance their superiority on two wheels and enjoy additional riding pleasure in the process.

The detailed schedule and programme of BMW Motorcycle Rider Training and Encounter Tours, as well as all dates and prices, is to be found in the internet 
at www.bmw-motorrad.de/de/de/facination/travelpoint/travelpoint_main.html

3.
Safety Entering the 30th Lap:
History of Driving and Safety Training since 1977.

Wasn’t it realistic to assume that each year there should be 800 participants enrolling in a very special “driving school”? This at least was the forecast 
made in 1976, shortly after the Board of Management of BMW had decided 
to establish this kind of driving activity.

Today more than 17,000 men and women attend the BMW Group’s Driver Training experience each year. Three decades lie between the modest 
be​ginnings and the highly professional training organisation in place today, 
or​ganising more than 1,000 events each year in Germany alone and 
success​ful​ly exporting the concept for greater safety and driving pleasure 
to nearly all regions the world over.

BMW M GmbH, which was responsible for these activities right from 
the start when inviting participants to the first course in 1977, was still called 
BMW Motorsport GmbH back then. The objective, in the words of the 
Com​pany, was to “promote the position and skills of the driver contributing through his performance to the overall system of man and machine”.

This claim remains valid to this very day, especially because cars and motorcycles are becoming increasingly powerful, the skills conveyed by “regular” driving schools not being sufficient to use even 50 per cent 
of the potential of a modern car, let alone all of its power and performance.

A man who for decades had already been able to use the potential of his car 100 per cent – and often even further – was appointed BMW’s first Chief 
In​structor on 13 January 1977: Rauno Aaltonen, well-known the world over as the “Rally Professor”, had already teamed up with the Sports Secretary 
of the Automobilclub von Deutschland (AvD), Börries von Breitenbuch, 
to es​tab​lish the foundation and ground rules for driver training. Born in 1938, the “Flying Finn”, as he is called to this very day, dedicated all his experience 
in rally racing to the training programme he sought to put together. 
And then the big day came in April 1977, with BMW holding its first driver training course. This made BMW one of the first car makers to offer 
customers the opportunity to enhance their driving skill and thus ensure 
even greater safe​ty in road traffic.

No more early morning sports, but the focus on safety remains.

From the very beginning, the main goal was to help participants master all kinds of challenges in everyday traffic. So recognising risks in good time 
and responding appropriately was an important objective right from the start. And like today, participants practised all kinds of brake and evasion exercises 
in learning how to handle their vehicle with superior safety.

The actual flow of training units has however changed significantly, with 
lec​tures on subjects such as “Stress at the Wheel”, tips for the right nutrition while driving or fitness training under the guidance of a specially qualified sports instructor including early morning runs through the woods now being 
a thing of the past. Instead, “Train Your Brain” is now the motto of the 
theo​retical lessons provided in MINI Driver Training. 

BMW Driver Training – an important highlight in many countries.

Prior to the first private drivers, members of the Munich Police Force were the first to benefit from BMW’s new Driver Training Course on the premises 
of Oberpfaffenhofen Airport in 1977, the first year of activities. This followed an initiative taken by Josef Bücherl, responsible at the time for professional 
driver training of police officers in Munich. With the modular concept of train​ing units becoming increasingly refined in the years to come, the team of instructors growing larger and larger, and with an increasing number of 
mo​torists showing interest in this new option, Bücherl remained in close touch with BMW Driver Training, which ultimately he took over himself in 1991.

Today Josef Bücherl is acknowledged as the driving force behind the ongo​ing professionalisation and globalisation of BMW Driver Training. Among other things, he is the man who ensured standard training concepts for BMW driving instructors, helping to ensure that BMW Driver Training is now offered in 
many countries outside of Germany: As early as in 2001, BMW Driver Training was available in no less than 13 countries the world over, naturally with 
the same high level already ensured by instructor’s training in Germany.

Within the BMW Group, the Driver Training experience now also serves as an internal tool for training BMW associates. Indeed, engineers working in certain areas are required to attend certain courses as an obligatory prere​quisite for their work. And in most cases that is not the end of the road, since the thrilling experience of optimising one’s driving skills prompts many pri​vate customers to move step-by-step up the pyramid of courses in BMW Driver Training. Reaching the topmost level in both BMW and MINI Driver Training as well as BMW Motorcycle Rider Training, participants come close to motorsport skills and learn all the qualities required for the track. Indeed, the enthusiast reaching this level knows perhaps better than anybody else where the foun​d​ation for genuine driving skill really lies: in the ability to drive safely and in superior style in everyday traffic.

