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Rolls-Royce Motor Cars

Media Information
ALAN TITCHMARSH WALKS ON THE LIVING ROOF AT ROLLS-ROYCE MANUFACTURING PLANT
 29 June 2006, Goodwood

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars this week welcomed Alan Titchmarsh to their environmentally friendly manufacturing plant and head office at Goodwood in Chichester. Filming a new TV series, ‘Nature of Britain’, the broadcaster and writer walked the eight acre (22,500 square metres) ‘living roof’ where a number of breeding pairs of skylarks are nesting. 
Situated in the heart of the West Sussex countryside the manufacturing plant has been designed to blend into the environment. The sedum ‘living roof’, the largest in the UK, makes it difficult to detect where the boundaries lie between the buildings and their surroundings. The effect is further enhanced by sustainably sourced cedar wood cladding on the buildings.
In addition to skylarks, other birds feeding on the roof have included linnet, meadow pipit and pied wagtail.  A lake at the main entrance to the courtyard is a key part of the water-management system as well as a striking feature and attracts a wide variety of aquatic birds.  Species that have been seen here include grey heron, mallard, coot, moorhen, Canada goose, mute swan, yellow hammer, corn bunting, whitethroat, blackbird, song thrush, green woodpecker and grey partridge.
Over 400,000 trees and shrubs have been planted to screen the buildings and encourage a rich biodiversity of flora and fauna species into the area. 
- ends –
Editor’s Notes:

· The facility at Goodwood was opened in January 2003, with the launch of the new Phantom, after Rolls-Royce became part of the BMW Group. Five hundred people are employed at the Rolls-Royce manufacturing plant and head office where the Phantom will shortly be joined by a new convertible.

· The Rolls-Royce manufacturing plant and head office, designed by Nicholas Grimshaw (of Eden Project fame), has won numerous architectural awards. 
· As well as acting as an ideal habitat for flora and fauna the living roof also provides insulation in the winter and evaporative cooling in the summer, which cuts energy bills.

· The BBC team were filming a new series of “Nature of Britain” due to be broadcast in 2007.

Further information:

You can also find all our press releases and press packs, as well as a wide selection of high resolution, downloadable photographs at our media website, called PressClub. You will need to complete a short registration form and choose a password to gain access. 

The address is: www.press.rolls-roycemotorcars.com

Broadcasters can access the latest Rolls-Royce Motor Cars footage 
at: www.thenewsmarket.com or e-mail rolls-roycemotorcars@thenewsmarket.com
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