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Interview with BMW DTM driver Sheldon van der Linde – Augusto 
Farfus competing in the BMW M8 GTE at Daytona. 
 

•   Sheldon van der Linde to compete in 2019 DTM season as sixth 
BMW driver. 

•   Van der Linde: “The DTM has always been a dream of mine.” 
•   Augusto Farfus replaces Tom Blomqvist in the #25 BMW M8 GTE 

at the Daytona 24-hour race. 
 
Whether in the DTM, the FIA World Endurance Championship, the IMSA 
WeatherTech SportsCar Championship, the ABB FIA Formula E 
Championship, or countless other championships: Week after week BMW 
teams and drivers around the world do battle for points, victories and 
titles. Away from the track too, members of the large BMW Motorsport 
family around the world are also creating headlines. The “BMW 
Motorsport News” allows us to regularly summarise all the action for you 
in a compact and informative manner. This way, you are always up to 
speed.  
 
In 2019, Sheldon van der Linde (RSA) will be the first South African driver to 
compete in the DTM. In this interview, the new BMW works driver talks about his 
great DTM dream, expectations for his maiden season and the continuation of a 
family tradition. 
 
Three questions for... Sheldon van der Linde. 
 
Sheldon, how does it feel to be a BMW DTM driver? 
Sheldon van der Linde: “It feels quite unreal at the moment I have to say. I think by 
the time I’m standing at the grid in Hockenheim it will feel more real. Before that 
there is a lot of preparation that has to be done. The DTM has always been a dream 
of mine. To reach that goal is such a relief and an achievement that brings 
motivation. And for sure I’m very excited to join the BMW family as well.”  
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What has been your connection to BMW in the past? 
Van der Linde: “My dad has been driving for BMW in South Africa for many years as 
a works driver as well. That is a very cool connection. It feels fantastic to continue the 
family tradition in that way and I’m very excited to keep the name ‘van der Linde’ high 
in the BMW family.”  
 
What are your expectations for your maiden DTM season? 
Van der Linde: “Of course it is not going to be easy at all. It’s the best touring car 
championship in the world for a reason. It’s all the best drivers in one series. It’s not 
going to be easy and I will have a lot to learn, especially coming from GT3. But I 
know I have the right team around me to support me in that way to really get the 
best out of the complete package, so I’m very confident that we can do a good job. 
Like I said, there are a lot of things that need to be done, and I’m really looking 
forward to Hockenheim in May.” 
 
-- 
 
24h Daytona: Farfus to compete in #25 BMW M8 GTE. 
BMW Team RLL has substituted a driver in the line-up for this weekend’s Rolex 24 
At Daytona (USA). BMW works driver Augusto Farfus (BRA) will take the place of 
Tom Blomqvist (GBR) who has experienced delays with his visa application. Farfus 
will share the #25 BMW M8 GTE with Connor De Phillippi (USA), Philipp Eng (AUT) 
and Colton Herta (USA). Farfus has raced with BMW Team RLL four times 
previously at Daytona - in 2015, 2016, 2017, and 2018 with a best finish of second 
in 2015. Blomqvist is expected to re-join the #25 car roster for Sebring (USA) and 
the rest of the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship season. “I’m very 
disappointed that I am unable to race at Daytona,” said Blomqvist. “I will be back 
home with my fingers crossed for the whole team and looking forward to returning at 
Sebring.” Farfus: “I love the Rolex 24 At Daytona. I know the team, the car and the 
circuit very well and am ready for this challenge.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BMW 
Corporate Communications  

  

  

M
ot

or
sp

or
t 

Media Contact. 
Ingo Lehbrink 
Spokesperson BMW Group Motorsport 
Phone: +49 (0)176 – 203 40224 
E-mail: ingo.lehbrink@bmw.de 
 
Benjamin Titz 
Head of BMW Group Design, Innovations & Motorsports Communications 
Phone: +49 (0)179 – 743 80 88 
E-mail: benjamin.titz@bmw.de 
 
Media Website. 
http://www.press.bmwgroup.com/global 
 
BMW Motorsport on the web. 
Website: www.bmw-motorsport.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bmwmotorsport 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/bmwmotorsport 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/bmwmotorsport 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/bmwmotorsport 