4.
Well Prepared for All Eventualities: 
The BMW Driver Training Center.

Conducting their training sessions on the premises of Munich Airport, the 
in​structors in BMW Group Driving and Safety Training are able to offer all the amenities of a truly outstanding test area: Measuring approximately 
63,000 square metres or 15.6 acres in size, the BMW Group Driver Training Center is the ideal place for intense, highly practical and risk-free car 
and motor​cyc​le training. Up to eight training groups are able to go through the instruction process at the same time, 50,000 square metres or 12.4 acres 
of asphalt, sprinklers serving to irrigate the various course sections, 
large escape zones with gravel beds, and an offroad track offering all kinds 
of training facilities.

The Driver Training Center was opened in 1997, enabling the BMW Group to significantly expand its driver training capacities. And to this day the 
BMW Group benefits from its decision to become the first German car maker with its own driver training facility: Right from the start, the BMW Group 
Driver Training Center with its versatile infrastructure and modern technology has set the standard the world over. 

114 sprinkler jets, 100 cubic metres of gravel beds.

The technical facilities provided at the Driver Training Center include an 
un​derground irrigation system complete with a recycling plant for repeated use of water. Equipped with 114 heated sprinkler jets, the irrigation system 
is able to spray water on to the track throughout the entire year, allowing 
parti​cipants to simulate the challenge of aquaplaning also on dry summer days. Water pipes approximately 3,500 metres or 11,500 feet in length, 
a water cistern holding 150 cubic metres and three immersion pumps control the cycle of water. In all, more than 50 kilometres or 30 miles of supply pipes have been installed on the premises.

The various groups of participants have six stopover points next to the ac​tual training areas on their way from one section to the other. Evasion and brake manoeuvres are conducted on surfaces varying in their frictional co​efficient, ensuring that even the driver a bit too enthusiastic in trying out his skills 
will not encounter any undue problems. For the driving tracks are gen​e​rously dimensioned and border at their sides on to gravel beds comprising approximately 100 cubic metres of gravel.

Munich Airport, the ideal location.

Before building the Driver Training Center, the BMW Group had to use vari​ous areas and facilities for training purposes in and around Munich. Inter alia, 
these areas included parts of the initial construction site for Munich Airport as well as sections of the Autobahn leading to the Airport buildings. Then 
the instructors were able to move to the former Riem and Neubiberg Airports on the outskirts of Munich. But since large areas were soon also re​quired 
there for building trade fair facilities and residential housing, the search started again for a new base.

The successful answer is the new Driver Training Center between hangars One and Three of the new Airport, the final and “lasting” home of BMW’s driver training activities. Here, many exercises are conducted in irrigated – and that means “quiet” areas. Training sessions, in turn, are carried out dur​ing 
the Airport’s daytime opening hours, and a direct link to the Airport Auto​bahn means optimum convenience not only for participants arriving by air. 
The BMW Group Driver Training Center is also within easy reach from 
down​town Munich by suburban train within just 30 minutes.
5.
Serving the Cause of 
Safety the World over: 
Training Instructors for the 
BMW Group Driving Experience.

General interest in the right kind of professional driver training is growing not only in Germany, but also in many other markets the world over. So even back in the ’90s, great significance was given to the globalisation of BMW Driver Training – and now the same also applies to BMW Motorcycle Rider Training and MINI Driver Training.

The topmost objective has always been to convey the high standards 
deve​loped by BMW M GmbH without restrictions to other countries, 
offering the same courses and high degree of excellence. This has led to the 
establish​ment of the BMW Group Instructor Academy, where aspiring instructors are taught all the skills they need to give their customers in their home countries the enhanced safety and driving pleasure specifically 
defined and set forth by the BMW Group.

An idea conquers the world: the BMW Group Driving Experience.

Over a period of three decades, the thrill of BMW Driver Training has literally gone round the world. In virtually all markets where BMW and MINI cars as well as BMW motorcycles are on sale, customers discover the thrill of 
en​han​cing their individual skills in the use of the BMW Group’s dynamic pro​ducts. And in nearly all cases German instructors serve initially to pass 
on the necessary knowledge and make the wishes of participants come true. 

The driving experience is then also initiated regularly on the occasion of new model launches in international markets. With a positive response usually following very quickly, the BMW Group’s national companies then act quick​ly, sending suitable associates to the Instructor Academy in Germany in order 
to subsequently offer their own training programme.

