	
	
	Media Information

	Date
	
	7th February 2008

	Subject
	
	BMW now leading manufacturer of all-wheel-drive vehicles in the premium segment: xDrive asserts itself against international competition. 

	Page
	
	2

	
	
	



Media Information
7th February 2008


Company

Bayerische

Motoren Werke

Aktiengesellschaft

Postal Address

BMW AG

80788 München

Telephone

+49 (0)89-382-24360
Internet

www.bmwgroup.com

BMW now leading manufacturer of all-wheel-drive vehicles in the premium segment: xDrive asserts itself against international competition. 
    
Munich. Last year BMW asserted itself for the first time as the leading manufacturer of all-wheel-drive automobiles in the premium segment worldwide. No other producer in this segment – which includes all premium SAV/SUVs – was able to rival the quantity of 320,900 BMW automobiles manufactured and sold with xDrive technology. The second best manufacturer in this segment fell short of this figure by more than 4,500 units.

This means that BMW xDrive, currently the most sophisticated all-wheel-drive system available, has clearly established itself on the global market. In the USA, Switzerland and Germany in particular sales of BMW automobiles featuring xDrive were exceptionally high, whilst the trend towards even more vehicles equipped with this drive concept continues to increase. 

For example, more than 40% of all BMW cars sold in the USA were equipped with xDrive, the percentage in Switzerland being 34.5%, 10.6% in Austria and 3.3% in Germany. An interesting aspect is the market development of the BMW 3 Series with all-wheel-drive in particular: Whilst the percentage of all-wheel-drive 3 Series in the Saloon and Touring versions achieved a market share of 5.5% by 1996, every tenth 3 Series BMW sold by the end of 2007 featured xDrive, thanks to the introduction of the 3 Series all-wheel-drive Coupe.
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