Candidates successfully completing their instructor training are required to meet demanding standards. Apart from a high level of technical knowledge, outstanding driving skills and experience in handling BMW Group products, they must also have the personal qualities required for passing on their 
skills to participants. At the Instructor Academy they therefore receive thorough in​formation on the BMW Group’s educational and training concept for Driving and Safety Training. They learn to recognise the 
individual strengths and weaknesses of their participants, 
subsequently guiding each participant to personal success. 

Applying the same high standard the world over. 

Like BMW Driver Training as such, instructor training is also conducted in several stages. On level one, candidates learn all the skills and knowledge they require for Compact and Advanced Training with BMW vehicles and, respectively, the MINI Starter Pack. Successful candidates subsequently mastering the second stage of instructor training are then able to offer 
BMW Intensive Training as well as the MINI Power Pack. And finally completing the highest level of training, instructors are even in a position to hold special courses and practice session themselves on the race track.

Reflecting growing demand for Driving and Safety Training in all markets, training activities at the Instructor Academy have likewise become more 
in​tense. So it is not surprising that now several international training courses for instructors are held each year. 

Creating this training facility, BMW M GmbH has set the foundation for 
a con​sistently high standard of training the world over. And by offering initial and further training for instructors from all four corners of the globe, 
BMW M GmbH has also succeeded in exporting an exciting profession: 
the job of an Instructor in BMW Group Driver Training.

6.
The Specialist Car Maker:            BMW M GmbH.

The letter “M” is acknowledged worldwide as a symbol of unique compe​tence in high performance and specialist car production. So the truly dis​cern​ing customer looking for supreme performance and exclusivity will always find the right partner at BMW M GmbH to make his – or her – wishes come true. 

As a subsidiary of BMW AG, BMW M GmbH develops and builds high-
per​formance cars. A further activity of the Company is to create and market the almost unlimited range of features offered by BMW Individual. 
And the third major activity of BMW M GmbH is to develop, coordinate and conduct BMW Driver Training.

BMW M Cars: hailing directly from motorsport.   

Based in Munich, the Company was established in 1992 as BMW Motor​sport GmbH. And indeed, this name alone told the whole story, with BMW’s 
race-proven touring cars bearing their new red-violet-blue livery being 
ac​knowledged consistently as topmost contenders for victory back then in the early ’70s. Soon this fascinating aura was no longer limited to the race 
track, with an increasing number of customers expressing the wish to enjoy the dynamic performance of motorsport also on regular roads. 

The Company responded quickly, offering exceptionally dynamic and 
emo​tional cars for the enthusiast: the BMW M1, M535i, M5, and M635CSi soon became milestones in a development making M in the late 
’70s the synonym for very agile, safe and elegant cars the world over. 

In 1986 this proud array of outstanding models was joined by a four-cylinder destined to raise BMW Motorsport GmbH to a new level of success: 
The BMW M3 was not only an exceptional best seller in the market, but also set the foundation for an entirely new segment in the world of motoring.

Today the model range offered by BMW M GmbH is more versatile 
than ever before, the BMW M5 standing out as a fascinating combination of 
per​formance and function. The BMW M6 and M6 Convertible, in turn, 
pave the way to a driving experience re-defining the very concept of supremacy. Un​compromising sportiness, finally, is the primary quality 
of the BMW Z4 M Roadster and Z4 M Coupé. 

Last but certainly not least, BMW M GmbH offers individual components such as suspension systems, steering wheels, sports seats or aerodynamic kits for an even greater thrill of driving dynamics in exclusive design in BMW’s various model series. 

BMW M GmbH. 

With sales and the range of activities growing in the course of time, the 
head​count of this very special BMW subsidiary has also increased con​sist​ently and the Company’s range of business has expanded accordingly. This 
created the need for a new name, since the original term “Motorsport GmbH” was no longer able to cover all the services and products offered. 
But finding this new name was relatively easy, since nothing could have been more obvious than to elevate the legendary letter “M”, the “most 
powerful letter in the world” to the position of the Company’s official brand. 
So ever since 1 August 1993, BMW’s former motorsport subsidiary has operated under the official title of BMW M GmbH.

Currently BMW M GmbH employs some 450 associates, half of them work​ing on M Cars. Apart from technical development, car testing is conducted 
largely by specialists. And with the actual production of BMW M Cars being integrated in production activities at BMW’s plants, the BMW M5, to take 
one example, is built at the Dingolfing Plant parallel to the other models in the BMW 5 Series.

Numerous components nevertheless require special, dedicated production processes, assembly of the 507-horsepower V10 power unit, for instance, requiring a great deal of manual work and very special quality assurance at the Special Engine Workshop in the Munich Production Plant. So as a 
re​sult, BMW M GmbH is recognised and acknowledged as a fully-fledged, independent car maker in its own right.





































